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Sculptures Moved
Some of the sculptures at Ironbridge 
Power station mentioned in Below 
2015.4 that formed the large mining 
montage have been moved to 
Broseley. So far 3 have been moved - 
“Miner and Horse” (now in the town 
square on the site of the Pritchard 
Memorial), “Miner and tub” (on 
Cape Fold) and “the stables” (beside 
the Bridgnorth Road, between 
Foundry Lane and Wilkinson Avenue 
- although the stable have been made 
smaller!).

The other parts of the sculpture, 
featuring the loading of a cage with 
tubs, a train of wagons (both featured 
on page 1, Below 2015.4), and the 
coal face are due to be moved to 
Broseley soon.

To allow the placing of the “Miner 
and Horse” in the town square the 
memorial kibble that was on the 
site (see Below 2013.1, page 2) has 
been moved to Maypole Green at the 
north end of Broseley.

Above: The memorial kibble now on 
Maypole Green.

Left: “Miner and Horse” in the town 
square.

Below, right: The stable scene with a 
horse biting the farrier.

Below: “Miner and 
tub” on Cape Fold.

Exercise SIMUL
Several Club members were involved 
in the large multi-agency “disaster” 
exercise in the Ironbridge Gorge on 
the 15th October.

Midlands Cave Rescue Organisation 
team members had 3 incidents to 
deal with, with ‘live’ casualties from 
605 Auxiliary Squadron, Cosford 
- who deserve Oscars for their 
performances!

More pictures on page 4 and the 
MCRO website at:

bit.ly/2fhd5kT
Picture: Ian Cooper

http://bit.ly/2fhd5kT
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News Round-Up 1
Ivor Brown

Blists Hill
Blists Hill shaft and Tar Tunnel, both 
original features, are now in trouble,  
and have been temporarily closed.

The Tar Tunnel has been closed by 
the Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust 
except for viewing from the entrance 
due to concerns about the air supply, 
the forcing fan and ventilating ducts 
being out of order.

At Blists Hill the wooden headframe, 
mine cage and metal fittings, last 
renovated in 1973-4 have been 
dismantled. The headframe is being 
re-built and the metal framework 
from the shaft has been lifted out for 
examination and possible repairs.

A repair fund has been set up, 
the first donation being a grant of 
£15,000 from the Museum Friends. 

Above: Blists Hill shaft top and 
headframe during work by Thyssen 
to re-open the shaft in the 1970s.

(I.J.Brown Collection)

Miners Memorial
At a recent meeting of the 
Wrekin Local Study Forum a 
presentation was made by former 
Granville Colliery Miners Stewart 
Braddock and Cliff Hewitt (and 
representing Malcolm Peel in his 
absence), who are seeking to 
create a lasting memorial to the 
miners and mining industry of the 
East Shropshire Coalfield which 
was the basis for all industrial 
development in the area.

They have become a constituted 
group known as the Telford 
Mining Memorial Fund and would 
like members to spread the word 
about their project. They can offer 
bespoke talks to any society and 
school. If you are interested in 
learning more you can contact 
them via email:

Cliff Hewitt:
cliff_hewitt@msn.com

Stewart Braddock:
stewartbraddock@btinternet.com
Malcolm Peel:

malcolm.peel9@gmail.com

Above: Mining of the outcrops in the cutting of the M54 
embankments during construction.

(All Pictures: Ivor Brown Collection)

Mine Fires
During the early 1970s several underground fires occurred in the 
Coalbrookdale Coalfield blamed by some on striking miners (the unions and 
the Heath Government) and by others on the closure of the last adit mine. 
Any source of coal was tapped such as outcrops and the cuttings for the M54 
(see photo below).

Scavenging of old pit heaps such as Stirchley Tip and Halesfield Tip allowed 
the coal to be ignited by vandals or spontaneous combustion.

Amongst the most interesting incidents investigated by the 
writer was a report that tenants in some Telford Development 
Corporation housing had been unable to get their cats in at 
night because they preferred the “hot spots” in the gardens. An 
obvious indication of coal heating up underground. (See item 
on Java on page NN)

Above: Stirchley Tip fire being spread over the old 
railway (Silkin Way), 1973.
Below: Checking Halesfield tip for underground 
fires with Pyrometers, 1973.

mailto:cliff_hewitt%40msn.com?subject=Shropshire%20Mining%20Memorial
mailto:stewartbraddock%40btinternet.com?subject=Shropshire%20Mining%20Memorial
mailto:malcolm.peel9%40gmail.com?subject=Shropshire%20Mining%20Memorial
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SCMC Trip Reports, August - October 2016
Steve Holding

August 2016
Wednesday 3rd - Snailbeach 
Roberts Level – Andy Wood, Mike 
Worsfold and Eileen Bowen took 
Lara Sproson as far as the knotted 
rope on the route to the Forty Yard 
Level.

Friday 5th to Saturday 13th  - 
pre-EuroSpeleo week at Alston Moor 
– Club members, Roy Fellows, Steve 
Holding, Alan & Vicky Robinson 
and Paul Thorne, with persons from 
other clubs were involved with 
showing nine Eurospeleo delegates 
around on trips in the Alston Moor/
Nenthead area.

Wednesday 10th - Pontesford 
1784 Pumping Shaft - Ian Copper, 
Peter Eggleston, Andy Harris, Andy 
Kennelly, Evan Kinsley, Kelvin Lake 
and Andy Wood were involved in 
clearing rubbish from the shaft top.

Saturday 13th to Saturday 20th 
- Main EuroSpeleo Conference – 
Club members present were Steve 
Holding, Kelvin Lake, Mike Moore, 
Allan Richardson, Alan & Vicky 
Robinson and Idris Williams. Alan 
and Vicky had a trip on the Sunday 
around White Scar cave beyond the 
public areas.

On the Monday, Kelvin, Alan, 
Vicky and Idris (with Kevin Baker 
and Cara Allison) had trips down 
Gaping Gill (most walking from the 
Dalesbridge conference site - Steve 
walked up Ingleborough while they 
were underground).

On Wednesday Steve, Alan and 
Vicky went part way down Alun Pot 
and through Long Churn.

Wednesday 17th - Snailbeach 
Roberts Level – Andy Wood and 
Ian Cooper took Lara Sproson to the 
Forty Yard Level for the first time.

Wednesday 24th - Potters Pit 
– descended by Adrian Champion 
(SMT), Julian Bromhead and Andy 
Wood.

Above: The cavers bar at EuroSpeleo - suspiciously quiet!

That’s because we were all underground  ... 
like in Gaping Gill main chamber (below)

The “Noisy” camping field at the International Caving Conference, 
EuroSpeleo 2016, Dalesbridge Centre, Austwick, Yorkshire with Thwaite 
Scars in the background - and loads of caves!

(Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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September 2016
Sunday 19th - Great Orme, 
Llandudno – Chris Andrews, Julian 
Bromhead, Stuart Cowper (plus wife 
and daughter), Evan Kinsey, Joe 
North, Allan Richardson and Andy 
Wood had a trip in Ty Gwyn level. 
Later in the day, Julian, Joe, Allan 
and Andy descended Roman shaft 
and had a tight, muddy trip through 
the Old mine.

Thursday 22nd - Snailbeach, 
Roberts Level - Steve Holding, Neal 
Rushton and Andy Wood descended 
to the Forty Yard level and carried 
out a bit of gardening on the new 
alternative bottom section of the 
‘Scenic Route’.

Wednesday 28th - Huglith 
- Steve Holding, Richard Silk 
and Andy Wood entered Badger 
Level and descended to the main 
tramming level. It was found that a 
new pen has been built for rearing 
the pheasants - this comes right 
up against the track up. We met 
one of the gamekeepers and had a 
friendly chat, he asked if we could 
avoid returning that route as he was 
concerned about disturbance to the 
birds if we passed in the dark, with 
lights.

October 2016
Saturday 15th - MCRO Ironbridge 
Exercise Simul. Many SCMC 
members were involved with 
Midlands Cave Rescue Organisation 

Andy Wood clearing 
rubbish from the 1784 
Pumping Shaft at  
Pontesford, August 10th. 

(Kelvin Lake - 
I.A.Recordings)

and the multi-agency and multi-
scenario rescue practice in the 
Ironbridge Gorge. A BIG thanks to 
all involved, who helped make it a 
very successful day.

15th to 30th - Various SCMC 
members were exploring mines 
in the Nenthead, and other North 
Pennine areas – see separate report.

Above: Red Cross and MCRO team 
members moving a stretcher casualty 
up the steps by the Tar Tunnel, 
Coalport during Exercise SIMUL.

(Peter Eggleston - I.A.Recordings)

Below, left: Steve Holding with a Tar 
Tunnel casualty.          (Ian Cooper)
Below, right: Evacuating a casualty 
from Lincoln Hill Tunnel.   (Ian Cooper)

SCMC Trip Reports, August - October 2016
Continued ...
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A narrow single track road leads up 
the Biros valley deep into the central 
Pyrenées. It is alpine in appearance 
with many wooden structures for 
housing or feeding animals and 
few dwellings. At the end of the 
valley, the road stops abruptly as the 
mountains rear up to the Spanish 
border. There is a small village 
here, Eylie, once a centre of mining 
activity but now a staging post for 
mountain walkers with a bunkhouse 
and picnic areas.

High up in the mountains above, lead 
and zinc mines operated for more 
than a hundred years. The Mail de 
Bulard mine with six levels between 
2,500m and 2,700m was the highest 
in Europe.

At 1,900m the mine de Bentaillou, 
having been bought by an English 
company in 1878, employed 500 
miners in 1907 and worked until 
the mid 1950s. The ‘miners’ path’ 
up to this site was also used as a 
smugglers’ route into Spain during 
the war years. In a further piece of 
entrepreneurship, the French worked 
two mines, Fourcail and Montoulieu, 
that were actually over the top of the 
mountains and in Spain!

Getting the ore down to the valley 
for processing was a serious 
problem, at first performed by mule 
or ox cart and later a number of 
ropeways were constructed. Also, 
a number of tramways were built 
high in the mountains using the 
Decauville system of lightweight 
pre-constructed track sections (www.
pralymania.com/Decauville.html).

Le Bocard d’Eylie
Andy Wood

Alpine type huts at Eylie 
and the view up the 
valley.

All pictures: Andy Wood

Below: View of the 
whole processing mill site 
from east side of valley.

Above: View South, up the site. Above: View North, down the site.

Left: A warning sign at the entrance to the site.

Above: The ore feed route into the processing mill.

http://www.pralymania.com/Decauville.html
http://www.pralymania.com/Decauville.html
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During the severe winters, some 
sections were dismantled and stored 
in tunnels until spring melted the 
snow.

Fluctuations in metal prices caused 
various mine closures at different 
times. After World War II, mining 
resumed but a decade later (1954-
1955) another drop in lead and zinc 
prices resulted in the permanent 
closure of the mines. Despite two 
unsuccessful attempts to reopen in 
1963 and 1972, the mine sites were 
abandoned. 

There are remains of miners’ 
barracks, mine buildings, aerial 
ropeway stations and pylons and 
other artefacts scattered over the 
mountainsides and it had been my 
intention to climb up to see some 
of these. However, for the end 
of June the weather was awful, 
with dense low cloud even down 
at Eylie and continuous light rain 
– not good conditions for scaling 
steep mountains with which I was 
unfamiliar. Instead, I was able to 
explore the processing plant in Eylie.

The site is fenced off and has 
imposing locked gates with notices 
announcing that it was to be 
conserved and there was absolutely 
no admittance. However, around 
the back, an enterprising local had 
peeled back a section of fencing so 
that he could use one of the buildings 
to store his excavator. Thus I had 
full access to the remains. (Note, the 
internet shows vehicle access to the 
buildings but severe erosion of the 
river bank has closed the access.)

Le Bocard d’Eylie
Continued ...

There are at least three different aerial 
ropeways feeding ore down from the south, 
the east and the west with obvious remains 
and there is even a barred adit next to the 
site. There is some evidence of short ropeway 
links from the termini of the incoming 
ropeways to the top of the site where the ore 
hopper is. The plant is arranged down the side 
of the hill so the hopper feeds the crusher and 
so on.

(Note: putting the mine names into google 
and YouTube will bring up fascinating views 
of the remains up the mountains. Also, Les 
Riley who gave a talk at the SMT annual 
dinner in 2013 (about iron mines) was there a 
month after me and had brilliant weather. He 
has good photos taken up the mountain.)

Above: Ball mill. Above: Ball mill & Archimedes screw.

Left: The crusher.

Below: A pair of shaking tables.

Left: The forge in 
the engineering 
workshop.

Below: Possibly pumps?

All pictures:
Andy Wood
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Le Bocard d’Eylie
Continued ...

Above: Machine room at the top of the plant. Above: Ropeway base station on the East side of river.
Below: One of the ropeway buckets. Below: South Ropeway base station.

Above: Sheave wheel and unloading area of West 
ropeway

Above: West side 
ropeway terminal, 
above Bocard.

Left: Brake and 
winding drum 
mechanism at the 
West side ropeway 
terminal, above 
Bocard.

Right: Adit to Eylie 
mine on the site.

All pictures: Andy Wood
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George Hall Conference and Old Snailbeach Mine Photographs
Ivor Brown

A one day conference was held on 24th September 2016 
to commemorate the work of George Hall, a member 
of the SCMC since 1963 (see ‘Below 2013.3’). About 
60 persons attended and various speakers described 
George’s life and work in Wales. I described his interests 
over the border in Shropshire.

George’s grandfather, was apparently a master at a 
Shrewsbury school in about 1900 and his son Tom, 
George’s father, was born and brought up in the area and 
was eventually apprenticed to the North Staffordshire 
Railway. The family had some photographs of 
Shropshire mines (they were friendly with the Eddowes 
family, see ‘Below 1996.2’, who were involved with the 
mines). George had inherited these photos and had spent 
some time studying the mines involved.

In 1975 George lent the photos to the speaker on 
condition that, while they could be used for reference 
in the preservation work of the buildings, they must not 
be published until he had finished writing his proposed 
book on the South Shropshire Mines.

No book has been published and no manuscript has 
been found although until very recently George was 
still talking about it. George’s son Tom has now given 
permission for the photos to be used and they were 
shown at the conference. They show the structures 
at Snailbeach mine in about 1900. They leave many 
questions such as “Who took them?”  Was it George’s 
father or grandfather or someone else? Where are the 
original copies or the negatives? (some have now been 
found but not all). Who is the person leaving the cage 
in one photo? George left the impression that it was a 
family member (see photo 1).

Where is the manuscript of the proposed book? George 
always said he was working on it but nothing has yet 
been found in his effects. However, a 23 page paper 
called ‘The Prospects of the Shropshire Lead Mines’ 
by George W. Hall written after 1958 has been found 
in a mining consultant’s library. Was this the basis for 
George’s proposed book? A copy is now held by Ivor 
Brown. Discussion on the points raised above did not 
provide any answers.

Bearing in mind all possible copyright problems would it 
be appropriate for the SCMC to reproduce this paper?

Ivor Brown only knows of one paper ever published by 
George on Shropshire mines, this is ‘The Bog Mine’ 
published in ‘The Mining Magazine’ 1990. George is 
known to have produced an index to all Shropshire mines 
mentioned over a certain period in ‘The Mining Journal’. 
His executors intend to publish this.

The writer would like to thank Kelvin Lake and Rob 
Vernon for assisting in the production of the paper which, 
with the photos, will be published in the conference 
proceedings.

1. Above: Miners leaving the cage at Snailbeach c1900.
2. Side view of Old or George’s Shaft headframe c1900.

(Pictures: George Hall Collection)

 3. Panoramic view of Snailbeach c1900.
(George Hall Collection)

View a larger version of this image at the end of this issue. 

Kelvin
Highlight
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The Inner Hebrides have numerous 
fissure caves around their coasts. 
These are often difficult to access, 
being at the bases of sheer cliffs. 
However, on the island of Colonsay 
there are a collection of caves readily 
reached from the beach at Kiloran 
Bay, which I explored on a visit to 
the island at the end of April this 
year.

Three of the caves are at the north 
end of the bay, at the inlet of Port 
Easdail. To the north at NR 4039 
9857 is Uamh Heorredh or Uamh 
Shiorruidh (the Endless Cave), 
immediately south of it at NR 4041 
9857 is Uamh na Mine (the Meal 
Cave) and at a higher level at NR 
4041 9858 is Uamh-a-baintighearna 
or the Ladies’ Cave (Fig 1). At the 
south of the bay, at NR 3959 9792 is 
Uamh Ur or the New Cave.

Uamh Heorredh
Uamh Heorredh  has a narrow 
entrance, opening into a main 
chamber (Fig 2). The main 
passage eventually narrows to 
an impenetrable fissure but from 
the main chamber there is a side 
chamber, marked off by a drystone 
wall. The floor of this is covered 
with limpet shells, the remains 
of a “shell midden”. These are 
usually considered to date from the 
Mesolithic and were dumped by 
the hunters who lived at this remote 
period (c6,000 BC).

The cave was probably used over 
numerous generations as a shelter by 
these people who moved from place 
to place according to the seasons to 
hunt and fish (see https://canmore.
org.uk/site/38171/colonsay-port-
easdail-uamh-heorredh).

Uamh na Mine
Uamh na Mine has a similar narrow 
entrance, made unappealing after 
about 10 yards by a spring that 
discharges down it. Beyond this, 
a large chamber opens up (Fig 3). 
Straight ahead are two passages 
either side of a large block that 
must have fallen from the roof; the 

Caves at Kiloran Bay, Colonsay
David Poyner

Figure 1:
Three entrances

A: Uamh Heorredh/
Shiorruidh

B: Uamh-a-
baintighearna

C: Uamh na Mine.
(David Poyner)

A

B

C

Figure 2:
The main chamber 
in Uamh Heorredh, 
with the main 
passage behind the 
intrepid author and 
the side passage 
with the shell 
midden to the right.

(Roger Chittock)

Figure 3:
Uamh na Mine, 
looking back to the 
entrance from the 
end of the main 
chamber.

(David Poyner)

Figure 4:
Flow stone 
formation in the 
northern passage 
at the end of the 
main chamber, 
Uamh na Mine.

(Roger Chittock)

https://canmore.org.uk/site/38171/colonsay-port-easdail-uamh-heorredh
https://canmore.org.uk/site/38171/colonsay-port-easdail-uamh-heorredh
https://canmore.org.uk/site/38171/colonsay-port-easdail-uamh-heorredh
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northerly one has some attractive 
flow stone formations reached after 
an easy crawl (Fig 4). I suspect the 
cave is perhaps 100 yards long. 

There are two other passages on 
the north side of the chamber. The 
first of these is a sporting crawl, 
made worthwhile by the flow stone 
formation which can almost be 
seen at the end (I ended up pointing 
my camera at it and hoping it was 
pointing in the correct direction, (see 
Fig 5)).

Close to the entrance there is meant 
to be a midden but I did not see 
this. At the entrance there is also a 
large boulder with prehistoric cup 
marks carved on it; another feature I 
missed.

The midden has yielded material 
from possibly the iron age to the 16th 
century but probably originated as 
another Mesolithic shell midden (see 
https://canmore.org.uk/site/38211/
colonsay-kiloran-bay-uamh-na-
mine).

Uamh-a-baintighearna
Uamh-a-baintighearna is a shallow 
rock shelter, with boulders piled up 
against the wall to make a bench (Fig 
6). I suspect this may be an 18th or 
19th century improvement, as was 
perhaps the steps up to the cave. The 
floor is said to be of clay, beneath 
which is another shell midden 
(https://canmore.org.uk/site/38170/
colonsay-port-easdail-uamh-a-
baintighearna). 

The best thing about this cave is the 
view back over the bay, probably the 
reason for the bench.

Uamh Ur
I am not sure if found Uamh Ur. It 
is described as 40’ above the beach, 
with the entrance reached after a 
scramble over boulders and with 
a spring in its one corner (https://
canmore.org.uk/site/37881/colonsay-
uamh-ur-kiloran-bay).

A video on U-tube:
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=mKVC2CoafMY
shows a transit through the cave.

There is a hole in the roof at one 
point and then a second, larger hole 
allows exit to the surface.

A legend relates how a MacPhee hid 
from raiders in the cave in the 16th 
Century but was killed by an arrow 
fired down one of the holes. 

I found something that resembles 
the gully in the right place according 
to the grid reference and after a 
scramble over wet rocks, did reach a 
cave (Fig 7).

However, after a short while the 
entrance was choked. I may have 
got the wrong gulley. The video 
indicates that the cave has some nice 
stalactites.

One to be explored further on 
another visit!

Figure 5:
Flow stone at the 
end of a tight crawl 
in the first of the 
passages on the 
north side of the 
main chamber, 
Uamh na Mine.

(David Poyner)

Figure 6:
Uamh-a-
baintighearna

(David Poyner)

Figure 7:
Gully leading to a 
cave in the vicinity 
of Uamh Ur.

The cave mouth is 
at the far end.

(David Poyner)

Caves at Kiloran Bay, Colonsay
Continued ...

https://canmore.org.uk/site/38211/colonsay-kiloran-bay-uamh-na-mine
https://canmore.org.uk/site/38211/colonsay-kiloran-bay-uamh-na-mine
https://canmore.org.uk/site/38211/colonsay-kiloran-bay-uamh-na-mine
https://canmore.org.uk/site/38170/colonsay-port-easdail-uamh-a-baintighearna
https://canmore.org.uk/site/38170/colonsay-port-easdail-uamh-a-baintighearna
https://canmore.org.uk/site/38170/colonsay-port-easdail-uamh-a-baintighearna
https://canmore.org.uk/site/37881/colonsay-uamh-ur-kiloran-bay
https://canmore.org.uk/site/37881/colonsay-uamh-ur-kiloran-bay
https://canmore.org.uk/site/37881/colonsay-uamh-ur-kiloran-bay
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKVC2CoafMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKVC2CoafMY
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News Round-Up 2

Ripon “Sinkhole”
On the evening of Wednesday 9th 
November a hole measuring about 
20m (66ft) by 10m (33ft) and 9m 
(30ft) deep opened up in the back 
garden of two houses in Magdalen’s 
Road, Ripon.

Harrogate Borough Council 
evacuated the occupants of 12 
properties in the row of houses 
after the hole caused a sewer pipe 
connected to the terrace to collapse. 

Luckily no-one has been injured due 
to the collapse, which was initially 
confined to the back gardens of 
two of the properties. However, as 
surrounding ground settled into the 
hole cracks started appearing in the 
ground and walls nearby.

In 2014, a 100-year-old detached 
house in nearby Magdalen’s Close 
was demolished after a 25ft-wide 
sinkhole opened up.

According to the British Geological 
Survey, Ripon is situated on Permian 
gypsum deposits surrounded by 
limestone, which makes it one of the 
most susceptible areas of the UK for 
sinkholes as the gypsum dissolves 
more quickly than the limestone.

News Reports, 11th November 2016

Gedling Colliery 25
years on

About 200 former miners from 
Gedling Colliery, Notts, gathered on 
the 7th November at the site of the 
pit to mark 25 years since it closed. 
The colliery is believed to have been 
one of the biggest mines in terms of 
manpower, employing about 2,000 
men in the 1950s and 1960s.

Coal was last extracted from Gedling 
Colliery, on 7th November 1991, 
despite being identified as one of 
three mines in the early 1980s that 
could have had a “long term” future. 

In it’s heyday between the 1950s and 
1970s Gelding was known as the 
“Pit of Nations” due to the diverse 
multi-national workforce (there were 
25 different nationalities working in 
the pit and 10% of the workforce was 
black). 

A National Lottery-funded 
project was started in September 
2016 to collate and record the 
work experiences of former 
Nottinghamshire black miners.

During the event the former miners 
toured the memorial gardens where 
a commemoration was held at the 
Gedling Miners Lamp, a memorial to 
the more than 120 miners who died 
in the pit over its lifetime. They also 
viewed plans for a new visitor centre.

BBC News, 7th November 2016

South Crofty Reopens?
Canadian mining firm Strongbow 
presented their plans to restart the 
Cornish tin mining industry at a 
public meeting in Cornwall College 
in early October. Strongbow CEO 
Richard Williams told the meeting 
there had never been a better 
opportunity to resume mining.

The current world price of tin is 
$20,000 a tonne – up from $13,000 a 
tonne at the start of the year.

US reserves of the metal are 
depleting fast, while China’s reserves 
are falling. At the same time, 
demand from the manufacturers of 
electronics, touch screens and lead-
free solder sees no sign of slipping.

It is estimated some 10,000 tonnes 
of concentrate (pure mineral) can 
be produced annually. Strongbow is 
planning to invest $100m (£77m) in 
Crofty, with the hope of returning 
to full production and a 200-strong 
workforce by 2020. Crofty’s mining 
licence is valid until 2071, so they 
claim they will be there for decades!

Let’s hope this scheme is more 
successful than previous ones from 
the likes of BaseResult Holdings, 
Western United Mines and Celeste 
Copper, all of whom planned to 
reopen Crofty following its closure 
in 1998 (after the 1985 crash in 
world tin prices).

Western Morning News & Plymouth 
Herald, 26th October 2016

Loo with a Secret
A fascinating secret radio station and 
bunker has been featured on a short 
BBC video on their website

www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-37947840

Designed to be used by a British 
resistance army, known as the 
Auxiliary Unit, in the event of a 
German invasion during World 
War Two. The method of access is 
certainly novel - it would make for 
a moving experience if you were on 
the toilet when someone came out 
the bunker!

New Dinosaur Found
A newly discovered species of 
dinosaur has been identified from a 
complete fossil almost destroyed by 
workers on a construction site as they 
were blasting rocks in the Nanxiong 
Formation in Jiangxi Province, 
southern China.

The  fossil, about the size of a sheep, 
is part of a group of very advanced 
bird-like, feathered dinosaurs called 
oviraptorosaurs, the last group of 
dinosaurs to blossom before the 
asteroid hit!

The new creature has been named 
Tongtianlong limosus, “muddy 
dragon on the road to heaven”. It was 
preserved raising its beaked head, 
with feathered wings outstretched in 
the mud it was stuck in when it died 
72 million years ago.

Researchers, from China and the 
UK, say the fossil is particularly 
special for the insight it provides 
into the evolutionary transition from 
dinosaurs to birds.

Details of the discovery has been 
published in the journal “Nature 
Scientific Reports”

Reference
“A Late Cretaceous diversification 
of Asian oviraptorid dinosaurs: 
evidence from a new species 
preserved in an unusual posture”, 
Scientific Reports 6, Article number: 
35780 (2016)

www.nature.com/articles/
srep35780

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-37947840
http://www.nature.com/articles/srep35780
http://www.nature.com/articles/srep35780
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The Great Telford Opencast Site in the 1970s, part 4: Archaeology
Ivor Brown

As mentioned in the last issue 
of ‘Below!’ there was far more 
‘archaeology’ to be seen in the Clares 
Lane and Old Park opencast sites 
than in the previous sites, but the 
same general principles applied. Old 
workings were found in virtually 
every seam, but mainly in clay and 
coal, although it was obvious that 
ironstone had been worked where 
available.

Many old workings could be 
found in the site walls, but as with 
all opencast sites these were not 
explored for reasons of safety (see 
Photo 1).

The old workings encountered in 

The Old Park Ironworks, Dawley, founded by Thomas 
Botfield in 1790, was in the early years of the 19th 
century the second largest ironworks in Great Britain. 
In the early l870s it comprised four blast furnaces, 
thirty puddling furnaces and three rolling mills, but it 
ceased operation in l877. The slag tips were quarried 
for road metals in the early 20th century, and nothing 
significant remained on the surface when an extensive 
open cast mining and land reclamation project began 
in the area in 1975. On 19 November 1976 the Museum 
was informed by Dr. Ivor Brown, mining engineer for 
Telford Development Corporation, that part of the 
ironworks had been discovered during the operations, 
and it was agreed with the Development Corporation, 
the National Coal Board, and the contractors that work 
should be delayed for a fortnight to enable excavations 
to take place. The Development Corporation made 
some money available for the hire of a suitable machine 
for excavation, which was supervised by Museum 
staff and photographed daily by a local freelance 
photographer.

The first feature revealed was the base of one of the 
blast furnaces, and the semi-dressed stone retaining 
wall to the charging area. The excavator followed 
the wall along, carefully revealing other features.  
Unfortunately the opencast operations had removed 
all the material around the base of the furnace to 
well below tapping level, but as a result the striking 
foundations of the furnace were revealed. The furnace 
had been built on top of a four foot thick layer of sand, 
which due to the effects of heat varied in hue from 
bright red to purple. This sand had been contained by 
a double ring of firebricks, on which was placed the 
massive sandstone bed of the furnace. This bed had 
become fused with the molten iron and slag during 
its operation. The furnace core was surrounded by 
sandstone rubble loosely mortared together, on which 
the furnace stack would have been built.

To the west of the first furnace was found a pair of large 

sandstone blocks with no evidence of any heat effect. It 
was quickly realised that these blocks, approximately 
five feet square and two feet thick, were the base of 
a furnace which had not been commissioned. The 
firebrick walls which were adjacent to them were 
mortared with clay which had not been subjected to 
heat, and the two walls leading up to this block from 
the retaining wall appeared to be the entrance to a 
tuyere arch. At the base of the retaining wall was a two 
feet diameter brick culvert which could have served 
either for drainage or as a blast main.

To the west of this unfinished furnace were the 
remains of three brick buildings, all at right angles to 
the retaining wall. The two nearest the furnace base 
had been barrel-arched, whereas the third, which lay 
beyond the retaining wall, had brick piers around the 
walls at approximately five foot intervals, and was 
probably a blowing engine house.

The site revealed the presence of four “bears” the last 
charges of the old furnaces which had been rolled from 
their original positions and buried. Two were about 7 
feet long by 4 feet in diameter, but the other two were 
much larger, approximately 10 feet long by six feet in 
diameter. These bears were mixtures of iron, sandstone, 
slag and brick and samples of each were taken. The 
largest must have weighed about sixty tons.

Further to the west were the remains of a brickworks, 
and to the east there were remains of further substantial 
buildings, though not of furnaces.  To the south were 
deep ash layers, probably on the site of calcining and 
coke burning areas. During the excavation a furnace 
beam was found, and two sections of plate rails, one 
with the inscription “OLD PARK IRONWORKS” and 
the other ”....AND B.BOTFIELD”.

The excavation ended on Wednesday 1 December, 
and the last remains of the Old Park Ironworks were 
destroyed the following morning.

Box 1: Ironworks Excavations, by S.B.Smith, IGMT
(from Friends of Ironbridge Gorge Museum Newsletter No.26, February 1977

the main seams all followed the 
principles described previously 
and some of the so called ‘bell pits’ 
went into definite narrow heading 
workings as found on other sites. It 
appeared that some workings were 
so shallow that they could have been 
entered from some of the cellars 
beneath the earlier miners cottages!

Unfortunately there was no 
archaeologist permanently on site 
and so much of interest would have 
been missed. The opencast workers 
did however collect any ironwork 
found partly because it could cause 
problems with the tyres on vehicles 
and with the preparation of the coal, 
but also because it could be sold 

for scrap. It is generally considered 
to be a perk for the workers to sell 
scrap and to put money raised into a 
tea-fund! 

This was discouraged on this 
site because it was not owned 
by the NCB, but by the TDC the 
developers of the New Town, who 
had “purchased” all old workings 
and shafts within certain limits. 
They were interested in saving as 
many artefacts as they could for 
the Ironbridge Gorge Museum. The 
Corporation were able to save the 
bulk of the artefacts located in the 
vicinity of the exposed old ironworks 
area (see report, Box 1 and Photo 2).
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Many large fossilised tree trunks 
were also found in the measures 
removed by opencasting and an 
interesting specimen was dug out and 
presented to the Corporation by the 
Contractors. This was “replanted” in 
its vertical position in the grounds of 
TDC headquarters, Priorslee Hall, 
now part of the University (see Photo 

The Great Telford Opencast Site in the 1970s, part 4: Archaeology
Continued ...

3 and ‘Below 2012.2’ page 9).

By far the most significant feature 
located was the remains of Botfields’ 
first Old Park Furnaces, worked 1790 
to 1877. This was excavated by the 
Ironbridge Gorge Museum and part 
of their report, written by Stuart 
Smith, is a reproduced here in Box 1.

At this time an evening tour of the 
site by coach was arranged to allow 
the public to examine the workings 
and remains of the furnace.

At 60 pence per head this tour 
proved so popular that 3 separate 
evening tours had to be organised.

Photo 1: Old mine workings uncovered 
in the high wall Old Park Opencast Site in 
1976.

(Ivor Brown Collection)

Photo 2: The writer beside the fossil tree stump 
(sigillaria) in the front garden of Priorslee Hall, 1976.

(Shropshire Star)

Photo 3, below: Suspected site of the Old Park 
ironworks and furnace site in 1965.

(Ivor Brown Collection)
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Colliery Guardian, 1st June 1861
RefReshment houses foR WoRkmen

The Company carrying on the old Park Works, shifnal have wisely provided 
refreshment houses for their workmen, at which soup, tea, coffee etc. can be 
had at cost price. two cups of coffee and four pieces of bread and butter may 
be had for 3d. and a basin of soup for one-penny. newspapers are on the table 
for use, and the rooms are comfortably furnished. We sincerely hope they may 
succeed in getting them patronised by the colliers and others in their employ. 
Beriah Botfield esq. mP of stirchley Ironworks, has given notice to his Charter-
masters and others holding office under him at the ironworks, that they must 
either give up keeping public houses or else leave his employ. The practice against 
which mr. Botfield has set his face has long been a nuisance very severely felt 
by the men, and still more by their families. We would commend this step and 
that taken by the old Park Company to the attention of canal and ironmasters, 
more especially to those of south staffordshire.

- from our correspondant.

Box 3

The Great Telford Opencast Site in the 1970s, part 4: Archaeology
Continued ...

Salop County Council: Adult Education

THE OLD PARK MINING AREA - A field trip
On Monday June 14th, 1976

Fee: 60p. (20p. for OAPs, 30p. for those under 18)
Leader: Dr. Ivor Brown.
**********************************************************************************
The Old Park area at the northern end of the parish, of Dawley was once one of the 
busiest industrial areas in the Coalbrookdale coalfield. It was extensively mined 
for coal and ironstone, and from 1790 until about 1877 was the site of the Old 
Park Ironworks, which in 1804 was the second largest in the world, with four blast 
furnaces and extensive forges.

The area is now once more being mined, but by open cast methods, and by June it is 
likely that there will be many remains of old mine workings to be seen, as well 
as, possibly, some relics of the Ironworks. Without any doubt there will be a great 
deal of geological interest as many different seams will be exposed in several 
places. The open cast workings are very extensive and this field trip will take the 
form of a tour by coach (the cost of which is included in the fee). Students should 
wear boots and appropriate clothing.
                                                             :

The trip will start from the car park at the Sainsburys end of the Telford Town 
Centre at 7.00 p.m., and will conclude at 9.00 p.m. Prior enrolment is essential. 
Please use the attached tear-off slip.

Organised by the Adult Education Tutor for Historical Studies.                                       
**********************************************************************************
To The Secretary College Hill House, College Hill, Shrewsbury.

Please enrol me for the OLD PARK MINING AREA field-trip on Monday 14th. June.

I enclose remittance for 60p. (adult) 30p. (under 18) 20p. (OAP)
(Cross out whichever do not apply. Make cheques payable to ‘Salop County Council’)

Name........................................................
Address.....................................................
Telephone.............................

Box 2
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The writer has never heard of similar opencast site tours 
elsewhere in the UK (see Box 2).

Unfortunately the writer never found evidence of the 
‘Refreshment Houses for Workmen’ as described in the 
Colliery Guardian, 1st June 1861 (Box 2). It is possible 
however that this may have been off-site or at the later 
Old Park Furnaces nearer Stirchley (Box 3).

The Great Telford Opencast Site in the 1970s, part 4: Archaeology
Continued ...

Reference
For further reference to the archaeological dig see:
 “Ironworks Excavations, Old Park 1976” by 

S.B.Smith in AIA Bulletin 3/6 1977.

This article also refers to a “lengthier report” to be 
produced when samples have been analysed. No such 
report has yet been found.

Photo 4: Old Park Furnaces  & 
Ironworks site as exposed by open 
casting in December 1976. 

W.H.Williams in the foreground.

(Ivor Brown Collection)

Photo 5: Views of the earliest 
Old Park Blast Furnace, during 
excavations by the Ironbridge Gorge 
Museum Trust, lead by Stuart Smith 
in 1976.

(Ivor Brown Collection)

Photo 6: IGMT excavations of the 
earliest Old Park Furnace.

(Ivor Brown Collection)
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What the Papers Said - “Wellington Journal & Shrewsbury News”

Fatality at Broseley.
henry Williams, 56, married man, was killed on tuesday 
morning when working in messrs. W. and P. Jones’s clay pit 
at the Calcutts. A quantity of rock fell upon him, and the 
poor fellow was taken home, where Dr. Boon discovered 
that his back and thigh were broken and also several of his 
ribs. shortly after the doctor had attended to the injuries 
Williams expired. Deceased leaves a widow, and had not 
long resumed work after being laid up with a broken arm.

At the napoleon Inn, Broseley Wood, on Wednesday, 
mr. f. h. Potts, borough coroner, held an inquiry on the 
body.— mr. hugh R. make-peace, inspector of mines, 
was present.— edward Williams stated that deceased, who 
was 56 years old, was his father. he was a clay miner and 
had lived in Broseley Wood. Deceased worked for Charles 
R. Jones at the Calcutts Pit, Jackfield, which belonged to 
mr. W. Jones. he went to work at six o’clock on tuesday 
morning, and was brought home hurt at half past nine on 
the same day, and died half-an-hour afterwards.

James Gittens stated that he was under-ground manager 
for Charles Richard Jones. he had worked at the pits since 
January, and on tuesday he went down the pit with deceased 
about six o’clock in the morning, but before they began 
work he inspected the place and discovered that the sides 
were unsafe. he gave deceased orders to make things safe. 
Witness and deceased worked together till nine o’clock, 
when Gittens said he was going to his breakfast. he left 
Williams driving a wedge in, and when witness had gone 
about ten yards, he heard deceased shout “o Lord, save 
me.” he immediately went to his assistance, and found 
him lying face downwards, and a large lump of clay upon 
him— about 500 cwt. fell. steventon and others came to 
the rescue, and they got deceased out of the pit as soon 
as possible.

Cross-examined by the Inspector: he started deceased to 
work at 6-30, to take off the loose sides from the roadway. 
They commenced to work at the place where the accident 
happened, about 20 past 8 o’clock. Deceased used a hammer, 
wedge, and pick, and when Williams was extricated they 
found the pick on his right foot. he did not use the pick 
until witness left him. The clay on the top over-hung a foot 
or more, and it was full of slips and joints. Deceased had 
been accustomed to dressing the sides, and was very careful.

Joseph steventon, clay miner, said he lived near the Bridge 
Gate, and was working in the pit when the accident occurred. 
he was filling a draught of clay when he heard the clay fail. 
he went to assist Gittens.

Dr. Boon (Broseley) deposed that he saw the deceased about 
9-30 when he was brought home in a cart. on examination 
he found his right thigh was fractured and several ribs broken 

on the life side. The abdomen was also swollen. he expired 
20 minutes after witness saw him. There was no doubt the 
injuries were caused by being crushed.

The Inspector said he had examined the place that afternoon. 
The clay was very much broken and full of joints and slips, 
and from all the marks and indications round about the 
place deceased had been apparently working on the side as 
he ought to, but from the marks of the tool against the roof 
and the position in which he lay it appeared that deceased 
had actually gone in front of the stone he was trying to 
pull over, the result being the stone fell, and he was crushed 
against the opposite side. It was a careless and dangerous act, 
and he knew many accidents had resulted from the same 
thing, and he had, had to caution men about it.

The Coroner remarked that it was a clear case of accident, 
and if there was any negligence it lay with deceased.— The 
jury returned a verdict of “ Accidental death.”

18th June 1898

BRoseLeY
funeRAL of moDeRn mAson.

on saturday the remains of the late henry Williams of 
Broseley Wood, the victim of the recent colliery accident 
at Jackfield, as reported in last week’s issue of the Journal, 
were interred in Broseley cemetery. 

A large number of miners followed, and the Jackfield lodge 
of modern masons (of which society deceased had been a 
member) also testified to the respect in which he was held, 
by sending a large deputation. The officiating clergyman 
was the Rev. G. f. Lamb, m.A., rector.

25th June 1898

BRoseLeY DIstRICt CounCIL.
The usual meeting was held on Wednesday; present:—
Captain D. L. Prestage (chairman),
Alderman J. A. exley,
Councillors P. Jones,
W. e. southern,
e. G. exley,
W. mear, 
R. A. Instone, 
messrs. G. Cooper (town clerk), 
G. stevenson (surveyor), and J. Dixon (rate collector).

the CoLLeCtoR AnD fInAnCe.
The collector stated he had collected £138 8s. 10d. of 
the rate, which left £123 outstanding, out of which he 
estimated £23 voids.—The Clerk thought the voids were 
more than usual.—The Collector remarked that there were 
three £40 pits standing.

2nd July 1898
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Chinese Mine Disaster
All 33 miners trapped in Jinshangou 
coal mine, (south-west Chongqing 
region, China) by an explosion have 
been found dead. Rescuers had been 
working round the clock to reach the 
miners since the blast on the morning 
of Monday 31st October. Two miners 
escaped alive.

The cause of the explosion is not 
clear. Local authorities have ordered 
an investigation into the incident and 
ordered smaller coal mines in the 
region to close temporarily.

China is the world’s largest 
producer and consumer of coal. 
The Jinshangou mine is licensed to 
produce 60,000 tonnes of coal a year.

News Report, 2nd November 2016

A £250,000 project to review the 
county’s entire collection of fossils 
and geological samples started in 
May.

The Fossils In Shropshire (FISh) 
project is a government-funded 
scheme to digitally catalogue what 
is recognised as an internationally 
important collection – and then make 
the entire contents available online.

The project is being paid for by a 
grant from the Treasury’s Libor fund 
and will be carried out at Ludlow 
Museum Resource Centre (LMRC) 
on Parkway.

A small team, contracted by The 
Friends of Ludlow Museum, 

have started work on the 41,000 
strong collections of fossils, rocks 
and minerals. They are making 
a specimen by specimen check 
of the collection and testing out 
photographic techniques and 3D 
imaging methods. Volunteers are also 
joining the project team.

The project is expected to take 
about three years to complete and 
the resulting digital catalogue will 
be accessible from both the British 
Geological Survey website, and the 
Discovering Shropshire History 
website.

The grant has proved a boost 
for LMRC, and for Shropshire 
Museum’s Service, as the future of 

both is uncertain as talks continue 
over whether a new museum’s trust 
or a private firm could take over 
venues currently run by Shropshire 
Council. The authority has 
announced its own museums budget 
will be cut to zero in 2017, though 
that will not affect the Libor fund 
grant.

More information about the FISh 
project, including blogs and images, 
will be posted on the project 
website fishproject2020.wix.com as 
cataloguing progresses - although the 
website does not seem to exist at the 
moment.

Shropshire Star, 18th May 2016

Shropshire Fossil Project (FISh)

Myanmar Jade Mine
Hit by Mystery Object
A large cylindrical metal object, 
4.5m (15ft) long and 1.2m wide, 
fell from the sky on Thursday 10th 
November into a jade mining area in 
Kachin state, north Myanmar.

Another piece of metal with Chinese 
writing on it went through the roof 
of a nearby house at about the same 
time, but no injuries were reported.

It is thought that the incident might 
be related to the launch of a Chinese 
Long March 11 rocket from the 
Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre on 
Wednesday 9th November, carrying 
an experimental satellite.

BBC News Reports,
11th November 2016

A Brazilian court has ordered 
Brazil’s Samarco and Vale, and 
London-listed BHP Billiton, the two 
firms behind the Samarco mine, to 
pay an initial $350m to help clean up 
the country’s worst environmental 
disaster.

The collapse of a dam in November 
2015, containing contaminated water 
and mud at the iron ore mine, killed 
17 people. The payment is to fund 
initial work, and the firms now have 
six months to present plans to clean 
up the remaining waste.

In October, prosecutors filed 
homicide charges against 21 people. 
The accused were employed at the 
time by the companies involved. 
According to prosecutors, the 
companies were aware there was a 
risk of collapse but ignored it. The 
companies rejected the charges and 
said they would defend their staff.

Before the case can go to trial, the 
charges need to be approved by a 
judge.

BBC News Reports,
11th November 2016

Clean-up Order

News Round-Up 3

Cave Access Ltd.
Following discussions with Natural 
Resources Wales, Cave Access Ltd 
have added Hafna Mine to its access 
agreement. 

Hafna Mine is in the Gwydyr Forest, 
west of Llanrwst. It is close to Parc 
Mine - which is also covered by the 
access agreement.
There are plenty of surface walks 
around Hafna, but if you want to go 
underground you need to access it 
via level 3 and be very competent in 
SRT.

More information on the site and 
details of how to obtain a permit, for 
Hafna and other sites covered by the 
agreement can be found at:

www.caveaccess.co.uk

Dales Flooding
At the end of a fine sunny 
EuroSpeleo week in August, where 
dozens of caving trips had been 
made by the conference delegates the 
area was hit by torrential rain. The 
resultant flooding had some dramatic  
effects on the caves in the area.

Gaping Gill main chamber ended 
up with 10m deep water, while 
Ingleborough Cave and White Scar 
had floodwater flowing out the 
entrances. View the BBC White Scar 
footage:

bbc.in/2ghiKwm

http://www.caveaccess.co.uk
http://bbc.in/2ghiKwm
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The 2016 NAMHO Conference 
was hosted by the Mining Heritage 
Trust of Ireland (MHTI) between 
17th and 25th June 2016. There 
were 60+ persons on the delegate 
list – including Mike Clough, Peter 
Eggleston, Mike Moore and myself 
from SCMC.

There were quite a large number 
of persons from non-NAMHO 
organisations and rather less of 
the usual faces normally seen at 
NAMHO Conferences, but there was 
a good programme and hopefully 
the event has brought NAMHO and 
Mining Heritage to the notice of a 
wider group of people.

Friday 17th June
A limited numbers trip to Drummond 
Mine, Co. Cavan – to the best of my 
knowledge there were no SCMC 
members on this trip to a working 
gypsum mine but reports were that 
those participating had a good trip.

The evening had some introductory 
talks and celebration of 20 years of 
MHTI. A publication on “Celebrating 
the First Twenty Years of the 
Mining Heritage Trust of Ireland” 
was launched – the publication and 
one of the introductory talks gave 
significant recognition to the role that 
SCMC played in the formation of 
MHTI.

Saturday 18th June
This was a lecture-only day with 
‘Mining and Social Change’ being 
the topic. A rather fascinating and 
well presented, varied programme of 
talks – it was not just uncomfortable 
seats keeping me awake! Most 
presenters did not have what I would 
consider a clear mining background 
but they brought some interesting 
variations and different thoughts to 
mining heritage.

There was a well-attended 
Conference Dinner on the Saturday 
night with entertainment being 
provided by Irish folk musician 
Andy Irvine. Andy had written a 
couple of mining based songs for the 
event – one was based on the story of 

NAMHO Conference - Ireland, June 2016
Steve Holding

Nixie Boran who had been involved 
in the fighting associated with Irish 
independence and the civil war, 
before being a union leader in the 
Castlecomer Coal Mines – this went 
down particularly well as Nixie’s 
daughter had earlier in the day given 
an interesting summary of his life.

The first song had been about 
Irish-born, American union activist 
Mother Jones – after the song, we 
heard that another presenter, at the 
Conference, had recently received 
the ‘Mother Jones’ award for social 
history.

A wet day in Avoca, Sunday 19th June.             (Steve Holding)

Above: Transport to the salt works.       All pictures: Steve Holding
Below: Streamtown salt works, Tuesday 21st June.

Sunday 19th June
Alternative, surface only, field trips 
to Glendalough/Glendasan or Avoca. 
I went on the Avoca tour – a rather 
wet trip led by Nick Coy – not much 
has changed since previous visits but 
there are plans for major landscaping 
changes – these are contested by 
local history groups. A rather wet day 
– most of the participants were from 
UK based NAMHO clubs.

The two Mike’s and Peter travelled 
to Enniskillen but had a visit to the 
‘Arigna Mining Experience’ on the 
way. 
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Peter noted that: The entrance 
building is in the shape of tilted coal 
seams and contains a small selection 
of the usual ‘glass case’ exhibits, 
a video based on miner’s home 
movies and a small café. The 300m 
underground tour on one level takes 
about 45 minutes and shows “some 
of the narrowest coal seams in the 
western world” (50cm high). The 
only working machinery is a section 
of the continuous rope haulage 
system which is run for visitors.

Monday 20th June
There were various options to Tara 
Zinc Mine, Kilroot Salt Mine, 
Omagh Gold Mine or Curraghinalt 
Gold Mine – all requiring diversions 
to the North and early starts – I opted 
for a late start and a day off to travel 
to Sligo.

The two Mike’s and Peter joined the 
‘Omagh Gold Mine’ option, led by 
Alastair Lings, which Peter noted:
The morning visit was to Omagh 
mine AKA Cavanacaw, which has 
been worked opencast and now 
intends to drive a spiral decline 
underground. It is owned by Omagh 
Minerals which is a subsidiary 
of the Canadian Galantas Gold 
Corporation.

The mill contains a cone crusher, 
two ball mills, two banks of flotation 
cells and one surprising James table. 
It turned out that the shaking table 
was only there to show visitors such 
as investors and environmentals how 
mineral separation by density in a 
water stream works!

Concentrate leaves the mine in large 
bags which are shipped to Canada 
for the gold to be recovered by 
Cyanidation. The mine also produces 
by-product silver and lead.

The afternoon visit was supposed 
to be an underground one, but 
unfortunately blasting was scheduled 
and they are only allowed to have 
9 people underground at a time. 
Curraghinalt mine is owned by 
another Canadian firm, Dalradian 
Resources Inc. and is near Gortin 
north of Omagh.

The visit was changed to their office 
in Omagh town. After a 20 minute 
Powerpoint presentation about the 
geology followed by tea and cakes, 
we were kitted out with hard hats and 
hi-vis jackets to be shown their core 
store. 30km of drill cores in the usual 
wooden boxes are stacked by fork-
lift trucks on tall shelves in large 
industrial units.

Tuesday 21st June 
Started with an underground trip to 
Abbeytown Zinc Mine, which was 
located within a currently working 
stone quarry – the entrances are 
usually blocked but one adit was 
opened up by the quarry operators 
– the quarry manager and safety 
officer had never been underground 
and joined us on the trip. It seems 
that the water level was rather lower 
than previous trips – probably due 
to the water level in the quarry. 
Underground, the mine was like a 
small-scale Tara in nature.

Subsequently we had an unplanned 
visit to Streamtown Salt Works – the 
owner of the land was located and 
could not have been more helpful – 
providing a lift for some (see photo) 
and subsequent tea and cake. We 
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also found that he had an interesting 
collection of tractors and agricultural 
equipment and many really enjoyed 
looking at these. 
Ended with a fruitless search for 
more mining remains.

Wednesday 22nd June
A visit to Ballintrillick Mill and 
Gleniff/Benbulben Barite Mine. 
After visiting the Mill, this involved 
a longish walk up to the 1970’s 
worked mine – the trip was led by 
Mick Carragher, previously Mine 
Manager – the walk up took a long 
time but partly lack of fitness and 
an unintended discussion with an 
encountered land owner – I chose 
to follow the incline down, which 
eventually became difficult to 
follow in the woodland. Later Mick 
Carragher invited us back to his 
house for tea and cakes.

Thursday 23rd June
Started with a trip to the ‘Arigna 
Mining Experience’ and then other 
coal mining works in the area – this 
included a short underground trip 
at Bencroy Mine. Visited locals, 
with mines on their land, who again 
provided tea and sandwiches.

Left: Barite 
Processing Plant, 
Gleniff Mine, 
Wednesday 22nd 
June.

(Steve Holding)

Below: 
Underground 
at Gleniff Barite 
Mine.
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Down to three of us, we ended up 
visiting Creevelea Ironworks which 
had a remarkably intact furnace (see 
photo right).

Friday 24th June
There was a trip to Sandstone Mines 
in Co Donegal but I had already 
selected to return to Dublin and the 
UK on this day.

Summary
There were really only lectures and 
surface tours on the main weekend 
of the conference (underground trip 
for limited numbers on the Friday 
afternoon) which probably put off a 
lot from attending this conference.

There was a choice of underground 
trips on the Monday and a 
programme of trips in North-West 
Ireland for the rest of the week – I 
think that most of the underground 
programme was attended by the 
relatively small number of UK based 
mine enthusiasts who I think all 
had an enjoyable, if not particularly 
serious, week.

The numbers involved decreased as 
the week progressed but this was 
down to pre-booked ferries.
I travelled to Ireland using the P&O 
route from Liverpool to Dublin 
which I can recommend if Liverpool 
is convenient and you do not mind 
a long crossing – it is about eight-
hours but with two meals included in 
the price of the ticket.

NAMHO Conference - Ireland, June 2016
Continued ...

Creevelea Ironworks, visited on Thursday 23rd June, 2016.       (Steve Holding)

One of the few coke-fuelled ironworks in Ireland it was built on the site of an 
earlier charcoal blast furnace in 1852 by a Scottish company near the town 
of Dromohair, Co Leitrim. The two furnaces here were blown by an 80 hp 
engine, and supplied with ore by a horse tramway. Attempts were made in 
1861-62 then later in 1896 under the Peat Charcoal Fuel & Iron Company of 
Ireland to use peat as the fuel. Although the company invested in an aerial 
ropeway to transport peat only one pig of iron was cast. Parts of the works 
were demolished to provide road metals in the 1940s, but one blast furnace 
survives.

Drainage Level Near Arigna, Thursday 
23rd June.                  (Steve Holding)

Thanks
Many thanks to the MHTI organisers 
for my part, particularly to Alastair 
Lings and Mick Carragher who were 
the prime movers for the trips later in 
the week.

Alastair Lings – After Cutting a Route 
to a brick clay trial adit. (Steve Holding)

Mick Carragher (after the 2003 
NAMHO Conference) by a safety bolt 
he fitted at Gleniff/Benbulben when 
working as the Mine Manager.

       (Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Also thanks to Peter Eggleston for 
additional notes and contributions to 
this article.

When visited in 2003 parts of 
the blowing engine were still 
in site.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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Mining in Java, 1991
Ivor Brown

After completion of his earlier 
assignments in Indonesia (Sumatra 
and Kalimanton) the writer was 
again approached by the company 
that he had been assisting. They 
wished to sponsor a key-note lecture 
at the forthcoming “Indonesian 
Mining Conference”, the paper 
was to be given under their name 
and had to be topical. At that time 
the problem of coal-fires at surface 
mines, in outcrops, stockpiles and 
transit was uppermost in their minds.

The Indonesian Government had 
recently used a team of experts 
from Japan to study the problem of 
forest fires, which covered about 
50,000 ha of the country. Their 
report in October 1991 stated that 
among the causes of the fires were 
the “slash and burn” activities of the 
agriculturalists. In some cases this 
had led to the ignition of underlying 
coal seams. In one area the report’s 
writer had counted “35 coal-seam 
fire spots”.

The usual fire control measures, 
beating the fire out with branches, 
covering with soil, spraying with 
water and constructing firebreaks 
(trenches) had been used to little 
effect. It was also being suggested 
that the mining industry had actually 
been involved in causing the fires.

It was suggested by the company 
that the writer might carry-out a 
desk study and, using his experience 
in Britain, produce a new paper. In 
return the company would arrange 
a visit for him and their own young 
geologists to see some of the 
problems of mineral working in an 
island severely affected by volcanic 
activity (Java has 120 volcanoes, 27 
of which are still active).

The problem of mine fires was not 
new to the writer, as even when 
first employed as an apprentice at 
Madeley Wood Colliery in 1952 
he had spent much time helping to 
maintain the electricity supply to the 
coal preparation plant which was 
situated on top of the old pit-waste 
heap at the pit. At first the electrical 

cables had been put underground 
but as the pit heap fires (caused by 
spontaneous combustion?) spread all 
the methods mentioned above had 
been tried. When used water seemed 
to open up fresh airways which 
assisted the spread of the fire!

The cables were then exposed 
and surrounded by loose sand, but 
this got very hot. Fire breaks of 
considerable depth were then dug, 
but this necessitated raising the 
cables and suspending them. Initially 
timber poles were used, but the 
footings burned, so metal poles had 
to be used (steel was rationed at that 
time so not easily available).

The writer was later involved with 
fire fighting drills as Captain of the 
pit rescue team and saw action at 
Granville and Hamstead mines. Later 
still he was the lecturer training 
rescue station officers at Doncaster 
Mines Rescue Station. Once again, 
back in Shropshire he assisted with 
other underground fires at Stirchley 
Pit tip and Halesfield Pit tip as well 
as the Shortwood mine area (see 
Mining Notes, page 2).

The Papers
The papers resulting from the desk 
study was accepted by the company 
and the organisers of the Conference 
and was duly given in Jakarta in 
December 1991. The paper was well 
received and led to lively discussion. 

It was published in the Proceedings 
of the Conference and included 
references to the problems of mine 
fires as seen in India and Kalimanton 
(see Below 2015.4 and 2016.3).

Most other papers at the Conference 
related to organisation of the industry 
and in legal and financial aspects. A 
few papers did however, deal with 
environment and transportation 
aspects. A couple dealt with 
prospecting.

Although coal production in 
Indonesian seems to have been 
first reported from Java in 1825, it 
appears that serious working had 
long ceased. All principal operations 
in 1991 appeared to have been on the 
islands of Sumatra and Kalimanton. 
The production in 1990 was about 
10 million tons, of this 500,000 tons 
came from 6 underground mines (3 
State mines and 3 private mines).

By 2002 overall production had 
increased to 70 million tons, by 2004 
130 million tons and around 250 
million tons in 2010.

In 1990 the local peak of oil 
production had passed, but had left 
its mark on the economy of the 
area. In Java a major “Oil Centre” 
and museum had been built, this 
consisted of a full size off-shore oil 
platform, complete with helipad and 
storage tanks. This was all situated in 

The writer at a volcanic fumerole near Kawa Ratu (Crater), Java 1991.
(Ivor Brown Collection)
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a large man-made lake and connected 
to the “mainland” by walkway and 
pipelines. There was also a tall 
drilling rig dating from 1910 and 
a range of nodding donkey type 
pumps and high pressure Christmas 
tree controls. The oil platform and 
tank consisted of mock-up platform 
arrangements, theatres, and galleries 
on four floors. Indonesia was proud 
of being the only non-Middle East 
member of OPEC.

The metal mining industry of Java 
seemed, in 1991 to be moribund, 
although some prospecting was still 
taking place. No metal mining sites 
were visited.

The Tour
As previously mentioned the 
Company had arranged for the writer 
and two of its own junior geologists 
to have a post Conference visit to 
see the problems of the “fiery” (or 
volcanic) areas of East Java. This is 
also the area where very primitive 
and dangerous sulphur mining is still 
taking place.

The party set off in an easterly 
direction from Jakarta, along the 
1,000km long island on very poor 
roads. There was much clay working 
(for bricks) and stone quarrying 
along the route, usually around the 
small towns.

Elsewhere there was paddy fields 
with water buffalo in use. Soon there 
were forests and mountain ranges.

The first area inspected was 
Tankuban Mountain with its Kawa 
Ratu (crater) which had erupted as 
recently as 1969. As at other places 
a local guide was hired and a 5-6km 
hike undertaken, passing blow-holes 
producing hot steam, and fountains 
of boiling water one to two metres 
high!

The air was filled with sulpherous 
fumes, very bitter and foggy. Unlike 
other parts there was no thick 
vegetation, the paths were rough and 
steep. The process of getting a local 
guide and travelling by foot was 
repeated at several stops.

Mining in Java, 1991
Continued ...

Front cover of the 
leaflet from the 
Indonesian Oil 
& Gas Museum, 
Jakarta.

(Ivor Brown
  Collection)

The writer did not get as fas as the 
Sulphur workings but found out that 
the cakes of sulphur were removed 
manually from the sulphurous 
craters, a dangerous occupation. 

For example in 1976, 49 miners 
working in one crater died when 
a giant bubble of gas suddenly 
emerged and enveloped them. Once 
each miner has filled his baskets, 
he puts them on a pole and carries 

them for up to 4 hours down 
the mountainside to the nearest 
collecting point.

The writers tour was cut short when 
it was announced that rioting had 
occurred near Jakarta airport as the 
police began to remove all taxi-bikes 
and tut-tut traffic off the streets to 
clear the way for fully motorised 
taxis. Many locals were loosing their 
jobs and there was much bitterness.

Sulphur miners 
returning laden 
with cakes of 
sulphur.

(Ivor Brown 
Collection)

Guide on a jungle 
path in central 
Java, 1991.

(Ivor Brown 
Collection)
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There was the usual October meet for 
members of various mine exploration 
groups at Nenthead between 14th 
and 23rd October 2016. Over various 
parts of the week, SCMC members 
present were Eileen Bowen, Mike 
Clough, Roy Fellows, Steve Holding, 
Mike Moore, Joe North (visiting for 
a day), Allan Richardson, Alan & 
Vicky Robinson and Mike Worsfold. 
Peter Eggleston and Kelvin Lake 
visited for one night after the 
NAMHO Council Meeting.

Saturday 15th
Alan & Vicky went with Robert & 
Emma (Wealdon Cave & Mine Soc) 
to Brownley Hill, Guddamgill area. 

This was a first visit for Robert and 
Emma, but also a chance for Alan 
and Vicky to try out their new RF 
lamps in some large stopes. The 
presence of carbon dioxide was still 
felt in the climb up to the stope, 
but oxygen levels remained fine.  
Impressive colours in the secondary 
mineralisation.

Sunday 16th
Alan & Vicky with Robert & Emma 
and members of Durham Cave and 
Mine Club visited Swaledale to have 
a very wet through trip starting at 
Hard Level near Old Gang Smelt 
mill and travelling about 1.5 miles to 
emerge at Brandy Bottle Incline.

SCMC Members at Nenthead – October 2016
Steve Holding

Steve and Allan Richardson with 
Mole (Royal Forest of Dean Caving 
Club) and Martyn (DCMC) had a 
tour of the flats at various level in 
Carr’s Mine.

Monday 17th
Steve, Vicky and Allan with Robert 
& Emma (WCMS) and Tracy 
(Plymouth Caving Club) had a walk 
around Grove Rake then a tour of 
Scraithhole Mine – Steve, Allan and 
Tracy also went part way into Barney 
Craig mine – the air quality was poor 
but better than when visited earlier in 
the year.

Alan Robinson helped with a 
Newcastle University field course 
visiting Carrs mine and water 
sampling on the River Nent.

Tuesday 18th
Alan & Vicky with Robert & 
Emma visited Harehope Gill Mine 
in Weardale. Another wet trip to 
photograph the water wheel and 
horse gin. Steve with Mole (RFDCC) 
and Dave (Wirral Caving Club) 
visited the Middlecleugh Main 
& North Vein workings on the 
Smallcleugh horizon – access to this 
area usually requires some digging 
and a lot of time was given over to 
a substantial dig to hopefully ease 
access for some time in the future.

Wednesday 19th
Steve and Dave (WCC) had a 
comprehensive tour of everything 
accessible in Middlecleugh level. 

Alan and Vicky, with Robert visited 
Smallcleugh to look for ‘Santa’s 
grotto’, a short SRT trip down to 
a sub level well decorated with 
epsomite crystals.

Thursday 20th 
Steve, Alan & Vicky, Joe with Matt 
Clarke (WCMS) and Nick Green 
(DCMC) visited the Barney Craig 
extension of Rampgill – the air 
quality seemed poorer than previous 
visits but the area was dryer than for 
some timed.

Mike and Eileen visited Capelcleugh 
Mine.

Friday 21st
Steve, Alan & Vicky and Nick 
(DCMC) carried out work to 
stabilise the Luke Hall Sump area of 
Smallcleugh and the ‘letterbox’ from 
the ‘mini-ballrooms’. Roy carried 
out other stabilisation work in the 
area and others helped with carrying 
in timber (before going off on other 
trips).

Mike and Eileen visited Carr’s Mine 
including identifying the bat that has 
recently taken residence in the tourist 
mine area.

Saturday 22nd
There was the NAMHO Council 
meeting at Frosterley in Weardale, 
attended by Steve, Mike Moore, Roy 
Fellows, with Kelvin and Peter.

Alan, Vicky, Allan and Robert 
visited Dryburn Level on the South 
Tyne River, a short walk from the 

bunkhouse at High 
Plains. The level was 
surveyed to look at a 
possible future dig.

Sunday 23rd
Steve helped with 
the Nenthead Mines 
Conservation Society 
Carr’s Level open day.

Mike Clough with his 
cousin Simon Clough 
and former Club 
member Rod Anderson 
was on one of the 
public tours.

Underground waterwheel in Harehope 
Gill. The wheel would have rotated 
away from the camera position. 

(Robert Hall)

Vikki Robinson, Emma Scheck and Alan Robinson 
by the axle looking back towards the sump.

(Robert Hall)
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Christmas Puzzles

Can you find your way through the maze
to reach the Christmas puds?

Letter Links
Here are three groups of three words. Each group consists of three six-letter words which have the same middle two 
letters. You have to work out what the two missing letters are in each case. Then put the two letters in the boxes, to 
spell another six-letter word.

A
B O _ _ N G
R E  _ _ N D
U N _ _ S E

B
B A _ _ E R
G E  _ _ L E
H I _ _ E D

C
E N _ _ G Y
O V  _ _ D O
S H _ _ R Y

A B C

Seasons
Greetings



25“Below” 2016.4

Christmas Puzzles

Tis the season
to be spicy!

Can you find the following herbs and 
spices that have been sprinkled in the 
word square on the right?

ALFALFA  BASIL

BORAGE  CICELY

DILL   FENNEL

GALANGEL  GARLIC

GINGER  JASMINE

LEMONGRASS MARJORAM

MUSTARD  NUTMEG

OREGANO  PEPPER

ROSEMARY  RUE

SASSAFRAS  SORREL

THYME  TURMERIC

VANILLA  WASABI

Spot the Difference?

See if you can spot any differences between 
the upper and lower picture taken on the Club 
visit to the Internal Fire Museum

Original picture: Ian Cooper

Hint
There are possibly 10 differences ... it all 
depends on how you count them ... and 
how much you’ve had to eat and drink over 
Christmas!
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Letters and News Round-Up 4

Dear Editor,
I was very interested in David 
Poyner’s article in the recent Below! 
(2016.3) ‘A Quarry Wagon from 
Llyn Padarn, Llanberis’. I have since 
had a brief correspondence about the 
C-rings and methods of propulsion 
with David.

The C-rings are perhaps not handles 
for either pulling or pushing, 
certainly on a regular basis or for 
any distance. With the trolley being 
very low to the ground, a man would 
need to crouch uncomfortably to 
get his hands on them. Movement 
might be more easily achieved by 
pushing on the load itself, although 
as David points out, pushing on an 
oil drum, as shown in the photo by 
Boyd, might result in toppling the 
drum rather than moving the trolley. 
Pushing a load is safer than pulling, 
but why have handles when you can 
push on the frame?

I think the C-rings would have been 
quite suitable for attaching chains or 
perhaps rope, for moving something 
heavy by horse on one level of the 
quarry. Being a light trolley, it would 
have been an easy task to turn it 
round empty, to horse-work in any 
direction. Horses would have been 
used in the quarry before small 
narrow gauge locomotives became 
commonplace.

By great coincidence, there was a 
brief home cine clip shown on TV 
recently, just days after Below! 
arrived, in a programme about 
the early days of narrow gauge 
locomotive preservation. It showed 
a small trolley alone being moved 
up a Welsh slate quarry incline using 
rope/chain, probably attached to 
C-rings but certainly to some fittings 
on the end of the trolley frame. I 
don’t think it had a load on it, but 
was probably being transferred 
between quarry levels to wherever it 
was needed. 

Hope this is of interest.

Andy Cuckson

Miners Memorial - Miners Welfare Fund
With talk of a memorial to miners 
resurfacing, members might like to 
know of a park in Oakengates that 

was purchased with grants from the 
Miners Welfare Fund.

Mike Shaw

An Honour, with teeth, for a late member
The Shropshire branch of Plant 
Heritage have for a number of years 
built a very fine display garden at the 
Shrewsbury Flower Show, a large 
Gold Medal most years and best in 
Show several times puts them in 
context.

Amongst their garden building 
stalwarts was our late member Mike 
James who has been badly missed 
this year. Readers may be interested 
to know that the 2016 garden 
included a steel crocodile which 
Nancy Estry, the garden’s designer 
has named Mike in his memory. 

Above: Nancy and the crocodile.

Above: Crocodile Mike in his 
natural habitat?

Just to prove it

Pictures: Mike Shaw
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Books and Videos

more details at:
www.iarecordings.org

During the 2007 NAMHO 
Conference at Morwellham Quay the 
organisers arranged special visits to 
many mines in Devon and Cornwall 
and this Compilation features some 
of them. A group of Club members 
spent the following week exploring 
more Cornish mines and many visits 
are featured here.

Locations visited include:
Morwellham Quay including a brief 
look at George & Charlotte copper 
mine. Excelsior tunnel, followed by 
a guided surface tour of the superbly 
preserved Kelly mine including the 
dressing mill, and explore various 
levels of Great Rock shiny ore mine 
underground.

In Cornwall we visit the excellent 
Blue Hills Tin Streams, take a stroll 
round the St. Agnes area, attend a 
specially arranged visit to Wheal 
Peevor before it was opened to the 
public, re-visit the always interesting 
Taylor’s shaft and Michell’s shaft 
National Trust preserved Cornish 
engines in Pool and examine mines 
of the Basset sett after conservation 
for the UNESCO world heritage 
site (West Basset and Wheal Basset 
stamps and Marriott’s shaft).

A look round the splendid King 
Edward dressing mill is followed by 
a visit to nearby Wheal Grenville 
stamps, then we have a quick look at 
a variety of sites: Brea tin streaming 
works, South Crofty’s New Roskear 

shaft, the Red River near Roscroggan 
and the Cornish Gold Centre 
(containing the unique Tolgus tin 
streaming works). Afterwards, we 
stop briefly at St.Euny’s churchyard 
to contemplate the many miner’s 
gravestones.

An invitation from Mark Kaczmarek 
gave a welcome opportunity to re-
visit the Camborne School of Mines 
(CSM) test mine.

A walk round the buildings at 
Botallack on a fine sunny day is 
followed by a visit to Geevor tin 
mine, where we were very privileged 
to be allowed to climb down 79 
metres of ladders in Victory shaft to 
Deep Adit level and explore it inland 
to a dammed connection with the 
flooded neighbour Levant mine, then 
out along the long winding level to 
the exit in the Trewellard cliffs.

Finally we see that the engine houses 
of Wheal Trewavas near Rinsey cove 
are just as impressive as Botallack, 
after which we move to Bodmin and 
mines around Caradon Hill: South 
Phoenix, Phoenix United and Wheal 
Jenkin near Minions, then end at the 
extensive remains of South Caradon 
copper mine.

Running Time: 2 hours 6 minutes
Price £ 14.40 - DVD (Full-feature)

Available at Club meetings or online

‘MonGst More Mines ,  CoMpilation 52

Convex buddle, King Edward 
dressing mill.       (taken from the video)

Part of 12-head Cornish stamps, Blue 
Hills Tin Streams.

The engine houses at Botallack.

The Western engine house on Old 
Engine shaft, Trewavas.

The Great County Adit 
(New Edition)
Author: Allen Buckley,
Sb, 240mm x 170mm, 144pp, fully 
illustrated with 12 pages in colour.

First published in 2000, this new 
edition has been revised and 
extended, with a larger page format, 
improved maps, and illustrations, 
plus a gazetteer of what can be seen 
along the Adit’s course. 

Started in 1748 in the Carnon Valley 
within 50 years it drained the largest 
number of working mines in the 
world, eventually over 60 mines 
were served and it reached about 40 
miles in length. Allen’s narrative is 
informative and well researched the 
book includes a number of modern 
and historical photos and is well 
worth adding to your collection.
Price: £15.99 +p&p

Kelly Mine & the ‘Shiny Ore’ 
Mines of the Wray Valley
A non-profit making exercise this 
book, concentrates on the mines in 
the Wray valley - that is between 
Bovey Tracy and Moretonhampstead. 
All were tiny, usually employing less 
than ten people. Much of the mines’ 
surface structures have been swept 
away. Fortunately the Kelly Mine 
Preservation Society has restored 
the surface part of Kelly Mine to 
working order.

An important part of this book is a 
record of what is there now. To this 
end Alasdair Neill and colleagues 
from the Plymouth Caving Group 
surveyed the accessible workings 
at Wray, Pepperdon, Kelly and 
Hawkmoor. Mine plans of these 
mines do not appear to exist.

Once the productions costs have 
been recovered the bulk of the 
remaining stock of books will be 
given to the Kelly Mine Preservation 
Society to support their project there.

Soft back, 190 pages.
£15.00 post free UK only.
Cheques only please, made out to:
A W. Brooks, Polstrong Cottage, 
Polstrong, Camborne,
Cornwall TR14 0QA



28 “Below” 2016.4

Diary Dates 2017Club Officers

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

1st January: Columns Open Day, 
Ogof Ffynnon ddu.

11th January: Wilderness Lecture 
- Diving into Darkness, Chris Jewell. 
7:30pm, Chemistry Lecture Theatre, 
University of Bristol.

11th-13th May: International 
Early Engines Conference. At the 
Ironworks Centre, Elsecar, South 
Yorkshire. 

9th-11th June: BCA Party 
Weekend, Rotary Centre, Castleton.

11th June: BCA AGM, 10:30am, 
Rotary Centre, Castleton.

24th-25th June: NAMHO 
Conference, Godstone, Surrey. Plus 
events the following week. Plans 
are well advanced and the booking 
system should open early in the New 
Year.

23rd-30th July: 17th International 
Congress of Speleology, Penrith, 
Western Sydney, Australia.
If you want to attend you will need 
to apply for a business visa.

www.speleo2017.com

September: Hidden Earth, National 
Caving Conference, details yet to be 
announced. Keep an eye on:

hidden-earth.org.uk/

President: David Adams

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Gareth Rushton

Secretary:  Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Conservation: David Poyner

NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding

Membership & Insurance: 
Mike Davies 

Tackle:  Andy Harris

Training Officer:
Andrew Wood

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

‘Below’ Editor, Publications: 
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

Next morning

Can’t go ‘til a
ll the 

drinks gone ....

The Joys of the Club Christmas Party ...

Great party this!

The barrels empty!

I’ll be away home 

then ...

I lost me *## * key!!

Got through the 
squeeze ... 

but this sump has 
defeated me!

116

http://www.speleo2017.com
http://hidden-earth.org.uk/


29“Below” 2016.4

Snailbeach 
panorama
c1900.

Made from two 
photographs in the 
George Hall Collection


