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Madeley Court Colliery - Shaft collapse?
At the beginning of the year BBC 
Shropshire announced that a shaft 
had opened up and the Council had 
been forced to fence it. However, 
that was not quite right.

The shaft concerned was the run-in 
Shaft No.14 of the Madeley Court 
Colliery. It hadn’t actually changed, 
but it once had a metal and chain 
link fence around it, over the years 
this has become overgrown and trees 
have collapsed onto it.

Telford and Wrekin Council have 
installed a new fence around the 
‘hole’ with warning signs (see right).

The remains of the old fence are 
visible a few metres inside the new 
one. 

Fletcher Methodist Chapel - Vandalised
The Grade II listed Fletcher 
Methodist Church in Court Street, 
Madeley along with the Church 
Hall at the rear, has been empty and 
unused for a over a year with no sign 
of a purchaser coming forward.

Over the night of 4th/5th January 
2018, vandals broke in smashing 
windows and damaging the interior, 
although Police don’t believe that 
anything was stolen. Following the 
break-in all the windows and doors 
have been boarded up.

The Chapel, built in 1841, was 
popular with local miners and 
became known as “the Miners 
Chapel”. Ivor Brown organised a 
couple of mining memorial events 
there in recent years.

The boarded up Church 27th January

Bedlam Culvert
In 2015 the Club investigated 
the Bedlam Furnace area to fi nd 
a possible drainage route for the 
new roof. We located 2 blocked 
riverside culverts. When the roof 
work began the end of the up-stream 
culvert, investigated by Kelvin, 
was discovered. So a pipe was put 
through it and the entrance ‘bricked’ 
up to provide a drain (see below).
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Pictures from the Archives
A continuing theme ...

A number of images have come to light recently as a 
result of the ‘Veterans Reunion’, so they will be shared 
with Club members in ‘Below’ as a regular feature ‘from 
the Archives’.

Conglog Slate Quarry
A version of the image (right) from Bob Meeson 
appeared in Club Account 27 - however that version 
was cropped, while this seems to be the full print and 
features Mike James’ dog ‘Zip’ in the foreground.

It is a view of the fi rst Club Easter Camp, on the 
dressing fl oor of Conglog Slate Quarry (SH 670 467), 
below the Rhosydd Slate Mine near Blaenau Ffestiniog, 
North Wales on the 20th-23rd April 1962.

Participants: Andrew Corbyn, Bob Meeson, Colin Lears, 
Mike James, Mike Gaut, and David Adams.

A short incline brought the slate down from adits at 
the head of Cwm Orthin to the water powered mill (the 
wheelpit and launder pillars can still be found).

The quarry worked from 1874 to 1909 when their 
banker ran off with all their funds! The ruined cottages, 
chapel and mine managers house (Plas Cwm Orthin) 
belonged to Rhosydd Slate Mine, not Conglog.

‘Dreadnought I’
‘Dreadnought I’ (right) in action probably in the same 
quarry, with jeep trailer. Mike James and possibly Colin 
Lears on the back, David Adams (driving) and passenger 
(?) inside the vehicle. 20th-23rd April 1962.

Engine House Camp 1963
Mike James, Colin Lears and other Club 
members went on a number of camping trips 
around mine sites in North Wales during 1963.

One of the pictures taken during one of these 
trips is featured right. It is claimed to be in 
North Wales, but the question is ... where?

The note with the picture is “Maeshafn 1”. It 
would appear that the camp site is possibly 
beside the engine house at Maeshafn Mine, 
Mold. However, all modern pictures of the 
engine house at Maeshafn online (e.g. on Adit 
Now and other sites) show a free standing bob 
wall at Grosvenor shaft as the only feature at 
the mine (SJ 193 613). 

Questions
1. Has the chimney and bulk of the engine 

house been demolished to leave only the bob 
wall, or is the camp site at another shaft?

2. Was this picture taken by Bob  Meeson or 
Colin Lears?
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SCMC Trip Reports, November & December 2017 
Steve Holding

November 2017
Thursday 2nd - Andy Wood and 
Steve Holding had a trip to the 
Snailbeach 40 Yard level to strip out 
ropes used for the trip to 112 Yard 
level. 

Wednesday 8th - Richard Silk, 
Andy Wood and Steve Holding 
visited Snailbeach and switched 
the second and third ropes on the 
‘Classic Route’ – the rope installed 
for the third pitch looked OK but was 
noted to be 2005 and not really for 
main use any longer.

Friday 10th - Alan & Vicky 
Robinson and Steve Holding visited 
the Dylife area – mainly a scouting 
walk but also went into Dylife Great 
Adit.

Thursday 16th - Andy Wood and Steve Holding returned to 
Snailbeach and once again changed the rope on the third pitch of 
the ‘Classic Route’ - the ‘2005 rope’ was removed and a washed, 
newer, rope installed.

Friday 24th - Steve Holding, Neal Rushton, Alan & Vicky 
Robinson, Andy Wood and Joe North visited the Nant-y-Moch 
area and after a walk to the sites of Camdwrbach and Bryn-y-rfr 
mines, went underground at Henfwlch mine.

What could be accessed in Henfwlch was longer and more 
interesting than remembered, the more interesting part is through 
a bit of a constriction and down through a dig (see report page 11).

Above: How the ropes in Snailbeach can get complicated!        (Steve Holding)

Left: Andy Wood preparing to descend the third pitch in Snailbeach.
(Steve Holding)

Above: Vicky Robinson in the portal of Dylife 
Great Adit.                (Alan Robinson)
Below: Inside the Dylife Great Adit

(Vicky Robinson)

Below: Candles in Henfwlch.                                (Andy Wood)

Left:
Wheel barrow 
in Henfwlch.                       

(Andy Wood)
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SCMC Trip Reports, November & December 2017 
Steve Holding

Thursday 30th - Dave Roberts, 
Mike Worsfold, Andy Wood and 
Steve Holding visited the Ogof at 
Llanymynech. There were a couple 
of surprises in that the entrance to 
the Grand Circle in the fl oor of the 
main route has been cleared to a 
substantial extent* and the access to 
the ‘Wet Series’ was actually quite 
dry.

* It is understood that Idris 
Williams and Al Braybrooke have 
been clearing this point.

Left: Mike Worsfold in the crawl from the Burial Chamber, 
Llanymynech Ogof.

(Steve Holding)

Right: Timbers over 
the dig access to 
the Grand Circle, 
Llanymynech Ogof.

(Steve Holding)

Sunday 19th - Several members 
plus John Hendy and his digger 
were at Pitchcroft for the November 
‘dig’ or rather ‘reverse dig’ as it 
was more an infi lling and safety 
exercise.
See the report on page 8.

Right: Peter Eggleston driving John 
Hendy’s mini-digger at the Pitchcroft 
November ‘dig’.

(Steve Holding)

December
Wednesday 8th - Andy Wood 
and Steve Holding carried out SRT 
training with Terry Bowen in Roberts 
Level - note a signifi cant fall of 
material by the clay band just before 
the bridge was spotted.

Friday 10th - Alan Robinson, 
Steve Holding Andy Wood and Neal 
Rushton visited Wymess/Fron Goch. 
The trip included some boating in 
the fl ooded stopes - which was great, 
until the boat started to defl ate!

Thursday 21st - Neal & Gareth 
Rushton, Alan & Vicky Robinson, 
Joe North, Mike Davies, Dave 
Roberts and Steve Holding visited 
Cwmorthin. After some time 

Above: Neal Rushton in Fron Goch.
(Andy Wood)

Above: Steve hanging on to the 
defl ating boat.                  (Andy Wood)
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Thursday 21st continued...  
wandering around inner parts of 
‘Lake Level’ (Level 1), the ‘Old 
Incline’, partly using adjacent man-
ways, was descended and a round 
trip achieved with ascent of the 
‘Back Incline, again partly using 
adjacent man-ways.

There continues to be features added 
to give more optional routes – some 
of these would have been explored 
further if there had been spare time – 
it needs a return trip.

