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Library Additions
A number of publications have been
received and are to be added to the
Club Library:

Norfolk Mineral & Lapidary
Society: Stone Chat Volume 21, No.
1, Autumn 2000.

Great Orme Exploration Society
Ltd.: Journal, Issue No.2, 2000 -
contains an interesting article on
Parys Mountain by Richard Keen of
the National Trust, plus a short item
on Haulfre Gardens Trial level.

North Wales C.C.Newsletter:
No. 272, October 2000,

Cave & Karst Science (Transactions
of the BCRA), Vol.27 No.1, April 2000
- interesting papers on “Vein cavities
in Castleton Caves”, “Kent’s
Cavern”, plus reports on “Age of the
Woolley Rhine, Dream Caves,
Derbyshire”, and “Anomalous
scallop distribution in Joint Hole,
Chapel-le-Dale, N.Yorks”.

Plymouth Caving Group: Newsletter
and Journal No.135, July 2000

Library Loans
If you have any items from the Club
library could you please contact Alan
Robinson and let him know you still
have it!

Recent Trips
Long weekend at Nenthead ,
Crawstone level (Ironbridge) - yes a
return visit, Short Drop Gravel, Clive
copper mine, Shropshire Project,
Benthall Edge - making a bat grill.

Going Dutch
On the 12th of December, the item
recorded at Snailbeach with Dutch
TV company VARA was broadcast.
The item formed part of a programme
in the ‘Jules Unlimited’ series.

This series is a very popular one, that
involves the presenters visiting
various wild, extreme and interesting
places. The reason for the delay in
broadcasting the show is that due to
its popularity an extra 8 programmes
had to be produced. These were
recorded in a variety of places, but
involved black water rafting in New
Zealand and visits to Waitomo
caves.

When the show with our item has
been broadcast they will send us a
VHS tape for the archives.

Honorary Member
Ivor Brown was made an Honorary
Member of the Club in October, in
consideration for all his years of
service to the Club. Ivor was
presented with his certificate and
‘inducted’ into this small elite group
of Club Members at the Annual
Dinner.

For those of you unfamiliar with all
the things Ivor has done, have a look
at page 8.

New Members
Ian Kerr (actually joined in July -
sorry!). We have also had an
application for membership from:
Jon Knowles

January Meeting - Date
Moved

The date of the January meeting has
been moved to Friday January 12th -
this is to allow certain persons time
to sober up after New Year! Please
make a note in your shiny new
diaries.

Never On a Sunday
The Shropshire Mines Trust have
just published their “Never on a
Sunday” book. It provides a
fascinating insight into the social
history of the Snailbeach area and is
a MUST for your Christmas list.
Congratulations to all those involved
in putting it together. Copies are
available form the Trust and
presumably Mike Moore.

Thanks
I would like to thank everyone who
has contributed towards ‘Below’
over the past year - I have had to
keep a few items for the next issue, so
please do not feel to miffed if your
item is not in this issue. Please keep
the articles coming - the more the
merrier.

Seasons Greetings
to all Club
Members and
Best wishes
for the New
Year.

Kelvin
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News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown

Snailbeach Centre
The Interpretation Centre at
Snailbeach Mine is now accessible to
visitors by appointment (via The
Mines Trust). It consists mainly of
posters with photos - some not of
Snailbeach, but there are also some
exhibits.

The building now has a fine roof
although the wooden ventilators
shown on the old photographs have
not been added.

The information provided should be
of great benefit to visitors.

Shropshire Quarries
Win Safety Awards
Two Shropshire quarries have taken
First and Third places in the “large
quarries” section of the Quarry
Products Associations Health and
Safety Competition, 2000 - they are
Hanson’s Criggion Quarry and
Tarmac’s Bayston Hill Quarry.

This competition recognises
“outstanding levels of practice and
innovation in health and safety”.

Comments made at the presentation
of the safety award to Criggion
Quarry are quite interesting,
statistically:

working in a quarry is 20 times
more dangerous than working in
British industry in general.

quarrying has about 3 times the
number of fatal injuries per
100,000 employees as the
construction industry.

if a group of 100 people work in
the quarrying industry all their
working lives, one will be killed
(even this is better than in the
1950’s, when if a colliery
employed 1,000 men at least one
would be killed every other year
on average).

Colliery Guardian
In the Colliery Guardian, 1868, p459
there is an interesting Court case.
Chartermaster Hopley of Madeley
Court Colliery was accused of
causing 2 men to be wound through
a shaft 9 times in the ‘doubles’ ie:
looped chain on the end of the
winding rope.

Apparently 2 men were regularly
finishing early and coming out of the
pit - Hopley thought they were on
the rope so gave instructions to keep
on winding and not to let them off.

In Court Hopley got off since it was
said there was no proof that he knew
men were on the rope. He said he
thought it was a load of coal. Wynne,
the Inspector, also accused the 2 men
of breaking the mining rule coming
out early, case was dismissed since
there was no proof the men were on
the rope or knew the rules.

The Naylor family at
Snailbeach
Mr. J.M.Taylor is trying to trace
relatives in Snailbeach.

He has traced his family to a great,
great, great, great grandfather named
Naylor, who worked in the lead
industry at Llangynog 1732-36. He
married there in 1736, then worked in
Halkyn 1737-60, then Minera 1760-78
(approx).

His sons moved then to Snailbeach
where one became mine agent, the
other a mine Captain (both probably
about 1800). Their children are
believed to have remained in the
village of Snailbeach working in the
mines.

He would like to hear from anyone
having information on people
working there, and leases of
property; 1770 to early 1800’s.

His address is:
J.M.Taylor,
15, Pentlands Gardens,
Compton, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JY.

Mary’s Fate Update
Following on from the “Mary’s Fate”
article in the last issue of ‘Below’, it
now seems likely that the girl was
called Palmer, not Taylor, and that
the Inspectors report is wrong.

A case has been found in the
Wellington Journal of Nov. 5, 1865
where the girl was named Mary
Palmer. It had the same
circumstances, same contractor John
Woodfin, same owner J.Bennett and
was of the same time. Too much of a
coincidence to be a second accident
to a girl named Mary.

The contractor, Woodfin, was fined
£10 and the owner was acquitted as
previous - but fined for not reporting
a fatal accident to a Mr. Dunne. It
says also that the owner was fined
for a similar case two months before -
so he obviously knew the rules. The
Inspectors report does not mention
either fatality - so doubts are raised
as to the accuracy of the reports.
Similarly no ‘Palmer’ is shown as
dying in a Shropshire mine in any
report from the 1840’s to 1914 (see
Winstanley’s list of mine deaths, 7
volumes 1995). So three names are
missing in this County in this year
alone.

The Registrar General’s list of deaths
shows a Mary Palmer to have died in
the Wellington District about this
time (Certificate in Vol. 69, 525). Both
the Taylor certificate and Palmer
certificate are now being checked.

There is however other evidence to
indicate that it was Mary Palmer
who died - no Mary Taylor is shown
in the census for 1861, but there is a
Mary Palmer, aged 12, described as a
“Stone Pit Bank Labourer”, born
Wrockwardine and living only five
doors away from the Contractor John
Woodfin. With this background, this
looks much like the girl who was
killed 4 years later doing a similar job
- and she would then be 16.

(I would like to thank Jim Cooper
for his assistance with this
research).
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The problem with the trip of a lifetime
is that you only get to go once!

Much better to have a little ‘scout
around’ with the promise of a return
for the ‘big-one’ at some vague point
in the future. For the last 15 years the
caves of Mulu have beckoned Vicky
and myself from afar, so our holiday
to Malaysia was something of a
personal ambition for us both.

Borneo, where the ‘wild men and
head-hunters come from’, is big! The
island is just over three times the size
of the UK and divided between three
separate nations: Indonesia, Brunei
and the Federation of Malaysia.

It was originally almost entirely
covered by primary rainforest, but
coastal development, logging and
agriculture have now made large in-
roads into this resource.

However, the Malaysian government
has made efforts to establish and
protect a series of national parks,
including Gunung Mulu and the Niah
Caves, both situated within Sarawak.

Borneo 2000 - a reconnaissance
by Alan Robinson

Niah Caves
The Niah Caves consist of a series of
inter-connecting caves, providing a
home for bats, swiflets and the former
residence of Neolithic Man. It was in
the early 1950s that archaeologists
excavated through the remains of
early Borneo settlers, spanning a
30,000 year period from approximately
40,000 BC.

Borneo missed out on glaciation
during all of the ice ages of the last 2
million years, so land bridges and a
more comfortable environment
encouraged the migration of early
man.

The Traders and Great caves are
good examples of the active
collection of the swifts’ nests for
making the Chinese delicacy of bird’s
nest soup. At over £1000/kg it is
lucrative work, but the dangers are
clearly evident when you watch the
collectors free-climb up flimsy
bamboo pole constructions to
frameworks that appear glued to the
walls 60-70m above the floor.

From these precarious perches they
use a 10m pole with a torch and
scraper fitted to its end to knock off
the nests from ledges or walls.

A safer, but less rewarding, career is
to be a guano collector. This
involves bagging up the previous
nights droppings from below the
main bat roosts and carrying 50-60kg
sacks 2-3km down to the river. Both
these tasks require a licence from the
National Park, so that the impact on
the cave environment is not too
destructive.

The trip through the great cave takes
about an hour and we were fortunate
to reach one of the large open shafts
at midday. With the equatorial sun
directly overhead a fantastic beam of
light shone down like a scene out of
an alien abduction from the X-files.

Twenty minutes beyond the far
entrance, a climb took us up to
Painted Cave, another large cave that
dropped through the ridge to the next
valley. As the name suggests the
walls were covered with cave art
depicting hunting scenes and ‘death
ships’ that carried the dead to the
next world. This cave had been used
as a burial ground by the local tribes
and was rediscovered at the same
time as the main archaeological digs
took place. Although the site has
been excavated and fenced off;
remains of the boat coffins can still
be seen at one or two places around
the cave.

Sketch plan of Niah Caves

Niah: Open Shaft, Great Cave
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During our time at Gunung Mulu we
managed to visit seven caves, of
which the last two are described as
‘adventure caving’.

Deer Cave
This has the largest cave passage in
the world, with a height in excess of
120 metres and a width of 175 metres
making it easy going for all but the
most agoraphobic. As the survey
below shows, it forms a single main
passage with an entrance at each end
of a vertical set of cliffs and never
gets smaller than 90 metre across in
any direction. There are two active
streamways running in from either
side to disappear into the lower
reaches of the cave before resurging
in the main valley at the base of the
cliffs.

As well as its size, Deer cave is
famous for the enormous bat
population with over 10 species and
2 million bats roosting from this
shelter. The predominant species is
the Wrinkle Lipped bat and over
1.5M emerge each night to hunt
insects within a 100 kilometre radius.

