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Library Additions
Subterranea: Newsletter of the
Subterranea Britannica, Issue 13,
April 2007. Contains part 2 of an
interesting article on the detailed
Soviet mapping of Britain, Ireland
and other countries (such as India).
The article discusses how they might
have drawn up the maps - particularly
to cover areas where the Ordnance
Survey show ‘blanks’.

The Bulletin: Subterranea
Britannica Bulletin 32, April 2007.
The first Bulletin to be produced
since 2000. This contains a large
article on The Austin- Longbridge
underground, plus a couple of items
on Ice-houses.

Stone Chat: Newsletter of the
Norfolk Mineral & Lapidary
Society, No.27 No.3, Spring 2007 -
minerals from Yorkshire, Anglesey
Mining Press release about proposed
mining.  No.27 No4, Summer 2007 -
has an interesting item on how Agate
escape tubes might have formed in
agate geodes.

North Wales Caving Club:
Newsletter 298, January-February
2007.  Now in colour it contains trip
reports of a dig in Stewart’s shaft, an
excursion under Mynydd Cwm and
details on how to make a siphon.
Newsletter 299, March-April 2007.
Reports a breakthrough in Ogof Hesp
Alyn, plus a trip to Pool Park
amongst other items.

British Caving Association:
Newsletter No.7, December 2006

Barytes Thesis
Congratulations to member Mike
Shaw on his successful completion
of a thesis on “The Shropshire
Barytes Industry” for the degree of
Master of Philosophy at the
University of Birmingham. He intends
to publish it as a book which should
make an interesting and useful
addition to available Shropshire
mining literature.

Ivor Brown

Bickfest
In celebration of the late David Bick’s
life the Welsh Mines Society is
arranging a two-day meeting on
September 29th and 30th, 2007.

Based at the Mellington Hall Hotel,
Church Stoke, Powys. On the Sunday
there will be a walk, led by members
of the Society, to the Bryntail and
Pen-y-clun mines, near Llanidloes.

The fee for the weekend is expected
to be £25. For more details visit the
WMS website:  www.welshmines.org

NAMHO 2006
The NAMHO 2006 Conference
Proceedings have now been
published. If you were a delegate (or
helper) at last years conference then
you are entitled to a ‘free’ copy of
the Proceedings - pick up a copy at
the next Club meeting or contact
Andy Wood. If you weren’t at the
conference you can buy copies at
Club meetings for £6 (price to non-
Club members £7.50).

The Proceedings contain copies of
the text (plus photographs and
illustrations) from most of the
lectures at the conference, so it’s well
worth picking up a copy.

Account 25 Available
David Adams has recently completed
“The History of Limestone Mining in
Church Aston & Lilleshall”, SCMC
Account 25. At 245 pages with 123 B/
w pictures and 47 illustrations and
maps this is a comprehensive
account. Price to Club members £15,
non-Club members £22. Order your
copy from Dave or via Mike Moore.

Wrekin Coal
In April more than 200 residents
turned up at an exhibition in Little
Wenlock organised by UK Coal
about the proposals for open-cast
mining in the New Works area, at the
foot of the Wrekin. The company
plans to extract 900,000 tons of coal
over 4 years at two sites off New
Works Lane and Huntington Lane.

However, more protests were raised
when it was discovered that rather
than returning the sites back to
‘nature’ when mining ceases, the
company plans to build houses on
them to meet the national housing
shortage. Although outside the
current Telford urban area, this will
be very close to the current multi-
million pound Lawley development,
where 3,500 houses are being built on
the former Lawley Common area.

Previous plans to open-cast the area
in 1992 were rejected by planners.
Wrekin MP Mark Pritchard has
launched a “people’s protest”against
the mining and housing plan, the
later would be developed by
Harworth Estates.
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News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown

Gravel Extraction
The quarrying company Ceatex UK
Ltd. is applying for planning
permission to extract sand and gravel
from an 18.6 ha area in a 41 ha
woodland (Woodcote Wood) near
Sheriffhales, Newport, Shropshire. It
would produce some 2.5 million
tonnes of mineral over a 13 year
period.
From Mineral Planning, Dec. 2006.

GS Bicentenary Talk
A talk is to be given as part of the
Geological Society Bicentenary at
Keele University on the Cadmans
(who were owners of Madeley Wood
Colliery, Shropshire c1918 to 1947
and some Staffordshire Pits) by Dr.
Hugh Torrens in November 2007.
This is one of a whole series of talks
being given this year on local
geologists and early supporters of
mining projects.

Dark Lane Village
Dark Lane Village (site of the Dark
Lane Memorial Project being carried
out by the Club) is the subject of a
book by D. & M. Rogers now on sale
at Wellington News Shop, price £12
(150 pages with illustrations, photos,
etc.). The village was removed to
make way for the Telford Town
Centre in 1971-2.

Coal News - 1967
In 1967 the NCB’s magazine Coal
News made the claim that Charles
Ray was the ‘longest serving’ miner
then living. He started work at
Kemberton Pit, Shropshire “pushing
over trains on a thin coal face”
(‘trains’ is the local word for flat
truck) in May 1894 age 13 and
finished as a deputy (a post he had
held for 25 years) at Teversal Colliery
(Notts) in July 1959 age 78 -  a miner
for 65 years.

Coal News, March 1967

‘Routes to your Past’
An exhibition on “Routes to your
past” (exploring the background to
families in mining communities) is
being held at the Museum of
Cannock Chase 17th July to 15th

October 2007. This is a “travelling
exhibition” put together at the
National Coal Mining Museum. The
development of the mining
community for Madeley Wood
Colliery, Shropshire features largely
in this with “brass rubbing” of
sections of local 1:2500 maps,
photographs and plans among much
more.

Tom Wilson, Madeley
The late Tom Wilson of Madeley was
filmed for the NCB’s series “Mining
Reviews” in 1967 hunting foxes with
dogs with his deputy colleagues from
Kemberton Pit before day shift
commenced at 6.30am. ‘Mining
Review’ was produced each week for
showing during the interlude in
cinemas in mining areas. Each one
was about 20 minutes long covering
3 or 4 items. A copy of this film has
been purchased for use in Madeley
from the National Film Library.
Another item in this particular film
covers the NCB’s decision to sell
safety equipment (helmets, boots and
dust masks) at heavily reduced
prices. Previous to this miners had to
buy at full cost.

Mine Closures
In May 2007 the Coal Authority
published it’s latest list of closures of
underground coal mines in the UK.
Since October 1994, 22 large mines
have closed, 4 medium sized mines
and 61 small coal mines have also
closed. This period saw the closure
of Hem Heath (Staffs); April 1996,
Silverdale (Staffs); December 1998,
Haying Wood (Staffs); November
1997 and Apedale (Staffs); August
1996. There were none in Shropshire
to close.

Man-Engine Returns
The ‘man-engine’ has made a come-
back nearly 90 years after the Levant
Tin Mine Disaster in Cornwall (20th
Oct. 1919). They are once again being
marketed in the UK through British
journals. The Humphrey Manlift
Company are advertising their ‘belt-
manlift’ in the Mining Journal (Nov.
2006 issue) and other journals.

Books to be Re-printed
Tempus Publishing are reprinting the
books “East Shropshire Coalfields”
and “West Shropshire Mining
Fields” in the Autumn. If anyone has
found any errors in the original
issues could they please let Ivor
Brown know so that corrections can
be made.

8 Killed in Collapse
Eight people were killed when a shaft
above a new tunnel collapsed in a
roadway in Sao Paula, Brazil. The
collapse sucked in cars, a bus and a
dump truck.

From Tunnelling, Jan/Feb. 2007.

Tenerife Deaths
Six  people from a group of 30
scientists and members of a local
nature organisation died after they
became trapped while exploring
disused man-made tunnels on the
Canary Island of Tenerife. The group
descended into the labyrinth and got
into difficulties about a mile
underground in an area where
volcanic gases may have seeped
through the rock into the tunnels.