Saturday 23rd - Nick Southwick 
and Steve Holding cleared away the 
fall in Roberts Level (Snailbeach) 
and put in a mesh that should at 
least take the energy out of any 
subsequent material falling.

Wednesday 27th - Nick 
Southwick, Peter Eggleston. Steve 
Holding (with Andy & Emma 
Coyle) joined Mike Worsfold and 
Eileen Bowen for a walk around the 
Llanymynech area. The group were 
joined at times by Mike Moore (and 
Toby). Growing daisies and a very 
comfortable dinner break refl ected 
the mildness of the weather but there 
was also some snow falling later in 
the day.

Some depressions that might relate 
to underground workings were 
identifi ed at SJ 2648 2226.

SCMC Underground Trip & Walk Reports, December 2017 
Steve Holding

Above: Fall material in Roberts Level prior to clearing.              (Steve Holding)

Tuesday 26th. - Steve Holding and 
Peter Eggleston, with Andy & Emma 
Coyle and Roy Rowson carried 
up the drinks and acted as hill-top 
wardens for the annual Stiperstones 
“Devils Chair Dash & Dawdle”. An 
article in the Guardian Magazine for 
23rd December gave a description of 
this annual activity with “Shropshire 
Mining Club” carrying up the drinks.

SCMC December Walk Reports

Above: Steve down to his last drop 
of whiskey on the Stiperstones.

(Peter Eggleston)

Sunday 31st - Steve Dewhirst 
organised a walk around the Benthall 
Edge area that was attended by Steve 
Holding, Mike Shaw, Joe North with 
Andy and Sarah Wood. Some muddy 
steep bits made Steve D change 
his planned route - a repeat walk 
in the  Spring or Summer has been 
suggested.

Right & below: Views of the walk 
on Sunday 31st December around 
Benthall Edge.
                                   (Steve Holding) 
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Thursday 4th - Andy Wood, Stuart 
Walker and Steve Holding visited 
Cwmystwyth and had a trip into 
Level Fawr.

The work by Roy Fellows (removing 
the inner crawl on the main adit) 
was viewed and thought to be an 
excellent job; the collapse near the 
long ladder was also viewed.

All three initially went up the skip 
way and viewed the ‘Roman Levels’ 
and all that could be accessed up 
that way. The top of the long ladder 
was accessed via the usual ‘Hopper 
route’, returning up the tight climb in 
the shaft for services (‘Compressed 
Air Pipe Route’).

SCMC Trip Reports, January 2018 
Steve Holding

Above: Stuart Walker demonstrating 
that lead acid batteries still work!

(Steve Holding)

Above: Looking down skip way at 
Cwmystwyth with Andy Wood below.

(Steve Holding)

Thursday 11th - Snailbeach, 
Roberts Level, Andy Wood and Steve 
Holding undertook SRT training with 
John Riley. Peter Eggleston was also 
in Roberts Level carrying out micro-
Heyphone trials with Ian Cooper and 
Kelvin Lake on the surface.

Left: John Riley prussicking up to bridge in Roberts Level 
with Andy Wood at the top.                            (Steve Holding)

Friday 19th - Steve Holding, Joe 
North, Alan Robinson and Andy 
Wood visited Talybont (Alltycrib) 
mine. All initially descended the 
so-called Air Shaft into the main 
workings.

Andy was the fi rst to descend 
the second pitch using the in-situ 
rope but found that it was two 
ropes knotted together and slightly 
awkward to pass, then the top ladder 
collapsed below him*.

After the two rope pitches there 
are a series of short fi xed ladders 

Above: Alan Robinson at top of Talybont entrance pitch.
Below: Flooded working at end of adit level    (Andy Wood)
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to descend – this brings you to a 
cross-cut that if followed comes to 
the main adit level. Inbye there are 
several mining artefacts to view.

* The top ladder is not really part 
of the descent system and was 
probably an older ladder removed 
from below and just left on the pitch 
for convenience! Part of one leg 
had rotted and it collapsed when 
Andy stepped on it. The ladder was 
reversed so that the broken section is 
now near the top.

Deviations were placed near the top, 
and lower down the second pitch – a 
single 45m rope will cover both rope 
pitches and use of the deviations 
removes any rub points.

There are now two 10mm bolts near 
the rebelay location but they require 
hangers to use (one of these bolts 
was added during the trip – another 
bolt was placed lower down for the 
second deviation).

Subsequently all four visited 
Wilkinson’s Level which was more 
extensive than remembered or 
expected. The pitch beyond the oil 
drum was not descended. A report 
was made to the Bat group that a 
greater horseshoe bat was seen in 
Wilkinson’s Level.

Thursday 25th - Steve Holding & 
Nick Southwick carried out safety 
work in Roberts Level, Snailbeach. 
Andy Wood collected some baryte 
for use as part of the Cothercott 
display - to be put in the truck that 
has been mounted on rails by Andy 
Harris at the site entrance.

Left: John Riley about to 
climb up the ‘Compressed 
Air Pipe Route’ in Level 
Fawr, Cwmystwyth.

(Steve Holding)

Left: Julian in the 
‘new dig’, Level Fawr, 
Cwmystwyth. See page 15 
for details of its construction.

(Steve Holding)

 Saturday 27th - Steve Holding, 
Julian Bromhead and John Riley 
visited Cwmystwyth for a non-
SRT trip. All three had a good look 
around Level Fawr and then climbed 
up the ‘Compressed Air Pipe Route’ 
to higher workings returning down 
the ‘Hopper Route’.

Subsequently Julian 
and Steve also visited 
Crossroads Adit looking 
at most of the level that 
could be accessed without 
using SRT.

The top entrance of the 
‘Crossroads Through 
Trip’ was also entered 
(with diffi culty) and the 
intersection with Taylors 
Shaft visited.

SCMC Trip Reports, January 2018 
Continued ...
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Pitchcroft Report, 19th November 2017
David Adams

Various attempts to fi nd a mini 
digger in the area having failed. it 
was reluctantly necessary to ask 
John Hendy if he would undertake 
to bring his digger back from its hire 
in Ludlow for our one day’s dig, it 
being necessary to return it the next 
day. This he cheerfully agreed to do 
providing the Club would cover his 
expected £50 expenses including 
diesel for the two 80 mile round 
trips.

He was at the site ready to start at 
11am and commenced the job of 
smoothing down the previously 
precipitous bank on the southern 
side of our great excavation pit. This 
included removing the stump and 
trunk of the tree which fell over last 
winter and which was eventually 
buried in the pit. 

Andy Harris came to inspect the area 
of the ‘D’ shaped chamber and its 
iron tank with the Club’s idea of the 
manufacture of a cage to fi t over both 
it and the shaft top. This would allow 
this area to remain open for further 
investigations in the future. 

Andy took his measurements with 
the idea to construct a sloping cage, 
which could not be walked on, with a 
small access panel at the bottom. He 
will provide a design and costings to 
the Club in due course.

Steve Holding then commenced to 
build a ‘dam’ wall around the open 
end of the chamber from loose bricks 
and stones to prevent the soil and 
debris being pushed down the slope 
from entering the chamber and the 
iron tank area. In this he was helped 
partly by David Adams, and Peter 
Eggleston.

The alcove at the south-eastern 
corner containing entrances to the 
two brick culverts was also fi lled in. 
It had been thought to place the iron 
artifacts recovered from the site, now 
listed and photographed back in this 
area, but it was not practicable on the 
day. Finally part of the area in the 
north-west corner was backfi lled.

Left: Steve 
Holding protecting 
the bob cistern 
area while sloping 
the sides around 
the pumping 
engine house. 
SCMC excavation 
at the Pitchcroft 
‘pumping’ engine 
house site.

(Kelvin Lake -
 I.A.Recordings)

Left: John Hendy 
in his mini digger 
moving the 
fallen tree with 
Peter Eggleston 
supervising.

(Kelvin Lake -
 I.A.Recordings)

Left: Steve 
“Capability” 
Holding grading 
the side of the 
excavation with 
John Hendy 
moving the large 
tree stump in the 
background.