During the daytime, swifts and some
bats can be seen flying around the
cave or nesting in low outcrops, but
the main roosts appear as black
masses on the roof above, with a
corresponding pile of guano beneath.
The guano they produce, (2-3 tonnes
per day) provides sustenance for a
variety of creepy crawlies, which
scurry around the cave floor,
including luminous centipedes,
crickets and golden cockroaches.

Lang Cave
The entrance lies close to Deer Cave
and is accessed via the raised
plankways that run from the Park HQ.
It is only 150 metres or so long, but
it’s fossil passages are very well
decorated with large stal, curtains
and flowstone.

Niah: Death Ships, Painted Cave

Deer Cave, Mulu

To Park
Headquarters

Lang’s
Cave

Visitor Path
Trail to the Garden
of Eden

N

Antler
Passage

Garden
of Eden

0 250 m

Borneo 2000 - a reconnaissance
by Alan Robinson, continued
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The cave is electrically lit for about 2
hours a day from a nearby generator,
but is freely accessible at other times.
The cave has very few bats, so tends
to smell a little sweeter than most of
the other underground sites. The
stench of ammonia can be very
overpowering in some caves and is
quite a useful guide to finding
entrances.

Moonmilk Cave
Most visitors to Clearwater and
Wind caves travel up river by boat.
Until recently there was no good trail
to these caves, but now a walkway
has been constructed to make a good
but arduous route along the river. It
also passes through Moonmilk,
which as it name suggests has well
calcited passages running close to a
cliff wall high above the river (300
steps).

Tree roots run for tens of metres
along the tunnels with small windows
and fissures out to daylight. Further
in, the walkway passes through
narrow sections above deep pits.

It is also home to large Huntsman
spiders and the scutigeromorph
centipede with elongated legs, which
both live on smaller insects and lost
tourists.

After about 10 minutes the path
emerges once again into daylight for
the long, slippy descent past Racer’s
cave and up again to Wind Cave.

Wind Cave
(or Cave of the Winds)
Each of the showcaves has its own
character and this is the only cave we
saw in Mulu with a gate!

The entrance to Wind Cave is on a
small ledge and leads into a large
phreatic passage, before branching
into smaller sections. The narrower
sections reveal the strong breeze that
gives the cave its name. A shaft
entrance from above helps light large
and well-decorated chambers that
start the route on the connection
through to Clearwater.

Unfortunately, high water levels
prevented us from doing this trip.
The Kings Chamber at the end of the
showcave is one of the best examples
of large groups of big stalagmites
(and -tites) I have seen. A common
feature of Mulu was hollow
stalactites, like an elephant’s trunk,
which would shower water down
from its rim, often to land on domed
stalagmite bosses with an indent
where the tip would normally be.

Clearwater Caves
This is where a major underground
river resurges from the largest cave
system in Asia. It’s crystal clear
waters show in strong contrast as it
enters the brown, silty Melinau River.

A higher dry entrance can be reached
after the inevitable climb up another
200 steps or so. The 4 kilometres from

the Park HQ seems a long walk in the
heat and humidity, so the cool
interior of this cave is a very welcome
release, even if does have to be
shared with all the ‘fast-track’
tourists, who arrived fresh by boat.

The accessible showcave splits into
two parts: an upper fossil passage
leading to a final pit with no apparent
leads and the lower streamway. It is
the route up river, which connects
with Wind, Black Rock, Turtle and
others to form a total of 107km of
passage.

Our last two trips were undertaken in
the company of one of the park
guides, as it is a condition of visiting
the ‘wild’ caves. It is very useful for
route finding and obviously allows
the park to monitor visitors and help
conserve the caves. We used carbide
lamps on these trips and memories of
their demanding constant attention
all came flooding back.

The great joy of caving in a hot
country is the ability to wander
around underground in a T-shirt
without freezing to death even when
soaked to the skin. However, this has
to be tempered with the ease of
scratching, bruising or cutting all that
exposed flesh on very sharp and
rough rock. Whilst footpaths in the
caves are evident, the rock does not
have that caver worn look of
Swildon’s or Giant’s cave.

Many large boulders seem to rock
alarmingly when stepped on; in fact
the boulder slopes in Sarawak
chamber are so unstable the guides
will only skirt its edges.

Right: Scutigermorph
centipede - note the
elongated legs.

Below left: Large Stal
in Wind Cave

Borneo 2000 - a reconnaissance
by Alan Robinson, continued
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Simon’s (or Racer) Cave
On our first day in Mulu we had
managed to meet up with Wookey
and Tess from Cambridge. We knew
Wooky from when he had caved with
my brother at the university and
Wooky had come up to do a trip into
Clive copper mine a few years before.
This time we went for the easy option
of the boat ride, as the entrance lay
within 50 metres of the river.

The cave has developed on two
levels, but without SRT kit we were
confined to the lower series. A series
of short climbs could easily be
negotiated to make our way into the
cave for about two kilometres over
the next 2-3 hours.

We were able to see our first cave
snake, a Cave Racer (Elaphe
taeniura) hiding in a hole in the roof.
Our guide thought it was about a
metre long and obviously resting
between meals of a staple diet of bats
or swiftlets.

Lagangs Cave
This final trip proved to be one of the
best caves I have ever been in. It had
big passages, lots of formations with
plenty of life and all accessible
through very easy caving.

The hardest part was finding the
entrance through a network of
hunting trails and small streams,
which made navigating difficult, even
for the guide. This was his favourite
cave too, apparently on the basis
that it didn’t have a very large bat
population and consequently didn’t
smell too much. Whilst we did not
see any snakes here, we did find
where they had shed their skin, so
there were some snakes over 1.5
metres long out there somewhere.
Probably watching us and waiting for
the right moment!

As we made our way through the
large main passageway we were
confronted with a house-sized
boulder maze, where the climb
through was carefully tempered by
checking hand holds for spiders or
other small residents. In many places
the far side of the passage was only

just discernible. Then, we would
wind our way through a forest of
columns and stal as the roof came
down and forced us to crawl over
flowstone and around calcite
curtains.

At the far end of the cave it rises up
over a steep boulder slope to another
small entrance, where daylight could
just be seen high above us. Below
this in a group of shallow pools were
small blind catfish and freshwater
shrimps. The catfish had no eyes at
all and were brown, rather than the
typical white that is common with a
loss of pigmentation.

A long side passage called the Fast
Lane took us through interesting
mud formations and the chance to
see much smaller bats that hid
themselves in small holes and cracks
in the roof.

We finally left Mulu just in time to
avoid the worst of the monsoon,
which was 3-4 weeks ahead of
schedule. However, we had still
experienced some fairly impressive
deluges and seen streams and rivers
rise very dramatically. Could this be
why all the buildings are on stilts?

The final part of our holiday was an
ascent of Mount Kinabalu and a visit
to the top of Low’s Gully. This is
probably the most demanding
canyoning route in the world, but
was descended by a British caving
team after it gained infamy from an ill
fated Army expedition. The start
didn’t look too bad, but there is no
turning back on the ultimate pull-
through trip.

All pictures: Alan Robinson

Borneo 2000 - a reconnaissance
by Alan Robinson, continued

Three Counties Cave Accident
Water levels started to drop after
about an hour, but conditions were
very difficult. Despite this the CRO
managed to search the streamway as
far as possible, using the Montague
East high level route to Stake Pot,
descending the fixed ropes to reach
the streamway.

However due to the conditions it was
not possible to get divers into the
system until later in the week, when
levels and water flows has dropped
sufficiently to allow a full underwater
search to take place. Howards body
was finally  found during the
weekend of the 18th/19th November..

This cave system can be quite
sporty, however with the amount of
rain that has fallen over recent weeks
care needs to be taken when entering
any streamways. Sudden torrential
rain on nearby hills, due to the
‘sodden’ nature of the ground, is
causing rapid changes in streamways
throughout the country.

Recent trips into local mines has also
revealed much higher underground
water levels than normal, even in well
drained sites!

Howard Rothwell, 49, of Arkholme,
Lancashire, was exploring the Three
Counties Cave system, over the
weekend of November 11th-12th,
when he and a friend (Mike) became
separated.

The pair had entered Lancaster Hole
Cave in Kirkby Lonsdale and taken
the high level route from Fall Pot to
Stake Pot. They then entered the
streamway below Stake Pot, hoping
to complete the ‘Round Trip’ in the
streamway and back out of Fall Pot.

It seems Howard had gone on ahead
of Mike and at the last minute
shouted a warning that the water
flow was too strong. Sadly the
warning was too late as both
of them were washed downstream
and Mike was extremely lucky that he
himself managed to get himself out of
the streamway at the Fall Pot boulder
choke.

Although the CRO was immediately
contacted, initial rescue teams could
not go very far into the streamway
below Fall Pot due to the extreme
water levels - foam in the ceiling
indicating that the passageway had
recently sumped.
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Billingsley Colliery in the Wyre
Forest Coalfield had a complicated
history. Although established at the
start of the 1870s it remained a small
mine until just before the start of the
First World War when it was taken
over by a company who spent
lavishly on both buildings and
equipment to modernise the concern.

Sadly a combination of the First
World War and poor geology meant
that the investment was largely
wasted and the mine was abandoned
in 1921. However many of the surface
buildings remain as well as a number
of artefacts.

Coal from the colliery was loaded into
metal tubs by the miners, brought up
to the surface and then taken about
half a mile via a rope-worked tramway
to a screening plant where it was
graded and loaded into main-line
railway wagons. The use of metal
tubs before the First World War was
entirely typical of the “no expenses
spared” attitude of the Billingsley
Colliery Company; the neighbouring
Highley Mining Company used
wooden tubs until Nationalisation.

Edmund Hann, the innovative
colliery engineer associated with the
Powell Duffryn Company and other

The Billingsley Tub

concerns in South Wales was also a
director of the Billingsley Colliery
Company (Stock Exchange Year Book,
1914). He may have been behind the
company’s use of modern
technology.

The Billingsley screens were on the
banks of a small stream. Although
they were eventually demolished in
the late 1930s a number of items
found there way into the stream,
including several tubs. Although
time inevitably has taken its toll of
these items about ten years ago, club
member Robert Evans and the late
Pat Barry were able to identify about
6 tubs including one that was
substantially intact.

This was eventually rescued by a
group of locals for a float for Highley
Carnival. With heavy patching to one
side it proved very effective and was
subsequently loaned to Messrs.
Shipley and Walford, local coal
merchants. These displayed the tub
in their yard until last year when I
borrowed it for an exhibition I was
putting on about the coalfield.

At this time I became concerned
about the long-term effects of storing
the tub in the open air and after

discussions with Shipley and
Walford the tub is now being stored
under cover in a barn. This will
provide it with much greater
protection whilst allowing it to remain
within Highley.

Whilst the tub is of local value with
its associations with Billingsley
Colliery I do wonder if it might be
more significant. Metal tubs are made
of thin plates which corrode rapidly. I
know of several tubs from the 1940s
and 50s which are in much worse
condition than the Billingsley tub.
This must date from 1921 at the latest
and I suspect it is much more likely to
have been purchased in about 1914
when the colliery was being
equipped.

Given the rate at which these tubs
deteriorate I wonder how many are
still in existence in fair condition after
80+ years? My guess is that as a
metal, coal mining tub the Billingsley
tub may be a rather rare survival. I
have been asking about this, for 18
months and nobody has so far
contradicted me; any comments
would be welcome!

A plan of the tub is shown below,
left. Essentially it is a 3’ x 4’ box, 2’
deep, riveted along its seams.

The buffer beams are of
wood, otherwise it is entirely
of metal. Coupling to other
tubs or the haulage rope
was by D-rings at either end.

The distance between the
wheel flanges is 19.25”,
although the gauge at
Billingsley was said to be
22” (Bridgnorth Journal,
inquest on Charles Musgrove,
rope runner, 21st September
1916).

The metal tubs used at
Alveley in the 1950s were
broadly similar but were a
little larger (3’ x 4’x 2.5’) and
used fewer rivets.

David Poyner

The Billingsley Tub
Scale bar represents

1 foot
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Ivor Brown, the latest
Honorary Club Member

Ivor worked for 10 years in
Shropshire collieries (1952 to 62) and
for a time in 1959/60 while shot-firing
at night at Madeley Wood Colliery,
spent some shifts by day with Tom
Rawson at Burgam ‘Lead’ Mine.

In April 1962, seven months after the
Club was “officially founded” he
wrote to the Club Secretary
expressing an interest in joining. He
received a prompt reply telling him
that membership was subject to
satisfying 3 provisos; Membership
was open to all providing:
a) that they should be thoroughly
interested in the sport of caving.
b) that they should be unanimously
accepted by all present members.
c) that the Club has sufficient means
to transport and equip them.

The problem was that the Club had
only one landrover at first and could
not offer people membership until the
Club had acquired a trailer (for
carrying equipment, to make room for
more passengers). At the time the
Club had 9 members and 3 ‘advisers’.
Consequently Ivor only attended
monthly meetings that summer.

In September 1962, a trailer having
been acquired, 3 new members
including Ivor were invited to join,
but unfortunately he had moved to
the Northern Coalfields to lecture in
mining, so could only attend during
his holidays.

In January 1963, he led the first Club
trip to Snailbeach Mine Office in 2
foot of snow. When they got there,
they discovered that the Office had
been ransacked. They collected what
they could in the snow, dried it out
and presented the material to the
Record Office.

Ivor attended the first Club camp on
Llangattock Escarpment in Spring
1963 and experienced his first major
caving trip into Agen Allwedd. That
year he also published his first article
in a Club Journal on “Mines of the
Lake District”.

At the September 1963 AGM , a new

Club Constitution was agreed which
set up an Associate Section for non-
active members. He agreed to become
the unofficial secretary for this
section and to keep them informed
started the Club Newsletter in July
1964. That first year there were 8
associates and full membership had
grown to 20. Ivor was the newsletter
editor for some years and started the
‘Mining Notes’ item which still
continues today, now in its regular
spot on page 2 of ‘Below’.

By 1972, Ivor had become Club
Treasurer and Publications Secretary
(he doubled the price of a large
remaining stock of publications to
help raise money for re-thatching the
Club Cottage, sold out and with
these extra funds the work was
completed). During 1977 to 80 he put
together and published 4 Annual
Journals and over the years
produced five ‘Special Accounts’, to
raise funds for Rescue Equipment
(publishing material was donated by
Telford Development Corporation).

In more recent years he has
continued writing mining notes and
special features for the Club’s
Annual Journal and quarterly
newsletter ‘Below’ (such as his
excellent “Mines and Tunnels of the
Ironbridge Gorge” series).

In 1993 he retired from full-time
employment in mining (1952-62 at
mines, 1962-71 as lecturer, 1972-76 as
group engineer for land reclamation
and mining with Telford
Development Corporation and 1977-
93 in mineral planning in Yorkshire
and Staffordshire). Since 1993,
excepting for some consultancy,
‘voluntary’ work has now become
almost full-time: abroad with BESO
and others, at home with NAMHO
(an officer since 1979), several mining
history societies and museums
(volunteer with Ironbridge Gorge
since 1968, Peak District since 1964,
National Mining Museum since
1978).

He has produced over 100
substantial papers, pamphlets and
books on mining related topics and
has lectured in over 20 countries. He
was awarded a Ph.D. by Leicester
University, for part time study/
research into reclamation of mining
affected areas in 1976.

Throughout his work he has been
supported by his wife, Iris and two
daughters, and Ivor would be the
first to say how grateful he is for their
patience and tolerance.

I.J.Brown at Burgam Mine in 1959
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Mystery Coal Print
Help Wanted

Mike Munro recently found the print
(above) at a local bookfair.  The artist
is W.H. Prior, but he is interested in
knowing which colliery it depicts.

At least two sources of publication
have been identified so far:

1. C.Tomlinson, ‘Cyclopaedia of
Useful Arts’, Vol. 1 Part ii (1852),
facing page 391

2. W H Chaloner and A E Musson,
‘Industry and Technology’
(1965), plate 35.

Both books ascribe it to “South
Staffordshire.”

Nigel Chapmen has told Mike that he
has seen it used  “on several
occasions, such as the Midlands
Mining Commission of 1842.
Chances of identifying it as a pit are
about nil.

 It is one of several drawings of
South Staffs. North Staffs. or several
other fields that used early beam
winders. As it has a normal i.e. thin
con. rod would suggest a Watt type
engine. so c.1840 to 50. date O.K.

Note the skip on the far shaft.  This is
a Thick Coal  pit with the iron
hoops used to hold the large lumps
of coal in place. This method was
only used in Black Country. Also
near the head frames are several
hoops on a skip. So for I.D. its a
Thick Coal pit in the Dudley-
Oldbury area.”

The print is very similar to the one
used in ‘Below’ 200.1, p19 (below) to

illustrate the Trefonen article.

If you can help Mike to identify this
colliery and its exact location ?  He
would be most grateful.

You can view a better copy on
Mike’s web site:

www.mike.munro.cwc.net/mining/
midlands/print.htm



10 “Below” 2000.4

Northern News - 1
Submitted by Alan Vickers

Garden Tribute to Harraton Miners
The ‘Sunderland Echo’ for Saturday 19th August 2000
included an article with the above heading, the text of the
article is as follows :

The Vane Tempest Colliery Site
‘Sunderland Echo’ for Monday 21st August 200
included an article which was headed “New future of old
pit site takes shape”:

“ A garden in memory of miners who worked at
Harraton Colliery is being created with the help of
children and volunteers.

Members of Harraton Community Centre decided to
go ahead with the project as part of their millennium
local history project for which they are collating
material to go on exhibition in October.

The garden will be sited on land between the centre
and play park with work well under way on clearing
the area and planning the design.

Schoolchildren from Emmanuel College in Gateshead
have become involved thanks to Sue Nolan, from the
Community Educational and Environmental
Department, who has brought centre members and
the youngsters together so that the scheme can
advance.

The 13 and 14-year olds from the college have chosen
the memorial garden as their environmental project for
this year and apart from helping with the ground
work, they are already growing bedding plants in the
school’s greenhouse in readiness for planting.  RJB
Mining has donated railway sleepers and a pit tub,
which will feature in the garden’s design.

Everything is expected to be completed so that they
can open the garden, picnic area and cafe facilities,
which are to be linked to the centre, to the community
next year.

Centre secretary Pat Kendall said : “We are appealing
to local people to come along and help in the making
of the garden and if anyone can donate plants we
would be very grateful”.

Pat can be contacted on 0191 415 1436.
”

“ A massive scheme to breathe new life into a former
East Durham pit site is now taking shape.

The reclaiming of Vane Tempest Colliery, Seaham, is
ahead of schedule and an announcement about a
preferred developer is expected very soon.

One North east, the Regional Development Agency,
is co-ordinating the £5 million clean-up, which is
being funded by English Partnerships.

Work on the first phase of the reclamation, to prepare
the land for housing, began in March and is expected
to take about 14 months to complete.

The initial work includes burying and sealing
contaminated soil and the removal of old colliery
workings and underground foundations.

A network of primary estate roads, footpaths and
cycleways will then be created, and a roundabout
which will serve the planned housing estate is
already finished.

English partnerships has already been granted
planning permission by Easington Council to build
up to 500 new homes on the land - despite local
objections.

Thousands of people last year signed a petition
drawn up by Seaham Environmental Association
calling for a swimming pool to be created at the site.

And both Seaham Town Council and Environmental
Association members campaigned for a leisure
complex to be included in plans for the land - but
without success.

The One North East spokeswoman said an
announcement on the site was expected in a matter of
weeks.

”

Brass and Banners
miners’ traditions, their fight for
better conditions, the pit lodge
banners and the music of the colliery
bands.

The video includes material on the
Durham Miners’ Gala and the
Northumberland Miners Picnic.

The video can be purchased direct
from the makers:

Puddle Productions
PO Box 90
West Rainton
DH4 6XS

A new video entitled ‘Brass and
Banners’ has gone on sale in the
North East, price £12.95

The video, made by Puddle
Productions captures the North
East’s mining heritage and records
the history of mining in the region,
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Northern News - 2
Submitted by Alan Vickers

Lambton Cokeworks Site - Ministers Pledge
site when contractors started
preliminary investigations on the
land two years ago.

The area to be reclaimed covers 65
hectares, including major pockets of
pollution from the days when the
coke ovens worked at full blast
giving off dangerous tars and other
residues.  It is estimated that there is
about 500,000 tons of waste at the
site and complex groundwater
monitoring systems will have to be
installed.  When reclamation is
complete the site will be made
available for new housing, light

industrial units, parkland, and the
new central route road.

Industrial archaeologists and railway
enthusiasts also hope the wagonway
will be preserved in an industrial
heritage centre.

The re-discovered railway was
preserved thanks to impacted coal
dust and clay which protected the
wooden rails.  It is believed the line
was used to transport coal from pits
at Lambton via horse-drawn
waggons to the River Wear at
Fatfield for shipment.    ”

‘Sunderland Echo’ for Thursday 2nd
November carried a report following a
meeting between Fraser Kemp, MP
for Houghton-le-Spring and
Government Minister Beverley
Hughes:

“ Mr Kemp has been told that it is
likely that funding for the proposed
clean-up of the Lambton Cokeworks
site could be made available in the
next few months.

It is hoped the project will also help
to restore the historic wooden
railway which was discovered on the

Wanlockhead Museum Trust - Needs Your Help NOW!!
The Museum has received very good
support from Dumfries and Galloway
Council, but they have great pressure
placed upon their budgets. So far the
Museum has received £35,000 this
year, but to function adequately
almost double that amount is needed.