Daily Telegraph 12th Feb. 2007

‘Spiders’ stop mining
The discovery of tiny, cave-dwelling
animals measuring just 4mm in length
has halted plans to develop a $10bn
(£5bn) mine in Western Australia.
Environmental protection officials
rejected the iron ore mine proposal
from mining giant Rio Tinto when 11
species of troglobite were discovered
on the ground that it would cause the
extinction of at least five of the
newly-discovered species.

The troglobites are tiny cave-
dwelling creatures which resemble
spiders. They feed on organic matter
deep underground and will die if
exposed to ultraviolet light outside
their caves. The troglobites have no
eyes but have long front legs or
feelers to find their way around in the
dark.

BBC New Reports
29th Marhc 2007
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For those who do not know,
Midlands Cave Rescue Organisation
(MCRO) is composed primarily of
members of Dudley Caving Club
(DCC) and SCMC and has
responsibilty1 for assisting the police
with any rescue from caves or
disused mines in the Midlands. A
weekend of training and practice was
held on 21st-22nd April 2007.

The training was held at Ruiton Mill
(a converted windmill which is the
headquarters for DCC), Dudley.
There were about thirty individuals
present which included quite a few
from Gloucester Cave Rescue Group
(GCRG) as well as members from
DCC; Neal Rushton, Alan Moseley
and myself from SCMC.

Individuals were split into three
groups and rotated around three
training situations:

A. A mid-pitch rescue (this is really a
self-rescue procedure rather than
anything likely to be encountered
by a cave rescue team but it does
involve many key practices) – a
heavy dummy being ‘hung-up’
half way up the wall of the
windmill.

B. Loading a casualty into a
stretcher and hauling up a short
pitch (an annex to the mill).

C. Communications – use of cave
rescue radios and Hey Phones2.
One Hey Phone was set up in the
mill cellar while the surface unit
was used in various locations to
demonstrate key interactions.

During any breaks, there was a DVD
showing which records part of the
1993 large scale rescue practice, held
at Westbury Brook Mine in the
Forest of Dean – this involved a large
number of SCMC members and it was
fun to see the younger, thinner and
darker haired members.

Many individuals were staying at
Ruiton Mill overnight and 17 of us
went out for a meal on the Saturday
night. After the meal, John Smith
(DCC) showed a number of slide
compilations that he has put together

MCRO Weekend 21st - 22nd April 2007
by Steve Holding

– these included many old photo’s of
trips and again it was fun to see what
the years have done for some
individuals – it also demonstrated
that caving/mine explorations has
become much more colourful3 in
recent years. The slide shows were
terminated by the need for beer!

Sunday saw a rescue practice at
Drakelow4 – there were a few
additional persons present but
unfortunately only myself from
SCMC. The practice involved
location and recovery of three
individuals from different parts of the
tunnels and progressed well except
for communications and many
rescuers getting disorientated in the
complex pattern of tunnels.

The field telephones proved to be
very problematic and the initial
attempts with the Hey Phones were
too ambitious (to great an offset
distance between surface and
underground) the problems with the
field telephones were eventually
resolved and the Hey Phones
eventually worked well when not too
much was asked of them.

I think that most of those involved in
the two days both learnt a lot and
had a really enjoyable time – we got
to know one another better and there
are various plans for some joint trips.
For my part, I was mainly involved
with the Hey Phones and I am
minded to experiment rather more
with them in for use with our
Shropshire mines.

SCMC are expected to organise a
practice within one of our mines in
the Summer/Autumn.

Notes
1. The British Cave Rescue Council

(BCRC) is the umbrella
organisation for cave rescue
organisations throughout the
country and it is BCRC that co-
ordinates which CRO is
responsible in the different police
force areas. MCRO has one of the
largest geographical
responsibilities but one with few
caves or mines (Shropshire
probably being the main area of
mines) - Derbyshire CRO covers
the Peak District and parts of
Staffordshire. Some of the DCC

Right: The “mid-
pitch” rescue on
the outside of
Ruiton Mill.

Picture: Steve
Holding
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MCRO Weekend 21st - 22nd April 2007
continued ...

Dawley’s Mystery Hole
A hole which opened up in Captain
Webb Drive, Dawley on Monday
19th March, had still not been treated
by the beginning of July. The Coal
Authority was called out and
stabilised the hole by filling it with
gravel and stones by the 29th March.
However, despite this during April
the hole expanded from about 1 metre
wide to nearly 3 metres wide.

The delay in investigating the hole
was put down to the need to build a
special platform to carry a large
drilling rig. The Coal Authority
wanted to be sure that the hole is
coal related before attempting to treat

it and planned to have it in place in
early May, although at the time of
writing (July 1st) nothing seems to
have happened.

The Dawley area was an extensive
mining area in the 19th century not
just for coal, but also for clay and
iron to supply the local ironworks
and brick and pipe works.

Right: Coal Authority notice on the
fencing around the hole.
Below: The ‘hole’ in Captain Webb
Drive covered by plywood sheets in
late April, with piles of gravel in the
roadway.

Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings

members are also on the call-out
list for GCRG and some SCMC
members are on the callout list for
West Brecon Cave Rescue Team
(WBCRT) who have
responsibility for the mines in
Powys and other parts of Mid-
Wales.

2. Hey Phones are a system for
communication through the
ground. SCMC and MCRO were
fortunate enough to be able to
purchase a pair of Hey Phones
from the collection in memory of
Malcolm Newton.

3. Most of the early photo’s show
individuals caving in black wet-
suits or dark boiler suits and dull
or white helmets – the more
recent photos show everybody in
colourful oversuits and a wide
range of coloured helmets.

4. Drakelow was
established
as an
underground
‘shadow
factory’
during WWII
and was later
used as a
store for
aircraft parts.
In the 1980’s
it became one
of the secret
Regional
Seats of
Government
for use after a
nuclear attack. It is a fascinating
underground complex – those
parts not used since the WWII
contain many dated artefacts
while the more recent RSG is still
equipped with electricity and

Above: The heavy dummy looking a little worse for wear
during the “mid-pitch” rescue on the outside of Ruiton
Mill.                                                           Picture: Steve Holding

various working services – many
went for a tour after the practice
and encountered oddities such as
hot hot-plates in the kitchen and
a lit electric fire in the BBC studio.
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Mining Incidents in Shropshire No. 5 - Ignition of Firedamp at
Granville Colliery  September 1960, by Ivor Brown

The coal seams of the Donnington
area were well known for their make
of methane, an explosive gas when
mixed with air, particularly when in
proximity of a geological fault.   In
September 1960 Granville Pit was the
only pit in the Donnington area and
here the Top Coal was being worked.
The face involved in the incident,
known as 2Ds panel, was 2,700yd
away from the 1200ft deep downcast
shafts. The face itself was fairly level
with about 4ft 9in working height, but
had an 8ft fault about 30ft from its left
hand end (return airway) see plan
page 7.

The face affected was a typical 1950s
longwall face, undercut by machine
but with coal loaded by hand onto
face conveyor. As described in the
last issue of Below, methane drainage
had recently been installed with two
boreholes drilled in the return
roadway and angled over the gob
(wastes). At the time of the incident
20 men were on or near the face, 8
packers (drawing off and supporting
the wastes), three moving over the
conveyor, one extending the main
gate belt, four on the left hand road
rip, three putting in methane drainage
holes and the deputy.

The incident is described in an
official report as follows;
The deputy had found everything in
order in his district and was at the left
hand end airway front rip, about
8.25am on Thursday 1st September
1960. Preparations had been made for
ripping, cables disconnected and
coiled up, the face chocks moved
forward and the girder removed from
under the ripping. Half the rip had
already come down and was on the
floor, the rest was to be blasted.
Then to quote from the report:

“13. He prepared to fire two holes
which had been bored
approximately 3ft. in depth, one at
either side of the lip.  The holes
were tested with a break detector
and statutory tests for gas were
made and none found.  A fireclay
stemming plug was inserted at the
back of each hole after which
both holes were charged, each

with a 4 oz.. charge of Unigel
Eq..S. explosive and stemmed
with approximately 20” of fireclay
stemming.  The right hand shot
was coupled up, a gas test again
made, workmen and sentries
posted, and the shot fired from a
position 40 yards outbye on the
left hand gate from a sheltered
firing point.