(Kelvin Lake -
 I.A.Recordings)

Left: John Hendy in his mini 
digger sloping the sides and 
infi lling the culvert area of 
the pumping engine house 
at Pitchcroft.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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In view of John Hendy’s 
considerable effort and journeys 
to get his machine on site it was 
thought best to pay his £50 expenses 
in cash immediately rather than later 
by a Club cheque, furthermore to 
pay him an additional amount for 
his excellent service, thus the sum of 
£60 was willingly raised from those 
present. This sum may be recovered 
at the next meeting by a payment at 
the Club’s discretion.

In order to ensure that the land 
tenant Mr David Williams would 
be satisfi ed by the way in which 

Pitchcroft Report, 19th November 2017
Continued ...

the site might be left for a while 
and the provision of the proposed 
cage, he had been invited to visit the 
site while the team was present to 
discuss the matter directly, this he 
said he would be happy to do, but 
unfortunately he was away in Oxford 
on this occasion.

Those present at the dig were Peter 
Eggleston, Steve Holding, David 
Adams, Edwin Thorpe, Mike Moore, 
and later Kelvin Lake. Andy Harris 
came to take measurements and 
David Poyner came for a quick 
inspection. The fi rst six contributed 

£10 each to the above payment.

Some slight concern was raised when 
David Adams ‘disappeared’ for a 
while during the afternoon, following 
which it transpired that he had 
been discussing with John Hendy’s 
brother Norman and his partner 
Sarah Woodcock at the Bungalow 
the other side of the pit mound, He 
wishes to thank all for their apparent 
concern.

Due to the snowy weather the digs 
in December and January were 
cancelled.

Natural Amenities Ltd & Dinas Silica Mine
Roy Fellows

Correction
I would like to correct the error re 
the ownership of Dinas Silica Mine 
in the last issue of ‘Below’.

The mine is nothing to do with 
Cave Access Ltd. it is owned by 
Natural Amenities Ltd (NAL) who 
bought the Craig y Dinas Mineral 
Estate which includes the mine in 
2015. This company has ownership 
divided equally between me and 
Cambrian Mines Trust (CMT) with 
me as sole director. If people start 
contacting CAL about the Silica 
mine its not going to make a lot of 
sense!

The Welsh Government are the 
soil landowners, Natural Resources 
Wales (NRW) manage it, and I 
through NAL own the mineral rights.

I do confusion well !

Natural Amenities Ltd.
NAL is a UK registered private 
limited company with share capital. 
It is structured this way so that our 
parent charitable company can hold 
part ownership, no other reason. 
It is part of a group of charitable 
companies foremost of which is 
Cambrian Mines Trust. We are 
all working, together with other 
organisations, to preserve our mining 
heritage and maintain various sites 
over which we have varying degrees 
of control as public amenities.

None of the group is ‘private profi t’ 
type organisation, all we are about 
is preservation of historic remains 
and access to underground for those 
equipped to safely do so.

NAL was founded in 2015 to take 
possession of the Craig y Dinas 
Mineral Estate, including the Upper 
Dinas Silica Mine.

The Dinas Rock Car Park is being 
maintained by the landowners NRW. 
They have interpretation boards in 
place and even a changing facility 
for the gorge walkers. However it 
should be noted that although NRW 
are the landowners, we are the 
mineral owners, so in effect it is a 
kind of ‘split ownership’ whereby we 
own all relics of previous mining and 

Dinas Rock Car Park
(Roy Fellows)

mineral extraction and enjoy certain 
rights over the land.

Visitors should note that the 
silica mines and the surface area 
surrounding is a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument (SAM) and should be 
respected as such. It is an offence 
to damage or remove anything from 
this area both under the SAM status 

Footbridge to Middle (aka Bwamaen) 
Silica Mine. (Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)
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Natural Amenities Ltd & Dinas Silica Mine
Roy Fellows

as well as common theft, as it is our 
property.

The way up to the mine is a steep 
ascent of the raised path on the North 
side of the car park (above the Afon 
Mellte), which has a handrail in one 
place. When one reaches a junction 
the descending path to the right 
takes you down to the mine. Sharp 
right is another path which follows 
the western bank of the river down 
towards Dinas rock, but this ends at a 
‘missing section’!

The area within the fence in front 
of the mine entrances is now very 
overgrown and the popular route is 
up on the right to step over the fence.

Please read our Access Conditions 
if you wish to enter the mine!
They are available on our website:

naturalamenities.co.uk

The Craig y Ddinas Mineral Estate  
extends northwards as far as Swyg yr 
Eria waterfall and encompasses the 
Dinas Rock car park and the Upper 
Silica Mine. It is important to note 
that we have no material interest in 
the mines east of the Afon Sychryd, 
namely Lower Silica (aka Blue 
Silica), Middle Silica (aka Bwamaen 
Silica Mine). The upper entrance of 
which is over the footbridge just past 
the Upper Silica mine entrances. This 
is NOT our property and has nothing 
to do with our ownership.

Upper Silica Mine
The Upper Silica Mine is a typical 
pillar and stall working, worked 
by different levels driven from the 

entrance which radiate to different 
heights on the slope of the bedding 
plane which dips downward from 
west to east. It has many entrances, 
4 by the footbridge. There are also 
several top entrances springing off 
an overgrown gully, these enter the 
mine at the top of the bedding plane.

There may have been a bridge at one 
time crossing the gorge from Upper 
Silica to Bwamaen. The descending 
path from the mine which follows 
the Afon Sychryd was a tramway 
route from the mine and concrete 
reinforcements in the bank can be 
seen in places. There are also the 
remains of a rake of trucks lying in 
the river bed.

Unfortunately, this easy route up to 
the mine ends at a missing  structure 
adjacent to a waterfall and marked as 
“Hopper” on old Ordnance Survey 
maps, here there is quite a drop down 
to the lower path. It is possible to 
explore the lower section from the 
Dinas car park eventually reaching 
the base of the missing structure at a 

large concrete area. This route passes 
Blue Dinas on the opposite bank of 
the river, noticeable by its barbed 
wire and warning notices. Further on 
and close to a picnic bench are the 
remains of bridge supports which 
carried a tramway from Bwamaen 
lower entrance.

An old OS map shows an aerial 
ropeway running in a straight line 
from the mine to a hopper close to 
what is now the Dinas Rock Car Park

The Silica mine has many interesting 
features including what was once a 
powered incline at the back of the 
mine. The lower levels are fl ooded 
and are a popular venue for cave and 
mine divers.

If you visit the area be sure to 
check out the gunpowder trail and 
other attractions in the area. NRW 
are doing a commendable job of 
maintaining the Craig y Ddinas Car 
Park, a former quarry, as a public 
amenity.

Right: View along 
one of the levels 
inside the Upper 
Silica Mine.

(Roy Fellows)

Below, right: 
Divers in a 
fl ooded level.

(Roy Fellows)

Below, left: 
Remains of the 
haulage incline 
winch.

(Kelvin Lake - 
I.A.Recordings)
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Present: Steve Holding, Joe North, 
Alan & Vicky Robinson, Neal 
Rushton, and Andy Wood.

After an initial meet up at the 
dam car park, we drove around to 
northern end of the reservoir to park 
near the track to Hafan quarry. It 
was a frosty, clear and still morning 
with wonderful refl ections of the 
mountains onto the lake water. We 
had decided to go for a walk to 
all the likely open entrances fi rst, 
and then decide where to venture 
underground afterwards. 

Our fi rst destination was the western 
ridge line and Hafan Quarry and 
incline. My previous visit here had 
been in dense fog, but this time we 
were greeted with impressive views 
down the Cwm Tynant valley, out 
past Tal y Bont and across to the 
sea at Cardigan Bay. It was also 
possible with binoculars to make out 
the surface features of Bwlch Glas 
lead mine on the southern side of the 
valley. Having done the tourist view 
point, we made our way back to the 
road then around to the eastern side 
of the reservoir.