The Museum is the only Lead
Mining Museum in Scotland and one
of a small number in the UK. It is
unique in being one of the best
documented small communities in
Europe and this gives a very good
picture of how the miners and their
families lived.

It is well known nationally and
internationally for the records
available on Education, Religion,
Engineering, Geology and Social
History. In 2002 the International
Mineralogical Association is visiting
Wanlockhead.

The Trust and Museum is part of the
Education and Life Long learning
system providing project facilities for
schools, teachers, members of the
public, various Societies and
students researching their heritage. It
would be a tragedy if the Museum
had to close and the support given to
the many people like this at home and
from abroad had to be withdrawn.

I was contacted recently by Bob
Reekie (formerly of the Royal
Museum of Scotland) in connection
with the future of the Wanlockhead
Museum of Scottish Lead Mining.

I have drafted a circular letter
explaining the situation, and
distributed this to various people at
the recent Russell Society Council
Meeting. My purpose in asking for
your assistance in firstly by writing a
personal letter of support, and by
spreading the word about
Wanlockhead to other interested
parties.

Could you please write to:

Ms. Rhona Brankin, MPS,
Deputy Minister for Culture and

Sport,
Scottish Executive,
Victoria Quay,
Edinburgh. EH6 6QQ

FAX: 0131-244 7715.

Background to the Appeal
The Museum of Lead Mining at
Wanlockhead, after 25 years in
existence is facing the bleak prospect
of closure if no new source of
funding can be found to pay staff
salaries, heating bills and essential
maintenance.

Historically, the preservation of
heritage has fallen to charitable
trusts, but it would make more sense
if funding and the preservation of
industrial heritage were shared by a
partnership of charitable trusts,
regional and national government.
Therefore, the Trust feels that the
Scottish Executive have a
responsibility for all Culture and
Heritage including Museums like
Wanlockhead.

The Board of Trustees would greatly
appreciate your support in lobbying
the Deputy Minister for financial
support - either as an individual or on
behalf of any organisation or Society
of which you are a member.

Please take a few minutes to help -
the future of the Trust and Museum
could be at stake - for the price of a
postage stamp.

Thank you for taking the time to read
this request - and thanks in advance
for your support.

Roy Starkey

P.S. Please DO copy and distribute
this request to your friends and
colleagues.
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Mines & Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, 14:
South of Lincoln Hill Mines, by Ivor Brown

The limestone mines of Lincoln Hill
were discussed in Part 13, the
accompanying maps labelled Figs. 1
and 3 showed also the position of
some adits not described in that part
but shown as Adit C and Adit D. (see
also Figure 1, this issue)

Adit C
This adit, commonly known as the
“1800” tunnel does not seem to have
been a mine tunnel as such, but a
haulage tunnel running roughly
parallel to the river and only at
shallow depth. It has a sandstone
capstone bearing the date ‘1800’ and
local tradition has it that it terminates
somewhere near The Square at
Ironbridge. The tunnel has all the
hallmarks of being a tunnel
constructed by William Reynolds
and is similar to others in the
Shropshire Coalfields of now
uncertain purpose. Other such
tunnels include The Tar Tunnel (see
‘Below’ 98.4), Upper Brierly Hill
Tunnel (see ‘Below’ 2000.1), other
canal tunnels near Wombridge and
Willey Park Tunnel. Perhaps
Reynolds was “tunnel mad”?

Adit C, the ‘1800 Tunnel’ can still be
entered and commences in a
limestone face behind the Talbot Inn
on the Wharfage. The entrance is
narrow and because of thick scrub is
difficult to reach. Once inside the
dimensions are considerably larger,
the original tunnel consisted of a
completely oval shaped brick lined
arch about 8ft. high and 5ft. wide.
The whole of the accessible length of
tunnel is of this shape, and most of it
is in excellent condition.

There are however, three falls of clay,
one of which is wet and difficult to
pass and there is a short section,
about 150ft, cut in solid sandstone
with ironstone ‘cakes’. This is
probably the Crawstone Measures,
part of the basal beds of the Middle
or Productive Coal Measures.

About 300 ft. in, the tunnel is in
excellent condition with sleeper and
rail marks in the silt filling the bottom

of the arch curve which has formed
the base of the tramway. The whole
is a typical example of a horse level
as used in the better mines of the late
18th and early 19th centuries.

When the writer first entered the
tunnel about 1964 loose corrugated
sheeting blocked the passage about
310ft in. This was removed and the
exploration party came out in a
sunken garage alongside New Road.
The doors were fastened and locked
and the party passed beneath a car
and through similar corrugated
sheets on the other side of the
garage, which were carefully
replaced. Beyond the garage there
was thick silt in the tunnel and a fall
of ground which blocked the way
after less than 15ft. The tunnels was
found to follow approximately the
175ft contour from OS 6652 0361 to
OS 6705 0358 having taken a
southerly course almost parallel to
the River Severn. At all points it
seemed to be within 30 ft. of the
surface and less than 15ft cover at
the garage, the builders of which
obviously broke into the tunnel
inadvertently during its construction.

Local inquiry brought a number of
explanations for the tunnel of which
the most likely seems the tradition
that it was once part of a tramway
from the Lincoln Hill limestone
workings to the Madeley Wood or
Bedlam blast furnaces, which passed
through Ironbridge Square. There is
much evidence to support this
tradition including the following:

i. The tunnel is unlikely to have
been part of a mine, its direction
parallel to the river, the facts that
it is in strata below the coal and
ironstone seams and that it is not
shown on the Tithe Map support
this.

ii. Richard Reynolds purchased the
limestone workings in 1795 just
five years before the datestone
on the tunnel entrance. It is likely
that fluxing stone for the Bedlam
blast furnaces was supplied from
Lincoln Hill, and after 1805 the

workings were leased to a number
of people, some of whom gave
their address as the Lloyds. It is
possible therefore that limestone
for burning may have passed
through the tunnel as well as
fluxing stone for Bedlam. Why
either the Wharfage or the Severn
was not used is not clear
[perhaps they were too
congested at that date? KL], but
the tunnel route would have a
fairly easy gradient throughout
and would not be affected by
flooding (see William Reynolds
Executors’ Accounts, now in
Staffordshire Record Office and
I.J.Brown “A History if Limestone
Mining in Shropshire”,
Shropshire Mining Club, 1966).

iii) The accounts of William
Reynolds’s executors show for
January 11, 1805 the entry ‘paid
expence of securing the fence
near the Ironbridge damaged by
a tunnel made by the late
W.Reynolds, £2.0.0, for nails 7d.’
Could this be the Ironbridge end
of the tunnel?

About 1974 a collapse occurred in
the gardens of a cottage on the line
of the tunnel and an investigation
showed that this had blocked the
tunnel part way in.

In the 1980’s the accessible length of
tunnel was surveyed by Wardell
Armstrong and Ove Arup,
consultants for the local authority.
Their surveys show a bearing for the
tunnel of about 122o and an
accessible length of 72.6 metres.
[This fits quite well with a rough
survey done by Nick Southwick in
1995 - see Figure 2]

Adit D
This is to be found near or at the end
of two parallel broken lines in a field
(plot 2551) on the Madeley Tithe
Map (see Part 13, Fig. 3). This ‘track’
ends abruptly near the top limit of the
field and a brick construction is still
prominent near this point. When last
investigated it consisted of a small
chamber filled with dirty water. No
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Mines & Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, 14:
South of Lincoln Hill Mine, Figure 1
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access was gained and no purpose
for the feature has been established.
Was it an adit with an incline leading
down the hillside similar to the
Crawstone Mine?

Other tunnels
Other possible tunnels have also
been investigated in this immediate
area but none have led to
mineworkings. One tunnel or culvert
runs down the Ironbridge side of
Lincoln Hill Road, this is very
shallow and bricklined and is the
main drain for the Hill. It is shown on
a 1786 map as “old watercourse from
the Hill” (see Figure 3, right)

Another ‘tunnel’
Another ‘tunnel’ has been explored
from the Ironbridge end of the Swan
Inn buildings. It was entered through
a covered shaft, passed beneath the
road and probably came out in the
river bank. Conditions in it were foul
and it appeared to be an old sewer.
Other similar features have been
pointed out to the writer. These
sewers are probably the basis of the
local oral tradition, that a tunnel
exists under the river which was used
to bring mineral from the opposite
Benthall side of the river to the
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Mines & Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, 14:
South of Lincoln Hill Mines, continued..

Figure 3, below
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Ironbridge wharves. No evidence has
yet been found which indicates that
such a tunnel exists and it is much
more likely that the mineral was
transported by ferry.

Crawstone Iron Mine
Near the junction of New Road and
Severn Terrace a straight narrow
track crosses the Road at right
angles. This appears to be the route
of an old self-acting incline and in
fact it has the remains of a round
stone brake-house at its highest
point. Immediately alongside this is
an adit which has been explored but
is dangerous to enter due to ‘bad air’.
Exploration in favourable
atmospheric conditions has however
shown this adit to give access to
workings in the Crawstone Ironstone
seam. These workings are now
thought to be early 19th Century and
probably the most complete early
longwall workings in ironstone
accessible in the country.

A sketch plan of the Crawstone mine
is shown in Figure 1. The only known
entrance is an adit in a private
garden, the first few metres are brick
lined and almost completely filled
with rubble. This main haulageway
has sections of L shaped rail still in
place and is about 1.5m high
for some 200m. after
about 50m
the

Mines & Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, 14:
South of Lincoln Hill Mines, continued..

two ends of the circular longwall face
can be seen, one on each side of the
main tunnel. From this point on, the
tunnel can be seen to be in old goaf
with the floor removed to give
headroom.

There are no supports but the roof is
solid sandstone with numerous
human-body-sized trunks of sigillara
sometimes with the stigmarian roots
still attached. (Close examination
shows that only the bark fossilised
as coal, the interior has been replaced
by sandstone).

While the main tunnel continues in a
northwards direction similar-sized
tunnels leave, one after the other, on
the right hand side. All three tunnels
go to the same longwall face giving,
together with the end roads, five
points of entry to this working. The
face is fairly clean with little fallen
material despite its 130 years or so of
standing. It is about one metre high,
the 0.6m seam of brownish ironstone
being at about mid-position. On the
floor is a thin seam of coal which was
obviously worked, and in the roof
there is a fossiliferous sandstone.
This has been partly broken down to
provide headroom and to completely
fill the waste (The Commissioners, in
1842, stated that this was done to
prevent the accumulation of methane
gas, which sometimes troubled the

ironstone mines as well as the coal
mines).

The mine obviously used the
traditional longwall, tub-stall method
of working and as the face advanced
radially so new branches were formed
thus minimising the stall lengths for
ease of transport. Almost certainly
sledges or ‘dans’ had been used on
the face in this particular mine.