14. As the shot went off, the Deputy
saw a flash at the ripping lip like a
flame which appeared to travel
about 30 yards towards him and
then disappear. He walked back
to the lip where he found things
looking normal.  He then
proceeded to make his way along
the face and had gone about
three yards when there was
“another flash and a rumble”
which seemed to come from the
second or third waste, i.e.
approximately 30 yards along the
face.  He continued to the fault
and sent all the face men into the
intake gate.  Power was cut off
from 2D’s and 2E’s districts at the
main intake, and a message sent
to withdraw the men from 2E’s
district.

15. Meanwhile, the Deputy, together
with the Overman, had again
examined 2D’s face as far as the
third waste where they found
smoke issuing.  They sent for
extra fire hoses from outbye.

16. On their arrival the Undermanager
and Safety Engineer also
examined the face as far as the
third waste where smoke was
issuing from behind the wood
chock,  A water jet was directed
into the waste.  The
Undermanager had just gone
behind the third waste when there
were four further “bangs” and the
officials on the face decided to
withdraw at once.  The Rescue
Station was contacted at this
point.  It was considered that the
air current was aggravating the
smoke in the third waste and
attempts were made to erect a
brattice sheet.  When the
Undermanager had travelled
about 10 yards behind the third
waste he saw a “flash” coming
from the second waste.  At this
point all men were withdrawn
from the face to the edge of the
district and a good fire-fighting
jet was left playing into the third
waste.

17.. At approximately 11.00 a.m. all
men had been withdrawn from the
Top Coal seam. Shortly
afterwards instructions were
given for the men from the
Doubles seam to be withdrawn
and for the pit to be cleared
except for the men dealing with
the incident on 2D’s face.  The
emergency scheme was put into
operation by the Group
Manager.”

Fire Fighting Ponds on the surface at Granville Colliery c1960.
Picture: Ray Rushton
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At about 12.30pm it was decided to
seal off the 2D’s face and work
commenced on the stoppings, fitting
air sampling tubes as appropriate.

During this time rescue teams were
standing by. Several 'bumps' were
heard and conditions deteriorated so
that at 8.0pm it was decided to put on
new seals nearer the pit bottom. All
persons were then withdrawn from
the mine who were not involved in
this work. Work on the stoppings
ceased before they were permanently
sealed at 6.15am Saturday. The fire
hydrants were left open and the
District was allowed to flood. This
drained the fire fighting pool at the
surface. Air sampling however
continued. Work on the main seals
near the pit bottom carried on.

During the following week air
samples showed conditions to be
improving and several explorations
were carried out. Damage was found
to be limited although at least one
‘bump’ had been sufficient to
dislodge two heavy air doors.

On Sunday afternoon 11th September
a joint inspection of the pit was
carried out by the Inspectorate,
Union and Management and it was
decided that it would be safe to
reopen the pit for work on Monday
12th. The effected face was to remain
closed and flooded.

This incident seemed to have been
brought to a close very quickly due
to the degree of information that
could be obtained from air samples
from both sides of the stoppings, in
this the methane drainage pipes and
boreholes had certainly proved
invaluable. A mobile laboratory had
also been used for analysing the
samples at the pit, this gave much
earlier results than previously using a
central laboratory. Before the pit
reopened on the Monday the
stoppings on panel 2D were
completed and then sprayed with
latex to reduce the likelihood of any
leakage. They were kept like this until
sampling eventually indicated that all
fires were out on that face.

By the summer of 1961 it was agreed
that an attempt should be made to
reopen the affected face. On June
17th 1961 the colliery rescue team
was deployed to break through the
stoppings to enable the face to be
examined. During this time the
Madeley Wood Rescue Team
(including the writer as captain) was
posted on standby at the pit. Their
services were not however needed
on the underground work as all went
well with the operation.

Air sampling had certainly proved its
worth in this incident. Its success
was made possible by using the
methane drainage pipes and a mobile
laboratory for quick analyses. The
affected face (2D) was found on
inspection to be in such poor
condition that it could not be
restarted,

Lessons are learned from every
incident. The the rescue man’s life
may have been saved in the incident

described in Below 2006.4 (page 8)
had there been a stand-by rescue
team present as there was on this
occasion.

Following the Granville incident, on-
site laboratory work became the norm
and the results of sampling were
interpreted with greater confidence
since the analysis from methane
drainage holes and the distant
sampling points at Granville had
shown a high degree of correlation.

References
Report on the Incident by J.G.Belfitt
and W.E.Raybould and subsequently
published extracts in “Operations
and Experiences after an ignition of
firedamp at Granville Colliery”,
published in Iron and Coal magazine
September 1st 1961

Also the writer’s own notes made
during the incident. The writer would
like to thank Ray Rushton, Albert
Evans and Ian Myatt for comments
on the text.

Granville Colliery Rescue Team c1970/71

Back row, Left to Right: Tom Smales (Manager), Ian Myatt (No.2), Ron
Furber (No.5), Ken Palmer (No.4), Ray Wall (Rescue Station Instructor).

Front row, L to R: Mike Brayne (No.3), Denis Bunce (Captain), Pat Davies
(Vice Captain, No.6), Cyril Mansell (Reserve).

Information supplied by Ian Myatt.

Mining Incidents in Shropshire No. 5 - Ignition of Firedamp at
Granville Colliery  September 1960, continued ...
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Mining Incidents in Shropshire No. 5 - Ignition of Firedamp at
Granville Colliery  September 1960, continued ...

Granville Colliery c1960
Workings in the Top Coal Seam, showing ventilation circuit
and position of stoppings.

Not to scale and diagrammatic only
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Bob Barnes, a Welsh Mines Society
member now resident in Murcia, has
been instrumental in establishing a
group known as Friends of La Union
Mining (FLUMs) to support the work
of MINEU in preserving the mining
heritage of the Sierra Minera of La
Union/Cartagena. This English
speaking body numbered 33
applicants at the time of my visit.

On 3rd May 2007, members Rob and
Boo Vernon, Andrew Wood and Bob
Barnes enjoyed a day’s exploration
of a few of the area’s sites. The
parties met in the station car park in
La Union – itself of mining interest as
the narrow gauge railway was first
built as a mineral line to connect the
mines with the major port of
Cartagena. However, it has been re-
engineered with modern diesel rolling
stock to provide a cheap and
frequent passenger service between
Cartagena and the Mar Menor. The
station building has recently been
repainted in a startling shade of
yellow, which makes it difficult to
miss!

Our first stop was the excellent
Mining Museum, housed in the old
Workers Grammar School built in
1901 and displaying relics of all sorts
covering mining history from Roman
times through until the cessation of
mining in 1991. There are five rooms
showing:

• Mining tools – a wide ranging
selection

• A forge and several working
models of concentration plant
machinery

• Ore concentration and smelting

A day out for some FLUMs
by Andy Wood

• The miners – photos and human
interest material

• The mineralogy of Murcia – some
superb mineral samples form the
region

Next, we took to Bob’s 4X4 and set
off to explore some of the multitude
of mine buildings on the western
edge of town. Unfortunately, the
track up to Cabezo Rajao – one of the
oldest and most exploited sites - is
blocked to stop such trips so we
confined ourselves to three sites
lower down. The first, Mina Ocasión
(also known locally as ‘mina del
huerto’, has a very well preserved
wooden six legged headframe
complete with cage and ropes and
flat rope winding gear typical of the
region; even the braking blocks
remain. In another building there are
two reels of spare rope.

At Mina Trinidad there is a four
legged metal headframe, and the
remains of what is believed to one of
the only circular section rope winders

in the orefield. The 28 metre chimney
for the engine house is in quite good
condition.

Mina La Occasion 1 has a simple
wooden headframe with metal
reinforcements sitting on a 9m high
rubble plinth. In this base there is an
access tunnel to the shaft.

The tourist office is situated in the
Old Market Hall – a most imposing
building constructed entirely from
local iron castings and glass at the
height of the mining boom.  It was
here that we met up with Reme
Pagán, MINEU project coordinator
and cultural heritage tourism officer
before adjourning for lunch to a
splendid restaurant just out of town.
Our 3 course lunch, with wine or beer
and coffee was very good and cost
just 8Euros a head!

Our guide then introduced us to the
“33 Road”, built in 33 months around
1933 and designated “subsidiary
road no 33”, this track gives access
through the heart of the mining area
of the Sierra Minera and allows
passage to Portman. Due to its
geological situation, this offers an
exceptional opportunity to observe
some very interesting geological
structures and mineralisations. The
huge mineral concentration was
profusely exploited and the result is a
striking example of a mining
landscape but  thanks to this road, it
can be viewed from several different
perspectives.

Detail above the
doorway of the
1901 Workers
Grammer
School, now the
Mining Museum

Meeting of the FLUMS in La Union station car park. Left to right: Andy Wood,
Bob Barnes, Rob Vernon
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We drove up from the station past
the tailings from the ore washery of
the Remunerada mine, a calcining
furnace, a heap of smelting slag and
various geological features to reach
the Remunerada tin mine. Looking
back towards Cartagena, the snake-
like condensation flue from the
Trinidad de Rentero lead smelter can
be seen stretched across the
opposite hillside.

The Pablo y Virginia mine was a
Pyrite mine and pieces of orebody are
underfoot everywhere. There is a fine
ore hopper situated at road level
below the adit and across the road
from it is preserved a flat truck
typically used for transferring a
kibble or equipment from the winding
gear at the top of a shaft.

The Agrupa Vicenta mine is being
prepared as a show mine to give
visitors an idea of what the miners
endured. We did not venture far in
but spent some time admiring the
views of La Union and the multitude
of visible mines and mine workings.

As the heavens darkened, we
returned to the base of the mountains
in time to avoid the storm that passed
very close by.

Above and left: Views
around Mina Occasión (or
‘mina del huerto’) with flat
rope winder still insitu.

Left: The headframe, circular
section flat-rope winder (?) and 28m
high chimney of Mina Trinidad.

Pictures: Andy Wood

Right: Example of truck run
transversely across a shaft to take a
kibble.

A day out for some FLUMs
continued ....
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William Bird was born not far from
‘The Finger’ at Dawley in 1859. His
mother Hannah Bird was at the time
unmarried, and probably illiterate,
since the birth certificate is signed
with a cross. Hannah married George
Gregory, a miner and the child’s
father four years later.

The Bird family was a large local
family with many miners among them,
one William Bird was shot dead by
the military in the local miners’ riots
in 1821, another William Bird was
killed at a Lawley Pit in 1857.

Young William Bird followed his
father into the pits and, eventually,
became a Methodist Local Preacher
as well in 1884 aged 25. In 1891 he
married Ellen (or Helen) Griffiths who
was one year older than him. On the
marriage certificate he is described as
a miner, as is his father. (Ellen was
the sister of the writer’s maternal
grandfather).

William Bird was no ordinary miner
however, for it is said that he worked
six days a week at the pit for his
family but the Sabbath was for the
Lord. During 46 years from 1884 to
1930 he travelled the Coalbrookdale
Coalfield on foot preaching each
Sunday at the small Wesleyan
Methodist chapels, often up to ten
miles away from his home. He didn’t
just take one service each week but
sometimes two and his notebook
shows that in the 46 years he
preached on 1,843 occasions, about
40 times each year. On top of this he
worked at his own chapel on
Sundays and evenings.

A page from William’s notebook
saved by the writer from a bonfire
and now in the Shropshire County
Archives, shows that he passed the
500 sermon mark on Christmas Eve
1899 at morning service in Stirchley
Chapel (which still survives). His text
was taken from Thessalonians
Chapter 5 verse 23 about holiness
and trust in God. This sermon seems
to have been preached by him four
times that December, at Dawley,

William Bird - A Dawley Miner With A Mission
by Ivor J.Brown

Much Wenlock and Farley chapels
as well as Stirchley.

William and Ellen had two children,
Tom born 1892 and Jenny born 1893.
Neither married but they continued to
live together in the family home until
their death in the 1960s and 70s.
William is described as an ironstone
miner in the 1901 census and by the
1920s in his 60s he seems to have
become a ‘humbug’ sweet
manufacturer. Local people remember

him as a kindly man who sold
homemade humbugs from a hand-
pushed wooden cart in local markets.
He is particularly remembered for his
practise of giving each child passing
with a parent a sample free in the
hopes that they would persuade the
parent to buy some.

William died in 1931 aged 71, he had
been a preacher almost to the end
and his meticulously kept notebook
seems to remain as his sole memorial.

Example page from William Bird’s notebook for 1899.
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Forest of Dean Weekend
23rd to 25th February

Over the weekend of Friday 23rd to
Sunday 25th February 11 Club
members: Steve Holding, Kelvin
Lake, Andy Harris, John Priest, Mike
Davies, Ian Davies, James Davies,
Andy Wood, Hugh Browning, Trisha
Browning, Natasha Bridges and
Jason Molyneux plus Mark Priest,
ventured into the Forest of Dean for
a weekend of underground
“mystery” organised by Mole.

Most of us travelled down on the
Friday night to the bunkhouse at the
Fountain Inn and Lodge, Parkend
arriving in torrential rain and thick
fog in the Forest !

After an evening session in the
Fountain Inn, where Mole refused to
be drawn on where we were going on
the Saturday we consoled ourselves
with the local ales ....

Saturday
Meeting outside the Cannop Stone
Firms works, we had a quick look at
their new stone cutting machine -
almost all the old rack saws appear to
have been removed (good job
someone captured it all on video!),
before going to look at the Miles
level entrance, a drainage adit that
the stone firm use for their source of
water - this is also an emergency exit
for Hayners Bailey Mine further up
the valley.

Moving up the old tramway route we
parked near by Hayners Bailey Free
Mine, now known as Monument
Colliery, and the Union Colliery
memorial, kitted up and headed off
into Mine Train Quarry where we
formed an orderly queue to squeeze
into Mine Train Quarry mine, a small
but interesting ironstone mine, which
resulted in everyone coming out a
nice shade of red ochre!

Mole’s surprise was then revealed as
a trip down the working Monument
Colliery - a Coal Authority licenced
gale. Access is via a very steep,
back-achingly low haulage drift - also
exceedingly slippery in places! The
timbering both down the drift and
along the main gate was interesting,
with a few severely ‘bent’ timbers!!

Mole and Natasha Bridges in Mine
Train Quarry Mine

Mike Davies ‘exiting’ from  Mine
Train Quarry Mine

Andy Harris ‘walking’ down the
entrance drift into Monument
Colliery.

Mike Davies ‘walking’ along the Main
gate towards the face.

Mike Davies still ‘walking’ along the
Main gate - by now with a bad back!

Free Miner Rich Daniels with a very
heavy German made coal pick.

Club members
chatting to the
Free miners at
the face - Rich
Daniels lying on
the under cutter
and Neil Jones,
on the left.
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At the face the big surprise was that
they were using an hydraulic coal
cutter to under-cut the face. After
having a chat on the coalface with
the miners (Rich Daniels, our guide &
Neil Jones) we began the long slog
back up the 250 yard incline, by the
time we reached the surface everyone
was an interesting shade of red and
black!

After a pause for lunch at the Sun
Inn, the afternoon trip was to Bream
and the Devil’s Chapel Scowles.
These were iron ore mines reputed to
have been worked in Roman and pre-
Roman times. The worked out areas
being known locally as scowles - on

Forest of Dean Weekend, 23rd to 25th February
continued ....

the surface they appear as a jumble
of pits, heaps and old mine pillars. It
appears the workings were cave
passages that had become filled with
ironstone. The miners had followed
the cave passages working the
ironstone as they went. This has
resulted in a real labyrinth of
underground passages, and
chambers with multiple ways off.

Mole split us into 2 groups, 6 in each
and we entered 2 separate ‘holes’ -
about 50 yards apart, with the
instructions “We’ll meet up
underground and do an exchange
trip”. Needless to say, neither group
meet up, those of us with Mole

Left: Andy Harris
exploring one of the
many ways off the
entrance chamber
to part of the
Scowles

Right: Mark Priest
examining a calcite
flow in the Scowles

Above: Mole free climbing the
narrow shaft from the lower level to
the upper exit chamber in the
Scowles .

Left: Andy Harris shows his best (?) feature again!
As the group prepares for their afternoon
underground at the Scowles.

Below: Mark Priest in one of the larger chambers
with a large calcite flowstone.
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ended up covering a lot of ground
and only by means of a 20 foot free
climb up a small shaft were we able to
exit via the other entrance. The other
group, had a good look around but
didn’t realise they had to climb down
the shaft to reach our level, so went
out the way they came in.

Sunday
The big trip on Sunday was into
Wigpool Iron mine, with the plan of
going in via “Meeks hole” and
exiting via the “Steam Hole” shaft.
The flavour of the day was indicated
by the very tight narrow muddy rift
we slide down, with everyone
muttering “Wouldn’t like to try and
climb up there!”. There then followed
a couple of hours of “cave”
exploration, with some tight, low
passages followed by interesting
chambers and formations, plus a lot
of bats dotted around the place!

Eventually we reached the first level
of Columbus Pit or Wigpool No.2,
(about 100 yds below collar) where
we stopped for a break. It was at this
point that Andy Wood discovered
why the “fridge” he had put his
ginger beer can into the night before
was empty - it was a freezer and his
drink was frozen solid!

The mine tunnels made for easier
walking (just!), after a quick look
around we moved across to Wigpool
No.1 level, from here we went down

Forest of Dean Weekend, 23rd to 25th February
continued ....

Above: Natasha Bridges in “Meeks
Hole”.
Below: Steve Holding at the bottom
of the narrow entrance slope

Left: Andy Wood by the bridge
leading to the incline down to the
133 yard level from Wigpool No.1.

Left: Hugh and
Trish Browning
talking to Mole in
the first level of
Columbus Pit or
Wigpool No.2

Below: A small hand windlass at the
top of the incline down to the 133
yard level of Wigpool No.1.

an incline with a nice hand winch at a
corner in the passage, part of the way
down, to reach the 133 yard level.
The water became too deep to do a
‘round’ trip and come up another
incline to a wooden bridge, so we did
a detour to visit it from the other
direction.

We then started to make our way out
to ‘Steam Hole’, but not before Mole
produced another surprise, taking us
up a steep bedding plane to view
some intersting crystal balls - spikey
pom-pom shaped white calcite
formations in a small chamber.

A very enjoyable weekend, and a big
thank you to Mole for organising
everything.

Left: Interesting
rare, crystal balls,
shaped like
spikey pom-
poms in a small
chamber high in
the bedding
plane near
‘Steam Hole’ exit.

Pictures:
Kelvin Lake-
I.A.Recordings
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In the 1930s, the company Sociedad
Minero Metalúrgica Peñarroya
España (Peñarroya) bought up most
of the mining concessions in the
Sierra Minera of La Union, near
Cartagena, Murcia in Spain. But it
was not until after the second world
war that the last phase of the
exploitation of the mountain range’s
mineral resources began, when
mechanised extraction from opencast
quarries was introduced along with
large scale ore processing.

In 1953 the first opencast site, called
Emilia, was started and in 1957 the
José Maestre tunnel was driven more
than 2.5km through the mountains to
permit direct access between the
quarries and the massive froth
flotation concentration plant,
Lavadero Roberto, constructed on
the edge of the sea in Portman bay in
1952/3. This ‘washery’ drew its water
supplies from the sea and, in return,
dumped 10,000 tons of toxic tailings
back into the bay every day! The old
deepwater wharf is now high and dry,
surrounded by tall reeds and grasses,
several hundred yards from the new
coastline created by the dumped
tailings.

The crushing plant was built on the
site of two older lead smelting works
to allow the ore from the trains to
descend through the multi-stage
crushers until the fine powder was
taken by conveyor across the road
for froth flotation separation. The
condensation flues and chimneys
from the smelters remain, the snaking
flue and chimney of the Orcelitana
smelter dominating the village of
Portman.

The slag from these smelters was
used as ballast for the permanent
way of the railway as it exited the
tunnel and curved around the
hillside. There are a series of concrete
hoppers built into the hillside where
the trucks were automatically tipped
to empty them. These hoppers then
loaded conveyors supplying the
primary crushers.

When the mining ceased in 1991, two

The Abandoned Trains of Portman
by Andy Wood

Above & right: The portal
to the 1957 José Maestre
tunnel.

Below: The large froth flotation concentration plant, Lavadero Roberto

Below: The crusher dust extraction system (with bay full of spoil beyond)
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trains of trucks and two of the chain
driven diesel locos were abandoned
in the open near the mouth of the
tunnel by the loco shed and
maintenance area. An EIMCO
pneumatic loader also stands in
solitary state on the edge of the hill
overlooking the village. Most of the
track has been taken up and thrown
to the side but it is easy to see how
the whole system worked.

The tunnel portal is an imposing
edifice, albeit largely hidden by reeds
growing in the ochreous seepage still
emanating from the bowels of the
earth. The tunnel is open but it is no
longer possible to travel right
through it because of roof falls
although photos of a small
explosives store inside it have, until
recently, been accessible on the
internet.

It is unclear why the trains were not
sold off as the locos must have had
value and there is enough metal in
the trucks for scrap at least. It has
not yet proved possible to access the
froth flotation plant so there may also
still be equipment in place there.

However, the grinding machines
have gone from the crushing plant
leaving the skeletons of conveyors,
cranes and miscellaneous plant.

Those interested in seeing these
sights with their own eyes should
watch this space for notification of
the dates of the 2008 club trip to the
Sierra Minera of Cartagena-La Union.

The Abandoned Trains of Portman
continued ...

Left: The Managanese
calciners at Portman.

Right: One of several deisel
locos abandoned around the
site.

Right: A low-sided flat bed
truck, with side emptying
panels.

Left: A large Eimco rocker
shovel, still sitting on the rails.

Left: A large ore or
rock truck, with a
self-tipping
mechanism.

Right: Detail of the
self-tipping
mechanism

Pictures: Andy Wood
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The name “Cadman” has been well
known in East Shropshire mining
since at least the 1870s, local
directories show a company of that
name operating in the Ketley Bank
area at this time and there are several
chartermasters of that name shown
too. In 1875 Enoch Cadman & Co. is
shown as being involved in coal as
well as George Cadman, charter
master, and these names continue
until at least 1885. By this year “SI
Cadman, charter master”, also
appears. The name has not been
found since but there is a well known
place called “Cadmans Pit Mound”
near the Greyhound Inn at Ketley.
The shaft on this mound is known to
have been used at a more recent time
also. Additionally it is known that a
Rev. Dr Parkes Cadman left this area
in the late 19th century and became a
leading Methodist preacher in the
USA. The Cadman family were
leading members of St Pauls
Methodist Chapel, Ketley Bank from
1830 to 1954.

No link has been found however
between these persons and the
James Cope Cadman (1851 - 1914) of
North Staffordshire who became
consulting engineer to the Madeley
Wood Company in 1903. In this year
J.C.C. was also President of the
Institution of Mining Engineers and
consultant to other companies.
‘J.C.Cadman’ became manager of the
Madeley Wood Colliery in 1905 and
Agent the following year. He was
also one of the legally appointed
examiners for the Colliery Managers’
Certificate.

J.C.Cadman had three sons who were
involved in local mining. His eldest
son John (1877 - 1941) graduated,
then worked in mining in North
Staffordshire, then Durham and
finally becoming an Inspector of
Mines in 1903. He involved himself in
mines’ rescue work and oil shale
mining in Scotland and abroad. In
1908 he was appointed professor of
mining at Birmingham University and,
among many other things, arranged
short courses for training local

mineworkers, including Shropshire, in
rescue work and surveying. For his
wide range of interests he eventually
became Baron Silverdale. He was a
director of several Scottish oil shale
mining companies. He wrote one
particular paper on Staffordshire
ironstone mining which is essential
reading for anyone interested in
Shropshire mining as the methods
described parallel those used in
Shropshire for working this mineral.

J.C. Cadman’s second son, James
(1878 - 1947), seems to have taken
over his father’s interests in Madeley
Wood Colliery. He was not trained in
mining but was a business man and
eventually head of several mining
companies. According to the notes
kept by the late wife of the Madeley
Wood company secretary, Arthur
Jackson, James was appointed to the
position of Chairman of the Madeley
Wood Company in February 1918
(aged 40) when it was made into a
Limited Company. The Anstices sold
much of their interest in the Company
to him for £42,433 and then sold their

The Cadman Family and the Madeley Wood Company
by Ivor Brown

Figure 1: Letterhead of the
Madeley Wood Company
Ltd. from the 1930s.

Figure 2, left:
A = James Cadman
(Managing Director),

B = J.S.Cadman
(Director) at the
opening of Kemberton
Pit Baths, 1941.
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remaining interests in the company in
1922. James was very active in the
working of the colliery and made
many visits. He was also Chairman of
Norton and Biddulph Collieries Ltd,
Glasshouse Colliery, East Hetton
Colliery in Durham and Brereton
Collieries Ltd. (This explains why the
writer found so many old records of
the Brereton company when
searching through the basements of
Madeley Wood, Colliery office
before all the records were disposed
of when the pit closed in 1967).

James Cadman was keen on
mechanisation and Mrs Jackson
notes that, one year after Cadman
took over, in 1919 there were
“Diamond Coal Cutters at work in the
Vigers”. These were not the first coal
cutters at the pits, Hurd’s coal
cutters had been tried from about
1910 in James’ father’s time. Later, in
1921 G.F.F Eager, who was the
manager at Madeley from 1913 to
1916 wrote a book on Coal-Cutting
Machines and worked for the
‘Diamond’ coal cutter manufacturers
in Wakefield.

James Cadman is remembered by one
Club member, Ray Rushton, as a
kindly but stern gentleman who
called him into the Madeley Wood
Colliery Office, where Ray was a
young worker, one Christmas about
1945 to hand over a Christmas
present, a 10/- note. James died in a
motoring accident near Newport
soon after nationalisation of the pits
in 1947.

The sixth son of
J.C.Cadman was
Charles Joseph
Cadman (1892 -
1917). He is said to
have qualified as a
mines’ surveyor
under his brother
John at Birmingham
University. He is
listed in the University register as
“entered in 1912 but left in the middle
of his course to join the army”. But
there is mention in a mines’
inspector’s report of a Charles
Cadman who had trained the
Madeley Wood Colliery rescue team
in 1913. He was one of the team
involved in an incident when one
man died in that year. It seems likely
that this Charles was working at
Madeley, awaiting his call up, which
came in 1914. He was killed as a
Lieutenant in 1917 and is buried in
the Cemetery at the Somme.

The “Collieries Yearbook” for 1945
(see Fig.3) shows that the Directors
of the Madeley Wood Company
included: James Cadman, J.S.Cadman
and J.B.C.Cadman. James Cadman
was Managing Director and lived at
Walton Hall, Eccleshall, J.S.Cadman
was his son (Simon) and also Deputy
Director, who lived at Garth, Milford,
Staffordshire. (Both of these
directors are shown on a photo in

Figure 3: Entry from “Colliery Year Book”, 1945.

“East Shropshire Coalfields” by
I.J.Brown, 1999, page51, see Fig. 2).

J.B.C Cadman is listed elsewhere as
living at Manor Road, Bletchley,
Buckinghamshire. He is also
described as “the Hon.
J.B.C.Cadman” in the list of Directors
of Brereton Collieries so seems to
have been the son of Prof. John
Cadman, Baron Silverdale. This is
even more likely since it is known
that Baron Silverdale “died at
Bletchley in 1941”. (This has recently
been proved correct).

The Cadman’s interests in Madeley
Wood Colliery would have been
taken over by the National Coal
Board in 1947 although their Mining
Agent, J.Staley, was retained as an
employee by the NCB at Madeley
Wood for some years after this. He
was described as such in the first
‘Colliery Guardian Guide to the
Coalfield’ in 1948 but the position of
Agent did not continue long in the
NCB hierarchy.

The Cadman Family and the Madeley Wood Company
continued ....

The writer  is grateful to Dr. H.S.Torrens for his advice when preparing this note.
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Down to the 40 yard Level,
Snailbeach

Lotte and John
on a lunch break
in the 40 yard
level workshop.

Gareth and Neal
Rushton, also on
a lunch break by
the tubs outside
the workshop.

During April several new Club
members made the trip down to the
40 yard level at Snailbeach for the
first time. Amongst those on their
first visit were Lotte Janssen, John
Bremner, Sharron Schwartz and
Gareth Rushton.

On the 28th April, Eileen Bowen
joined the trip, having recovered from
her Op, this was her first serious
outing this year - congratulations to
everyone on their first trip and
welcome back to Eileen.

The trip on the 28th also saw the
“Official” naming of the pitch from
the Intermediate level as “Rushton’s
Leap” - in honour of the free-fall
activities of ‘team’ Rushton (well it’s
nice to have a hobby and keep it in
the family!).

Left: “Rushton’s
Leap” sign, now
hanging at the
top of the
Intermediate
level pitch.

Right: Sharron
Schwartz
examining the
collection of
miners tools.

Left: Eileen having lunch by
the 40 yard level workshop!
Yes, everyone apart from me
did have some lunch!

Right: Mike Worsfold gets a
shock when a bat flys off
with his lunch !

Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings
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News Round-Up 2

Quarry fraud at Alfred McAlpine
The firm’s shares fell more than 1%
after news of the scale of the alleged
fraud emerged.

Job Losses
Following the discovery of the fraud
by McAlpine’sl, 38 temporary
workers were laid off at the Penrhyn
quarry, Bethesda in April. While the
quarry at Cwt y Bugail in Blaenau
Ffestiniog is to close, with the loss of
59 jobs.

Other jobs will go at Penrhyn and
Gloddfa Ganol, bringing the total
losses to 175.

Alfred McAlpine plc did employ
around 400 people at four quarries in
north Wales, Penrhyn in Bethesda,
Gloddfa Ganol and Cwt y Bugail in
Blaenau Ffestiniog and Pen yr
Orsedd in Dyffryn Nantlle.

Transport and General Workers'
Union officer Paddy McNaught said
Alfred McAlpine had decided to
concentrate on the roofing side of
the business.

Last September it was announced
granite from the Cwt Y Bugail quarry
would be used to build Hafod Eryri,
the new building at the top of
Snowdon.

BBC News Reports
March to May 2007

Alfred McAlpine has accused senior
managers at its quarrying business in
North Wales of committing
"extensive and systematic" fraud. An
external investigation found that
managers at the firm in Gwynedd had
overstated production volumes and
sales for several years. The alleged
malpractice at the firm, which
produces slate for roofing and
paving, has cost its parent company
£23m.

Several managers have been
dismissed while the police are
investigating.

Alfred McAlpine uncovered the
suspected fraud in February and
appointed forensic accountants
Ashurst and Deloitte to investigate.

The probe concluded that the firm
had been defrauded of nearly £23m
by a group of managers who had
colluded to inflate its results.

After writing down the value of the
slate business and factoring in the
cost of the investigation, the whole
episode will cost the firm £40.4m.

A new management team has been
put in place at the business, which is
now expected to make a £5m loss this
year.  Profits fell last year to £17.6m
from £27.6m in 2005 while sales rose
5% to £1.1bn.

The owners of Aberpergwm say they
are close to accessing what is
believed to be the biggest reserve of
anthracite in Europe, and will need up
to 200 more workers there. However,
because of the lack of miners
remaining in Wales, Unity Power
(owners of Unity Mine) claim they
may have to recruit Polish miners, if
they are to reach their planne
dprodcution target of one million
tonnes of coal a year.

Energy Build Holdings (owners of
the mine at Aberpergwm) claim they
are within 500 metres (1,640ft) of a 9ft
(2.7m) seam of anthracite at

 Up to 250 jobs are being created at
the first deep mines to open in south
Wales for three decades.

Unity Mine at Cwmgwrach, in the
Neath Valley, was due to begin
production during June and took on
60 workers during April as part of the
preparations. It is hoped, eventually,
that up to 250 jobs will be created at
Unity and nearby Aberpergwm - the
first deep mines to open in south
Wales for thirty years.

No new deep mine has opened in
south Wales since Betws colliery
near Ammanford in 1974.

New Welsh Coal Mine
Aberpergwm after a decade of
development work.

There are plans to open more mines
in south Wales to meet Europe’s
“energy gap”.

Currently, the only deep mine
operating on the once-thriving south
Wales coalfield is Tower Colliery,
near Hirwaun, which has been run by
its workers since 1995.  Tower is due
to close early next year though,
because its reserves are exhausted.

Complied from BBC News Reports
March & April 2007

Hatfield Re-Opens
Hatfield Colliery near Doncaster,
which closed in 1994 when the coal
industry was privatised, becomes the
ninth deep shaft coal mine working in
the UK.

Rising prices of coal and other forms
of energy on world markets have
made mining a realistic prospect
again. Hatfield’s owner, Richard
Budge, has spent £100m to bring the
pit back to life, creating 350 jobs in
the process.  His company,
Powerfuel, plans to drive 70m down
to the Barnsley Seam, which contains
some 27 million tonnes of recoverable
coal - that represents about half of
the UK’s accessible coal.

After it becomes fully operational
next year, Hatfield will produce
between 2 and 2.5 million tonnes a
year.

In addition, there is a site east of
Hatfield which contains a further 75
million tonnes, for which Powerfuel is
seeking permission to mine.

Powerfuel has secured major deals to
supply coal to power producer E.On
and Drax power station at Selby.

In the longer term, it has also been
given planning permission on a
neighbouring site for a £1.2bn
“clean” power station, which could
be operational by 2012.

BBC News, 2nd April 2007
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Alderley Edge Trip
1st April 2007

Members present: Andy Wood,
Jason Molyneux, Steve Holding, Nick
Southwick, Andy Harris, Emma
Coyle, Andy Coyle, Mike Davies,
Chris Andrews, Kelvin Lake, Sharron
Schwartz, James Davies, Lotte
Janssen, John Bremner and Peter
Eggleston.

We all dutifully assembled in the
National Trust Car Park by the
Wizard Inn - paying our dues for the
days parking and meeting up with
our guides from the Derbyshire
Caving Club. West Mine was the
destination for today, which involved
a bit of a hike along the road, through
woods and across a field to the new
man-hole entrance that had been
constructed by DCC.

This lead into a low passage, past a
shaft where members of DCC were
practising their SRT, dropping down
a series of ladders and short climbs
we descended through an area
known as the Roman Gallery, with
some interesting holes in the floor
giving views down to others in the
group below. We were also regaled
with stories about people wandering
into the mines in the old days with
just a candle and then getting lost
when the candle went out and it
taking 9 weeks for their bodies to
found - due to the labyrinthine nature
of the mine that is perfectly feasible,
without a light you would never be
able to find your way out!

The mine was very reminiscent of the
Scowles in the Forest of Dean,
although on a larger scale! We
eventually reached the Main
Chamber, which had a multitude of
routes off - including a high-level
traverse, which Sharron later used to
get out - the rest of us only had belay
belts, rather than a proper harness so
couldn’t safely negotiate it, well that
was our excuse anyway!.

From the Main Chamber we went
down an incline to reach a chamber
with a side passage known as the
Green River - probably because it
was decorated with nice green
copper staining.

Andy Wood
descending the New
entrance to West Mine.

View, part of the
way down, of
Lotte climbibng
down the
ladders from the
Top passages
at the end of
“Roman Gallery”

View from below
of Andy Coyle
descending the
ladders from the
Top passages
at the end of
“Roman
Gallery”, with
Nigel Dibben
(DCC) on the
left.
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From here we moved on into Spinx
Chamber, a large chamber with a very
sandy floor and some nice sand
castles!

At the end of Spinx we climbed a
short ladder to enter a rising passage
with some interesting bedding
features, before crossing plank shaft
- there have been numerous
accidents here in the past with folks
falling off the plank, so DCC have
now replaced the plank with a bridge.

This lead us off into the ‘Great
Arrayo’ and ‘Cottage Floor Ceiling’
where we stopped for lunch (WHAT!
Nobody mentioned lunch! I definitely
get the feeling that Club trips are
turning into gastronomic affairs!!). At
this point Emma and Andy produced
a huge hamper of food which made a
Harrods hamper look puny!

After lunch, we continued on into the
mine, reaching the ‘Lion’, the ‘Road
to Rome’, and ‘Laundry Chute’ until
finally reaching the shaft at the end
of the mine which was ringed with  a
circle of small rocks - ideal for
tripping over and falling down the
hole!

We all had a quick look around the
area before making our way back out
the mine, this time at a slightly higher
level, so that we ended up climbing
down into the ‘Lion’.

Back on the surface the DCC
members took us on a little surface
tour past Engine Vein Mine and over
to Alderley Edge itself, where there
were lots of visitors climbing over the
rocks and wriggling into small gated
entrances!

Finally, after a quick cup of tea and a
bun in the Tea Shop by the Wizard, it
was off to the pub, well for 3 of us
anyway.

A very interesting trip in a very
extensive mine, thanks to the DCC for
showing us around and thank to
Andy Wood for organising it.

Kelvin

Alderley Edge Trip
continued ....

Lunch break in
“Cottage Floor”
ceiling, with the
“Great Arryo”
through the
arches in the
background.

Andy Harris
examining a
small winch and
truck being
used on a DCC
dig - one careful
owner, never
raced or rallied
... I’ll make you
an offer !

A collection of
old bottles
removed from
digs by DCC
and arranged
along an
embankment.

Sand castles in
Spinx Chamber

Pictures: Kelvin Lake
- I.A.Recordings
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News Round-Up 3

Boulby Accident
the Club trip and photographing
buckling 20 ton hydraulic jacks the
walls could be heard cracking as they
settled.

Dark Matter
Since the early 1990s the mine has
also been a centre for scientific
research into dark matter, a
mysterious unseen component which
it is believed forms most of the
universe. State-of-the-art detectors
have been installed in an
underground observatory in the
hope of finding out more about the
matter, which is almost impossible to
detect in a laboratory on the Earth’s
surface. Earlier experiments at the
mine were aimed at detecting
neutrinos and muons, these are types
of Lepton (particle Physicists believe
matter to be made of 12 fundamental
parts; 6 Leptons and 6 Quarks.
Neutrinos are neutral leptons and
muons carry an electrical charge).
The problem with them is that they
can pass straight through the earth
without any interaction, so by
building large, very sensitive
detectors deep underground and
away from other sources of electrical
interference physicists stand a better
chance of being able to detect them
and observe their behaviour and
characteristics.

Face miner Darren Compton (24) was
killed by falling rocks at Boulby
potash mine (the UK’s deepest
working mine), Teesside on
Thursday 19th April. He had been
operating equipment supporting a
sidewall in a recently mined roadway
at the time of the accident - the Club
were on a visit to the mine the
weekend before and had been in the
roadway concerned watching the
continuous mining equipment at
work.

Following the accident underground
working had been halted as a mark of
respect. The workings are over 1,100
metres deep and the site of the
accident was about 7 miles out under
the North Sea.

Boulby, opened in 1972, employs
about 850 people and produces more
than one million tons of potash each
year, which is sold for use in the
manufacture of fertilizers and glass.
In addition more than half a million
tons of salt is also mined at the site
annually and this is used in road
maintenance, animal feed and sugar
beet cultivation. The main access
roads are driven in the more stable
salt beds because the potash
workings are constantly collapsing
and crushing - in fact while there on

Wanlockhead Grant
A funding package of up to £30,000
has been agreed which will enable
the Museum of Scottish Lead Mining
in Dumfries and Galloway at
Wanlockhead to reopen this year.

The one-off grant payment from the
Scottish Executive will allow the
museum at Wanlockhead to continue
its operations, and thereby preserve
around 300 years worth of mining
heritage. The museum, which opened
in 1974, attracts around 12,000 paying
visitors every year. It is hoped
(soon?) to arrange a Club trip to the
museum to visit the hydraulic engine
which is about 300 ft. underground,
although things have been
complicated slightly by the museum
filling in one of the main stopes of
the mine.

The Wanlockhead Miner’s Library is
the second oldest subscription
Library in Scotland and indeed
Europe and was established on
November 1, 1756 by 32 men. It also
houses a stock of ancient books
which will continue to be made
available to the public.

Nearby Leadhills Miners Library was
formed in 1741 and is the oldest
subscription library in Britain.

'Kryptonite' Discovered in Mine!
London’s Natural History Museum
unravelled the mineral’s chemical
make-up and was shocked to
discover the formula was already
referenced in literature - albeit
fictional literature!

The new mineral does not contain
fluorine (which it does in the film)
and is white rather than green but, in
all other respects, the chemistry
matches that for the rock containing
kryptonite. The mineral is relatively
hard but is very small grained. Each
crystal is less than five microns
(millionths of a metre) across.

The mineral cannot be called
kryptonite under international rules
because it has nothing to do with

 Kryptonite is no longer just the stuff
of fiction a new mineral matching its
unique chemistry - as described in
the film Superman Returns - has been
identified in a mine in Serbia.

According to movie and comic-book
storylines, kryptonite is supposed to
zap Superman’s powers whenever he
is exposed to its large green crystals.
The real mineral is white and
harmless, it doesn’t glow either -
although it reacts to ultraviolet light
by fluorescing a pinkish-orange.

Researchers from mining group Rio
Tinto discovered the unusual mineral
but could not match it with anything
known previously to science. Dr
Chris Stanley, a mineralogist at

krypton - a real element in the
Periodic Table.  Instead, it will be
formally named Jadarite when it is
described in the European Journal of
Mineralogy later this year. Jadar is
the name of the place where the
Serbian mine is located.

It is claimed that if deposits occurred
in sufficient quantity Jadarite could
have some commercial value as it
contains boron and lithium - two
valuable elements with many
applications. For example borosilicate
glasses are used to encapsulate
processed radioactive waste, and
lithium is used in batteries and in the
pharmaceutical industries.

 Based on BBC News reports
24th April 2007
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Books, Events & Videos

'Mongst Mines - and mine explorers!

for details of availability visit: www.iarecordings.orgAvailable from Mike Moore
www.moorebooks.co.uk

EXPLORATION OF CORNISH MINES ABOVE

AND BELOW GROUND

Replacing the popular compilation “The SCMC in Cornwall”
digitally re-mastered and with a full commentary.

This massive DVD production
follows the members of the
Shropshire Caving and Mining Club
as they explore the incomparable
mining remains still to be found in
Cornwall, both above and below
ground.

Mainly recorded in 1993, it also
features footage from 1983 and 1987
of sites that have since changed
considerably, and material shot
during the InterNAMHO 2000 mining
history conference.

Most of the underground tours were
recorded with revolutionary new
video equipment developed by IAR,
which gives the viewer the feeling
that they are exploring the mine
themselves.

Featuring:
A tour of South Crofty
tin mine at work 730
metres below adit level.

Levant whim in steam,
Goonvean beam engine,
Mitchell’s shaft
preserved beam winder
in operation.

A tour of the dressing
plant of Geevor tin mine
while it was still working.
Taylor's shaft beam
pumping engine &
outbuildings, Cligga
Head mine underground.
Tolgus tin streaming
plant, stamps & calciner,
Tywarnhale surface
remains.

An underground tour of
South Condurrow, the
Camborne School of
Mines training mine.

An underground tour of the Holman
Brothers test mine, Wheal Basset
surface remains.

Mines of the Trevaunance area with
Ken Brown, Wheal Jane Mill and
Kennal Vale gunpowder works all
during InterNAMHO 2000.

    ...and much more!

Plus:
An unique visual exploration of
J.C.Burrow’s 1893 ‘Mongst Mines
and Miners, using very high quality
prints recently taken from the original
negatives!

£16.95 - VHS or dual DVD-R
(£12 to Club Members at meetings)

Recorded in 1983, 1987, 1993, 1994 & 2000

Iron Industry of the Forest of Dean
By John Meredith, softback, 160pp,
From Roman times onwards iron from
the Forest was also vital to the
national economy. Perhaps because
the Forest was subsequently
associated with coal mining, this is
the full story of the Forest’s iron
industry that has not been told
before.
John Meredith is a member of the
Dean Archaeological Group and has
lived in the Forest man and boy. He
has been assisted by Jasper Blake,
who has constructed a full-scale Iron
Age Village opposite the much-
visited prehistoric ironworking caves
at Clearwell.  Price: £15.99

The Pit Brow Women of The Wigan
Coalfield
By Alan Davies, Softback, 128pp
This illustrated book tells the story of
the female colliery surface workers
(pit brow women). The numbers of
women working in mines grew rapidly
until the Childrens Employment
Commission of 1842 outlawed
working below ground as result many
turned to working on surface where
they worked on surface grading coal
on conveyors and acting as general
labourers.

The Wigan Coalfield employed more
women than any other. There was
enormous interest in these women,
fostered by illustrated newspapers
from 1840s onwards. Cambridge
Academic A J Mumby turned his
attention to the women and his
detailed diaries form an important
part of this study. Price: £12.99

The Game Goes On  By Jim Eyre
Softback, 320pp, over 160 cartoons
and photographs, Price: £22.50
The continuation of Jim’s story, from
one of cavings legendary figures. If
you enjoyed his first book, you will
love this one and wonder how, given
all his escapades, Jim has survived
for so long!
This book is filled with a caver’s
black humour and, as the saying
goes, is definitely not for maiden
aunts, or the squeamish, or
politicians, sheep or chickens ...
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Diary DatesClub Officers
(will change after the AGM)

9th July to 24th August: ISSA art
exhibition, Wells Museum.

13th-15th August: Baltic
Speleological Congress (2nd
EuroSpeleo Forum), Visby, Gotland,
Sweden.

26th August:  Columns Open Day,
Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.

21st-23rd Sept.: Hidden Earth 2007 -
National Caving Conference, at
Tewkesbury School, Gloucestershire.
Visit their website for the latest
details: www.hidden-earth.org.uk

29th-30th Sept.: Bickfest - ‘The Lode
of History’ organised by the Welsh
Mines Society. More details from
George Hall and the WMS website:
www.welshmines.org

26th - 29th Oct.: SUICRO XXIII
Symposium, Burren Castle Hotel,
Lisdoonvarna, Co.Clare.

13th-16th Dec.: 7th International
Mining History Congress,
Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India.

www.imhc2007.com

4th to 6th July 2008: NAMHO 2008
“Mines, People & Industries of
Scotland”. Heriot-Watt University,
Edinburgh.

The Joys of Mines - Low, wet adits ... 78

Underground

- a nice low
adit !

Back home ...

... in the shed ...

with a stiff neck ...

... the ideal solution!

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

Membership, Insurance &
BCA Rep: Mike Davies

Tackle: Ian Cooper

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Librarian: Alan Robinson

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Rescue Officer:
Neal Rushton

‘Below’ Editor, Publications:
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: Alan Taylor

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice-Chair: Steve Holding

Secretary: Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Eileen Bowen

Training Officer: Ian Davies

Conservation & NAMHO
Rep: Steve Holding