We were aiming for Camdwrbach 
(Cambrian South) zinc mine, which 
worked from the late 1870s to 1905. 
En route we passed over the the 
remains of a stone header tank fed 
by a leat, presumably fed by the 
Nant Rhuddlan stream further up 
the main valley. A small magazine 
was also located closer to the shore. 
All the other mine buildings were 
demolished in the 1960s at the time 
of the dam’s construction.

A second, bigger leat was present 
some 10-15m above the header tank 
and it provided an excellent path 
to lead us around the side valley 
and onto the area of mine entries. 
Originally the water in the upper 
leat (built by John Taylor 1840-50s) 
would have fl owed over 4 miles 
down to Cwmswmlog.

A small spoil tip marks the location 
of a very damp adit, which appears to 
be substantially fi lled with soft mud. 
Further up the hill was an open cut 
from stoping and an open shaft. We 

A Walk around the Mines at Nant y Moch Reservoir, Ceredigion
Friday 24th November 2017, Alan Robinson

 Above: Nant y Moch        (Andy Wood)
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Sketch of Mine Sites Around
Nant-y-Moch Reservoir

Car Park: SN 7560 8624
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Above: Wet adit Camdwrbach (Vicky Robinson)

Left: Leat and stone tank.             (Andy Wood)

believe the open cut is the normal 
entry point, but a rope handline 
would be essential to access the 
stope safely. Belay points seemed to 
be limited to fence posts, so ground 
anchors would prove useful.

Our journey continued along the 
line of Taylor’s leat back down to 

the edge of the reservoir and then 
half way along the northern shore of 
the reservoir to Bryn yr Afr, where 
substantial tips covered the shoreline. 

Bryn yr Afr mine was worked 
between 1879 and 1912 for both lead 
and zinc. The site also processed ore 
from Camdwrbach in its latter years. 
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As time was pressing, we were only 
able to have a quick look at Bryn 
yr Afr, so we weren’t able to locate 
the open levels. However the top of 
a stone lined shaft seemed to lead 
directly into stoping by means of 
a steep slope. It looks like access 
is possible into the stope, but once 
again some protection would be 
prudent. Note the idiot standing on 
an unknown depth of fi ll directly 
over the shaft column. I believe this 
is No. 2 Engine shaft, which was 
sunk to a depth of about 170m.

A number of surface remains, 
including rail, pipework and concrete 
water tanks could be spotted, along 
with another fenced open shaft 
higher up the bank. Obviously, much 
of the mine, including the Deep 
Adit was fl ooded by the reservoir. I 
assume as the water is used primarily 
for hydro-electric power, that mine 
water pollution is not considered a 
major issue.

Our last visit of the day was to 
explore the main adit of Henfwlch 
mine. This mine is recorded as 
working from the 1850s variously 
for lead, copper and zinc, often in 
association with Hafan mine.

The mine site is heavily forested so 
little is easily visible, except the spoil 
tips that extend down to the road. 

A Walk around the Mines at Nant y Moch Reservoir, Ceredigion
Continued ...

Above: Camdwrbach - belay points are limited to fence posts or ground 
anchors.               (Vicky Robinson)

Above: No. 2 Engine shaft.
(Vicky Robinson)

Above: Steve Holding, Andy Wood & 
more stone tanks.        (Vicky Robinson)

Above: Alan Robinson by the shaft higher up the Bryn yr Afr site.
(Vicky Robinson)

Once in the trees, the remains of 
chimneys from a fairly large building 
can be found just before the slightly 
obscured entrance to the level. 
(Follow the water). 

The initial part of the level is 
quite wet, thigh depth, but it does 
eventually dry out. Just before 
exiting the water, daylight can be 
seen from a small air shaft or stoped 
section. This seems to be extensively 
backfi lled with batteries and old 
cable – all carefully placed to be a 
trip hazard.

The accessible mine extends for 
about 600m in total. There is one 
side passage about a third of the 
way in which has been partially 
backfi lled and contains the remains 
of a wheelbarrow.

A little further on in the main 
passage a winze catches some of the 
water fl owing from higher backfi lled 
workings. It was bolted, but we did 
not descend it.

Beyond this a dig (undertaken by 
Roy Fellows in the 1990s) allows 
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access into a large stope, complete 
with an intact wheelbarrow. Further 
on the passage continues to another 
small stope with a winze off to one 
side.

There are a number of other short 
side passages, along with signs of 
clog prints and old candle stumps.

Please note:
Access to Henfwlch is controlled 
by Cave Access Limited. CAL 
require you to register with them 
and to request a permit for each visit 
giving the date and numbers. BCA 
underground insurance is mandatory 
on all of their sites as part of their 
agreement with National Resources 
Wales.

Above: Neal Rushton by the chimney 
remains in the woods at Henfwlch mine.

(Andy Wood)

A Walk around the Mines at Nant y Moch Reservoir, Ceredigion
Continued ...

Above: Alan Robinson in Henfwlch Level.                    (Vicky Robinson)

Above: The intact wheelbarrow in the Henfwlch stope.  (Vicky Robinson)

Below: Clog prints, protected by a taped off area.
(Vicky Robinson)

Below: Tallow candle stumps still on the wall.
(Vicky Robinson)
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Cwmystwyth Underground Works - A Brief Summary
Roy Fellows

A notable feature of Lefel Fawr is the 
huge stull above the incline skipway. 
Much photographed over the years, 
this was the scene of a massive fall 
some time ago which blocks direct 
access to the skipway, the main route 
to the workings below.

Almost directly above the skipway 
timbers were noticeably sagging and 
steadily going rotten. After much 
consideration it was decided that 
the only feasible remedy was to add 
some concrete support and cover 
it with a packwall in a way that is 
harmonious with the work of the old 
miners. This would be Phase 1.

For Phase 2, it was also decided to 
remove the second plastic tube that 
had to be crawled through to reach 
this area and to replace it with a steel 
roadway in order to enable easier 
access.

Phase 1 Work
10th April 2016. Materials had 
been moved into the mine and the 
shuttering was in place ready for the 
pouring of concrete.

16 and 17th April 2016. Mixing 
and pouring concrete, plus some 
blockwork. Behind the blocks was 
also fi lled with concrete. It was 
a crying shame to cover some of 
this lovely ‘old mans’ work, but 
leaving it would eventually lead to a 
catastrophic collapse with possible 
loss of access to the skipway.

The intention was to get some 
support under the sagging timber 
before removing the jack and 
continuing the concrete and block 
work. Once completed the whole lot 
will be packwalled in in a way that is 
harmonious to the original.

Both timbers are rotten as pears and 
what is actually being done is not 
so much support the timbers but 
support what they are supposed to be 
supporting!

23 and 24th April 2016. The 
blockwork was extended upwards, 
to provide a solid support to the 
timbers, also started up slope of the 
jack. Plus more concrete put behind 
the blockwork. 

Right: The 
sagging timbers 
that were of 
concern with a 
temporary prop 
supporting them.

(Roy Fellows)

Right: The view 
down on the 
partially built 
blockwork on the 
weekend of 16-
17th April 2016.

All the work is 
true to plumb.

(Roy Fellows)

Right: The view 
looking up from 
Lefel Fawr.

The timber 
immediately 
above the ladder 
is quite solid but 
I had to take the 
work round it 
so as to form a 
substantial pier.

(Roy Fellows)

Also started fi tting upright iron rails 
across the larger timbers. Pondered 
long and hard on this one, but rails 
will look authentic.

Weekend 30th April and 1st 
May 2016. Rails wedged at the top 
behind a timber and concreted in at 
the bottom to retain deadwork where 
the original timbers have rotted. The 
packwall will be extended to cover 
the blockwork. Packwall/cladding 
was also started at the bottom of the 

area using little rock pegs driven into 
the packwall.

Weekend 7 and 8th May 2016. 
The packwall was extended upwards 
over the blockwork and in places 
some brackets used for extra 
bonding.