The ironstone itself was seen to be a
rich-red brown with streaks of calcite,
the whole bed was massive and
irregular and there was no evidence
of nodules. Since the face appeared
good, the mine must have closed
either because it became uneconomic
to work (seam thinning,
transportation cost out of the Gorge)
or the old miners knew of a major
fault, such as the Limestone Fault
which is very close, or old workings
immediately ahead.

No documentary information on the
mine has been found but the finding
of flanged rails, green glass bottles
with pointed bottoms and marble
seals, an iron shothole scraper and
an iron shovel together with the 1850
date of construction of the nearby
house, all point to a working date of
about 1840, possibly a little earlier.

Left: Club Members gather in
the evening gloom to explore
Crawstone Iron Mine and
Eileen Bowen examining
fossil trees in roof.

Right: Fossil tree trunks
in roof and Neal Rushton
exiting the mine.

All pictures: October 2000, Peter Eggleston/I.A.Recordings, (from video)
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Six Club members arrived at
Stillingfleet Mine on a very wet
morning, but fortunately most of the
day was to be spent under cover.
However, nothing could have
reduced the impact that the scale,
style and massiveness that the Selby
Complex has on someone familiar
with more conventional British
Mines. It was a sad event, however,
for right from the start it was obvious
that things were on the decline - the
great Selby Complex, so much
publicised 20 years ago had passed
its best. Only 2 weeks previously the
second of the 5 mines had been
finally sealed and the shafts would
be completely full in another week or
so. “Eight years to sink, three weeks
to fill”. (North Selby, deepest mine at
1044m, sunk 1979 -1987).

Mr. Bill Tinsley, manager of
Stillingfleet had kindly arranged the
visits - first to his pit’s surface
arrangement, then to see where the
coal comes out at Gascoigne Wood
Drift, some 8 miles away. Then to
Stillingfleet’s sister pit, North Selby,
where shaft-filling operations were
underway. Finally a separate visit
had been arranged to the Selby
Mines Rescue Station - not run by
RJB Mining, but by another company
(Mine Rescue Services Ltd.). An
action packed 6½ hours with no
break for lunch although coffee and
biscuits were kindly provided at two
stops. It would be too big a task to
repeat the information received on
this trip - IJB has two or three books
on the subject if anyone wishes to
borrow them, please contact him.

Some important facts:

Selby Coalfield
Planning Application submitted 1974,
approved 1976. 110 square miles of
Barnsley Seam (2m -3m thick) only,
giving 600 million tonnes, about half
of which could be worked. Four other
seams available. Five mines (each
with 2 shafts) and a connecting drift
(Gascoigne Wood), shallowest shaft,
Wistow 390m, deepest North Selby
1044m.

Stillingfleet
Shaft sinking 1978-1984, production
commenced 1988, depth 700m. Up-
cast shaft has fanhouse (exhausting)
and conventional winder/headgear
encased in red brick.
Downcast shaft has Koepe winder
with 6 ropes carrying cage and
counter balance, also full range of
facilities except coal winding and
preparation.

Gascoigne Wood Drift
Surface covers 150 acres, 2 parallel
tunnels with conveyors of 20 million
tonnes capacity per year (at present
drawing 10 million tonnes). Two 12.2
km tunnels, 4.75 m diameter driven
below the coal seams (connected by
6 bunker shafts). North Tunnel has
9.2 km cable belt with tandem
conveyor 3 km long.
South Tunnel has steel cord belt, 1.3
m wide, 12 km long, speed 30 km per
hour. Extensive coal preparation and
storage plant (4th largest in the
world).

North Selby
Similar arrangements to Stillingfleet,
shaft details given above. One shaft
now two-thirds backfilled, other one
third full. Material removed during
sinking is now being returned (except
at the bottom, where aggregates and
concrete were placed). Short
conveyors carry material from surface
tips to shafts. Fan house now partly
scrapped and accessible, winding
ropes have been removed. Up-cast
winder has both cages at surface.
Shaft diameters 7.32m, produced coal
from 1991 to 1999.

Selby Mines Rescue Station
Opened as a conventional rescue
Station 1982, now one of six Service
Centres forming part of a separate
Company. Has two fully set-up
coalfaces 36m long, one ‘thick’ seam
1.6m advancing, other a thin seam
1.2m high plus two 36m drifts, both
square arch girder supports, with
conveyors one with 1.6m advancing,
other 1.2m retreating heading. Also
many mock-up confined spaces,
including tubes and boilers. Full
range of lecture theatres, galleries,
workshops, stores and road
transport. Offers a wide range of
courses on First Aid, Breathing
Apparatus, Confined Spaces, Risk
Assessment, Fire Extinguishers etc..
Last mine callout was to Prince of
Wales Colliery, Pontefract (double
explosion) three and a half years ago.

Our thanks to Bill Tinsley and the
other managers and staff of the Selby
Coalfield, also to staff of the Rescue
Station for a fascinating day.

Visit to the Selby Coalfield, 7th October 2000, by Ivor Brown

As well as having a lack of oxygen
this mine has been found to contain
the explosive gas methane and
exploration should not be attempted
without the proper gas testing and
life support equipment.

References:
“A tunnel at Ironbridge” by

I.J.Brown, Shrops. Arch. Society
newsletter, No.42, May 1972.

“Underground in the Ironbridge

Gorge” by I.J.Brown in Industrial
Archaeology Review Vol. III No.2
Spring 1979.

The next issue will contain the final
part of this series “The Rough Park
Mines”. The writer would like to
know whether Members would wish
for a new series - say dealing with the
southern bank of the Ironbridge
Gorge. Alternatively another part of
the Shropshire Coalfield could be
considered, or perhaps, the South-

West Shropshire Orefield could be
considered in the same way. What
would you like?

The final part of the present series
will also contain an Index listing all
the mines covered so far (over 60) in
this series, together with references
for the other Madeley Wood
Company Mines (5) and Madeley
Court Company pits (Nos.1 to 17)
that made up the complement of
mines in the old Madeley Parish.

Mines & Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, 14:
South of Lincoln Hill Mines, continued..
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in sandals; only the honour of being
the sole North Wales representative
kept him going.

More dramatic still was the fate of
Kathleen Illingworth, a clerk from
Huncoat in Leicestershire. I quote
from Coal News, July 1962:

“ ‘Ah’m going t’get medal’ [she
said]. And she did. Immediately
after the presentation she
stumbled into the arms of medical
attendants and was put on a
stretcher surrounded by bags of
ice”.

The one person who remained
blister-free was Pam. Mrs Bannister,
her mother, attributes this to
spending £20 (in 1962!) on a good
pair of leather shoes and rubbing her
socks with soap. Pam also collected
her commemorative medal, struck in
the form of a miner’s lamp and
returned safely to Highley.

Perhaps we could persuade the
Dutch TV company that this should
be their next documentary project!
(I would like to thank Mrs Bannister
and Pam for showing me their
memorabilia of this trip of nearly 40
years ago).

Also in the July 1962 Coal News;
Madeley Wood had the third lowest
accident rate in the country for
medium sized collieries for the year
up to May 26th.

David Poyner

The recent appearance of the Club on
Dutch TV is not the first mining
contact between Shropshire and
Holland. In 1962 the Dutch State
Mining Company celebrated their 60th

anniversary. 2000 young people from
seven European countries
(representing the mining industry)
were invited to take part in a 60 mile,
3 day walk centred on Heerlen,
Holland. In Britain, the Coal Industry
Social Welfare Organisation
(CISWO) was asked to nominate a
team.

CISWO had evolved out of the 1920
Miners Welfare Act (See Ivor
Brown’s article in volume 4 of the
Annual Journal) and included
representatives from both the NCB
and NUM. Fred Deeley of Highley
was a senior NUM official in 1962
and served on the West Midlands
Divisional CISWO Committee. His
neighbour in Highley, Jim Bannister,
had a 15 year old daughter, Pam, who
was a member of the Miner’s Welfare
Youth Club. With interests including
hiking and camping, Pam seemed
ideally qualified; Fred Deeley put her
name forward and she was eventually
selected to represent the West
Midland area with Derek Mellor, a
fitter’s mate from Lea Hall and Fred
Salt, a collier from Sneyd.

They joined a party numbering 24
males and 12 females. Each day the
team walked 20 miles. By the final
day, injuries had reduced the number
to 30. Cliff Jones, haulage hand from
Point of Ayr was reduced to walking

Shropshire and the 1962 Dutch Mining
Anniversary

If anyone is interested, I have set up
a website at

http://members.aol.com/dibben/alderley

which has details about the Alderley
Edge mines.  The site is still being
perfected and there is more detail
(such as access arrangements) to be
added but it should prove interesting
reading.

Any comments will be welcome.  The
site also covers the caving side of
the Derbyshire Caving Club.

(This site has no connection with the
Northern Caving Club or the
anonymous site that shows gold
objects allegedly found at Alderley
Edge.)

Nigel Dibben

Alderley Edge
Web Site

Smelt Mill Threat
Planning permission is being sought
from Carrick District Council by the
owners of the Carvedras Smelting
Works, Truro, to demolish the
extant buildings on the site. The
works is presently being used for
light engineering; the owners,
needless to say, want to build
houses on the area.

Carvedras is probably the best
preserved smelting works in Cornwall
and is doubly interesting for its inner
city location, or as close as Cornwall
can come to that term.

 D B Barton’s book, ‘A History of Tin
Mining and Smelting in Cornwall’
naturally features Carvedras and
includes an excellent photograph on
page 215.

It would be a great loss if such a site
becomes yet another one of our
mining heritage sites lost to
‘developers’.

Plymouth Mineral and
Mining Club

October 2000
(The deadline for opposition to the
plans was 8th November, a decision
is currently awaited from the Council)

ROC Web site
The ROC web site has been updated
with substantial new information on
posts in Devon, Carmarthenshire,
Cardiganshire, Flint, Denbighshire,
Montgomeryshire, Yorkshire,
Shropshire and numerous other
counties throughout the UK. You will
find the site on:

www.subterranea.org.uk/roc/main.htm

I would like to thank everyone who
has sent in information on posts in
their area and posts that are not
mentioned in the list. To date I have

personally visited  over 1000 post
sites and have received information
on a further 150 sites from other
contributors. With the short and cold
days I have curtailed visits until the
spring but hopefully 2001 will see the
completion of the survey, 1563+
posts in total.

If you have any information on any
post not visited please e-mail me at

nick@swanley1.freeserve.co.uk

All information received will be
credited.
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The following appeal for help in a
family history journal started me
doing research into two salt works,
one of which was located at New
Lambton, Co. Durham, about half a
mile from where I was born :

“ Has anyone knowledge of a
saltworks named Rand &
Parkinson around the Lambton,
Durham area 1786 - 1865.
Birtley saltworks was mentioned
in records, but was it called
that?  Are there names of owners
or partners, etc. in any-one’s
private records”

[Mrs Peggy King, Australia]  (1)

This was the first reference that I had
heard to a salt works here.  But I
discovered that there was another
salt works about six miles away at
Birtley and both of these depended
upon the saline water drawn from
colliery pumping shafts.

In regard to the works at New
Lambton, I had lived very near
Lambton ‘D’ pit (NGR: NZ 318 509)
for about twenty-five years and I had
actually worked there for a short time.
My father had worked there for over
thirty years but he had never
mentioned a salt works so I presume
that it must have ceased long before
he commenced work there in 1922.
Lambton ‘D’ Pit was sunk about
1792.

Whilst attending a course on Local
History run by the University of
Sunderland, I had the opportunity to
visit the Library of the Newcastle
Literary and Philosophical Society,
and came across the following
reference to New Lambton in a book :

“ Salt works were established here
in 1815, by Messrs. Rand and
Parkinson; the spring having
been first discovered to contain
salt by the water leaving a
quantity of that useful article in
the steam boiler at the Dee pit,
near New Lambton, and
afterwards in the boiler at the
New Lambton pit, where the
works are situated.  The brine
well is 97 fathoms deep.”   (2)

So there had been a salt works at
New Lambton, but where had it been
located?  I recalled that there were
some remains of an old engine
alongside the railway line which led
from Lambton to Lumley 6th Pit (NZ
310 506) and it seemed to me that this
was probably the site of the well and
the pumping station.

It was more than likely that the
engine remains had formed part of
the pumping system. Two Newcomen
type steam pumping engines are
recorded as having been in use at
Lambton. The first from 1757 and the
second from 1766 and it is certainly
possible that one of these engines,
probably the second one, was
working at this site. (3)  Additionally
one of the engines was recorded as
still being in use at the nearby Lady
Anne Pit, (NZ 319 507) in 1894. (4)

Lady Anne Pit was sunk in 1750.

I corresponded with Peggy King, in
Australia, and she told me that the
salt works had been formed in 1815
by Cuthbert Parkin or Parkins (the
name later changed to Parkinson).
Cuthbert’s occupation was a sinker,
so he had been engaged in sinking
pit shafts and would probably have a
good understanding of the geology
and hydrology of the area.

He owned a mill, connected with
Rand & Parkinson, and had at one
time lived at Portobello, near Chester-
le-Street.  His father was reputed to
be Land Agent for the Earl of
Durham.  Cuthbert’s son Robert was
also associated with the salt works
and his daughter married William
Morris and they lived at Birtley Lane,
Chester-le-Street. (5)

A search of a two early trade
directories produced the following
information :

Houghton-le-Spring
Miscellaneous

Rand & Parkinson, Lambton
Salt Works (6)

New Lambton,  Here are the
extensive salt works of Messrs.
Matthews and Parkinson, which
were established in 1815.

Gentry and Clergy,
Mr. Rand, New Lambton.

Salt Manufacturers,
Matthews & Parkinson, New
Lambton Salt Works.

Birtley, There is in its immediate
neighbourhood also a brine
spring from which a
considerable quantity of salt is
manufactured.

Miscellaneous,
Walton John, Salt Manufacturer,
Birtley Salt Works. (7)

A later directory had the following
entry :
Houghton-le-Spring
Grocers and Tea Dealers

Parkinson, George  Dee Pit (8)

In the 1851 Census for Bournmoor
(which includes Lambton) I found the
following references to Parkinson :

Bournmoor
‘D’ Pit Village
William Parkinson Head 44
Coal Miner, born at New Lambton
Mary Parkinson Wife 43
born at Ayton Banks
George Parkinson Son 22
Herdsman ? ** born at New Lambton
H_____y Parkinson*** Son 21
Coal Miner, born at New Lambton

** writing difficult to decipher.
*** writing difficult to decipher,
referring to the Census Index for 1861
I believe that this should read
‘Henry’. (9)

and the 1881 Census included the
following entry :

4 D Pit Row
Mary Parkinson, Head, Grocer,W,73
Eighteen Banks, Durham,England(10)

but Peggy King was unable to
confirm that there was any
relationship.

On referring again to trade directories
I found the following :

Salt Extraction at Two County Durham Pits.
by Alan Vickers
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Birtley
Trades

Morris William, corn miller and
farmer; h., Chester-le-Street
(p226)

Taylor Thomas, farm bailiff,
Spring farm (p 227).

New Lambton
Trades

Donnison William, corn miller,
New Lambton mill  (p 229)

Harraton
Trades

Morris William, farmer, Vigo
(p228)

and in the introduction to the
directory I also found the following :

“ Some years ago a remarkable
salt spring was discovered at
Birtley, and is thus described by
Sir W. Appleby.  It rises at the
depth of 70 fathoms in an engine
pit constructed for drawing
water out of coal mines, at the
extremity of a stone drift drove
200 yards north-east therein,
and what is more extraordinary,
springs only in this drift in every
direction, though this pit and
every other contiguous has been
excavated both above and below
it many fathoms.  Its mixing with
the fresh water in the same pit
would have occasioned it to
remain totally un-noticed, but for
an accident which happened to
the boiler of the engine soon
after its erection.  One morning
the bottom of the boiler suddenly
dropped out, the engineer
amazed thereat informed the
undertakers, who, upon
examination found it encrusted
with a vast quantity of strong
salt, and the iron wholly
corroded.  Upon testing the
water, though incorporated with
immense quantities of fresh, it
was found exceeding brackish
and salt, on which the workings
were explored, and the above
mentioned very valuable salt
spring was discovered to arise in

such drifts only, and has for these
nine years produced 20,000
gallons per day, four times
stronger than any sea water
whatever.  In consequence of this
important discovery, a large and
extensive manufactory of salt was
established by a company of
gentlemen, who, after
encountering many difficulties,
brought it to very great
perfection, the quality being
most excellent.

At Butterby, near Durham, is
another salt spring issuing from
a rock in the river Wear, and is
only visible when the water is
low;  it contains somewhat more
of the sulphate of magnesia, or
Epsom salt, than the spring at
Birtley, and imparts a red tinge
to the stones over which it flows.

South Shields has long been
celebrated for its salt works, but
they have been of less
importance since the discovery of
the spring at Birtley.  Formerly
there were more than 200 pans
in use, for converting the sea
water into salt, and were said to
require more than 100,000
chaldrons of coal annually.”(11)

The directory lists “Warwick John,
Esq, Birtley Spring” and the name
appears again in Whellan’s
Directory for County Durham, 1856.

So, there were two salt works, one at
New Lambton and the other at
Birtley.

But what else was there to find out
about the salt works, particularly the
one at New Lambton?

At the beginning of year 2000 I
decided to spend much of my time on
family and local history and to try
and concentrate the local history on
a study of coal mining including the
coal mining which had taken place in
the Fence Houses area.

The Coal Authority provided me with
copies of the ‘seam plans’ for the
area and a close inspection of these

showed an ‘old shaft’ at the location
of the old engine, mentioned earlier,
at NZ 314508. (12)

The depth of the shaft has already
been given as 97 fathoms.  Whellan(4)

includes much information on
County Durham collieries and for
Lambton ‘D’ Pit the following
information is given for the depth of
the coal seams :

Depth
from Thickness

Coal seam surface    feet &
fathoms    inches

Five Quarter     53
Main Coal     63     6 ft.
Maudlin     73     4 ft.
Low Main     87     3 ft 6 in.
Hutton   100     3 ft. 10 in.

So the shaft at New Lambton had
been sunk to the Hutton seam and
would be likely to have been a
‘pumping shaft’ for the two nearby
Lambton Collieries, and probably
also for the somewhat nearer
William Henry Pit (NZ 316 506), the
sinking of which commenced in 1799
and which had closed by 1817,
although it continued as a ventilation
shaft for Lambton ‘D’.  In all
probability the second of the two
Newcomen steam engines was
located at the New Lambton site.

The First Edition Ordnance Survey
Map for the area showed a group of
buildings at NZ 310 506 so there was
more than just a boilerhouse and
pumping engine at the site.

Brine Springs
A scientific paper published in 1945
(13) mentions three brine springs
which discharged at up to 120 cubic
metres per day - at Lumley (NZ 290
500), near Birtley (NS 275 555), at
Framwellgate, near Durham City, and
at Butterby (NZ 284 396) and it is
recorded that these had ceased to
flow by 1870, due to the effects of
underground minewater pumping in
the county.  Presumably this would
mean that salt extraction at New
Lambton and Birtley would have
ceased by that date.

Salt Extraction at Two County Durham Pits.
by Alan Vickers, continued
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A scientific paper published in 1993
(14) indicated that the shaft at New
Lambton was still in use as one of the
pumping stations used for pumping
out approximately 3 million litres of
underground minewater per day in
the former County Durham coalfield.
The minewater, which is ferruginous
but of  ‘tolerable quality’, is pumped
into the nearby Lumley Park Burn
which is a tributary of the river Wear.

In June 2000 I came across a new
book, co-authored by Lena Cooper &
Geoffrey Berriman.(15)  Included with
the photographs of the collieries of
the area was a photograph of ‘The
Old Engine, New Lambton’.  This
showed the engine-house and a
group of other buildings alongside
the railway line.  In a telephone call to

Geoffrey Berriman, he told me that,
like me, he could recall the ruins of
the old engine at this location but he
was unable to add anything about its
use.  He said that his parents and
others in the neighbourhood had
always referred to it as the ‘old
engine’.

Birtley Spring
With regard to the Birtley spring,
another scientific paper published in
1996 (16) included very useful
information on its history.  The
spring was located half way up a
hillside, on the eastern side of the
glacial valley of the river Team (NZ
279 551), and is commemorated in a
street name (The Springs).

The spring once flowed at about 1.4
litres per second.  Evaporation pans
were installed on the site, and
common salt was obtained and sold
locally; at one stage, it was even
exported to southern England via the
coal ports of the river Wear.

The salt pans were damaged during
the English Civil War of 1645, and the
spring fell into disuse and was
overgrown until about 1780, when an
early coal exploration borehole on the
site encountered a strong flow of
brine.  For the next century, the salt
pans were operated again and were
not abandoned until the late 19th
century, when competitive pressure
from the Cheshire salt mines became
overwhelming.  Subsequently,

Salt Extraction at Two County Durham Pits.
by Alan Vickers, continued
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extensive underground mining to the
east caused the springs to dry up.

My research had shown that there
were two salt works, and the location
of that at New Lambton is fairly
certain as there are no other mining
remains in the area.  Whether or not a
Newcomen steam engine was in use
at the site is conjecture but there are
not many alternative locations for the
second of the two Lambton engines.

The research did not answer all of
Peggy King’s queries but it certainly
put much ‘meat on the bones’ by
providing her with additional
information for her family history
research.  For me the research
showed another aspect of coal
mining in the Fence Houses area - the
same area had seen the introduction
of an early steam locomotive, tests
had been carried out here by Sir
Humphrey Davy when he was
designing his safety lamp, some of

the first compressed air locomotives
had been used underground at
Lambton, and recently the remains of
a wooden wagonway have been
discovered here.  Some quite
remarkable things for one mining
area!
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Vale Royal Brine Trials - Start & ‘Blow-back’
On 20th October, a ‘blow back’ from
one of the boreholes occurred,
during which a mixture of air and
brine gushed from the borehole,
along with plastic lining pipes. There
was a fine mist spray, which lasted
for about 10 minutes until the
borehole was capped.

This borehole has since been
permanently sealed. No one was
injured during the incident, which
was reported to the Health and
Safety Executive. Although the
Executive indicated that it has no
intention of taking further action.

David Carr, Project Director, WS
Atkins Consultants Ltd who are
working on behalf of Vale Royal
Borough Council said: “This incident
has provided us with some new
information, which has increased our
knowledge of the current conditions
underground and which will provide
useful data in the assessment of the
present condition of the Barons
Quay mine.”

The objective of this project is to
build on previous investigations and
will make a final recommendation to
Vale Royal Borough Council on the
method of stabilisation of the mines
and the choice of materials to be
used. It will also evaluate options for
the disposal of the brine from the
abandoned mines.

A final application to English
Partnerships - which has provided a
grant of £722,000 under the
Government’s Land Stabilisation
Programme so far - will then be made.
It is estimated that it will cost about
£28 million to complete the
stabilisation programme. This is a
unique project as it is believed that
no other flooded salt mine in the
world has been stabilised before. It is
anticipated that the contract for the
work to stabilise the mines will be
prepared and let in 2002 and will take
about four years to complete.

More information about the project
can be found on the Vale Royal web
site:     www.valeroyal.gov.uk/

On the 25 September 2000 drilling
work started on a complete up-to-
date survey of the abandoned
Northwich Salt Mines. This is part of
a £550,000 contract awarded to WS
Atkins to complete investigation
work into the state of the four
abandoned rock salt mines at Barons
Quay and Witton Bank.

The first bore hole is on the Barons
Quay Car Park and there will be 10
others. The drilling part of the
contract - worth more than £130,000 -
has been awarded to M & J Drilling
(former sponsors of ‘Below’) who
expect to take about eight weeks to
carry out the drilling to a depth of
about 90 metres.

Once complete specialist sonar
equipment will be used to determine
the present condition of the mines,
which are filled with saturated brine.
This information and other data
collected will be used to complete a
computer-based model of the mines
and enable a more accurate
assessment of their condition.
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In February of this year Jim
Waterman of the Severn Gorge
Countryside Trust approached
SCMC about a hole that had
appeared up in their woodlands on
the south side of Ironbridge gorge.

Thus, on the 26th February a small,
but curious band went to have a
look, armed with the MineCam. We
were met by Jim and Liz Harris
(Telford & Wrekin Council), who
were keen to establish if there was
any risk to a nearby footpath. They
had already fenced off the feature as
a precautionary measure, since the
possibility of it being an open
mineshaft could not be precluded at
that stage.

After carefully clearing the brash
around the depression, it was
possible to lower the camera a short
distance into a small void. This
revealed a small opening descending
into a steep slope for some distance.
The restricted size of the ‘shaft’
prevented a full examination, but it
was decided to ladder down to the
hole after opening out the top a bit

Benthall Edge Bat Grill
by Alan Robinson

more and undertaking some gas
testing prior to the descent. As the
survey below shows the slope
quickly led to a wide level, which
headed northwards for 20 metres to a
run-in section, where it would have
originally entered from the hillside.
On the inbye side the collapse
effectively blocked any continuation
of the level.

The level is more unusual in that it
appears to lie below the base of any
productive coal or ironstone
horizons, but is in sandstones above
the sequence of Wenlock limestones
that occur on the western end of the
gorge. A thin ironstone band is
present within the level, but it does
not appear to be of sufficient
thickness or quality to have made
extraction a viable endeavour.

The size of the level suggests that it
was used for haulage, but perhaps
only for the removal of over burden
or sandstone blocks from a higher
quarry, which could then be end-
tipped down the steep hillside.

Design of Grill
Design Team: Andy Harris, Alan
Robinson, and Neal Rushton

The design of a suitable barrier had
to satisfy the following criteria:

1) Provide a secure barrier against
accidental entry

2) Minimise the risk of further
collapse

3) Allow constant access to bats
4) Allow occasional access to

cavers
5) Provide a deterrent to opportunist

vandalism
6) Make construction feasible in a

remote location
7) Satisfy Telford and Wrekin

Council’s assessment
8) Be achievable at reasonable cost.

The resulting grill was built at home
by Andy Harris and galvanised in
Telford.

Construction of the Cap -
11th-12th November 2000

Construction Team: Eileen
Bowen, Mike Davies, Pete Eggleston,
Andy Harris, John Priest, Alan &
Vicky Robinson, Neal Rushton and
Mike Worsfold

In order to cast a suitable concrete
ring around the loose fill, it was
necessary to first excavate all of the
unsupported material overhanging
the void. Sufficient rocks were also
removed from the sides to allow us to
work safely in the hole and to create
a bench, from which the shuttering
could be built off.

A temporary timber formwork was
constructed from the bench up to the
proposed level of the grill. This
created the retaining barrier for the
concrete to be poured into once the
reinforcing steel mesh had been bent
into shape and fixed into position.

Finally, the pre-fabricated grill could
be set into position, levelled and then
supported until the concrete had
cured.
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Sketch of entrance to level on Benthall Edge,
prior to SCMC fitting Bat Grill,
11th-12th November 2000, Alan Robinson

The accompanying sketches and
photos help illustrate the process.
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Sketch of entrance to level on Benthall Edge,
after the SCMC fitted the Bat Grill,
11th-12th November 2000, Alan Robinson

Key

Concrete

Steel Mesh

Timber Formwork

Galvanised
Bat Grill/Cover

Diagrams: Alan Robinson

Benthall Edge Bat Grill
by Alan Robinson

Above: A fully
loaded Alan
Robinson
heading for
the level.

Right:
Preparing  the
level entrance

Pictures: November 2000, Peter
Eggleston/I.A.Recordings (from
video).

Below: Neal Rushton, Eileen
Bowen, Mike Worsfold & John
Priest carrying the grill to the site.
(Pete wishes it to be noted that Mike
only carried it while he took the shot)

Left: Mike Davies & Andy Harris
using the grill as a work bench
while preparing formwork.

Below: Detail of the “Andy’s
Mark” on the grill, and the
completed grill.
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Christmas Corner

A Story for Christmas from The Colliery Guardian, 1
November 1872

Gift from the Queen to a Collier - A correspondent vouches for the correctness of the
following anecdote:- During the visit of Her Majesty the Queen to Dunrobin Castle, the seat
of the Duke of Sutherland, a few weeks ago, an incident occurred which has not yet been
made public. The Duke is having a shaft sunk on his estate for the purpose of proving some
valuable mines, and there are engaged in the work several colliers from Shropshire, servants of
the Lilleshall Company. The Queen being told of the mining operations, expressed a desire to
visit the spot, whither she was escorted by the Duke. Whilst standing on the bank inspecting
the work, it commenced to rain.

A few yards off one of the men, named Cooper, was sawing some timber for the shaft, and not
being aware of the immediate presence of royalty, heedless of the rain, continued his work
without a coat. Presently he was surprised to feel a light touch, and on looking up perceived
the Duke, who laid a costly rug over his shoulders, at the same time exclaiming: “The Queen
requested me to present you with her own rug, you may keep it and wear it.” The man’s
surprise, and the remainder of the story, may be more easily imagined than described. The
proof of the affair, to wit, the “rug”, in the possession of the poor man, will not be soon
overlooked among the humble but loyal colliers of Shropshire.

Wolverhampton Chronicle.
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Members of the Cooper family, who
still live in the Oakengates area
would be pleased to know of the
present whereabouts of the rug.
Does anyone know?

A recent item in ‘Below’ showed that
Shropshire Miners were taken up to
Scotland by the Duke to help start up
the unusual Brora Mines.

Ivor Brown

Competition
This map shows the area once part of
Shropshire. It was published in Lew’s
Topographical Dictionary (1835 Ed.).

Questions:
What is the scale and ‘north’ direction?

What precise date did it pass to
Worcestershire?

What are the limits of the coal areas
within it?

Answers by Jan. 31st. 2001

Mining prize available - decision
of the judge (Ivor Brown) is
final.
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Extra Christmas Puzzles
How well do you know your Caves and Mines?

To put you through your paces, while vegging out after Christmas lunch,
here are two word squares.

One contains 22 cave, cavern or
‘hole’ names - no I’m not going to tell
you what they are, try and spot them
yourself (mean or what!).

The other square contains 22 mine
names - these are a little easier as
they are all single word names - and
no I’m not going to tell you what
these are, either!

To make it more interesting (!) I am
not even going to tell you which
square is which ....

Happy searching
Kelvin

A O G O F F F Y N N O N D D U
G X Q B P O U L A W I L L I N
E L K P O O L E S O A D L F D
N O J Z T S U N A S X C I G A
A W A I T O M O C S P E G K R
L I C L E L L A W W A R G N E
L V K B R N U I M I K G N O N
W C P X A X L S D N Y T I T C
E O O P L D K J H S G F P L I
D I T U O Y T R E T W Q A O L
D N E N E A R D F O G O G W A
V B S L A N C A S T E R F A U
P O U L N A G O L L U M Z T J
K H F G R A N D T U R K I Q W
B S D T I K R A W S L R A C O

Oh, all right then, as it’s Christmas, here are the
names:

Caves: Agen Allwedd, Carlswark, Daren Cilau,
Ease Gill, Gaping Gill, Grand Turk, Jack Pot,
Knotlow, Lancaster, Lascaux, Mulu, Ogof
Draenen, Ogof Ffynnon Ddu, Otter, Oxlow, Peak,
Pooles, Poulawillin, Poulnagollum, Swildons,
Swinsto, Waitomo

Mines: Allenheads, Boulby, Box, Caphouse,
Clive, Crawstone, Criccieth, Cwmystwyth, Dirtlow,
Dolcoath, Florence, Grimes Grave, Laxey, Levant,
Llanymynech, Magpie, Minera, Nenthead,
Pandora, Pennerley, Smallcleugh, Wigpool

Z Q A S U I E N O T S W A R C
U C W M Y S T W Y T H L E C R
R J I A E W R D M K O P E T I
G R G L X W E F I S A D B T C
I I P L A O M I N E R A R A C
E F O C L Y B L U O B E P P I
R W O L T R I D I R E H A E E
A L L E N H E A D S O T N N T
E E W U S U L X T U Q N D N H
P V H G D T Q I S P O E O E F
O A I H V U Y E T O P N R R D
Y N K L H C E N Y M Y N A L L
H T A O C L O D M A G P I E B
V U E V A R G S E M I R G Y H
C X A F L O R E N C E J S E R
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News Round-Up 2..

NAMHO 2001
The NAMHO 2001 event will be
based at Avonale House, Co.
Wicklow (near to Avoca).

The meeting will be in a converted
chapel (now a lecture room), with
adjacent converted stables being
used for displays and stands.  There
are 17 single bedrooms on the site,
plus facilities for camping and
caravans. We are also block booking
a rooms in a new hostel about 3 miles
away.  There is also lots of local
B&B’s.

The dates are: Saturday 22nd to
Monday 24th September 2001

The format will be: one day of talks
(on the Saturday), with parallel field
and underground trips.  There will be
field and underground trips on
Sunday. On the Monday, there will
be trips further afield including a visit
to the working lead/zinc mine at Tara
(the largest lead/zinc mine in Europe).
There will be two trips here, mill and
underground.

A conference dinner will be held at
the ‘Meeting of the Waters’ on
Saturday evening. We are also
arranging days at other mines in the
following week, eg Allihies for those
staying over.

For more details contact:

Dr. M. Parkes, MHSI,
c/o Geological Survey of Ireland,
Beggar’s Bush, Haddington Road,
Dublin 4, Ireland.
Tel. +353-1-6041493
email: parkesma@tec.irlgov.ie

Detection of Abandoned
Mineshafts & Mine Waste

The British Geological Survey (BGS)
has been awarded a major contract to
improve the detectability of hazards
associated with abandoned mines,
including buried shafts, and
minewaste contaminants such as acid
mine waters, heavy metals, coal
residues, cyanides and toxic gases.
The information will benefit the
construction and engineering
industries, planning authorities and
environmental protection agencies.

Contaminated and unstable ground is
not just a threat to health and safety
but also has a blighting influence on
property values, planning and
economic regeneration.  Rapid, high-
density scanning of the shallow
subsurface will improve confidence
that the land is fit for purpose and
arbitrary protection zones could be
reduced accordingly.

The contract is part of the joint
EPSRC/NERC URGENT programme
to develop a new non-invasive
geophysical mapping technique for
use in the built environment.  The
award is worth £220k and will run for
a period of 3 years.

Paul Sowan
NAMHO Newsletter

G.O.E.S. Secretary
Members who have been on visits to
the Great Orme will be saddened to
learn of the death of David Edwards,
Secretary to G.O.E.S. who passed
away on Friday 30th October.

David had been suffering form cancer
of the oesophagus and died in
hospital. The funeral was held at
Llandudno on the 30th October, with
an interment on the Great Orme.

Bwlch Y Plwm Rescue
On Saturday 27th October at Bwlch y
Plwm Lead Mine, near Llanfrothen,
north of Penrhyndeudraeth. Four
people (One male instructor and three
females) entered the mine.

Two of the women had descended
the stope, when the instructor and
third girl fell on them! The instructor
broke his tibia and fibula, one girl
broke a wrist and another her arm.

One of the girls managed to get out
along the level and used a mobile
telephone to raise the alarm.

Aberglaslyn and South Snowdonia
MR teams attended and requested
NWCRO assistance at 19.50.  Four
members of which  (Andy Goodall,
Dean Manion, Rob Griffiths and Rob
Davies) went to assess the situation
and assist the MRT’s.  The rescue
turned out to be reasonable straight
forward and other members of
NWCRO were not needed.

At 23.55, South Snowdonia MRT
confirmed that the casualties had
been successfully air lifted to Ysbyty
Gwynedd. The HSE are investigating.

reports submitted by
Richard Amies, Ian Davies

Banner Returns
The Washington F Pit banner, which
used to be displayed in Washington
Miners’ Welfare Hall in Spout Lane,
Concord, and was moved to the F Pit
Museum in Albany Way when the
welfare hall was sold, has been re-
discovered in the Catherine Cookson
Museum in South Shields. (The
banner mysteriously disappeared,
from the ‘F’ Pit Museum.)

It has now been taken to the Usworth
and Washington Gardeners’ Club, in
Concord where it will be displayed
alongside the Usworth Lodge banner

The banner, which was made in 1966,
depicts Durham Cathedral on the
front and Conishead Priory, in
Cumbria, which used to be a miners’
convalescent home, on the back.

Cave Photo Group
A special interest group for cave
photographers has been set-up. The
group plan to publish a quarterly
newsletter - the first two issues of
which will be free. Subscription will
be announced in the second edition.

The aim of the nesletter (and group)
is to allow cavers to exchange news,
ideas and experiences of
photography and video in dark
places.

The newsletter is not intedned to
replace high-quality magazines like
Underground Photographer (there
won’t be any photos in the early
issues). For more details visit their
web site:

www.caves.org.uk/photography/
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e-mail: info@iarecordings.org or visit their web site at:
http://www.iarecordings.org/

Mining Videos

If you are interested in doing a bit of
armchair mine exploration the
following videos, produced by
I.A.Recordings with help from Club
members, may be of interest to you.

A Tour of Clive Copper
Mine, £14.95
A comprehensive guided tour of
Clive, with Edwin Thorpe acting the
‘experienced’ expert and Kelvin Lake
the ‘novice’. The tour covers both
the upper and lower levels, plus the
Northern stope (the access to which
is now a bit dodgy).
Clive Rescue Practice, £9.95
An action packed ‘head banging’
record of a Club rescue practice,
featuring the ‘infamous’ maypole
winze traverse!
Snailbeach, £14.95
The rise and fall of Snailbeach, once
renowned as the “richest per acre of
ground in Europe”, is traced in this
production through the use of
historic photographs, animated plans
and sections, and unique
underground video footage.
Glengowla, £6.58
A tour around this amazing mineral
rich lead mine in Ireland, complete
with commentary and diagrams.

[12 mins.]

Collections from the Archives
The following tapes contain almost
all the footage recorded at the given
mine, and are intended as a resource
base, not a finished production:

C.15:Dudley Tunnel ’88 to ’89,£14.10
C.18:Donisthorpe Colliery, £11.75
C.20a:Snailbeach - Final Frontier, £9.87
C.23: Bagworth Colliery, £11.75
C.28: Morse’s Level, £9.87
C.29: SCMC in Cornwall, £16.45
C.32: SCMC in Ireland, £14.10
C.37: Dudley Tunnel - Wrens Nest

East Mine, a rare trip into the
workings during stabilisation
works.£9.87

C.41: Hem Heath Winders, £9.87
C.42 The SCMC at Onslow Park - a

record of the 1998 Club and Trust
display. £ 9.87

C.45 Twelve Mines of Ireland - made
for the first AGM of the MHSI it
contains excerts of C.32 with
added commentary. £11.75

C.46 Astley Green Colliery - shot
during the 1999 engine rally at the
Museum site (including views of
the huge winding engine) £9.87

C.48 Draglines - features the moving
of “Oddball” at St.Aidans
Opencast site, plus bigger
draglines at work in the North
East of England. £14.10

For more details about videos contact:
I.A.Recordings, PO Box 476, Telford, TF8 7RH

Books, Videos and Events

all available from the Club at a discount,
 see Alan Robinson

New Series of Books
The Stationary Steam
Engines of Great Britain.
George Watkins’ superb
photographs of stationary steam
engines are well known yet many are
still  unpublished (they are now in
the NMR, Swindon). During his life
he also wrote papers for the
Newcomen Society on the vertical
winding engines of the North
East, and on the evolution of the
steam colliery winding engine, all
illustrated with his pictures.

It is proposed to publish all 1,500 of
them in a series of ten regional
volumes. Each photograph (taken
between c1930 and c1970) is
accompanied by technical and
historical notes about the mill, mine
or manufactory concerned, and will
be of interest to all concerned with
the industrial past.

Volume 1: Covers Yorkshire and with
220 images is available now for
£25.00 from Landmark Publishing, of
Ashbourne, Derbyshire. (or Mike
Moore which ever is closer!)

For further information and ordering
details please consult:

www.landmarkpublishing.co.uk

Volume 2: Scotland, Co Durham,
Northumberland, and Cumberland
will be ready in the New Year, and
Volume 3: on Lancashire from
midsummer 2001.

The Durham Miner’s
Millennium Book
By David Temple. The book tells the
story of Durham miners, their
courage, comradeship, struggle
against privation and hardship. Set
against the backdrop of national
events and illustrated by a stunning
range of drawings and photographs.

Published by TUPS Books at £17.95
hb, £9.95 pb. Copies can be ordered
direct from TUPS, 30 Lime Street,
Newcastle, NE1 2PQ with an extra £2
hb, £1 pb postage & packing

The Wyre Forest Coalfield
By David Poyner and Robert Evans,
published by Tempus Publishing.
The latest in this series of ‘history’
books, it provides a fascinating
insight into one of the lesser known
mining regions in Britain. This fifty
square mile area, spanning the
Shropshire-Worcestershire border
was mined from medieval times to the
1970’s. The area attracted more than
its share of entrepreneurs, in the 17th
Century it had some of the first
wooden railways in the country,

while in the 20th Century it hosted
pioneering work on underground
coal gasification.
David and Robert have uncovered a
previously untold and interesting
story of good and bad times, of
technical innovation and
incompetence, of visionaries, skilled
men, dreamers and fraudsters.

ISBN 0 7524 1762 2, 160pp, 100
illustrations. Price £14.99 Available
from Mike Moore (and bookshops).
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For organised Club trips please refer
to the Monthly Meets lists.

Diary DatesClub Officers

31st Dec.: Sports Council for Wales -
closing date for expedition grant
applications.

2001
1st Jan.: Columns Open Day, Ogof
Ffynnon Ddu

12th: Club Monthly Meeting, British
Sugar Social Club, NOTE its a week
later than normal!

12th - 14th Jan.: ISSA Workshop &
AGM Mendip

3rd March: BCRA Cave Science
Symposium.

24th March: Cave Photography
Group Field Meeting, Yorkshire
Dales.

19th-20th May: CREG Field Meeting,
Cornwall.

6th Sept.: 40th ‘Birthday’ of the Club
and the 39th AGM

22nd-24th Sept.: NAMHO
Conference, Avondale House, Avoca

12th-14th Oct.: Hidden Earth 2001,
National Caving Conference, Buxton.

 The perils of winter digs near show caves
and mines .... (ie: Dudley, Clearwell, Nenthead, Dan Yr Ogof..)

er ... What’s this?

It look like it will go ...

    one good swing with the pick
It’s promising, just some

 old boards

I’ve brought the pick.

OH -
OH ! W

HAAA!

grooowlWhoops !

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

President: Alan Taylor

Chairman: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair & Assistant
Secretary: Eileen Bowen

Secretary: John Priest
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Bob Taylor

Tackle Officer: Andy Harris

Training Officer:
Steve Holding

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Librarian: Alan Robinson

Conservation Officer:
John Martin

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Rescue Officer:
Role undertaken by the Rescue
Wardens: Neal Rushton, Steve
Holding, Alan Robinson, Andy Yapp

‘Below’ Editor: Kelvin Lake
e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk


