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Library Additions
A number of publications have been
recieved and are to be added to the
Club Library since the last issue of
‘Below’ these include:

North Wales C.C.Newsletter:
No. 264, October 1999; No. 265,
November 1999; No. 266, December
1999; No. 268, February 2000

Cambrian Caving Council:
Newsletter, Winter 1999

Norfolk Mineral & Lapidary
Society: Stone Chat Volume 20, No.
2 Winter 1999; Volume 20, No. 3
Spring 2000.

Cave & Karst Science
(Transactions of the BCRA), Vol.26
No.2, August 1999.

Cave Science (Transactions of the
BCRA), Combined Indexes Volume
II, March 1999 - Index to the
Journals & Proceedings of the
British Speleological Association:
1937 to 1938 and 1947 to 1973;
Index to the Journal of the William
Pengelly Cave Studies Trust 1964
to 1995.

Caves & Caving (Bulletin of the
B.C.R.A.): Issue 86, Winter ‘99.

Subterranea Britannicat:
Secretary's Newsletter No.22, 1999 -
incorporates Siren 7.

Great Orme Exploration Society:
Journal, Issue No.2 1999

Recent Trips
Ceriog Slate Mines, Pandora,
Shropshire Project

H.M. Mines Inspectorate Alert
two shafts for more than ten years. At
the time of the incident they had
reached a depth of 40m in the second
shaft, clearing debris in a small skip
wound by a diesel winch to a landing
incorporated in a headgear
improvised from scaffolding tubes.
The man appears to have fallen to his
death in the shaft as he attempted to
land a skip of debris by leaning out
to pull the skip to the shaft side.

The shaft top was not fitted with
safety trap doors; the landing had no
handrails or toeboards and the dead
man had not been wearing a safety
harness. If anyone is undertaking
shaft clearing operations without
using these well recognised safety
features they are urged to do so."

This item has also appeared in:

PDMHS Newsletter
No. 29, Oct. 1999

H.M. Inspectorate of Mines has
requested that as many people as
possible involved in the exploration
of disused mines be made aware of a
fatal incident last year at a disused
silver-lead mine in Combe Martin,
Devon.

The incident on 27th June 1999 has
attracted a lot of media attention,
some of it critical of the way in
which those involved had allegedly
concealed their activities from the
authorities and the voluntary sector
associations.

H.M. Inspectorate of Mines have
provided the following information
in the hope that others will learn
from this accident.

"The dead man was the owner of a
farm and the shafts of a mine,
abandoned in 1881, lay within his
property. He and three friends, who
shared an interest in mining
archaeology, had been excavating the

Numbering System
Hello and welcome to the first issue
of 'Below' for the year 2000. Those
of you who keep your copies of
'Below' and like to have neat
catalogues (!), should note that the
numbering scheme being used has
changed slightly. The last issue was
99.4, while this issue is 2000.1, it
was felt that this was a better way of
numbering things than changing to
100.1.

Kelvin

NAMHO 2000
Mike Moore is acting as Club co-
ordinator for the Truro based
NAMHO 2000. Please contact him if
you are interested in going and would
like to book accomodation.

There are some interesting trips on
offer - including a evening airplane
flight over some of the main Cornish
mining sites. Places for the flight are
limited, but one Club member has
already booked his seat!
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News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown

Gas Gasification
Recent reports indicate that the Coal
Authority are about to recommence
the type of in-situ coal gasification
underground experiments done in the
1950’s in the Forest of Wyre (See
‘Below’ 1995), this time at
Silverdale Colliery, Staffs. This time
the workings will be much deeper.
They also intend to experiment with
a technique known as ‘enhanced
coalbed methane recovery’ (CBM for
short). It appears that ‘mining’ is not
dead yet.

Blockleys Take-over
Blockleys the Hadley Clay and Brick
company who made a loss of £1
million on a turnover of £9 million in
1998 have received an offer of £9.23
million in  a proposed takeover by
Enstone Plc.

Dawley Road Enquiry
According to the Journal ‘Opencast
Mining’ Dec. 1999, RJB Mining are
still awaiting the Secretary of States
decision, following a recent Public
Inquiry into the planning application
to work Dawley Road’ site near
Wellington. The site is said to
contain 600,000 tons of coal.

Mossey Green, 1916
An article in “Shropshire Unfolded”
(Dec. 1999), describes three pits at
Mossey Green in 1916
- ‘Clares Lane’, shaft with winding

gear, headframe now with IGMT
(The Rock??)

- ‘Pit’ operated by ‘manually
operated winch’. (Mossey Green
behind the Chapel?)

- ‘Oak Tree Colliery’, steam engine
with conventional pithead - which
was given to Peggy (Jones) as a
wedding present (in the 1920’s,
an “Oaks Pit” was worked here
by Growcotts and employed 14
men - was it the same pit?).

Salop Stone Travels
The January 2000 issue of Quarry
Management contains a statement
that stone from Tarmac’s Callow Hill
quarry is being used at a Leeds

coating plant - so far 17,000 tons
have been transported 117 miles to
be used on the A1/M1 Link Road.

No Coal
National statistics show that no coal
was produced in Shropshire in the
last year by either opencast or deep
mines. Staffordshire on the other
hand, had two opencast sites,
employing 108 persons, which
produced 264,059 tonnes. No deep
mines were worked in Staffs.

Ketley Accident
In 1851, two men and a boy died
when the rope snapped at Cow Wood
Pit, Red Lake, Ketley, the rope was
found to have been intentionally cut
half through prior to the fatal
journey. There was a suspect, but he
was not charged.

In 1856 another boy was killed in a
shaft when ‘the butty threw a wooden
slab down the shaft onto him’. The
butty who was the suspect in the
previous case was charged and jailed
for one month.

Some years later the real killer of the
3 confessed on his death bed. If you
want to know more read the new
book “A Ketley Mon” by Tony
Lowe, price £10 from W.H.Smiths,
Telford Town Centre or see Mike
Moore.

Underground Mining
Returns

A method of underground
coalmining unusual in Britain is
being considered and may be
operational when this appears. It is
called the “trench and auger” method
and involves cutting a ‘ditch’ down
to a coal seam and auguring parallel
tunnels in seam from the base. One
recent planning application showed a
trench 20 metres deep and 2
kilometres long with parallel augered
tunnels in coal to a distance of 150
metres. It is claimed that this method
is environmentally friendly, disturbs
small areas of land only, produces no
subsidence or waste.

Proposed Mine
The Journal ‘Mineral Planning’
September 1999 gave details of a
proposal by Albion Stone Quarries
Ltd. to try underground mining of
Portland Stone for dimension stone
purposes. If the planning permission
can be obtained the underground
workings would commence from an
adit in their present Bowers Quarry
and would reach a depth of 20
metres.

Standedge Tunnel
The 3¼ mile Standedge Tunnel is
being restored as part of a £30
million canal restoration scheme. The
Tunnel is the longest canal tunnel in
England, and the highest above sea
level at 645ft. and the deepest below
surface at 638ft. It was built 200
years ago, over a period of 16 years
and opened in 1811.

The journal ‘World Tunnelling’, Feb.
2000 gives full details. The journal
adds that canals are now being
reopened in England at the same rate
as they were built at the height of
“canal mania” in the 1790’s, some
200 miles per year!

Plan for Coal
The NCB published a review of the
then ‘Plan for Coal’ in 1956 called
“investing in Coal”, optimistically it
states “new sinkings are possible in
Warwickshire and Shropshire”.

Shropshire Specimens
A collection of ‘super 18’ specimens
of Shropshire’s rocks, minerals and
fossils ‘in a strong, plastic
compartmental box’, will be
available from Geo-Supplies Ltd.

The boxes will be available from
May 2000, price about £27.
If you are interested and want some
more details, then contact:

Geo-Supplies Ltd.
Chapeltown
Near Sheffield,

Telephone: 0114-245-5746
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The first Shropshire Project of the
new Millennium was meant to be a
survey of lime kilns and other
remains at the Novers Lime Works
on the Clee Hill (SO597736). For
assorted reasons it ended up as a solo
effort by myself, not actually setting
foot on the Novers!

Saturday - am
Saturday morning was spent at the
Shropshire Wildlife Trust Knowle
Wood Nature Reserve, which
physically bounds the Novers site on
its eastern side.

Although nothing strictly relating to
mining was found, the site is in an
old limestone quarry and there are 4
or 5 old kilns, now identifiable as
hollows in the ground where the feed
holes have collapsed.

On the east side of the road in
another part of Knowle Wood the OS
maps of 1883 and 1902 mark an old
shaft, perhaps the site of
underground limestone mining.
Unfortunately I could not even locate
the public footpath to get into this
wood and so I did not follow up the
shaft.

Saturday lunch was at the Kremlin on
top of the hill (recommended) and
Saturday afternoon was spent
exploring the Cornbrook (see article
starting in the next column for the
report).

Sunday
On Sunday afternoon I found myself
on the eastern flank of the Hill and
explored the old incline leading to
Catherton Colliery (SO611774);
adit site, shafts, rails and old
horseshoe all currently visible.

I am not sure whether a solo trip can
count as club event but there is
plenty to see and record on the Clee
Hill. Perhaps we should try again,
even if it is only for lunch at the
Kremlin!.

David Poyner

Shropshire Project, Clee Hills
4 and 5th January

The Cornbrook Adits; Current Remains
have attempted to correlate the
surviving features on the Cornbrook
with  this plan and what is known
about the area from other sources.

The general location of the
Cornbrook on the Clee Hill is shown
in fig 1a. At the junction of the main
A4117 and a minor road  to Hints
(SO 609 758), an unsurfaced road
heads south-west down the side of
the Hill. This crosses the Cornbrook
as its ravine temporarily widens out
and the stream follows a flat course
for about 100 yards, keeping close to
the eastern side of the valley. The
adit mouth was located north of the
road on the east bank of the brook.
This part of the brook is drawn in
detail on the plan in the Mines
Record Office1 and is reproduced as
part of Fig 2.

The plan is not dated but is probably
from about 1870; it was actually
drawn up to show a new deep

As befits one of the highest coalfields
in the country, much use was made of
adits on the Clee Hill. The best
known of these is probably the
Cornbrook adit, located at SO 6028
7557 in the narrow ravine created by
the Cornbrook, the stream which
drains the central plateau region of
the Clee Hill.

This was explored in about 1970 by
the Birmingham Enterprise Club
when it could be followed for over
300 yards; it was said to be gated at
this time. Alf Jenkins in his book
“Titterstone Clee Hills: Everyday
Life, Industrial History and Dialect”
(1982) describes its mouth as a brick
arch, leading into the hillside. In
more recent times all traces of an
opening have vanished. Over the
summer I examined a series of plans
in the Mining Records Office of the
Coal Authority which show the adit
and its outflow in some detail and
over several weekends this January I

Figure 1:
Site of Cornbrook (a) today and (b) in c1840.
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drainage adit which was never built.
Not only does the plan show the
mouth of the adit, it shows an upper
and two lower pools downstream
with the brook being diverted
underground by a culvert called Mr.
Knight’s Drain.  Strangely the adit
opens below the mouth of the drain;
it gives no clue as to how the water
from the adit found its way down this
part of the valley. The map suggests
the upper pool was dry but the lower
pools were full. To add to the
confusion, the Tithe Map of about
1840 (Fig 1b) shows yet another
situation with the brook keeping
close to the western side of its valley
but no sign of any pools!