Weekend 14 and 15th May 2016
The packwalling was fi nished, 
plus the path to the upper skipway  
widened. 
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Saturday 21st May 2016. Phase 
1 completed and the day spent 
clearing up and taking photographs. 
Everything moved outside of the 
second drum ready for phase 2 work 
to begin when Scheduled Ancient 
Monument approval is fi nalised.

I am well pleased with the result as it 
has turned out exactly as I intended, 
a very sturdy job with low visual 
impact against the background of 
the original mine fabric. I have had 
to widen the path up to the upper 
skipway for safety reasons as the 
width had been reduced by the 
support work.

Phase 2 Work
This work involved the replacement 
of the second plastic tube with RSJ 
steels and packwalling. Several 
SCMC members helped ferry the 
steels into the mine and the work was 
carried out over a number of visits.

Above: View of the partially built packwall, with rails in 
place (weekend of 30th April 2016).                 (Roy Fellows)

Above: View of the complete phase 1 work, 21st May 
2016.                                                            (Roy Fellows)

Above: View of the complete phase 1 work, 21st May. It 
harmonises well with the surroundings.          (Roy Fellows)

Above: The second tube as it was in 2016 prior to 
starting its replacement in Phase 2.          (Roy Fellows)

More details and pictures at:
www.cambrianmines.co.uk/works2016.htm

Special Note
Please note that the Scheduled Ancient Monument status extends to the 
underground and that consent had to be obtained for these works.

Above: The second tube removed 
and the uprights in position ready to 
take the spans.              (Roy Fellows)

Above: The spans in place and the 
new route mucked out and fi nished. 
Allowing the area beyond to drain.

(Roy Fellows)

Cwmystwyth Underground Works - A Brief Summary
Continued ...
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What the Papers Said - “Wellington Journal & Shrewsbury News”
Submitted by Steve Dewhirst

FATALITY AT BROSELEY.
Henry Williams, 56, married man, was killed on Tuesday 
morning when working in Messrs. W. and P. Jones’s clay pit 
at the Calcutts. A quantity of rock fell upon him, and the 
poor fellow was taken home, where Dr. Boon discovered 
that his back and thigh were broken and also several of his 
ribs. Shortly after the doctor had attended to the injuries 
Williams expired. Deceased leaves a widow, and had not 
long resumed work after being laid up with a broken arm.

At the Napoleon Inn, Broseley Wood, on Wednesday, Mr. F. 
H. Potts, borough coroner, held an inquiry on the body.— 
Mr. Hugh R. Make-peace, inspector of mines, was present.

Edward Williams stated that deceased, who was 56 years 
old, was his father. He was a clay miner and had lived in 
Broseley Wood. Deceased worked for Charles R. Jones at 
the Calcutts Pit, Jackfi eld, which belonged to Mr. W. Jones. 
He went to work at six o’clock on Tuesday morning, and 
was brought home hurt at half past nine on the same day, 
and died half-an-hour afterwards.

James Gittens stated that he was under-ground manager 
for Charles Richard Jones. He had worked at the pits since 
January, and on Tuesday he went down the pit with deceased 
about six o’clock in the morning, but before they began 
work he inspected the place and discovered that the sides 
were unsafe. He gave deceased orders to make things safe. 
Witness and deceased worked together till nine o’clock, 
when Gittens said he was going to his breakfast. He left 
Williams driving a wedge in, and when witness had gone 
about ten yards, he heard deceased shout “O Lord, save 
me.” He immediately went to his assistance, and found 
him lying face downwards, and a large lump of clay upon 
him— about 500 cwt. fell. Steventon and others came to 
the rescue, and they got deceased out of the pit as soon 
as possible.

Cross-examined by the Inspector : He started deceased to 
work at 6:30, to take off  the loose sides from the roadway. 
Th ey commenced to work at the place where the accident 
happened, about 20 past 8 o’clock.  Deceased used a hammer, 
wedge, and pick, and when Williams was extricated they 
found the pick on his right foot. He did not use the pick 
until witness left him. Th e clay on the top over-hung a foot 
or more, and it was full of slips and joints. Deceased had 
been accustomed to dressing the sides, and was very careful.

Joseph Steventon, clay miner, said he lived near the Bridge 
Gate, and was working in the pit when the accident occurred. 
He was fi lling a drought of clay when he heard the clay 
fail. He went to assist Gittens. 

Dr. Boon (Broseley) deposed that he saw the deceased about 
9:30 when he was brought home in a cart. On examination 

he found his right thigh was fractured and several ribs broken 
on the life side. Th e abdomen was also swollen. He expired 
20 minutes after witness saw him. Th ere was no doubt the 
injuries were caused by being crushed.

Th e Inspector said he had examined the place that afternoon. 
Th e clay was very much broken and full of joints and slips, 
and from all the marks and indications round about the 
place deceased had been apparently working on the side as 
he ought to, but from the marks of the tool against the roof 
and the position in which he lay it appeared that deceased 
had actually gone in front of the stone he was trying to 
pull over, the result being the stone fell, and he was crushed 
against the opposite side. It was a careless and dangerous act, 
and he knew many accidents had resulted from the same 
thing, and he had had to caution men about it.

Th e Coroner remarked that it was a clear case of accident, 
and if there was any negligence it lay with deceased.

Th e jury returned a verdict of “ Accidental death.”

18th June 1898

BROSELEY
FUNERAL OF MODERN MASON.

On Saturday the remains of the late Henry Williams of 
Broseley Wood, the victim of the recent colliery accident at 
Jackfi eld, as reported in last week’s issue of the Journal, were 
interred in Broseley cemetery. A large number of miners 
followed, and the Jackfi eld lodge of Modern Masons (of 
which society deceased had been a member) also testifi ed 
to the respect in which he was held, by sending a large 
deputation. Th e offi  ciating clergyman was the Rev. G. F. 
Lamb, M.A., rector.

25th June 1898

BROSELEY DISTRICT COUNCIL.
Th e usual meeting was held on Wednesday; present:—
Captain D. L. Prestage (chairman), Alderman J. A. Exley, 
Councillors P. Jones, W. E. Southern, E. G. Exley, W. Mear, 
R. A. Instone, Messrs. G. Cooper (town clerk), G. Stevenson 
(surveyor), and J. Dixon (rate collector).

THE COLLECTOR AND FINANCE.
Th e collector stated he had collected £138 8s. 10d. of 
the rate, which left £123 outstanding, out of which he 
estimated £23 voids.—Th e Clerk thought the voids were 
more than usual.—Th e Collector remarked that there were 
three £40 pits standing.

2nd July 1898
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The club’s restoration of the base of 
the producer gas plant gas generator 
to its pre-1980 demolition position 
was fi nally completed in mid-
December 2017 when the contractor, 
Mark Owen hauled it from where the 
tirfer had got it in 2015 to its original 
level and location.

The work was funded by the 
Landscape Partnership Scheme who 
also paid for the replacement of the 
fence between the mill foundation 
and the road. The stripping out of 
the old fence and undergrowth have 
revealed previously covered details 
including what is probably the 
location of an opening in the road 
elevation, with the brambles cleared 
it should be easy to remove some 
moss and weeds and reveal more 
details of that wall.

The Cothercott Octagon and New Fence
Mike Shaw

Above: ‘The base back in place with Mark Owen’s CAT 302.5 in attendance, 
18 Dec 2017’.           (Mike Shaw)

Above, left: Ian Cooper using the tirfor in August 2015 to move the base 
back onto the site.                 (Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
Above, right: The base after initial clearance just off the site, June 2015.
Left: The probable site of an opening in the front wall looking south with the 
hole for 150 x 100 post to support the galvanised iron sheeting at the bottom 
of the picture and the ‘fossil’ corrugations above. 21st Dec, 2017   (Mike Shaw)
Below: The new fence almost complete 21st Dec. 2017.                (Mike Shaw)
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Some Sicilian Sulphur Mines, Part 3
Andy Wood

Miniera Gessolungo
Miniera Gessolungo commenced in 
1839 and benefi ts from a very high 
20%-22% sulphur containing stratum 
but there is a 30 degree slope on the 
vein and it lies between unstable 
clays and shales. Early workings 
were from drifts but in 1879 more 
conventional steep staircases were 
dug to a depth of 150m and the 
fi rst vertical shaft dates from 1896. 
Fiocchi shaft, 295m deep, was 
started in 1912 and the masonry 
headframe stands, complete with 
its cages and a dilapidated winding 
house.

There were at least four other shafts 
but all have now been capped. There 
are a number of the usual buildings 
(dated at 1964) but one still houses 
three compressors, two Atlas Copcos 
installed in 1955, and an Ingersoll 
Rand. All the old calcaroni and a 
specially designed 1963 oven for 
handling very fi ne material, have 
been buried under spoil.

1881 marked the massive loss of life 
from a methane explosion with over 
100 killed or injured. Another similar 
episode in 1958 killed or injured 72. 
The mine closed in 1979.

Above: Tanks & air receivers at Miniera Gessolungo.    
Below: The masonry headframe Below: The cage.

Left: The electric winder & drum. Below: Views of the compressors.

Left: The sheave 
wheels.

Right: The offi ces 
and labs with 
the masonry 
headframe in the 
background.

(All pictures: Andy 
Wood)
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Some Sicilian Sulphur Mines, Part 3
Continued ...

Miniera Juncio-Tumminelli
This mine dates from the 1820s and in 1871 had one 
of the fi rst steam engines to be installed in the orefi eld 
apparently working a haulage incline prior to a vertical 
shaft being dug. In both 1882 and again in 1957 there 
were serious accidents and major loss of life from the 
effects of gas.

In 1894, the site was established as the pumping station 
for all the neighbouring mines.

Around 1965, EMS combined this site with the nearby 
Miniera Gessolungo, with which it communicated 
underground, but turned Tumminelli principally into 
an ore haulage shaft. It invested in the most modern 
extraction plant to have been put in place in the sulphur 
mines, a system still used in today’s industry.

The shaft housed a counterweighted skip underneath a 
personnel cage and the entire system was automated. 
The skip was loaded automatically from an underground 
hopper, rose to the surface then discharged its contents 
into a crushing and screening plant before the sized 
material was conveyed to a battery of silos from which 
trucks moved the material to Miniera Trabonella for 

Above: The crusher at Miniera Tumminelli.    

Below: Three views of the Miniera Tumminelli steel headframe.    

Below, left: The discharge hoppers for sized material from 
the crushing and screening plant.

Below, right: The winding engine house.    
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Some Sicilian Sulphur Mines, Part 3
Continued ...

processing. A single operator in the engine house 
control room ran the whole system.

The mine was closed in 1987 after 8 years of inactivity 
and the shafts capped in 1990. The headframe and 
engine house are in reasonable condition and there are 
well trashed workshop, offi ce and canteen buildings on 
the site.

Above: The crusher and screens at Miniera Tumminelli.

Right: Remains of 
the winder.

Left: The Miniera Tumminelli skip with the cage on top.

Miners Memorial Cemetery - Miniera Gessolungo
Below: Part of the disaster scenario memorial for the Miniera Gessolungo 
mine disaster in which 81 miners were killed.

Right: Memorial 
for ‘I Carusi’ 
(the ‘children’) 
who died in the 
disaster.



21“Below” 2018.1

Miners Cemetery
On November 12, 1881, at 6am, Mina Gessolungo was 
marred by one of the greatest disasters ever seen in the 
Sicilian sulphur mines.

Eighty one workers were killed when fi re damp 
was ignited causing a massive fi re. 19 of these were 
‘Carusi’, children between 8 and 14 years old, and the 
names of 9 of them remain unknown.

The scale of the disaster was such that a special 
cemetery was built for those lost. It is now known as 
the ‘Graveyard of the Carusi’ and acts as a memorial to 
all those who have died in the sulphur mines. It includes 
a small garden fi lled with crosses for each of those 
killed in 1881, a representation of a level, complete 
with truck and a sculpture of a caruso.

Above: The grave markers, with name boards in distance.

Miniera Saponaro 
Unfortunately, although I knew it was not much further 
on, I failed to fi nd this mine as time ran out on me; I 
took a wrong turn and ended up at a “kart track” whose 
operator could not understand my vestigial Italian nor 
me his native tongue. The site is an agglomeration of 
several mines and has some interesting remains but 
most importantly has the only open and accessible 
original adits/inclines descending several levels. One 
more for next time.

Miniera Giumentaro 
Not visited, but the headframe and some buildings are 
still standing and it was one of the last mines to close in 
the 1980s.

More Information
There is much more detailed information on the sulphur 
industry on the “il Casale di Emma” website (an 
interesting project recording the details of the mines, 
miners, poems and songs.

bit.ly/2FaClHe

Photos and historical details (in Italian, but Google 
translate works quite well:

bit.ly/2EEEKNi

and the mines around Caltanissetta at the ‘Friends of the 
Caltanissetta Mines’ website:

www.amicidellaminiera.it

Below: The names of those who died, where known.

Some Sicilian Sulphur Mines, Part 3
Continued ...
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Letter to the Editor

Seeing the various photos from the 
report in your last issue of Below! 
rang some bells. I’ve recently been 
digesting the surviving Snailbeach 
managers’ reports held in Salop 
Archives.

Photo 4 on page 6 (see right) shows 
the passage due south from Chapel 
Shaft at the 112 Yard Level. There 
are very few reports with details of 
the Chapel Shaft development, but 
there are notes of this work.

James R Eddy reported in October 
1863 that this driving had reached 
50 fathoms south of Chapel Shaft. 
At the same time, plats were being 
put in at the various levels in the 
shaft. Chapel shaft had been sunk 
to 282 yards in about March 1863, 
and sinking was then suspended for 
fi tting out the shaft for raising ore.

I have found no more mentions of 

the continued driving, but if all it 
is today is a blind 250 yard tunnel, 
clearly it didn’t fi nd a vein of ore as 
Eddy might have hoped.

Andy Cuckson

Plan, below: Part of the Snailbeach 
Mine plan No.17. Surveyed by 
Captain Oldfi eld, November 1909. 
Reduced and traced by P.Blight, 
March 1921. The level in question is 
towards the bottom right.
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New Book

The Ups and Downs of Clifton Rocks Railway and the Clifton Spa.
The defi nitive history.

By Maggie Shapland. £15

Hardback 317 pages including 430 images, many in colour. Foreword by Sir George White. Published by Bristol 
Industrial Archaeological Society (BIAS) on behalf of Clifton Rocks Railway.

All proceeds from the sale of the book to the Clifton Rocks Railway Trust.

Delving into the history of the railway over the last 12 years has led to unexpected discoveries and research. It is a 
story spread over 530 years, which befi ts such a large site. Maggie has told the story interspersed with oral histories, 
research, quotes from contemporary newspapers, and artefacts that the volunteers have found during their work 
since 2005. 

The story starts in the 1690s with the spa in Hotwells and its demise in 1867, the Sion spring in Clifton bored in 
1796 and feeding the smaller baths in Clifton until 1877. Trade in Clifton declined and it was thought that reviving 
the spa industry would help. Independently, others wanted a lift to be built by the suspension bridge to get visitors 
up from Hotwells where the trams ran, paddle-steamers docked, and a train ran to Avonmouth.

Permission was given in 1891 to George Newnes (who had just built the Lynton and Lynmouth water powered 
lift) provided he built a pump room to enjoy the spring waters, in a tunnel to avoid spoiling the beauty of the Avon 
Gorge, and did not apply for an alcohol license. In the end, the railway was opened in 1893, the pump room in 1894, 
and the hotel and Turkish baths in 1898.

Despite a huge amount of money spent on the project, the railway went bankrupt in 1908, and the pump room 
turned into a cinema in 1920. Sir George White bought the Railway in 1912 and operated it until 1934 when it went 
bankrupt again. The problems of building a tunnel in rock on a steep slope, together with operation and maintenance 
have been included.

The second story starts when War broke out and the hotel complex was requisitioned in 1939 by the Barrage Balloon 
headquarters who also applied for space in the Railway tunnel for offi ces and a shelter. The rest of the tunnel was 
used as a shelter for Clifton and Hotwells residents, and as the main BBC control room and transmitting station for 
the area. The BBC vacated the premises in 1960. Each of these operations have been described and the oral histories 
bring the story to life.

The third story starts in 2005 when after years of dereliction, a band of volunteers got together and started 
restoration and preservation of the tunnel. The highlights of their work are shown.

It is not just a Railway in a tunnel, it is a tunnel that has had two distinct roles to play, courted controversy when it 
was suggested that a lift should be built in the 1880s and even now courts controversy as to whether it should run as 
a railway again, despite it going bankrupt twice and having war time conversions built on top of the tracks. The last 
chapter deals with this issue.

Maggie is the Restoration Offi cer, Vice-chairman and Archivist of the railway. This story is also a good news story 
in a different way. In October 2016 she was diagnosed with advanced pancreatic cancer with months to live.
The nurse asked what she wanted to achieve with the rest of her life. She responded that she wanted to write 
the defi nitive history of the Railway because she was the only person who had researched the whole story. 
Chemotherapy began a few weeks later. Mike and Maggie, got married and had the reception in the Hotel followed 
by guests having a trip down the Railway tunnel. Chapters of the book were taken into hospital to check. Her 
condition was declared stable in February 2017 and the main contents were completed in October 2017. She 
thoroughly enjoyed going back through all the archive material and knitting it all together, and also carried on doing 
trips down the tunnel and guiding people round on open days. Her health is still stable in January 2018 and she 
has been asked by the Pancreatic Network to be an inspiration speaker to show that focussing on a project, fi tness, 
exercise and a positive attitude had all contributed to her still being alive today. Everyone, including the nurse who 
diagnosed her prognosis have been astounded in the quality, size and thoroughness of the book. Fantastic value for 
money.

Available to buy from Clifton Library, Clifton Suspension Bridge Visitor Centre, Bristol Archives or by post from 
Clifton Rocks Railway website www.cliftonrocksrailway.org.uk postage and packing £3.50 extra second class.

Roger Gosling
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Cononish Gold Mine
Plans for full-scale gold and silver mining at Cononish Gold mine, near 
Tyndrum has been given the backing of the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park Authority.

The Cononish mine produced gold for the fi rst time in August 2016 
following the launch of an ore processing trial. Its operator, Scotgold 
Resources, now plans a much larger extraction.

A small amount of gold has already been refi ned and sold - at premium 
prices. Scotgold Resources now plans to re-open an old mine shaft and 
remove more than half a million tonnes of mineral ore, along with up to 
170,000 tonnes of rock.

The fi nal decision of the national park’s planning committee will be made 
after a site visit on 27 February. If approved, operations could last up to 17 
years.

A previous plan limited the operations to 10 years, but the fi rm is leaving 
open the option of slower production, depending on its fi nances.

The previous plan has also been amended to change the way in which the 
rock stacks will be distributed, removing the need for diversion of a burn on 
the site.

A temporary bridge is being planned to keep site traffi c away from the West 
Highland Way.

As many as 52 jobs could be created during production, and the fi rm has 
offered nearly £500,000 in payments to support the local community. The 
local Strathfi llan community group was in support of the application.

BBC News reports, February 2018

News Round-Up 1

Congratulations to ‘Jopo’
Many Club members will know ‘Jopo’ (Brian Jopling), 
who has been involved with South Wales Caving Club 
and cave rescue for many years. Amongst Jopo’s many 
talents is the manufacture of caving stretchers, such as 
the Slix 100 (MCRO has one of these).

At the end of last year Jopo was photographed eyeleting 
the 1,000th Slix 100 stretcher - even though the stretchers 
weren’t numbered for years and years.

A good moment to refl ect upon a wonderful piece of 
design work - although according to Brian’s son Hywel 
(who now runs the business), the stretchers only have 
one fault, they last too long!!

Congratulations ‘Jopo’ on your contribution to the Cave 
Rescue community at large, and the world of Rescue in 
general.

Slix 100 Rescue 
Stretcher

Right: Brian 
Jopling 
eyeleting the 
1,000th Slix 
100

Left: Detail of 
the eyelets.

Pictures:
Hywel Jopling

Welsh Gold
Various news reports have been 
circulating that gold mining 
might re-start at both Clogau and 
Gwynfynydd gold mines. 

Some work appears to have 
taken place at Gwynfynydd - the 
construction of a new hydro-electric 
plant, but apart from some tidying-
up work and new fencing around the 
various openings nothing appears to 
have happened at the mine site yet.

At the end of 2017 Alba Mineral 
Resources acquired 49% of ‘Gold 
Mines of Wales’ with a view to 
re-opening Clogau. It’s all very 
confusing at the moment, as to who 
owns what. But, it is known that 
stocks of ‘Welsh’ gold are running 
out, so mining will need to start 
soon!

Irish Gold
In addition to Wales, Club 
members who went to the NAMHO 
Conference in Ireland, visited two 
gold mines in the North operated by 
Dalradian and Galantas.
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New Books

The Tinworking Landscape of Dartmoor in a European Context
By the Dartmoor Tinworking Research group, Editor Phil Newman, A4, 
Sb,159pp.

These were papers presented to the Conference in Tavistock , Devon, 6 - 11 
May 2016. The book is full of colour photographs and images, its records lot 
of the exceptional content of this international conference anyone with an 
interest in Tin Mines and work associated will want a copy.

Chapters and subject are as follows:

The World of the Dartmoor Tinner: An Historical Context 12th to 20th 
Century- Tom Greeves

Tin Deposits of the Dartmoor Granite - Richard Scrivener
Dartmoor and Prehistoric to Early Medieval Tinworking - Henreitta Quinell
Mining for Tin on Dartmoor in the Eighteenth to Twentieth Centuries: The 

Landscape Legacy - Phil Newman
Lodges and Mills: The Field Archaeology of Tin Accommodation, Stamping 

and Smelting on Dartmoor - Tom Greeves
The Hemerdon Project- Simon Hughes
Tinworking in the Cornish landscape - Peter Herring
Tin Isotope Fingerprints of Ore Deposits and Ancient Bronze - Gerhard 

Brugmann, Daniel Berger, Carolin Frank, J Marahrens, B Nessel, Ernst 
Pernicka

Leats and tin streamworks of the 16th century in the Krusné Hory / 
Erzgebirge, Czech Republic - Petr Rojik

National Cultural Monument Jeronym (Hieronymus) Mine, near Rovna, 
Czech Republic - Michael Rund

Northwestern Iberian Tin Mining from Bronze Age to Modern Times: an 
overview - Beatriz Comendador Rey, Emmanuelle Meunier; Elin F 
Igueiiedo, Aaron Lackinger, Joao Fonte, Cristina Ferndnz, Alexandre 
Lima, José Miriao, Rui J.C. Silva.

Mike Moore

Notes on an Old Colliery Pumping Engine (1791)
William Thompson Anderson, (Edited by Steve Grudgings),
Sb, Foolscap,83pp. Cost: £15.00

The work is based on a paper that was read to the Manchester Geological 
and Mining Society on January 9th 1917. The original author (William 
Thompson Anderson) had been involved in installing a new pumping plant 
at Pentrich Colliery which made the old atmospheric beam pumping engine 
redundant.

The author believed that the old Pentrich Pumping Engine had been in 
use for 125 years, so he took a series of photographs of the engine and it’s 
associated equipment. The engine was subsequently re-erected in the, then, 
new Science Museum building in 1921.

The 1917 paper was originally printed in the “Transactions of the Institute 
of Mining Engineers” (Vol.LII, part 4, pages 396-420 and 423-445). Thanks 
to the kind permission of IOM3 (successor to the IME) Steve has been able 
to use the original drawings and photographs (the latter enlarged for better 
detail) for this reproduction.

It is a fascinating study of a Newcomen Engine brought together and 
re-printed by Steve Grudgings for the 1st International Early Engines 
Conference last year, but anyone with an interest in early atmospheric 
engines will fi nd it an invaluable, well produced work.

Kelvin Lake

George Hall Mining 
Journal Index

Just a reminder that George’s 
Mining Journal Index for Wales 
& Shropshire (1835-1921) has 
been digitised and is available 
on the Welsh Mines Preservation 
Trust Website:

welshminestrust.org/
george-halls-index

These publications are available 
from Mike Moore at Club meetings, 
or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk
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Northern Mine Research Society

New Books
Mike Moore

British Mining 104  - Memoirs 2017
A5, softback 88pp cost £10.00
Written by various authors, two of which written by Club members Ali Neill 
and Ivor Brown, who are sadly no longer with us. Luckily their work lives 
on in publications such as this.

The titles and authors of the 8 chapters are:
William & Mary Mine, Tavistock, Devon (Alasdair Neill)
A history of the drainage of the Tyne collieries (Nigel A. Chapman)
A history of Baddesley Colliery, Warwickshire (Nigel  A. Chapman)
A post war jig, S.E. of Moor Intake Farm, Arkengarthdale, North Yorkshire – 

Addendum (Shaun Richardson and Richard Lamb)
Harlaxton Ironstone Quarry 1940-1977 (Ivor Brown)
Voel Mines (Merioneth) Ltd  and the search for a processing mill (R.M.
Callender)
Mining Memorials in Scotland (Jim Henry)
The Dunkirk Coal Pit and the Constant Mary Waterwheel (Brian Jeffery)

British Mining No 103
John Taylor and Sons and their three “Drops of Comfort” – 
their lead mines at Linares, Jaén, Southern Spain
By Robert W.Vernon, Softback, A5, 250pp £12.00

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, British companies exploited 
the rich mining areas of Spain, bringing with them substantial capital and 
technological resources. This was an important factor in the decline of lead 
mining in the UK. 

The world famous mining house of John Taylor and Sons developed three 
large companies: the Linares Lead Mining Company, the Fortuna Company 
and the Alamillos Company which together paid consistent dividends for 
well over 50 years from about 1850 until the start of the First World War.

These companies were the Taylors’ ‘Three Drops of Comfort’, which 
brought great wealth to the family.

This account also includes the history of two more modest ventures: the 
Buena Ventura Company and Spanish Mining Properties which were 
developed towards the end of this period.

This is another well researched publication from Club member Rob Vernon, 
it is a comprehensive work with over ninety illustrations and 250 pages and 
is a fi tting tribute to British mining expertise in its heyday.

Note: There were problems with the quality of the fi rst printing of this 
volume, which has been withdrawn and republished by their usual printers 
and is now of the high standard you expect from NMRS publications.

The NMRS try to produce 2 volumes per year, these are free to members but 
are available from myself and other outlets, these are a great read and full of 
information.

Rhosydd Slate Quarry
By M.J.T. Lewis and JH Denton, Sb, A4 94pp, cost: £16.00 + £2.70 postage

This was a much sought after and rare publication, Peter Burgess facilitated 
this new production in A4 format with an easier to read typeface and clearer 
pictures The book gives a detailed description of the slate Quarry / Mine it’s 
working methods and features throughout. It was a full study of the Rhosydd 
underground and I’m pleased to be able to make it available again.

Available from Mike Moore at Club 
meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk
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Books and Videos

For more details or to order online visit:
www.iarecordings.org

HISTORIC MINES OF SPAIN VOL.3 COMPILATION NO.54
Exploring more mines of Andalucía (2 disc set)

The 11th International Mining 
History Congress was held in 
Linares, Spain in September 2016 
and widely regarded as the best ever. 

A week before joining the Congress, 
SCMC members explored historic 
mines and related structures in the 
West of Andalucía and Castilla-La 
Mancha.

Just a few of the many sites and 
events featured in these two DVDs 
are listed here:

First week Rio Tinto Museum & 
Peña del Hierro opencast mine. Rail 
journey beside the deep red Rio 
Tinto river, passing buildings and 
slag piles from many eras of mineral 
dressing and smelting, plus railway 
locomotives and rolling stock.

San Antonio mine, huge trucks in 
Cerro Colorado working opencast 
mine, English housing exhibit and 
Corta Atalaya open pit all in the Rio 
Tinto area.

Pithead buildings and headframe on 
the eastern shaft at La Zarza copper 
mine.The well-preserved pier of the 
Rio Tinto railway in Huelva was 
visited - now a popular angling spot.

Congress week buildings of El 
Centenillo mine, La Aquisgrana 
mining museum, Pozo Ancho 
Cornish engine houses and the 
nearby La Cruz smelter and 
preserved lead shot tower.

The surviving steel headframe 
at El Cobre mine.La Esmeralda 
headframe and buildings, Matacabras 
mine - the last to work in the area, 
and El Cobre, which still retains its 
headframe and cages.

Linares English cemetery, La 
Tortilla smelter and shot tower, San 
Guillermo mine.

Part of the vast excavation of Alquife 
opencast iron mineRounding the trip 
off at the vast excavation of Alquife 
opencast iron mine which closed in 
1996 and may re-open soon.

Thanks to Rob Vernon for 
researching and documenting the 
sites in the fi rst part of this DVD 
and to him and our friends in the 
Colectivo Proyecto Arrayanes 
for organising the excellent 11th 
International Mining History 
Congress in and around Linares.

The DVDs have over 180 chapter 
points to aid viewing.

£ 16.80 - DVD (2 disc set)
Running Time: 2 hours 49 minutes.

Club discount available at meetings

The large Aznalcóllar opencast 
copper mine.

Extensive preserved open pit and 
shaft workings around the eastern 
shaft at La Zarza & Tharsis.

The picturesque Villanueva del Rio y 
Minas coal mine with its ‘Malakoff’ 
tower style headframe on the upcast 
shaft.

The huge Peñarroya Company 
smelter site. Ancient and modern 
remains at Cerro Muriano.

The headframe at Puertollano coal 
mine museumExcellent surface 
and underground tours of Almadén 
mercury mine museum and a trip to 
the Almadenejos horse whim.

Puertollano coal mine museum, with 
its steel headframe and nearby sites.

Not far away, the former railway 
tunnel to Horcajo mine village has 
been converted into a road and 
makes for an interesting drive.

The narrow gauge railway tunnel 
between El Centenillo mine and 
Pozo Nuevo.
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Diary DatesClub Offi cers

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

1st April: Columns Open Day, Ogof 
Ffynnon Ddu.

4th-6th May: Mendip Cavefest 
2018, Priddy.

1st-4th June: NAMHO 2018 
Conference. Based at Dean Field 
Studies Centre, Parkend, Forest of 
Dean, The event is run by the GSS, 
RFDCC, Hades and SGMRG.

3rd June: BCA AGM, Forest of 
Dean.

21st June - 7th July: 18th 
International Symposium on 
Vulcanospeleology, Lava Beds 
National Monument, California.

28th July - 4th August: NSS 
Convention, Helena, Montana.

23rd-26th August: 12th 
EuroSpeleo Forum, Ebensee, Austria.

September 2018: Hidden Earth, 
National Caving Conference, venue 
and date to be announced. More 
details will be released on their web:

hidden-earth.org.uk/

2019
4th-8th July, 2019: NAMHO 
2019 Conference, to be hosted by 
Roy Fellows at Llanafan (between 
Tregaron and Aberystwyth), 
Ceredigion, in Wales. 

The Pangs of Long Underground Digs ...

President: David Adams

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Gareth Rushton

Secretary:  Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Conservation: David Poyner

NAMHO Rep: Alan Robinson

Membership, BCA Rep & 
Insurance: Mike Davies 

Tackle:  Andy Harris

Training Offi cer:
Andrew Wood

First Aid Offi cer:
Alan Moseley

Bat Offi cer: Mike Worsfold

‘Below’ Editor, Publications: 
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

munch

I’m feeling peckish, wish I hadn’t left my sarnies up top
Have some jelly ..

munch

the Gel insert

Where’d you get that?

chomp

very nutritious
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