Existing Features
Examination of the existing features
seems to confirm the accuracy of the
undated large scale plan. The
position of the adit entrance is
marked by a strong ochre spring with
suggestions of an old landslip on the
hillside immediately above it. As the
slippage is largely grassed over it
must have happened some years ago.

About 20 yards further north there is
a suggestion of another possible adit
site; a crevice in the rock obscured
by a landslip, although this was
producing no water outflow. There is
no sign of the entrance to  “Mr
Knight’s Drain” although there is a
low, dam-like structure across the
valley roughly at this point (this may
be natural, perhaps a fault?).

The current course of the stream
beyond this is obviously artificial and
in places its channel is reinforced
with concrete; however this course
was shown on the 1883 OS map and
so is well over a century old. The site
of the upper pool is still present,
although apparently partially filled
with modern material; there is then a
steep bank made of coal measure
clay and shale before a boggy
plateau. The stream at this point is
carried in a leat cut out of the east
bank of the valley, before plunging
about 20 feet down a series of water
falls. The site of the easternmost of

the two lower pools is obscured by
rocks and trees but the western pool
is marked by a boggy hollow drained
by a small rivulet. The ground then
falls away steeply and is still made of
coal measure clay and shale. As it
finally levels out there is a boggy
gulley on the west which is obviously
the outfall of  “Mr Knight’s Drain”.

Although the c1870 survey does not
continue much further north than the
adit mouth, the opportunity was

taken to climb up the ravine for
another 100 or so yards. Here the
brook is in a steep sided gorge but
again it opens out again, albeit only
on the eastern side. The 1883 OS
map shows a track crossing the brook
at this point, just north of a cottage
and enclosure that dates from at least
1761 (when it is shown on a survey
of Lord Craven’s estates on the Clee
Hill). The track and walls of the
enclosure are obvious and retaining
walls on the banks of the brook

Figure 2: Cornbrook c1870.
1 and 2 are possible sites of Footrail and New Footrail pits; 3 is the
later adit of Botfield. Details south of this adit are taken from plan
10470 in the Mines record Office, north is a reconstruction based on
the 1883 OS map.

Shropshire Project, Clee Hills
Cornbrook Adits continued...
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suggest that there was once a bridge
here. Just north of the probable
bridge is another likely adit; a rocky
crevice with an old landslip above it
and traces of water flowing from out
of it. No further exploration of the
brook has yet taken place.

Is it possible to make any sense of
this landscape in terms of mining
history?

In the Eighteenth Century the mines
on this part of the hill were run by the
Knight family, and detailed accounts
from 1735 survive in the Worcester
Record Office. These have been
examined by several historians
including R.A.Lewis in the 1940s
and the late Dr. Ken Goodman in  the
1970s2. At the start of this period
there was one main adit in use, called
the Footrail. In his Ph.D. thesis,
Goodman appears to suggest that the
footrid corresponds to the
northernmost adit, and this seems
entirely reasonable on the field
evidence I have seen so far.

The problem with this adit is that
being high up, it would drain
comparatively little of the coalfield.
Accordingly in 1748-50 the New
Footrail was driven, apparently lower
down the hill.  Goodman seems to
think this was the adit that was
visible until comparatively recently.
The driving of this adit would
certainly produce much waste and it
also seems to have been used for coal
drawing. One possibility is that the
brook was culverted to allow the
spoil to be tipped freely down the
valley. As noted above, the field
evidence suggests two adits may in
fact be present here, close together.

In 1780 the Knight family gave up
their mining interests on the Clee Hill
to be replaced by Beriah Botfield
from East Shropshire. Botfield
surveyed his mines and in 1783 was
unhappy about the state of the main
drainage level; probably the New
Footrail3. His preferred solution was
to recut it on a slightly lower line. If
this work was done it might explain
why there seem to be two adits so

close together; the upper one the
New Footrail from the Knights’ time
and long disused; the southern one a
recut by Botfield. This may also
explain why its outflow is above the
start of “Mr Knight’s Drain”, if the
latter was actually built to take away
water from the slightly higher New
Footrail.

In addition to the mines, Botfield
constructed a blast furnace in 1783/4,
on the west bank of the Cornbrook
just where the ravine finally ends;
about 200 yards from the lowest adit.
This would have needed water. It is
possible that the system of pools
were constructed with this in mind,
although they would not have been
capable of holding much water. This
might also explain the westerly
course of the brook shown on the
tithe map; it would have brought the
water right in front of the furnace.

There is nothing very convincing on
the ground today to support the
westerly course of the stream, but
evidence could have been destroyed
in the course of cutting a new road
that now exists. It would be unusual
if the Tithe Map committed so gross
an error as to show a stream in the
wrong place. Although the blast
furnace soon ceased to work, the
associated water courses would have
a much longer life. Why the stream

was subsequently diverted to its
eastern course is not known, but it
probably happened when Knight’s
Drain finally collapsed, perhaps in
the 1870s.

Much of this is hypothetical; I am
currently burrowing in the records to
see what evidence exists for or
against my picture. In the meantime,
with the bracken low, this is an
excellent time for anyone to visit the
site and come up with  their own
theories. Let me know what you
decide!

David Poyner

References
1) Plan 10981
2) The Knight papers in the record

office are filed as BA 10470/4,
Knight Mss 244-5. RA Lewis ,
“Two Partnerships of the
Knights”, Birmingham University
M.A. thesis, 1949 (copy
Kidderminster Public Library)
and KW Goodman,
“Hammerman’s Hill”, Keele
University Ph.D. thesis, 1978
(copy Shropshire Research and
Records Office).

3) B. Botfield notebook. I am very
grateful for Dr. Mark Baldwin of
the Cleobury Historical Society
for allowing me access to his
notes from this source.

Shropshire Project, Clee Hills
Cornbrook Adits continued...

Bersham Mine Trust
The site of Bersham Colliery near
Wrexham is owned by Wrexham
County Borough Council and,
although most of the site is now an
industrial estate, the main headgear,
enginehouse and electric winding
engine are still in situ - the site is
actually scheduled.  Also, around the
surface are various artefacts
including the winding engine from
Point of Ayr Colliery and a complete
face cutting setup with chocks,
panzer, etc.

Shropshire Mines Trust has been
negotiating with the Council and it is
now the intention to set up a local
trust to take over the lease and

refurbish the site as a low key mining
museum.

Shropshire Mines Trust members
will be initially involved in getting
the site ready but it is hoped that
local people will join in.  We already
have three of the old miners, one of
whom will be Chairman of the new
Trust. The SMT are also planning to
bring to the site much of their vast
collection of 20th century coal
mining machinery, etc.

Anyone interested in helping can
email me.

Adrian
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Woolley Colliery Opencast Site, Wakefield
Visit, 15th January 2000

Twelve person (including 3 SCMC
members) took part in this visit. The
site is just off Junction 38 on the M1,
South of Leeds. It is now in
Wakefield’s area of high landscape
value, but the area has seen extensive
industrial activity - no fewer than 3
collieries employing in total 3,000
men were nationalised in 1947 within
a mile or so of the present “Country
Park” visitor centre.

Extensive coal mining began here
with the coming of the railways when
new mines were opened in the thick
Barnsley Bed outcrop at the foot of
the steep Woolley Edge. Woolley
Colliery was established in 1869, as
drift mines, but in 1912 two shafts
were sunk to lower seams.

The shaft section shows, from the
surface: Made Ground 22ft. 1in.,
Clay 15ft. 10in., Marl 1ft. 10in.,
Barnsley Coal Seam 15ft. 1in., other
measures 200ft, then Top Haigh
Seam. The present  opencast is
removing the pillar of coal left in the
Barnsley Seam to support the colliery
buildings - although only 12ft. is now
considered to be ‘coal’ and
even this contains much dirt.

Woolley’s neighbours,
Woolley Edge Pit and Haigh
Pit, closed in 1966 and 1968
and only trees and fields now
remain (except for some
cottages and a red brick wall at
Haigh).

Woolley expanded from 1912,
a third shaft was added in 1942
and a fourth (for extra
ventilation, 612 yd. deep and
one mile away in 1960). By
1969 there were about 2000
men producing 1 million tons
of coal per year, but this fell
slowly until 1979 when a
major scheme was adopted
costing about £300 million.
This involved connecting up 6
collieries underground and a
seventh (North Gawber) was
connected by driving a surface
drift from Woolley Colliery
Yard.

West Side Washery
One massive Coal Preparation Plant
was built at Woolley to sort out some
3 million tonnes of coal (into 27
grades) and separate the 1.8 million
tonnes of dirt (which was put on the
nearby 90ha. area tip). Within the
next 10 years the year long strike
interrupted progress and then all the
pits were closed - until the most
productive, Denby Grange, nearly 4
miles away underground had to carry
all the costs of the “Woolley”
complex with its single grade power
station coal. This, the last pit, was
closed in 1991 and the Woolley Plant
demolished.

For the record the pits were: Woolley
(1869-1987*), Caphouse (1790-
1985), Denby Grange (1894-1991),
Bullcliffe (1927-1985) - with its new
offspring Calder (1982-1985), Park
Mill (1850-1990), North Gawber
(1850-1988) and Dodworth (1850-
1988) with its new offspring
Redbrook (1982-1988). In 6 years
over 4,000 miners jobs had gone.

(* all dates approximate due to mergers,
poor information and politics. This was
King Arthurs “own” pit, viz A.Scargill.)

Final Phase
The final act is to remove the
Barnsley Bed forming the colliery
support, about 200,000 tonnes of
coal in about 5 months, using
opencast methods. This was a unique
site (or sight!), one thick seam, twin
shafts standing proud 50ft above the
bottom of the excavation, massive
modern concrete foundations, old
mine tunnels and modern
underground roadways - 12ft. thick
coal seam, bottom 4ft of gob-slack,
top 8ft solid roof support now
supporting the coaling shovel. Coal
lorries standing on the floor coal,
because if used sitting on the coal,
when workings collapsed beneath
them, the 11ft drop gives the drivers
a ‘bad headache’.

The site produces up to 1,000 tonnes
per day, with 25 men, 6 hydraulic
shovels, 12 trucks up to 45 tonnes
capacity, 2 dozers and 3 scrapers.

(from “Developments in the Barnsley Area” by
C.Shepherd, The Mining Engineer, April 1985)
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Employment of Foreign Workers
continued employment at a
particular pit would prevent the
continued employment or re-
employment of a British
mineworker who is capable of
and willing to do the work on
which the Polish worker is
employed and who might
otherwise be displaced by
redundancy at that pit or at
another pit.

However, on 14th June 1951 the
NUM turned down a similar scheme
for the employment of Italians. A
small number of Italians had already
been accepted in the North Eastern,
North Western, West Midlands and
South Western Divisions but the idea
of more being introduced was not
popular with the branches.

On 31st January 1947, the National
Coal Board and the National Union
Of Mineworkers agreed that the
Union would raise no objection to
Polish workers being employed as
civilians in British coal mines on
terms and conditions identical with
those applicable to British workers
provided that :-

(i) No Polish worker shall be placed
in employment at any colliery
without the agreement of the local
Branch of the Union.

(ii) Polish workers who enter the
industry shall join the Union and
any who fail to do so shall be
dismissed.

(iii) In the event of redundancy,
Polish workers shall be the first to
go. They shall be transferred or
dismissed wherever their

The Shropshire Mines Trust have
had a number of books donated to
them which are now housed in their
‘Library’, held by Pete Owen (who
also holds the SCMC Library.

Shropshire Mines Trust library
Extracts

The item below, and those on the
next two pages are extracts from
books in the Shropshire Mines Trust
library.

Adrian Pearce

The colliery railway has been
replaced and nearly all coal goes out
by train (3 trains weekly). Most of
the adjoining tip area has been
regraded against the Edge and
planted, so it is no longer prominent.

Water Treatment Plant
Also seen on the visit was the Coal
Authority’s water treatment system.
Water is being pumped (about 1,600
gallons per minute) from the  mine
workings as it is heavily ochred and
cannot be allowed to flow naturally.
The ochre is ‘removed’ by aeration
over a cascade, thus allowing some
settlement, then filtered through
chemically treated filters to give
more settlement, then through
specially planted reed beds. All the
above have to be cleaned out
periodically using large areas of
tanks, ponds and red ochre-encrusted
lagoons.

MED Contracting is to be thanked
for permitting a full inspection of
their site and for the provision of
information.

Bretton Area
Lunch was taken at the nearby
Bretton Country park where the party
was joined by Rob Vernon, who has
been studying the iron furnaces of the
area. The ironstone came from the
Tankersley Ironstone Seam, in the
strata below the Barnsley bed. A
number of furnaces were in blast
along the outcrop through the 18th
Century.

The Bretton Furnace (1720-1806)
now lies below hillocky fields in the
Country Park. Rob pointed out the
plan of the site as indicated
geophysically and also surface
features remaining, leat, waterwheel
pit depression, part of the furnace
bed and ramp.

Rockley Engine House
Moving on to Junction 36 of the M1
and a mile or so of country lane the
party arrived at Rockley. The first
feature seen here was the amazingly
tall, castellated Newcomen engine

house for draining
the ironstone mines
(unusually 4 stories
high, dated 1813,
but believed to be
earlier than this). A
few yards away was
the Rockley Furnace
probably of the
same style as the
one at Bretton, but
here in excellent
condition. Built
about 1700 it is now
a protected ancient
monument! It was
blown out in the late
1700’s.

These ‘finds’ were a
dramatic climax to a
fascinating day. The
party is grateful to
Rob for his
contribution and
very helpful notes.

Ivor Brown

Woolley Colliery
continued..

Rockley Engine House in 1985. Picture: I.A.Recordings
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Wages per Shift of Colliery Underground Supervisors & Pieceworkers - 1946

Division Wages District Supervisors Pieceworkers
Scotland Scotland 28s 28s 11d
Northern Northumberland 34s 6d 33s 6d

Durham 30s 30s 2d
Cumberland 32s 6d 33s 10d

North Eastern Yorkshire (West and South) 33s 6d 33s 4d
North Western Lancashire and Cheshire 32s 6d 33s 1d

North Wales 31s 6d 29s 5d
East Midlands North Derbyshire 33s 34s 3d

Nottinghamshire 35s 36s 5d
South Derbyshire 40s 40s 8d
Leicestershire 39s 6d 38s 10d

West Midlands North Staffordshire 38s 34s 7d
South Staffordshire 27s 6d 28s 9d
Cannock Chase 30s 6d 30s
Shropshire 29s 6d 31s
Warwickshire 34s 34s 4d

South Western South Wales 29s 28s 6d
Forest of Dean 29s 6d 25s 11d
Bristol 20s 6d 20s 10d
Somerset 24s 6d 24s 10d

South Eastern Kent 36s 6d 36s 10d

Situation in the Coal Industry in 1966
The position of Solway (possibly
closing in September 1967) and Haig
has improved considerably but
Harrington No. 10 is experiencing
difficulties with new developments.

Unemployment in West Cumberland
is at present 4.5 per cent. The Board
of Trade has announced its intention
to build an Advance factory of
15,000 sq. ft. at Workington which
may take about 150 people when a
tenant is found. The three existing
Advance factories in West
Cumberland have not yet been
tenanted.

Derbyshire
Ramcroft - employing 335 men was
closed at the end of October. All the
men were transferred to neighbouring
collieries in close proximity to their
homes. Cossall - employing 700 men,
is to be closed shortly. While the
majority of men are being absorbed
in neighbouring pits, travelling
distances are longer.

Kent
No change.

Cumberland
The coalfield has now been
incorporated into the Burnley and
East Lancashire Area and is under
the immediate control of the Deputy
Area Production Manager. Area
headquarters is now 125 miles away-
a round journey of seven hours -
which is creating problems in relation
to consultation and conciliation.

St. Helens closed on 2nd September.
Some 500 men were employed at this
colliery, all of whom were offered
employment within the Area in
similar grades. There were a number
of transfers out of the Area - 30 to
the Midlands and to Bradford
Colliery, and some to Yorkshire.

Manpower has fallen from 3,828 on
28th March 1966, to 3,108 on 22nd
October. Wastage is down to about
15 per week compared with 45 per
week in June/August, but juvenile
recruitment is down to a rate of 38
per year, compared with 80 in the
previous year. The number of
I.D.T.’s for the year has so far
reached 90.

Leicester
Bagworth and Nailstone have been
concentrated to use one surface
screening and washing plant,
involving a transfer of some 20 men
to Nailstone.

Midlands
Madeley Wood is now due to be
closed in August, 1967. Further
transfers, involving some 166 men,
leave the colliery with one face only.
No further transfers are expected
until closure takes place.

Northumberland
Bomarsund Colliery ceased
production in September, 1965.
Work was available for all
underground workers willing to
transfer and also for a number of
surface workmen.

Cowpen Isabella Colliery, which was
a manpower reservoir closed on llth
February 1966. Redundancy was
limited to a very small number, who,
because of age and disability, could
not be offered suitable alternative
work.

Shropshire Mines Trust library
Extracts
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Algernon Colliery, which was a
manpower reservoir closed on l8th
February, 1966. Again, redundancy
was limited to a very small number
who, because of age and disability,
could not be offered suitable
alternative work.

Choppington High Colliery closed
during February 1966 - very little
redundancy. Choppington ‘A’
Colliery closed on l5th July, 1966,
with approximately 110
redundancies.

Weetslade Colliery closed on 9th
September 1966. Following a partial
transfer, on l5th August, 217 men
were still then available for re-
deployment and vacancies existed for
209 persons at other collieries. Many
of the workmen will have accepted
transfer.

North Wales
Point of Ayr and Bersham are
experiencing geological difficulties
which it is hoped to overcome within
the next few weeks. Area o.m.s. has

improved a little; and recruitment of
boys and adults has increased slightly
during recent weeks.

North Western
Clock Face has now officially ceased
and the last of the men have been
transferred. Chanters has now ceased
full production, and the men
transferred to neighbouring
collieries, such as Mosley Common
and Astley Green without
redundancy. Summersales Colliery
has now ceased as from l0th
September, 1966.

Licensed Mines
School Hill Fireclay Co.-’B’. This pit
has closed because the Company
have gone into voluntary liquidation.
Legal opinion is being sought with a
view to claiming men’s wages,
holiday pay entitlement, redundancy
pay, etc., to be paid prior to the
payment to other debtors.  Montcliffe
‘B’ and Blackleyhurst ‘A’. Both
these licensed mines have now
closed.

Durham
Colliery Type of No No No to Refused alt Ill health Redundant Date

Scheme Involved placed outside employment retirement
industry

Middridge Single 164 84 28 22 14 16 22/4/66
shifting

Bearpark Partial 85 47 19 - 11 8 22/4/66
 closure

Bowburn Partial 362 187 65 20 35 55 4/6/66
 closure

Barcus Close Closure 141 99 13 7 16 6 6/5/66

Greenside Closure 348 213 62 21 52 30 23/7/66

Chopwell Partial 106 61 11 1 12 21 2/7/66
 closure

Horden First stage 106 59 - 14 4 29 6/8/66
reorganise

Waterhouses Closure 147 102 4 11 6 24 6/8/66

Brancepeth Reorganise 14 4 - - 1 9 6/8/66
 Washery
New Shildon Salvage 22 5 - 1 5 11 6/8/66

Kibblesworth First stage 30 - - - 5 25 6/8/66
reorganise

Brusselton Reorganise 22 1 12 - 1 8 20/8/66

Middridge Closure 228 110 10 50 21 37 3/9/66

Nottingham
The closure of Bestwood has been
announced. At present this colliery
employs about 1,800 men, all of
whom, the Board state can be
absorbed at surrounding collieries.
Output is at present fluctuating
greatly, although for eleven years in
succession, the pit topped the million
ton mark.

Scotland
Since May, the following pits have
closed:
Glencraig - l6th July, 1966

Manpower 612 1965/66 Output-
158,000 tons

Mary - 26th August, 1966 Manpower
205 1965/66 Output-92,000 tons

Lumphinnans XI - 4th November,
1966 Manpower 343 1965/
66Output-101,000 tons
Kinglassie - 25th November,
1966 Manpower 311 1965/66
Output-80,000 tons

Woolmet - 2nd September, 1966
Manpower 573 1965/66 Output-
152,000 tons.

Shropshire Mines Trust library
Extracts
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Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 11
Woodside and Castle Green Mines, by Ivor Brown

Woodside Mine
(SJ 673 048) lies north of Lincoln
Hill and close to the head of the
Coalbrookdale Valley. At this point
the Coalbrookdale Valley is joined
by the East-West Lightmoor Valley
which has been a transport route for
minerals for at least 200 years, first
by cart, then a tramroad (locally
known as the ‘Jenny Rails’, 1810-
1920’s) [see the recent discovery
mentioned on page 22] and, since the
1860’s, a standard gauge railway.
The Lower Coal Measure Seams
outcrop in the woods to the east of
this valley junction, the closest
source of mineral for the old
Coalbrookdale Works, now the
Museum of Iron (see Map 1).

Early Days
As early as the 1540’s “an ironstone
mine near Coalbrookdale” was let for
£5, which could have been a mine for
working the Crawstone Ironstone
seam near here (VCH Vol. II p46). In
1974 a Mr. T.Berg, when giving a
lecture to the Newcomen Society
also mentioned mines that could have
been here in about 1750. He said that
a Swedish Engineer named
Angerstein visited the area at this
time and described mines that where
“on top of the hill east of The
Coalbrookdale Works”; there were
shafts about 180ft. to 240ft. apart,
some 36ft. to 45ft. deep and with a
seam dipping to the south east. This
was believed to be between

Woodside and Castle Green. There
would have been some coal,
ironstone and clay at these depths
here.

Other evidence of early mining is
given in the Nuffield Survey No.4 of
the Coalbrookdale Institute (C.Clark
1986 p 74) where references are
made to the mining of ironstone in
Spring Coppice (later called
Oilhouse Coppice) by E and
B.Bayley between 1715 and 1727
and by John Purcell in 1728 to 1732.

John Randall in his “History of
Madeley” (1880), gives a strata
section for this area as observed in a
stone quarry about 1863 (Fig. 1).
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This quarry, from which sandstone
was taken for building a “viaduct on
the Wellington and Severn Junction
Railroad” was in Lightmoor Dingle,
in Oilhouse Coppice, on the “right
hand side of the tramroad leading to
Lightmoor”. The site was called
Black Rock Quarry (black rock was
an alternative name to the Little Flint
rock, which, contained petroleum or
‘tar’, hence the name) and became
well known for the exposure of some
fossil trees (see photograph in the
writer’s “East Shropshire
Coalfields”, 1999, p14).

Similar fossils can also be found
below this in the Crawstone
sandstones, which overlie the
ironstone of this name and which can
be seen in the old ironstone mine in
Ironbridge (described later in this
series). The name ‘Oilhouse’

Coppice probably comes from an
attempt to utilise the ‘petroleum’ but
proof of this has not yet been found.

Castle Green
On top of the valley slopes, at Castle
Green, just south of Woodside, two
shafts are shown on the earlier
O.S.Maps. One of these may have
been the source of the strata section
(Fig.2) given by Prestwich in 1840
and described as ‘Trial Pit, Castle
Green’ although this pit could, from
its depth, have been nearer to Brick-
kiln Leasow Pit (see last issue of
‘Below’). The section probably dates
from the 1790’s, the time of
Reynolds’ and the Madeley Wood
Company explorations. No record
has been found for production from
these shafts although the section
shows some useful minerals. It is
interesting to note that the trial found

Figure 1.

Black Rock Quarry
The following is the section as it now appears commencing at the
surface and taking the measures in a descending order.
Below the turf, -

ft. in.
1. Yellow clay ................................................ 4 0
2. Coal Smut; (might represent Sill, coal) ...... 1 0
3. Clunch ........................................................ 1 0
4. Vigor coal .................................................. 0 10
5. Ganey coal rock (shale) ............................. 1 10
6. Ganey coal ................................................. 1 3
7. Linseed earth .............................................. 1 0

( A brown soapy kind of clay)
8. Best coal and middle coal .......................... 2 0

(These are separated by a parting which
 diminishes from 10 inches on the West to
 2 in. on the east.)

9. Fine clunch ................................................. 1 0
10. Clod coal .................................................... 2 0
11. Clunch with roots and plants, and nodules

of ironstone at bottom ................................ 5 0
12. Little flint coal ........................................... 2 0
13. Little flint rock (with prostratetrees and

  petroleum ............................................... 27 0
14. Crawstone crust, with upright trees and

roots embedded

                                                       Total 49 11

from Randall’s “History of Madeley”, 1880

that the ‘Middle and Clod’ coals had
already been taken, presumably from
an adit from one of the valley sides.
Prestwich also said that the fossil tree
‘sigillaria’ had been found at Castle
Green.

The 1847 Tithe Map also shows
many field names in this areas
indicative of early mining including:
plot 2747, ‘Mount’

2753 ‘Little Coal Pit Leasow’
2754 ‘Gin Leasow’, and
2765 ‘Coalpit Leasow’.

There is also a ‘Brickkiln Leasow’
and a ‘Yew Tree Piece’. The latter
being the possible site of Yew Tree
Pit in Madeley Parish, where in 1812
Thomas Drew was killed in a pit
174ft. deep. There were however
other ‘Yew Tree’ fields but in deeper
mined areas.

Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 11
Woodside and Castle Green Mines, continued ...

Key

Tramroads

1. to 1930’s

2. from Greenwood
(1826/7) & others

3. New Pool
4. Mouth of 1847 level
5. Woodside Mine

(levels) c 1920-48
6. Air shaft
7. Limits of Woodside

Opencast c1950-70

8. T = Temple
9. Castle Green Shaft

Limit of possible
coal working

GL = Gravel Leasow
JL = Jubbs Leasow

Nos 1 & 2

Map 1 (opposite)
below: Key for Map 1
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New Pool Area
Between Woodside and Oilhouse
Coppice the Tithe Map shows a
‘Mouth of Tunnel’ which, while it
could be a mine entrance seems more
likely from its description to be a
‘tunnel’ for another purpose.

The nearby New Pool (a man-made
pool, the highest in a chain of 5 pools
or reservoirs) was part of the water
power system for the Coalbrookdale
Works and it is known that there was
a half-mile tunnel near here to bring
water from lower down the valley by
means of a pump (see next issue of
‘Below’). Was this the outfall end?

This is believed to be the tunnel
entrance located in the 1970’s by
Development Corporation Engineers.
They recorded it as being brick
arched 1.6m high and 1.8m wide,
enterable for 25.7m, then continuing
as a smaller unlined tunnel. It has
since been sealed.

Woodside Mining Co.
Several adit mines are known just
above the tunnel entrance mentioned
above, the most recent workings
being from the 1920s to 1948. The
last working mine was operated by
the Woodside Mining Company
from the 1920s, beginning with 6
men but by 1936 employing 16. It
then closed for a few years, but was

Figure 2.

Trial Pit, Castle Green
yd. ft. in.

1. Surface to great flint .................................. 6 1 6
2. Great flint rock ........................................... 6 0 0
3. Penneystone ............................................... 3 0 0
4. Sulphur coal ............................................... 0 1 6
5. Upper clunches, with an ironstone and

     two smut coals .................................... 14 2 3
6. Sill coal ...................................................... 0 1 6
7. Clunch ........................................................ 0 1 8
8. Vigor coal .................................................. 0 0 10
9. Ganey rock ................................................. 0 0 8

10. Ganey coal ................................................. 0 2 3
11. Linseed earth .............................................. 0 1 0
12. Best good, not good ................................... 1 0 0
13. Middle and clod coal gob (from which

    the coal is removed) .................................
14. Clunch ........................................................ 1 0 3
15. Little flint coal ........................................... 0 2 0

36 0 5

from Prestwich, 1840

Sketch of a Coalbrookdale Company tramway wagon, 1796
(from the Labouchere Collection)

reopened in 1944 and in that year
produced 70 tons of coal. In 1945;
1,912 tons were produced and in
1946; 3,724 tons.

At Vesting date, 1st. January 1947,
the mine was still working but being
small remained in private hands, by
September of that year it had closed.

The writer remembers this period of
working, the owners address was
School House, Coalbrookdale and
the Manager was a Mr. Davies. The
mine was an adit mine, just off a
public footpath, very wet with steep
earth banks on each side which were
heavily vegetated.

The writer also remembers following
the rails on his first underground trip
and meeting a hand-pushed loaded
wagon which necessitated squeezing
in the side wall so that it could pass.

At least 5 adits and 3 ‘airpits’ existed
here. A mine plan (Shropshire
Record Office p13/3) believed to
date from this period shows pillar
and stall workings within an area of
about 150yd by 150 yd. The earlier
workings undoubtedly covered a far
larger area than this and many more
adits and air pits can be expected
here.

Sabbath Walks
The slopes between Woodside and
Lincoln Hill were ‘reclaimed’ about
1800 and made into “Sabbath

Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 11
Woodside and Castle Green Mines, continued..
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Permission for development subject to Conditions
1. No workings shall be undertaken within 50 feet of any adjoining land

owner’s property.
2. Not more than 2 acres of land shall be worked at any one time
3. The land shall be left in agricultural use until actually required for the

winning of minerals.
4. Prior to the winning of the minerals the topsoil and overburden shall be

removed and stored separately for subsequent respreading over the
worked out area.

5. Reinstatement of the land shall be progressive with the advancing face of
the working area.

6. The overburden and topsoil shall be replaced in proper sequence to levels
and gradients satisfactory to the local Planning Authority.

7. All public rights of way over the site shall be safeguarded.
8. No surface water shall be allowed to discharge on or over any public

highway.
9. All reasonable precautions to the satisfaction of the Local Planning

Authority shall be taken to prevent the spoiling of the highways by the
deposit of clay, earth or other substance from vehicles using the site.

10. Within six months of the cessation of the winning of minerals, all plant
and materials shall be removed from the site which shall be left in a tidy
condition to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority.

The reasons for the Council’s decision to grant permission for the
development, subject to compliance with the conditions herinbefore
specified are:-

1. To safeguard the stability and preserve the amenities of adjoining land.
2. and 3. To enable the land to be used for agriculture as long as possible

prior to the winning of the minerals.
4, 5 and 6. To enable the land to be returned to agriculture or other useful

purpose as soon as possible after the extraction of the minerals.
7. To safeguard the rights of the public over any public rights of way in the

area.
8 and 9. To minimise the danger to traffic using the highways.
1,4,5,6,8,9 and 10. To preserve the amenities of the area.

Dated the: 29th day of July, 1958

Permission was granted in 1958 to work minerals at Castle Green.
The Company proposed to extract 60,000 tons of red marl, 30,000
tons of fireclay and 1,800 tons of coal annually, using approximately 2
acres per annum, up to 150ft depth maximum.

Walks” for local workmen. At
Woodside a ‘Temple’ was
constructed of which photographs
survive. The ‘Walks’ are at present
being restored as a ‘Millennium
project’.

Tramways
The Map (Map 1) also shows the
principal horse tram-roads for the
conveyance of mineral in the area. A
photograph survives showing some
waggon loads of mineral by the New
Pool probably taken before 1900 and
a drawing of 1796 (Trinders ‘Most
Extraordinary District’ p28) shows
similar waggons. The narrow gauges
used locally were 20in and 36in with
dual gauging along parts of the track
(see Trinder’s book, p95).

The whole woodlands area, with its
opencast site is shown in an aerial
photograph taken about 1970 in a
publication “The Severn Gorge”
published by the Telford
Development Corporation about
1976, another as in 1963 is in VCH
Vol. II plate 31.

Opencasting
Shortly after the mine closed
opencasting commenced on the
ground above, this was the only
modern opencast site in the old
parish of Madeley.

During the 1960’s the clays were
taken for use by Messer Duroclay
and the operator ‘Hughes’ is said to
have gone bankrupt on several
occasions partly due to the old
workings found in the coal seam.
Work ceased in the 1970’s and
restoration is still incomplete. The

Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 11
Woodside and Castle Green Mines, continued..

recent Geological Survey Map gives both a boundary for the site and a list of
seams identified viz:

Main Sulphur Coal about 1.9m thick *
Red Clays 2.70m thick
New Mine Coal 0.80 - 1.25m thick *
Two Foot Coal 0.05 - 0.80m thick
Little Ganey Coal 0.18 - 0.38m thick
Main Ganey Coal 0.61m thick
Best, Randle & Clod Coals 2.20 - 2.40m thick *
Little Flint Coal 0.46m thick

* seams marked thus contain dirt partings.

References
In addition to those in the text:

“Victorian County History” Vol. 11
(eleven), 1985

“History of Madeley” by J.Randall, 1880
“On the Geology of Coalbrookdale” by

J.Prestwich, 1840
“Madeley Parish Inquisition Reports”,

1812
“The Most Extraordinary District” by

B.S.Trinder, 1973
“The Wenlock Branch (Wellington to

Craven Arms)” by K.Jones, 1998
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Gas Seepage
“A methane gas seep, which reached
the surface near Broseley in
Shropshire, woke residents in 1711.

It was developed as a tourist
attraction and when it ceased,
exploration was conducted for a
replacement, eventually proving
successful in 1745.

From descriptions, the observers
were unsure of the cause of these
“burning (or boiling) wells”. The
occurances may have been natural
surface emanations or perhaps were
triggered by early coal exploration.”

from ‘Earthwise’ Issue No.14,
BGS 1999

Original Report
A letter from Mr. Richard Hopton to
Mr. John Bachelor, Giving an
Account of the Eruption of a Burning
Spring at Broƒeley in Shropƒhire.
Communicated by Dr. William
Gibbon, Fellow of the College of
Phyƒicians.

September 18, 1711

Sir,
I have according to promiƒe here
ƒent an Account of the famous
boyling Well at Broƒeley near
Wenlock in the County of Salop,
diƒcovered about June 1711.

It was firƒt found out by a terrible
uncommen Noiƒe in the Night (about
two Nights after a remarkable Day of
Thunder) The Noiƒe was ƒo very
great, that it awaked ƒeveral People
in their Beds, that liv’d hard bye;
who being willing to be ƒatisfy’d
what it was, roƒe up from their Beds;
and coming to a boggy Place under
a little Hill about 200 Yards off the
River Severn, perceiv’d a mighty
rumbling and flashing in the Earth,
and a little Boyling up of Water
through the Graƒs.

They took a Spade, and digging up
ƒome part of the Earth, immediately
the Water flew up a great Heightm
and a Candle that was in their Hand
ƒet it on Fire.

To prevent the Spring being
deƒroyed there was an Iron Ciƒtern
plac’d about it, with a Cover upon it
which be lock’d, and a Hole in the
middle thereof, that any who come
may ƒee the Water through.

If you put a lighted Candle or any
thing of Fire to the Hole the Water
immediately takes Fire and burns
like Spirit of Wine or Brandy, and
continues ƒo as long as you keep the
Air from it, but by taking up the
Cover of the Cistern it quickly goes
out. The Heat of ƒaid Fire much
exceds the Heat of any Fire I ever
ƒaw, and ƒeems to have more than
orindary fierecneƒs with it.

Some People out of Curioƒity, after
they have ƒet the Water on Fire,
have put a Kettle of Water over the
Ciƒtern, and in it Green Peas, or a
Joint of Meat, and boyled, it much
ƒooner than over any artificial Fire
that can be made. If you put Green
Boughs, or any thing elƒe that will
burn upon it, it preƒently conƒumes
them to Aƒhes.

The Water of it ƒelf is as cold as any
Water I ever felt; And what is
remarkable, as ƒoon as ever the Fire
is out, if you put your Hands into it,
it feels as cold as if there had been
no ƒuch thing as Fire near it.

It ƒtill continues boyling up with a
conƒiderable Noiƒe; and is viƒited
by almoƒt all that hear of it; and is
look’d upon to be as great a rarity as
the World affords.

from the:
Philosophical Transactions

of the Royal Society, 1711
volume 28, 475-476.

The Boiling Wells
of Broseley

Miners Names
Members might be interested to
know that Michael Messenger of the
AIA has created an index to the
personal names in the sixteen
volumes of A K Hamilton Jenkin’s
“Mines and Miners of Cornwall”.

There are some 900 names
mentioned in the books and the index
has already been of use for an
enquiry by David Poyner.

If you are interested in looking at the
index Michael has put it on his web
site at:

www.twelveheads.demon.co.uk/
mjm/mmcnames.htm

The page lists the names in
alphabetical order, followed by the
volume and page number where they
appear. For example, the entry for
Josiah Wedgwood reads:

Wedgwood, Josiah XIII:14, XIV:7,20

Kelvin

The Daily Telegraph, 16th March,
reports the death of George
Manwaring at the age of 83.

Manwaring “struggled for seven
hours through underground tunnels to
rescue fellow coalminers trapped
when floodwaters swept through the
Arthur & Edward Mine, Forest of
Dean, where he was working at the
time.

For this deed he was awarded the
Edward Medal, a decoration
instituted in 1907 by King Edward
VII to recognise bravery by miners
and quarry workers.

In 1971 new regulations enabled
Manwaring and other recipients to
exchange the medal for the George
Cross.”

If you want to know more about this
rescue have a look at Phillip
Clifford’s “Mine Accident” web site:

http://freespace.virgin.net/
kathryn.c/index.htm

George Manwaring,
(Edward Medal)
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Thank You
The writer would like to thank David
Coxill for commenting on part of this
text.

Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge
Gorge Part 11 continued..

Anyone know
Francis Whitworth Wright
I wonder if anybody has come across
the above gentleman? He was
involved with a number of coal
mines in Worcestershire from 1910
to 1924 and described himself as a
mining engineer.

In 1914 he was also a director of the
Cowie Harbour Coal Company, who
were prospecting for coal in Borneo
and after the War he appears to have
been based in London and was a
director of Coke and Gas Ovens Ltd
as well as a number of non-mining
concerns.

From what I can gather, I think he
came to Worcestershire from
Lancashire or Yorkshire where he
was presumably active in the coal
industry.

Has anyone come across him, either
before or after his involvement in
Worcestershire? I would like to learn
more about his career.

Also
Thomas Dudley
Has anyone come across Thomas
Dudley of London, who was active
the end of the Sixteenth Century?

In 1582 he was given a lease of the
mines in Cornwall from the Mines
Royal, in partnership with John
Weston. Some time before 1584 he
and Weston granted an annuity to
one William Patteren of London.
Weston was a Shropshire iron master
(apart from his mining interests) and
held a lease from Robert Dudley,
Earl of Leicester. I wonder about a
connection between Robert and
Thomas but I have no information
about this.

Anything on Thomas (or indeed John
Weston and William Patteren) would
be welcome.

Many thanks

David Poyner

Visit to Woodside Opencast c1948
Though the coal of the Dale was originally charcoal, abundant surface coal
lay to the back of the hill. This is now worked on the open-cast system for
Buildwas Power Station and for the mining of fireclay. As I watched these
machines at work, I could see them shearing away at a road made by some
of Darby’s colliers five or six generations ago.

Some of the pit-props were still sound and there was something pitiful in
the vacant annihilation of the labours of men long dead; it also showed
how hard and wasteful had been their labours; yet these machines were
destroying a growing wood and threatening a fertile farm. Even the rankest
weed refused to grow on the ploughings of last year.

There is much talk of the responsibility of replacing the top soil that has
been skinned from such open-cast mines, but it seems improbable that man
in a year or a life-time can renew the fertility, slowly built up by nature in
the seasonal progress of tens of thousands of years.

Before this land was open-cast the poor of the district cam here to glean
coal for their winter fires. It was, however, a place of dread to small
children, for the ground was frequently seen to smoulder with the force of
internal combustion, and it is small wonder that they looked upon this spot
as hell, lying as it does at the back of the hill called paradise.

from Severn Stream by Brian Waters,
pub J.M dent, 1949

Note:
Although the Rough Park Mine is
shown on the map it will be dealt
with later.

Help Wanted

Mining Tours for 2000
Atalaya Tours
The Atalaya Tours programme of
tours for 2000 has recently been
announced. Tours have been
arranged to:
Rio Tinto & Andalucia - Seville & the

Iberian Pyrite Belt,
Greece and Cyprus - major sites of

the ancient Greek world,
Northern Spain and Portugal - gold

and metals in the Cordillera
Cantabrica;

Germany - silver mining centres of
Saxony and the Hartz,

Western Britain - the mines of South
West England and Wales;

Mexico - the silver mines of New
Spain,

Peru - silver, copper and gold of the
Andes

Geological Field Trips
Nottingham University School of
Continuing Education is organising a
programme of Geological Field
Trips to:

 South Devon,
Isle of Skye,
Abergavenny.

A list of future field trip plans are
also available. For further information
please contact:
 Sylvia Stevens, Special Programmes,
School of Continuing Education,
University of Nottingham,
Jubliee Campus,
Nottingham, NG8 1BB

PDMHS Newsletter No.93
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For those of you interested in mining
history in Eire, the following account
of the recent MHSI field excursion to
Deerpark & Coolbawn mines at
Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny appeared
on page 9 of the Kilkenny People
weekly newspaper, week ending
Friday, February 25, 2000. The
article below was scanned in from
the paper; there are also two photos
along with the article.

Deerpark mine comes
back to life

by Carmel Hayes
The Deerpark mine near Castlecomer
came to life again last week, just over
31 years since it closed forever.

Around 40 people toured the site as
part of a visit by the Mining Heritage
Society of Ireland.

The group included members of the
Society’s sister organisations in the
UK, eight members of the Shropshire
Caving and Mining Club, geologists,
historians, students and locals.

The tour was sparked by local man
Seamus Walsh’s bestseller “In the
Shadow of the Mines”, which has
rekindled enormous interest in the
Deerpark story.

As guide for the day, Seamus
provided a fascinating insight into
the “black country” which was once
the biggest working coalmine in
Ireland. The Deerpark is almost
derelict now, the shells of once busy
bathhouses, stores and forge standing
like lonely sentries on windswept
hills.

But former miner Seamus brought it
vividly to life, with a remarkable
blend of personal and collective
memories and exhaustive research,
all told with a passion for his subject
born of years at the coalface. Few
people have a deeper knowledge of
Deerpark. Seamus spent ten years
down the mines, starting in 1959 at
the age of 13 and following in the
footsteps of his father Joe and seven
Walsh uncles.

miners as they washed away the
stubborn coaldust. Opened in 1939
and refurbished in 1951, the
bathhouse contained 1,000 lockers -
500 for clean clothes and 500 for pit
clothes - and all were in use.

According to Seamus, miners had to
pay for the baths and if they lost their
baths key they had to pay two
shillings for a replacement, at a time
when they were earning an average
of £32 a week.

The miners travelled to work on foot
or by bicycle and more than 500
bikes would be stacked up near the
entrance.

“Only the manager had a car and, if
you got the chance, you would rub
your hand on the car and say dream
on!” Seamus grinned.

The secret behind those blue marks
which blemished many a miner's skin
was finally revealed. Seamus
explained that, when they cut
themselves, miners often rubbed a
piece of colm or coal scraping into
the broken skin to seal the cut. A
blue mark remained when healing
was complete.

'”Little did they know they were
ruining their beauty” laughed
Seamus. “It was a far cry from the
compensation culture we have
today.”

A visit to the old forge where miners’
tools were created and sharpened was
particularly poignant for Castlecomer
man Maurice Shortall, whose father
and namesake was a blacksmith at
Deerpark for many years.

Also among the group was teacher
Noreen Meehan and a party of
Students from Castlecomer
Community School, which is
currently doing a project focusing on
the area's mining heritage.

A sculpture by Saturio Alonzo, with
funding from the Arts Council, is
being planned for the school grounds
and the venture will he launched on

His father, who was the first Irishman
to become mine manager at
Deerpark, began In the Shadow of
the Mines as a record of the
coalminers’ struggle for union rights
and recognition.

At the desolate tunnel mouth, which
was bricked up by Joe Walsh in
1970, it seemed incredible that up to
600 men and boys once thundered
through it daily on their way to the
pit. “It used to break our hearts as
young follows if it was a nice day.
We would look back to get one last
glimpse of the sun because it would
be our last glimpse of it for the day”
Seamus recalled.
Near the mouth of the tunnel, Seamus
recited a poem in memory of Ned
Kelly, a 15-year-old who was the
14th and last man to die in Deerpark
mine.

His family received just £3500
compensation after he was killed in a
conveyor belt accident in 1960.

The ‘hooter’ sounded at Deerpark
every morning at 7.30 and 7.55. But
when someone was killed the hooter
went on continuously for 15 minutes,
striking dread in the hearts of
families for miles around. “When
you heard it the hair would stand on
the back of your head, because you’d
be wondering if it was your father or
brother” Seamus pointed out.

Black gold
While mining in Castlecomer dates
back to the 17th century, the
Deerpark mine was sunk in 1924 and
opened in 1928.

It produced what was widely
recognised as the best anthracite in
Europe, as it was virtually sulphur-
free, and 2,000 boxes of this
painstakingly extracted black gold
were brought to the surface every day
when the mine was doing well.

Now eerily silent, its bricked-up
windows staring blankly, the bath-
house once resounded with the
laughter and banter of hundreds of

Deerpark Mine
Comes Back to Life
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March 9th. Students are currently
doing drawings based on fossils,
featuring the fore-runners of
amphibians, which were found in the
Jarrow pit and which may form the
basis for the sculpture design.

The Deerpark site is now owned by
the Ward family and tributes were
paid to John and Sylvia Ward for
facilitating the tour. The rapt
audience also included young Alan
and James Ward, who have collected
a number of artefacts from the mines.

Shattering Blow
When Deerpark finally closed on
January 31, 1969, the remaining 183
workers had been given just one
week’s notice. Many had spent a
lifetime down the mines and had lost
not just a job but a way of life.

It was a shattering blow for a town of
only 1,200 people and the fallout
affected a wide area.

In 1969, 40 families - 200 people -
emigrated to England from the
Moneenroe area alone.

Of those left behind, some got work
in Rossmore or Ballingarry but 142
miners were still out of work by the
end of 1969.

There was the crushing experience of
signing on the dole for the first time,
getting £37 a week compared to an
average of £320 a week in the mine.

Yet mining is still carried on in the
Castlecomer area. The tour
concluded with a visit to Larry
Power’s drift mine at Coolbawn, now
the only working coalmine left in
Ireland.

This family business, now around 20
years old, produces high grade coal
the old-fashioned way.

“It probably would have been easier
for Larry to go on the dole but he
loves this mine. It’s his life” Seamus
pointed out.

The visiting group was hugely
impressed with the Deerpark and
Coolbawn excursions, which had the
largest attendance ever for a Mining
Heritage Society of Ireland tour.

Closure of Lancashire
Mining Museum
Following requests on the Mining
History Discussion list for people to
write in defending the Mining
Museum, I understand that the
mining collection currently at the
Lancashire Mining Museum in Buile
Hill Park, Salford is being transferred
to the Peel Park Museum and Art
Gallery.

Is that a reasonable result or not?

Roger Gosling

Darkhill Iron Works Walk
by Keith Webb 1999 2 x A3 leaflet
folded into 12 pages.  Available from
the Tourist Office, Coleford £1.20
David Mushet was a brilliant
metallurgist, and his son Robert
Forester Mushet is credited with
having developed the blast furnace
and discovered the importance of
alloying Chrome, Tungsten and
Titanium to improve the quality of
steel.  The aptly named Dark Hill
Iron Works is shrouded in mystery
and secrecy.  Very few written
records exist, but this leaflet is a
useful start to unravelling the enigma.

Tony Oldham

And leaders of the Society pledged
to support plans to establish a mining
heritage centre in the area.

The group included MHSI chairman
Dr. Martin Critchley and secretary
Dr. Matthew Parkes of the
Geological Survey of Ireland.

Founded in 1996, the Society aims to
record and document Ireland’s
mining heritage, promote education
and awareness and conserve existing
sites.
“There is a whole history and
heritage of mining in Ireland that is
in danger of going” Dr. Critchley
commented after the Castlecomer
tours.

“It would be a shame to lose all that
heritage and history in this area and
we hope plans to open a heritage
centre are successful.”

Recommendation
Well there you are (if you have read
this far). I can thoroughly
recommend the book “In the Shadow
of Mines” and I’m sure you all know
where to buy it!

All the best (or Guinness in this
case)

Roger Gosling

Communications Help
A warm hello from fellow cavers of
BUMAK/Turkey, in a short time, we
are planning to have a big expedition
and we are researching methods for
underground communications.

Would you know of any such
equipment? Underground walkie-
talkies, durable to tough conditions?

thanks,
Selim Imer (Mr.)

e-mail:
selim.imer@turkcell.com.tr

Rescue 2000-New Techniques for a New Century
A BCRC Conference hosted by
DCRO on the 16 -18th June at the
Bull i' th'Thorn on the A515, 6 miles S
of Buxton.

Free Camping
 Stomp Saturday night.

Breakfast and Evening meals
available at the bar.

For more information contact:

Alan Gamble 01298 71683
ag@buxton157.freeserve.co.uk

Deerpark mine comes back to life
continued
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Golden find by firm at
 farm site

A mining company which has found
gold under farmland is to continue
exploration after its latest drilling
programme showed “very
encouraging” results, it announced
today.

Crediton Minerals has been
exploring 360 square kilometres of
land, known as the Crediton Trough,
at a secret location in Devon since
1977.

The company, a subsidiary of the
Irish exploration company MinMet,
completed the fourth phase of its
drilling programme in September in
an area of the Trough known as
“Watford”.

Basalt host material was found in all
but one of the five boreholes, with
significant secondary gold
enrichment in two of them, said a
statement from MinMet today.

Gold values ranged between 1.39 and
1.54 grammes per tonne in the latest
drilling programme. Earlier
exploration revealed gold values up
to 7 grammes per tonne. MinMet
chairman Jeremy Metcalfe said: “The
results are very encouraging and
show we are on the right track.

Shropshire Star
1/2/2000

Hobby- Horse

Asked why he enjoys caving and
mining so much, Adrian put it down
to a “fascination with natural caves”
and an “interest in history”.

Cathy Stanworth,
Shropshire Star, 5/2/2000

Sometimes we all feel like escaping -
on a plane, boat or even down a hole!

Project manager for the Inland
revenue and member of the
Shropshire Caving and Mining Club,
Adrian Pearce, knows all about going
underground.

“Thirty-odd years ago, living in
Derbyshire, I got interested in
geology.” he said.

“There were lots of mines and spoil
tips, I got so interested that I went
underground.”

Adrian claims playing football is
more dangerous than going caving,
and newcomers are always taught
about safety on training sessions and
start with easy descents.

He said technique played a major
part as well as stamina.

A motorist and his daughter-in-law
clambered to safety when their Ford
Fiesta plunged into a hole which
opened up as they parked at a
Midlands shopping complex.

Driver Ron Watkins and Hayley
Hasketh were sucked into a nine-foot
hole behind the McDonald’s
restaurant off Reedswood Way in
Walsall last night (Fri. 14th Jan.).
Mrs Hasketh suffered a leg injury
and Mr. Watkins had cuts to his right
hand after the incident.

Structural engineers are now trying to
establish why the ground gave way.

Mr Watkins, 55, of
Bloxwich, said:

“I was going to drop
Hayley outside
McDonald’s for her to
get a cup of tea while I went
shopping. We did not get that far
because just as I was going to park
the car it tilted sideways. At first I
thought the suspension had gone, but
then the ground gave way and we
dropped into this hole.

I don’t know how I got out, but I was
more worried about Hayley. She was

screaming. I told her to calm down,
switch off the ignition and pass me
the keys.”

Mrs Hasketh, 19, of Bloxwich, was
taken to hospital but was sent home
following a check-up.

Shropshire Star
15/1/2000

The rear of the car
sticking out the hole
which suddenly
appeared

The hole is almost
definately shallow lime
stone workings that
abound in this area.

Nick

What the Papers Say,
by Nick Southwick
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What the Papers Say,
by Nick Southwick

Memories of Old
County Mining

The Stafford Pit, the Grange, the
Granville, the Woodhouse ... all were
part of a mining empire in east
Shropshire which has now passed
into history. This photo taken in
about 1930 shows the Woodhouse
Pit.

“My grandfather George Stanworth
worked there” said Mr. David
Gallear of Ludlow, who loaned this
picture from his album to the
Shropshire Star.

“It’s difficult to describe where it
was but it was on the right of what I
call the old Priorslee bypass.

The pit closed very early on. I was
born in 1947 and was about five
when my grandfather died and he
was already retired then. It’s fairly
safe to say it closed in the 1950’s.

It was all part of the Lilleshall

Company empire of course”, added
Mr. Gallear, who lived as a child at
100 The Nabb, Oakengates.

Today there are no Shropshire
coalpits. The last, the Granville, not
far from the Woodhouse, closed in
1979.

Shropshire Star, 10/2/2000

Follow-up
If anyone has any information about
the Woodhouse pit or even Mr.
Gallear’s grandfather, it would be
nice to be able to pass it on to him

Kelvin

Community digs deep to revive colliery’s past
The industrial heritage of a village
near Oswestry will be remembered
for future generations, thanks to a
community project. All that was left
of the Trefonen Old Colliery was a
dangerous mine shaft, 260 feet deep.

Thanks to an initiative by Oswestry
Borough Council and local
historians, the shaft has now been
made safe and an interpretive board
will go up at the site in the spring
with a coal truck sitting alongside.

Coal Extraction
Coal was extracted from thin seams
in the Trefonen area from the late
16th century, first from shallow
surface working, then bell pits, and
latterly deeper shafts. The old
colliery was worked from 1869 to
1880 with the nearby new colliery
then running from 1880 to 1896.

The colliery produced around 5,000
tonnes of coal a year before cheaper
coal from the Midlands made it
uneconomic.

Mr. John Davies of the Oswestry and
Border History and Archaeology
Group said the idea came from an
appeal for suggestions for
community projects from the
Oswestry Borough Council.
“The council gave a grant of £2,000
which has been used for the
interpretation board.

British Coal was approached and
agreed to step in to fill in the shaft to

within three or four feet of the
surface and brick line it. An
individual donated a ‘tub’, one of the
small trucks that pit ponies pulled
underground.

“The tub will be placed alongside the
interpretation board by the side of the
shaft,” Mr. Davies said.

by Sue Austin
Shropshire Star, 26/2/2000
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NAMHO 2001 (Ireland)

The Nook, Lilleshall

The ‘Nook’, Lilleshall a former row of
barracks houses, one of the last
surviving examples of such buildings
once common to this part of
Shropshire for use as miners and
other workers housing.

Barracks housing at nearby
Donnington and Waxhill continued
in use until well into the mid 20th
century. The Waxhill Barracks, a set
of twenty seven single storey houses
appear in the 1851 Census and
indicate that twenty of the houses
held five or more occupants, while
nine of the houses had seven or more
inhabitants!

A picture of the Lilleshall Company
Barrack houses at Donnington
appear on page 62 in Ivor Browns
“Mines of Shropshire”, Moorland
Publishing 1976 (a slightly fuzzier
version is in “The East Shropshire
Coalfields” also by Ivor).

Sadly, despite protests by the Club
and other organisations, premission
has now been given for the
demolition of the Nook, so that the

Approx. ferry fares (Stena HSS)
based on car + family return are:

Cheaper period: £190, 5 day return,
£250 unrestricted return

Expensive period: £260, 5 day return,
£350 unrestricted return

I you are thinking of attending
NAMHO 2001 and have any
preferences on any of the above
dates, then please can you email:
Nicholas Coy, nickcoy@eircom.net
or myself.

Thanks
Dr. Martin Critchley

Email   mcritchley@era.ie
Internet   www.era.ie/era-maptec

We are trying to firm-up possible
dates for NAMHO 2001.  I recognise
that visitors from the UK may wish to
link this with an extended holiday to
Ireland.  Our difficulty would be
getting accommodation in the peak
period, plus the extra cost of ferries.

I suggest 3 possibilities for dates, but
our preference would be for the
September date, mainly based upon
accommodation.

Friday 13th July - Monday 16th July
(cheaper ferry)

Friday 27th July - Monday 30th July
(full price ferry)

Friday 21st Sept - Monday 24th Sept
(cheaper ferry)

site can be redeveloped.

One of the conditions of the
permission is that a record is made of
the building prior and during the
demolition process.

Kelvin

The ‘Nook’,
Picture:
 Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings

 (kl295_39)
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Letters to the Editor

Wenlock Copper Mine
Wenlock copper mine. I've never
seen anything definite anywhere
about this mine, but I would suggest
that a good place to search would be
on either the first edition 1"
Geological Map, or the 1st edition 1"
Ordnance sheet. These show most of
the mines and lodes known in the
mid-19th century. I've long meant to
look at them, but have never got
round to going so. Probably there are
copies in the County Library at
Shrewsbury, and if so, perhaps a
Club member living in the town
would have a look some time? I
would be most interested to hear if it
can be found.

I expect everyone has heard of the
copper mine at Hayton's bent. I
suppose this is too far away to be the
Wenlock mine?

George Hall

I was interested to see in the latest
'Below' an enquiry for the location of
the copper mine at Wenlock. I've
known that there was supposed to be
such for years, but I can't now
remember where I first heard of it -
Murchison's "Silurian System" ? I
hoped when indexing the Mining
Journal that something positive
would turn up, but the only reference
anywhere near there that I found was
to the Shropshire Blackwood Mining
Company, 1856, pp. 445, 453, 464,
540, who found a north-south lead
vein on the Stanway estate, near the
village of Rushbury. Trials had
reached a depth of 14ft. and a shaft
was proposed.

I went there some years ago, but
could find no trace of this operation.

It could, anyway, hardly be the

Greenside Lead Mine Exhibition 2000
Due to the success of last years
exhibition, on Greenside Lead Mine
the event is going to be held once
again this year at Glenridding Village
Hall in Patterdale, Cumbria, starting
on Saturday 29th July and running
for two weeks.

This mine was worked almost
continuously for over a century
before finally closing in 1961.

Last years exhibition was staged and
presented by mine researchers and
covered the history of the mine using
old documents, newspaper reports,
plans, paintings, mineral specimens
and approximately 400 photographs,
running concurrently with this was a
photographic history of life in the
village of Glenridding and
surrounding Patterdale, where many
of the miners lived. There was also a
separate display showing the
reopening of the Lucy Level.

This years exhibition will include
many new photographs and
documents, amongst which is an

archive of colour prints from the
1950's showing scenes both above
and below ground, which have never
been seen before. There will also be
a small model display of old mining
machinery.

The exhibition will probably be the
largest on any single metal mine in
the North of England and has been
set-up by John Hodgkins and Warren
Allison with help from the Lake
District National Park and many ex.
miners. This will probably be the last
chance to see this unique display all
together like this under one roof.

Admission will be £1.00 with
children under 16 free. Proceeds
from the exhibition will be donated
to the Village Hall fund.

Shaft riding illustration
The shaft riding illustration on page
15 in the last issue of ‘Below’ was
from “La Vie Souterrains” (Men &
Miners or Underground Life), 1868
and was a drawing of shaft riding at
$x$ colliery.

Hampton Loade
Following on from David Poyner’s
article on the Hampton Loade Forge
tunnel system in the last issue of
‘Below’ a request has been received
from the Hampton Loade Station
group on the Severn Valley Railway
to reproduce the article in their
“Hampton Loade News”.

One of their members, Stanley
Holland, is also interested in the
Eardington Canal tunnel and would
be interested in receiving details of
any Club trips that were made into
the tunnel.

I think most of the Club trips to this
site were made in the late 60’s and
early 70’s, does anyone have copies
of trip reports that I might pass on to
him?

Kelvin

“Below” Winter, 99.4
I enjoyed your article on Adam
Heslop. I have been involved in the
restoration and operation of a beam
engine for some 21 years and I am
interested in the design of early
engines.

I would also like to comment on
Simonin’s Shaft riding illustration on
page 15; in particular the way all of
the riders are standing on the lip of
the kibble rather than the much safer
position inside. Obviously it may be
necessary, as shown in the diagram,
to fend the kibble off from
obstructions and generally stop it
swinging about. If it is being wound
slowly it shouldn’t swing much.

In my own, rather limited, experience
the shaft sinkers would comply with
the “Shafts, Outlets and Roads
Regulation, No.77: No person shall
ride on the edge of a kibble when
being raised or lowered thereby”.
However, the foreman or master
sinker would typically sit or stand on
the lip of the kibble. Presumably
their elevated social status protected
them from danger!

Dr. Barry Job
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News Round-Up

Footprints
The largest collection of dinosaur
footprints ever discovered, have been
found in a limestone quarry in
Bolivia.

Covering an area of some 25,000m
sq. the prints of several species of
dinosaur, some up to 1m long have
been revealed in the quarry south of
the capital La Paz.

A Swiss palaeontologist who has
been studying the prints says the site
was probably a lake, where dinosaurs
came to bathe. He has urged the
Bolivian government to protect the
footprints.

Stone Chat, Vol. 20 No.2

Florence Mine
Under Threat?

With the closure of South Crofty tin
mine Florence Iron Mine in Cumbria
is the only UK mine working a
metalliferous mineral as its main
product. Although its product is in
demand for use as a pigment and in
foundry annealing processes the is a
cloud over its future in that it relies
on Sellafield Nuclear Processing
plant for the majority of its drainage.
Sellafield pumps out millions of
litres a day for cooling water.
However with recent safety scares
and the cancellation of several large
contracts by the Japanese and
Germans there is a possibility the
plant could reduce its demand for
water or even close altogether,
causing the flooding of Florence.

Mining Deaths
A recent report from the International
Labour Office states that:

In 1998 there were 40 deaths per
million tonnes of coal mined at
the small mines in Ballochistan
Province, Pakistan. This
compares with the death rate in
the UK during its worst period
when the rate was less than 2
deaths per million tonnes.

The highest average annual death
rate for a single mine is at a tin
mine in Bolivia where nearly 1%
of the workforce are killed each
year.

Eng & Mining Journal,
July 1999

Opening Old Workings
In July 1999 miners at the Sextet
Mining Co's mine in Madisonville,
Kentucky, broke through into old
workings releasing such a large
volume of water that the mine was
flooded and 150 miners laid off.
The sudden release of water from the
old workings created a vacuum and
instant subsidence damage occurred
in the town above due to cave-ins
and sink holes caused by this
vacuum.

Ivor Brown

Nottingham
- Sign of the Times

"A great number of the inhabitants
(especially of the poorer sorts) do
dwell in vaults, holes, or caves which
are cut and dug out of (or within) the
Rock; so that if a man be destitute of
a house it is but to go to Nottingham
..... where he may play the Mole and
work himself a Hole for him and his
family."

John Taylor, 1632

The Big Issue, 16th November
1998: "... the homeless of
Nottingham, some with dogs, have
taken to living in the man-made
sandstone caves of the city. The
caves under the castle and the Arches
near Robin Hood's Statue are
mentioned. The Council apologised
for an initial callous action in hosing
down the caves beneath the castle
and destroying the few possessions
of the dwellers without warning.
The homeless involved were mainly
young, mentally ill or suffering from
drug and alcohol problems and prone
to physical diseases."

The sandstone caves in Bridgnorth
also seem to be coming back into use
too!

Bats that go 'Chink'
Researchers at Bristol University
have discovered an interesting side
effect of ringing bats. It seems bats
often get two rings (one on each of
their forearms) to assist in studying
them and their habits. One is metal
with a serial number, the other
coloured plastic to assist
identification from a distance.
However it has been discovered by
accident that the rings bash together
when the bat is flying, emanating an
"ultrasonic clonk" of about 20
kilohertz.

The moths hunted by bats are attuned
to this and many perform an escape
manoeuvre when played a recording
of the clanking bats. Dr. Gareth
Jones (Bristol University) concluded
that double ringing of bats was
"equivalent to putting a bell on a cat"
which alerts prey.

Previous research showed that
evasive manoeuvres give moths a 40
percent better chance of avoiding
being eaten. Bush crickets may stop
singing on hearing the sound making
it harder for the clanking bats to
locate them. Paul Racey (bat expert
at Aberdeen University) said that
rendering bats less able to get food
could have very serious conservation
consequences and affect results of
studies into complex bat behaviour!

Daily Telegraph, 22nd April 1999

Plateway Found
Workmen restoring the “Northern
Lights” building at Coalbrookdale
(the derelict building behind the
Museum Library) have discovered a
section of Coalbrookdale Company
plateway. Once part of the line that
came down the Lightmoor Valley,
across the road in front of the former
Girl’s School (Wellington Road)
then down the valley to Dale End.

The Museum hope that the rails and
adjacent brickwork can be preserved
in the surface of the new access road
to the refurbished complex.

Ironbridge Quarterly,
Issue 1, 2000
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Christmas Word Search
Solution

For those of you who have been anxiously waiting the solution to the Christmas word search in the last  issue of
‘Below’, here it is:

The twenty words to find were:
1. Boat Level, 2. Bog, 3. Tankerville 4. Perkins Level,
5. Stableford, 6. Snailbeach, 7. Rock, 8. Titterstone,
9. Clee, 10. Crackley Bank, 11. Carn, 12. Lane Pit,
13. Meadow Pit, 14. Brickkiln, 15. Leasow, 16. Crawstone,
17. Styches, 18. Caphouse, 19. Maerdy, 20. Monckton

B O A T L E V E L + + + + + + + + K + M
O + N L I K K C I R B + + + + T + N + E
G + Y E + + C A P H O U S E A I O A + A
+ + D A + + + + + + + C + N + T + B + D
+ + R S E H C Y T S + + K + K T + Y + O
+ + E O + S N A I L B E A C H E + E + W
C R A W S T O N E + R + N + + R + L + P
+ + M + + + + + + V + O + + + S + K + I
T I P E N A L + I + M + N + + T + C + T
+ + + L E V E L S N I K R E P O + A + +
+ + + + + + L + + + + + A + + N + R + +
S T A B L E F O R D + + C L E E + C + +
      ( @ )                 ( @ )
_ _ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Recent Publications
The writer has recently been given
copies of a magazine containing
articles on Shropshire and North
Wales railways, two are of particular
interest regarding local mining.
(1) ‘Ifton Colliery’ by Steven

Oakden, from ‘Railway Bylines’,
Dec.-Jan. 1996/97 pages 18 to 30
(19 photos and maps). This is a
very comprehensive article when
dealing with the surface
arrangements but also has
explanatory notes on the Chirk
Coalfield, the workings at
Brynkinalt Colliery (closed 1928)
and Black Park (closed 1951). As
explained in a previous issue of
‘Below’, Ifton had only one shaft
in Shropshire, this initially being
a subsidiary shaft for Brynkinalt
in Wales, but later the roles were
reversed. In 1966 however Ifton
was connected underground to
Black Park Shaft, which was re-
opened for use as a ventilation

shaft. Brynkinalt was then closed
and Black Park continued in this
function until Ifton closed in
1968.

Eight steam locos have been used
at Ifton, and on its one-mile long
branch with a maximum of four at
any one time. Full details of their
use are given with many
interesting anecdotes on their
operation.

(2) ‘Premier Line to Coalport’ by
B.L.Wilson for ‘Railway
Bylines’, April 1999 pages 214-
223. Known to the writer and
other Salopians as the ‘Dodger’
line this little branch had an
interesting history. From
Oakengates to Aqueduct, near
Madeley it was built along the
line of the Coalport branch canal
and served many of the pits,
ironworks and brickworks
previously served by that canal.

The article contains 16 excellent
maps and photos as well as giving
the history of the line and extracts
from contemporary reports and
newspapers about its workings.

This same issue contains articles of a
similar high standard on Dinorwic
Slate Workings and the Rawnsley
(Cannock Chase) Colliery railways.

Other recent issues of this magazine
contain articles on the Shrewsbury
Abbey Line (in recent years mainly
for oil), Dec. 1999 and Bersham
Colliery (Wrexham) June 1999 and
Oct. 1999. Information about the
magazine can be obtained from
Owen Eyles Magazines, 92 High St.,
Berkhamstead, Herts HP4 2BL,
telephone 01442 879097 (copies are
about £3.20 each from certain shops.

Ivor Brown



24 “Below” 2000.1

“Up the Lane and Back
Again”

(Running time 55minutes), by Alf
Jenkins, the video compliments Alf's
Book and Guided Walks he does on
the Clee. This new video covers the
Industrial and Mining Heritage of
Titterstone Clee Hill which
dominates Ludlow, Shropshire
Borders, Hereford and Worcester

Titterstone Clee is about 1700ft has
been mined for Coal through both
bell pits and deep mining, it is well
known for the Basalt which is still
being quarried for roadstone and
Limestone which was quarried,
Mined and quarried at Knowbury on
the side of the Clee.

The video inevitably centre’s on nice
shot’s of the Hill during the various

season’s. There is some interesting
railway footage, which shows the
activities from the railhead and up
the incline to the main quarry. Alf
uses his wealth of archive
photograph’s to good effect and uses
a number of models to  explain
techniques such as limeburning and
Bellpit working.

There is footage of brickmaking and
use of a brick kiln from Acton Scott
Museum, a mock up of a child
pulling an underground sled and a
model showing the Ariel ropeway
and how it operated.

The Title is derived from a song
using the local dialect which Alf
concentrates  on, to good effect in a
conversation he has with a local man
in the last few minutes of the video.
My only criticism is the background

Books, Videos and Events

European Congress of Subterranology and XXIIIth Congress of the
Société Française d'Etude des Souterrains

Several well-known visitors from
abroad have already given notice that
they will attend the Congress, and we
hope that you, too, come along and
support our initiative.

The congress will be held in “La
Ferme de la Bouverie” (Vieuxville/
Ferriéres) near the Logne Castle
where the Association de Recherches
Appliquées la Spéologie  is currently
excavating the well (current depth:
27 m. - Estimated depth: 60 m.). The
archeological excavation (in activity)
and the natural cave that have been
used for defensive purposes will be
visited.

Signs and notices will be put up the
week before the Congress and, maps
and plans giving the necessary
directions will be sent to you as soon
we receive your booking form.

Accomodation, meals and meetings
will all be on the same site, with the
possibility for camping if you ask for
it. All meals will be taken together,
but only if ordered in advance.

Please let us have a summary of your

Organised by: L'Association de
Recherches Appliquées la Spéologie
(A.R.A.S.)

14th - 17th July 2000, Belgium

The purpose of this congress is to
give researchers, both amateur and
professional, an opportunity to
present an account of the work they
have been doing, or some aspect of
it, and to exchange information about
methods and recent developments in
archeological research into artificial
underground voids.

These may be civil, military or
religious in origin: underground
refuges, wells and reservoirs, cellars,
dugeous, crypts, marl-pits, ice-
houses, cave-dewellings, old mine
and quarry workings, water courses,
... in fact any man-made underground
workings.

Papers can explore the various
aspects of the history, ethnography,
culture, mythology and folklore of
such sites, or examine scientific,
economic or sociological
considerations.

paper before May 2000.
Two exhibitions will be held:
one about the artificial caves and
another about “Artificial caves in
strip cartoons”. Participants in the
Congress will, also, be allowed to
exhibit photos, posters, etc.

A place to sell publications will be
prepared for people who want to sell
books and other publications. This
stand will be monitored by a member
of the  Association de Recherches
Appliquées la Spéologie

Several visits are projected, as well
in the Belgian Ardennes, Luxemburg
and the Netherlands.

For more information contact:
Claude KAHN
rue du Warchais, 50
6210 - Villers-Perwin
Belgique

Phone : + 32 / 71 85 22 47
+ 32 / 71 85 04 12

Fax : + 32 / 71 85 00 83

E-mail : luc.stevens@fundp.ac.be

 Luc Stevens

music which runs throughout and
makes the video touristy rather than
relying on the excellent documentary
it really is.

Cost £12.99 plus p&p

Titterstone Clee Hills,
Everday life, Industrial
History and Dialect,
by A E.Jenkins  h/b 156pp The title
sums up the book every aspect of
coal mining and quarrying life in the
Shropshire hills is described. The
Author a former Headteacher
describes his formative years with
many rare photos and information
passed on by Miners and Quarrymen.
This book is a positive gem! £16.95

Mike Moore
www.moorebooks.co.uk
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The Start:

e-mail: info@iarecordings.org or visit their web site at:
http://www.iarecordings.org/

Mining Videos

If you are interested in doing a bit of
armchair mine exploration the
following videos, produced by
I.A.Recordings with help from Club
members, may be of interest to you.

A Tour of Clive Copper
Mine, £14.95
A comprehensive guided tour of
Clive, with Edwin Thorpe acting the
‘experienced’ expert and Kelvin
Lake the ‘novice’. The tour covers
both the upper and lower levels, plus
the Northern stope (the access to
which is now a bit dodgey).
Clive Rescue Practice, £9.95
An action packed ‘head banging’
record of a Club rescue practice,
featuring the ‘infamous’ maypole
winze traverse!
Snailbeach, £14.95
The rise and fall of Snailbeach, once
renowned as the “richest per acre of
ground in Europe”, is traced in this
production through the use of
historic photographs, animated plans
and sections, and unique
underground video footage.
Glengowla, £6.58
A tour around this amazing mineral
rich lead mine in Ireland, complete
with commentary and diagrams.

[12 mins.]

Collections from the Archives
The following tapes contain almost
all the footage recorded at the given
mine, and are intended as a resource
base, not a finished production:

C.15:Dudley Tunnel ’88 to ’89,
£14.10
C.18:Donisthorpe Colliery, £11.75
C.20a:Snailbeach - Final Frontier,
£9.87
C.23: Bagworth Colliery, £11.75
C.28: Morse’s Level, £9.87
C.29: SCMC in Cornwall, £16.45
C.32: SCMC in Ireland, £14.10
C.37: Dudley Tunnel - Wrens Nest

East Mine.£9.87
C.41: Hem Heath Winders, £9.87
C.42 The SCMC at Onslow Park - a

record of the 1998 Club and Trust
display. £ 9.87

C.45 Twelve Mines of Ireland - made
for the first AGM of the MHSI it
contains excerts of C.32 with
added commentary. £11.75

C.46 Astley Green Colliery - shot
during the 1999 engine rally at the
Museum site (including views of
the huge winding engine) £9.87

C.48 Draglines - features the moving
of “Oddball” at St.Aidans
Opencast site, plus bigger
draglines at work in the North
East. £14.10

For more details about videos contact:
I.A.Recordings, PO Box 476, Telford, TF8 7RH

Books, Videos and Events

The Wigan Coalfield
Compiled by Alan Davies  with Len
Hudson, ISBN: 0 7524 1724 X

Through documents, the Wigan area
can trace its coal mining activities as
far back as 650 years, and for a brief
spell in the late nineteenth century
Wigan itself was proudly known as
‘Coalopolis’.

Mining machinery such as ventilation
fans, winding engines, air
compressors, pumps and haulage
engines were manufactured around
Wigan, the products of Worsley
Mesnes Ironworks, Woods & Sons or
Walker Brothers.

The closure of the Bickershaw,
Golborne and Parsonage mining
complex in 1992, however, brought
an end to the Wigan coalfield’s great
era.

Over 700 million tons of coal have
been produced in the Wigan coalfield
over the last 600 years, while a
similar amount still lies below the
ground. The recent ill-advised rush to
wipe out all traces of the British coal
industry has temporarily closed the
mines of the Wigan area, and sadly
thousands of men with the specialist
skills peculiar to the industry have
found themselves without a career.

The photographs in the compilation
have been carefully selected from the
collections of the Lancashire Mining
Museum, Wigan Heritage Centre and
the Donald Anderson/Tony France
Archive. It is a book that will provide
an intriguing insight into the lives
and working conditions of Wigan
area miners and is a testament to the
region and its proud coal mining
legacy.

Cost £9.95, available from Mike
Moore.

You can also check Mikes book list
on his web site:

www.moorebooks.co.uk

or e-mail him at:
Mike@moorebooks.co.uk

Recent Publications
2. Basalt Quarrying in the Clee Hill

Region of South Shropshire by
P.B.Hewitt in Tarmac Papers
Vol.III 1999, Fenn RWD (Ed)
pp273-300.

Gives a good history of basalt
quarrying, coal and lime working
in this area, as well as some
company history and social
history of Clee Hill Village.

Ivor Brown

1. Opencast Coal Mining - a unique
opportunity for Clee Hill Quarry
by L.A.Crump & R.Donnelly in
Whateley MKG & Harvey PK
(eds) 1994, Mineral Resource
Evaluation II, Geological Society
Special Publication No, 79
pp219-232.

Gives the recent history of
quarrying and opencast coal
mining on the Clee Hill.

all available from the Club at a discount,
 see Alan Robinson
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For organised Club trips please refer
to the Monthly Meets lists.

Diary DatesClub Officers

29th April to 1st May: 4th European
Exploration Speleology Congress

28th May: Columns Open Day, Ogof
Flynnon Ddu.

27 - 2nd June: Bradford PC Winch
Meet, Gaping Gill

16 -18th June: BCRC Conference
hosted by DCRO, "Rescue 2000-New
Techniques for a New Century".

7 - 9th July: Cavers Fair, Pindale
Farm Outdoor Centre, Hope,
Derbyshire. Booking forms available
from Jenny Potts, e-mail:

jenny.potts@ukonline.co.uk

14th-18th July: INTERnational
NAMHO 2000, hosted by carn Brea
Mining Society and Cambourne
School of Mines, based in Turo.

27th August: Columns Open Day,
Ogof Flynnon Ddu.

13th-16th Sept.: International
Mining History Congress, Milos
Island, Greece

15-17th Sept.: Hidden Earth 2000,
National Caving Conference, Britsol

 The Joys of Urban Caves and Mines - 1

Mind the shaft ......
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we tend to get things

thrown down it ...

2

1 3
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as we’re near...

the shopping

centre!

chooing !

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

President: Alan Taylor

Chairman: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Tom West

Secretary:  John Priest
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Bob Taylor

Tackle Officer: Andy Harris

Training Officer:
Steve Holding

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Conservation Officer:
Nick Southwick

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Assistant Secretary:
Eileen Bowen

Rescue Officer:
Role undertaken by the Rescue
Wardens: Neal Rushton, Steve
Holding, Alan Robinson, Andy Yapp

‘Below’ Editor: Kelvin Lake
e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk


