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40 Yard Truck Replica
In the last issue of ‘Below’ the 
installation of the replica 40 yard 
tipping truck built by Barry Ellis in 
the Baryte Stope at Snailbeach was 
featured (Below 2015.3, p19).

The article should have mentioned 
that the Club had contributed 50% of 
the costs for the truck.

Ironbridge Power Station Closes
On the 20th November Ironbridge 
B Power Station was disconnected 
from the National Grid just after 
2:30pm, bringing to an end 46 years 
of power generation at the ‘B’ station 
(Ironbridge A power station dating 
from the 1930s was demolished in 
the 1980s)

Trains carrying up to 6,000 tonnes of 

Made from scrap items as per Jerry’s 
style it features an underground 
scene, tub haulage, a stables area and 
the loading of a cage.

Due to its size it is to be hoped that a 
suitable home can be found for it and 
it doesn’t just get put “into storage” 
or vandalised.

Note: Other examples of Jerry’s work 
can be seen in Madeley and Donnington.

coal per day through Coalbrookdale 
have been regular visitors to the 
site, although since 2010 it has been 
biomass chips rather than coal that 
has been carried.

One feature at the power station 
that will interest Club members is 
a large mining sculpture by artist 
Jerry Foxall.

Views of different sections of the mining sculpture at Ironbridge 
Power Station taken in 1998.          (Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)

Seasons Greetings and 
a Happy New Year to 

all Club members
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David Corbyn
In the last issue of ‘Below’ David 
Adams wrote of David (father of 
Jeremy) the Club President for the 
first 21 years (1961-1982). The 
writer was surprised not to be able 
to find an obituary to him anywhere, 
although David does remember that 
he died in Wiltshire after retirement. 
On Club visits the writer remembers 
David C for his discussions on his 
work with English Electric Company 
of Stafford. David was involved 
in problem solving in the field of 
electricity and electronics and was 
sent by the company to Africa and 
the USA to sort out transformer 
problems.

He was also involved with the 
development of a portable Automatic 
Firedamp Detector and Alarm 
which about 1964 it was thought 
would replace the use of Davy 
type lamps. One very memorable 
evening he brought one to the Club 
meeting - because he thought the 
Club needed something like it. It was 
about the diameter of a safety lamp 
but much taller and worked on the 
principle that if it was put in a gassy 
atmosphere, its electronics would 
measure the percentage of gas and 
register the reading directly in a glass 
window at the top.

When a defined limit was reached 
the whole window would glow red 
(miners who had seen it in action 
called it an “electronic canary”!). 
Tests of the instrument are described 
by T.H.Bulmer and D.B.Russell in 
“Colliery Guardian” 4th December 
1964. If the writer remembers 
correctly it was a good idea but 
not a success as other smaller 
“methanometers” were also coming 
on the market at this time.

Thomas Parker
The prolific inventor was recently 
celebrated in a small conference at 
the Valley Hotel, Ironbridge (his 
former home, see ‘Below’ 2004.2). 
A plate was unveiled and talks 
given by specialists from each of his 
areas of research. About 50 people 
attended the event, some coming 
from abroad. One of his companies 
is still operating in the USA - The 
Elwell-Parker Company. Some of the 
companies that used his inventions 
such as “coalite” have recently 
closed in the UK.

Stirchley Furnace
The Chimney, square in shape and 
200ft. high of this furnace site has 
been preserved as a feature. It is 
dated 1873 - during the time the 
Wellington Iron and Coal Company 
operated the site. Preserved on site 
are the bases of the furnaces, blast 
tunnels and a brick wall some 13m 
high - made of local Randlay bricks 
(see item on page 6).
There is a tradition that Edward 
Griffiths (1859-1925) the writers 
maternal grandfather, helped to build 
the chimney, but a quick calculation 
will show that he would have only 
been 14 years old at the time the 
chimney was built. Perhaps he was 
an apprentice or helped with later 
repair work - chimneys frequently 
needed repair.
Griffiths became a noted colliery/
works builder in the early 1900s, 
employing three of his sons and a 
donkey and cart!

Above: An English Electric 
Menthanometer (with b/w cm scale 
stick).

(Methanometer: Ray Rushton Collection, 
pictures: Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)

Below left: Detail of the makers 
name plate.

Below: The window that displays the 
methane reading.

Right: The ‘Randlay’ chimney at the 
Stirchley furnaces site.

News Round-Up 1
Ivor Brown
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During a recent walking holiday 
in Austria, Vicky and I had the 
opportunity to visit an ice cave (or 
more correctly tunnel, as it was 
dug) in the Stubai valley. We had 
previously been in caves and tunnels 
filled with snow or containing ice 
formations, but this was the first time 
we had actually walked within rather 
than on top of a glacier.

The cave is located near the tongue 
of the Schaulferner glacier, which 
is situated at the western end of the 
Stubaital. As you might expect it 
is fairly high up with the bottom of 
the ablation zone starting at about 
2,800m, whilst ice extends up the 
sides of the surrounding cirque 
headwall of mountain ridges for a 
distance of about 1,500m to a col at 
3,150m. The glacier has a maximum 
thickness of about 70m.

The cave entrance comprised of a 
pair of turnstiles (costs 4€) followed 
by an airlock door arrangement to 
maintain a 0o C temperature within 
the 200m of tunnels. The floor is all 
boardwalked so that you can just 
wander around at your leisure. It is 
lit with a mixture of low level white 
and coloured light to ‘improve’ the 
experience.

There is a good set of interpretation 
boards explaining the formation 
processes and highlighting examples 
of the inclusions of Saharan sand, 
fungus spores or even beetle mites 
captured up to 100 years ago. No 
Ötzi the Iceman here as the ice 
moves too quickly, but the seasonal 
stratification can be clearly seen, 
along with air bubble and gravels 
picked up by the eroding face of the 
ice.

As with nearly all Alpine glaciers, 
the ice is predominantly in retreat 
and this is just the remnant of a 
larger Stubaigletscher that in the 
1850s extended another 2-3km 
down the valley. The Schaufelferner 
is effectively a small saucer of ice 
sliding down the mountain and lacks 
the dramatic crevasses or calving 
edges that we often associate with 
glacial ice. On the plus side, this 

Schaufelferner Eisgrot – Ice tunnels in Austria
Alan Robinson

does make for a fairly safe walk 
up the ice to the col, as long as you 
aren’t run over by the ski resort 
piste ‘bashers’ carrying materials up 
the mountain. The dramatic part is 
seeing the multitude and volume of 
the meltwater streams that run down 
the surface of the ice. In summer 
the glacier edge can retreat by up to 
10cm per day.

From the col the ridges run as 
ribbons of rock surrounded by the 
snow and ice of several other small 
glaciers, whilst the tourists are 
delivered by gondola to a nearby 
viewing platform. If you do ever get 
here then bypass the crowds 
and the highest restaurant 
in Austria. Instead, head up 
the adjacent Schauffelspitze 
(it only takes an hour) 
for incredible panoramic 
views across the Austrian 
border into Italy with the 
Wildspitze and Marmolada 
clearly visible.

Right and Top: Vicky on 
the boardwalk inside the 
Eisgrot - glacier. 

Below: View of the 
Scaufelspitze and 
Schaufel ferner with the 
Dresdnerhütte at 2,380m in 
the foreground.
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25th October 2015
The party consisted of John Hendy 
with his digger, Peter Eggleston, 
David Adams, Andy Harris, Kelvin 
Lake and Ian Cooper.

This was the first dig of the new 
season, the object being to clear 
the accessible floor of the pumping 
engine house to photograph and to 
observe the positions of any possible 
holding down bolts etc. that might 
give any clues as to the layout of the 
machinery.

The problem was the 2.3 metre depth 
of the excavation and the difficulty 
of removing the spoil. To this end 
Andy Harris kindly provided his 
small dumper truck. However even 
with the access slope lessened this 
proved impracticable and even 
possibly dangerous as the load would 
be on the ‘down’ end making it liable 
to tip over, furthermore its two wheel 
traction was insufficiently powerful 
to climb out without the aid of a 
rope to the digger, thus that method 
had to be abandoned with thanks to 
Andy for at least trying. The only 
alternative was to excavate and 
backfill the floor in sections.

John Hendy succeeded in getting his 
machine down into the excavation 
and surprisingly  during the course 
of two hours was able to excavate 
virtually one half of the complete 
floor, while dumping the spoil over 
the other half. This revealed a well 
laid brick floor, bricks edge up laid 
outwards from the southwestern 
corner which was cleared and swept 
by Peter and David.

Except for one minor square nut 
close to the southern wall there was 
no sign of machinery connection, 
although there was a hole in the 
brickwork near the centre where 
something might have been torn out. 

Kelvin was able to take photographs 
and it was considered a successful 
day. Next time, photographs taken, 
it will be necessary to excavate the 
other half of the floor area, dumping 
the spoil onto the floor recently 
uncovered. 

Pitchcroft Report - October and November 2015
David Adams

Above: John Hendy starting to clear the floor area in October.

Below: The results of the October dig - half a cleared floor and the missing 
bricks.

Left and Below: Wrought iron 
links discovered during the October 
excavations in the pumping house 
floor area.

(scale stick divisions in cm.)
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15th November 2015
The party consisted of Steve 
Holding, Peter Eggleston, David 
Adams, John Hendy with his digger, 
Kelvin Lake and David Poyner.

David had visited the previous week 
and had noted the hole in the brick 
floor of the part of the pumping 
engine house so far excavated. 
Examining it he concluded that 
except for a thin layer of ash and 
sand the building had almost 
certainly been built on the original 
ground level. He also noted that 
layers of sandy silt had covered the 
floor. The small pieces of pottery 
found were probably made very 
early in the nineteenth century to 
be discarded during the demolition 
period towards the end. Finally he 
reported that a fox seemed to have 
taken up residence in the southerly 
facing of the two culverts at the 
southeast corner of the building.

The day’s object was for John’s 
digger to uncover the northern half 
of the floor dumping the spoil on the 
now photographed southern half, 
with reluctance, as there appeared to 
be no way of fully removing it due to 
the depth of the excavation crater.
 
A welcome guest was Kevin Baker 
from Camborne in Cornwall a 

member of the King Edward Mine 
Museum and the Trevithick Society 
making his second visit to the site. 
He was escorted around the site by 
David A. when he was shown the 
filled in Site One, which he had 
seen when open previously, the new 
S.C.M.C. fitted Dog Shaft cover, the 
curved culvert, and the present site.

Here picking up a piece of debris 
he noted that it showed about five 
½” clear bands of yellow to orange 
silt formation which had come 
from the floor of the engine house. 
Allowing for one band per year it 
could suggest about five years of 
flooding and silt formation in the 
presumably abandoned building 
before demolition, which would tie 
in with earlier theories.

He also noted the large variety of old 
broken bricks in the spoil including 
some that had been severely vitrified. 
It was pointed out that hundreds of 
tons of soil containing masses of 
old bricks, and some stone, (but not 
mine spoil) had been dumped to fill 
the deep site hollow and building 
foundations following demolition 
and prior to the extensive tree 
planting, it being highly likely that 
part may have come from other sites, 
not necessarily the mine buildings, 
this would have been done by horse 

& cart or even by rail to which the 
site had been connected post 1848 
and would have been part of the 
Lilleshall Company’s massive post 
industrial clear up and tree planting 
exercise on both the Leeke and 
Sutherland Estates in the latter part 
of the nineteenth century.

Meanwhile John Hendy had almost 
miraculously succeeded in clearing 
the remaining brick floor area, but 
had also been able to remove the 
spoil out of the crater altogether 
meaning that the entire floor area 
of the pumping engine house was 
now available for inspection and 
photo recording. The floor had been 
laid bricks edge up from the south-
western corner creating a herring 
bone pattern right across to near the 
N.E. corner.  Features which have 
given an indication of the engine 
mounting were however sparse, 
consisting only of the central hole 
before mentioned, an adjacent 50 
cm semi circular patch of cement 
and the nuts of five small well 
spaced ¾” holding down bolts in 
the floor. More of the strange semi 
arch feature on the mid northern wall 
had been revealed but provided little 
information. The fox was not seen.

D.A. had to leave early, but only 
missed some more ground clearance.

Pitchcroft Report - October and November 2015
Continued ...

Left:
The cleared 
pumping house 
floor area with 
it’s ‘herring 
bone’ pattern 
brickwork.

The cups and 
brushes mark 
metal features 
either embedded 
in the brick floor 
or stuck to it by 
corrosion.



6 “Below” 2015.4

The Collieries and Furnaces of the Telford Town Park Area
Ivor Brown

Telford Town Park in the centre of 
the old Coalbrookdale Coalfield 
is about 180 ha. in area and 
contains about 50 mine shafts (now 
capped). Before redevelopment the 
topography was largely spoil heaps, 
quarries, former industrial sites, 
railways and lakes. Although more 
than one million cubic metres of 
material have been moved much of 
the original topography still remains, 
including its highest point - the 
Spout Pit Mound at 192m A.O.D.

By 1800 much of the area was 
owned by Isaac H.Browne who 
had taken it over in 1772. Realising 
its potential, about 1790, Browne 
appointed Thomas Botfield to 
develop parts of the estate for its 
minerals and in that year Botfield 
constructed the Old Park Furnaces.

Browne also developed ironstone 
and coal pits as well as clay pits, but 
unfortunately died early in 1801. 
He left his business to his three 
sons and one son William was to be 
principally in charge of Old Park. By 
1810 the Botfields had been given a 
lease for 21 years to enable them to 
sink shafts and take minerals from 
a large part of the estate. To do this 
they set up a second set of furnaces 
at Stirchley in 1827 (see page 2).

In addition the Botfields had been 
purchasing adjoining lands at Dark 
Lane and Hinkshay where they built 
furnaces and pits for themselves. 
First at Hinkshay in 1826 and 
secondly at Dark Lane about 1830.

In 1855 the official “List of Mines 
and Furnaces” shows Botfields to 
be operating Dark Lane, Jerry (or 
Hinkshay) and “Stirchley - Old 
Park Furnaces”. The latter were 
owned by the Estate but Dark Lane 
and Hinkshay were owned by the 
Botfields. They are also shown 
to be operating collieries at Dark 
Lane, Hinkshay and “Malinslee and 
Stirchley” for themselves and the 
Estate. All are shown to be operated 
by Beriah Botfield who had taken 
them over on his Uncle William’s 
death in 1850. (Botfield also owned 
collieries in the Clee Hills and in 
Staffordshire.)

In 1856 the existing lease from the owners of the Old Park, Malinslee and 
Stirchley Estate expired and Beriah could not agree new terms with the 
owners. The joint agreement ended and the Estate took back the Old Park 
and Stirchley furnaces and pits and the Botfields took their Dark Lane and 
Hinkshay furnaces and pits.

At this time the Botfields also took over management of the Langley Fields 
furnaces and pits in which they already had a small interest. This furnace had 
been listed in 1855 as operated by Thomas Hinde & Co.

The Estate owners operated the furnaces and collieries under the name “Old 
Park Company” and in the 1860 list of collieries they are shown as:

 “Malinslee and Stirchley or Old Park”, Old Park Company
 “Stirchley, Dawley”, Old Park Company Ltd.

(Note that the title “colliery” means a group of separate pits which may 
number from two to literally hundreds).

The pits known to have been worked by this Company after 1856 included 
(with dates of sinking if known):

Old Park Pits, Pudley Hill, Hall, Randlay (c1820), Cuxeys Wood (1834), 
Forge (1825), Grange (1833), Spout, Squires, Hinkshay and Stirchley.

The Old Park Company continued to operate the Estate’s collieries and 
furnaces until 1871 when it was wound up. From this time the operators 
were:

 1871-73 R. Cheney (owners)
 1873-77 Wellington Iron & Coal Co. (lease)
 1878-84 A. Capel Cure (owners)
 1886- leased to Haybridge Iron Co. (see later)

The Botfield Company
Botfields continued to operate the collieries and furnaces on their own land 
after the loss of the lease in 1856. To the original furnaces at Dark Lane and 
Hinkshay they had also added the Langley Field furnace and pits.

Beriah Botfield died in 1863 and his wife and trustees continued to operate 
the works, mostly under the name of Leighton and Greenfell (the trustees 
until 1873). They were then sold to the Haybridge Company.

The pits known to have been worked by the Botfield Company after 1856 
included Dark Lane, New Dark Lane furnace and Lodge (to the east of the 
estate), and Hinkshay (Wallows), Moor Farm, Little Eyton (Eighton, sunk 
1828), and Meadow (or Forge). The ownership of the latter was the subject 
of dispute between the companies and some plans show it with one shaft 
each side of the boundary. Hinkshay, owned by the Estate was a different pit 
to that with the same name operated by the Company.

The 1874 lists of furnaces and collieries shows:

Haybridge iron Co. (i.e. the Botfields)

  Furnaces	 	 Collieries
  Dark Lane - 4 furnaces (3 in blast) Dark Lane
  Hinkshay - 4 furnaces (2 in blast) Hinkshay
    Park
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The 1874 list continues:

Wellington Coal and Iron Company (Old Park Company)
  Furnaces	 	 Collieries
  Old Park - 4 furnaces (2 in blast) Malinslee
    Stirchley
    Old Park

The 1879 list of furnaces and collieries shows:

Haybridge iron Co.
  Furnaces	 	 Collieries
  Hinkshay - 2 furnaces (not in blast) Dark Lane
    Hinkshay
    Park

E. Cheney (Malinslee & Stirchley Estate)
  Furnaces	 	 Collieries
  Old Park - 3 furnaces (not in blast) Malinslee
    Stirchley
    Old Park

It seems that all 5 sets of furnaces, the earliest Old Park, the Stirchley, 
Hinkshay or Jerry, Dark Lane and Langley Field closed or were about 
to close in the 1870s. It is possible that one of the Hinkshay or Stirchley 
furnaces continued until the early 1880s.

The Haybridge Iron 
Company
This company took over the furnaces 
and mines of the Botfield Company 
in 1873 and of the Estate in 1886, 
again combining the operations, 
but by then there were no active 
furnaces.

The pits are listed as (the depths 
being taken from the 1891 list - 
all pits were working “coal and 
ironstone”):

Little Eyton (500ft.), Park (125ft.) 
(both from the Botfields) and Spout 
(540ft.), Wood (500ft.), Squires 
(260ft.), Lawn (540ft.), Wagoners 
Fold (290ft.), Grange (540ft.), 
Pudley Hill (540ft.) (all from the 
Estate).

Malinslee and Hall were “standing” 
but Hall was about to be re-opened.

Pits
(For shaft positions see the 
map on next page - names in 
italics not shown on map)

Estate Control
1. Pudley Hill
2. Hill
3. Old Park ?
4. Spout/Holywell
5. Lodge
6. Randlay
7. Cuxeys
8. Hinkshay
9. Stirchley

Furnaces: A, B

Botfield Control
10. Dark Lane
11. New Dark Lane
12. Furnace
13. Lodge
14. Hinkshay (Wallows)
15. Moor Farm
16. Little Eyton
17. Meadow (Forge)

Furnaces: C, D, E

The Collieries and Furnaces of the Telford Town Park Area
Continued ...
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Figure 1
Telford Town Park Area with comments and pit locations over-layed on the OS base map.

The Collieries and Furnaces of the Telford Town Park Area
Continued ...
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In 1893 the operations were leased to A.J.Jones under the name “Stirchley 
Coal and Iron Company”. The list of mines in 1894 shows the employment 
figures. (Only ‘coal’ was being worked. Francis Ferriday was manager and 
Henry Tudor was undermanager.)

  Spout Pit  12 u/g, 6 on surface
  Squire Pit  25 u/g, 8 on surface
  Wagoners Fold Pit  19 u/g, 3 on surface
  Grange Pit  36 u/g, 7 on surface
  Pudley Hill Pit  18 u/g, 7 on surface
  Park Pit  13 u/g, 7 on surface

This company ceased operations in 1898 and the pits were taken over again 
by the Haybridge Company under F.Ferriday. The Malinslee and Stirchley 
Estate was sold off in parcels between 1897 and 1904.

The list of mines in 1900 shows the Haybridge Iron Company to be 
operating Lawn Pit with 7 employees, Park Forge Pit (19 employees) and 
Pudley Hill Pit (27 employees), while the 1908 list shows 35 at Lawn Pit 
only. It also says the pits “closed 1908, plans to HQ March 1909”. 

All these entries show that they were only working coal. No further entries 
for the company or the mines listed above have been found but it is known 
that attempts have been made to open some of the pits by others since, but 
with no great success. The Haybridge Iron Company, which was formed in 
1864, closed locally in 1983.

Clay extraction continued in the area, 
particularly from the Randlay open 
pit, until the 1960s, and extraction 
of slag from the waste tips and 
sandstone from the quarries also 
continued throughout the early years 
of the 20th century.

The development of the two private 
standard gauge mineral railways is 
not dealt with here.
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What the Papers Said - “Gloucester Citizen”
Submitted by David Poyner

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.
PERKINS BEACH CONSOLS, LIMITED.

SINCE the appearance the preliminary Advertisement of this Company, issued on eve of important operations 
the Mine, we are able to make the announcement that “The Great Spar Lode,” which proved so enormously 
rich in the upper Levels, has been opened upon in the deep Adit Level. Important communication from 
Capt. RIDGE : June 9. —”I beg to inform you that The Great Spar Lode we are driving upon East the 
Deep Adit Level is improving Width. A good, strong, kindly Lode.”  June 16.—” We are making good 
progress in driving East upon The Great Spar Lode, and in about 5 or 6 fathoms further I expect we shall 
cross the Pump Sump Lode where it forms a junction with the Great Spar Lode. The Great Spar Lode strong 
and kindly composed, principally of White Elvan and Lime Spar, similar in character to the Snailbeach 
and Tankerville Mines.” 

THE PERKINS BEACH CONSOLS, LIMITED, IS considered to be one of the most promising Mining 
Enterprises ever brought before the Public. The adjoining Mines Snailbeach, Roman Gravels, and Tankerville 
Consols have returned during the past Ten Years about ONE STERLING. CAPITAL £60,000 in 60.000 
Shares £1 each, of which 20,000 are reserved to the Vendors.

DIRECTORS The Right Hon. the Earl of Mar, Wilton, Ross, Chairman. Lieut -Col. William Gordon 
Alexander, 39, Dover Street, Piccadilly, W. C. Chase Parr, Esq., The Common, Chislehurst. W. Boucher, 
Esq., Shrewsbury. Bankers : Messrs. Martin and Co., 68, Lombard Street, E.C. Broker : Archibald J. Smyth, 
Esq., 16a Tokenhouse Yard and The Stock Exchange. Solicitor Ackman Storry, Esq., 27, Lombard Street, 
E.C., and 51, Lincoln’s Inn Field. Secretary (pro. term.): George Whineray Mad field, Esq. Temporary ; 6a, 
Austin Friars, E.C. Prospectus may be had tho Bankers, Solicitor, or Broker, and at the Offices of Company.

Saturday 18 June 1881
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Andy Wood in the recently found shaft/stope near Ladywell.

Ian Cooper as the stretcher Jockey 
on the training tower at Telford Fire 
Station Open Day.

(Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)

Saturday 8th August – MCRO 
demonstrations at Telford Central 
Fire Station as part of Shropshire 
Fire & Rescue Service open day.

July 2015
Wednesday 1st July – Ian 
Cooper, Andy Harris, Steve 
Holding & Andy Wood visited 
Clive Mine. The traverse was 
rigged ahead of a visitor’s trip and 
the steps on the traverse improved.
Thursday 9th July – Various club 
members involved with visitors to 
Clive Mine.

Wednesday 15th July – Steve 
Holding and Andy Wood carried 
out SRT training with Chris Booth-
Jones.

Saturday 18th July – Alan 
Robinson and Steve Holding visited 
Fron Goch mine in the morning 
(separate trip report from AR in 
Below 2015.3, pp3-5) and carried 
out some bolting at Cwmystwyth in 
the afternoon.

Sunday 19th July – Alan 
Robinson and Steve Holding 
visited many high levels in the 
Cwmystwyth area and descended 
into stoping in the King’s/Queen’s 
adits area (separate trip report by 
SH Below 2015.3, p6).

Wednesday 22nd July – Peter 
Eggleston, Steve Holding, Evan 
Kinsey, Kelvin Lake, Richard Silk 
and Andy Wood visited locations 
around Ladywood and Gravels. 
Initially a recently found shaft/stope 
top near Ladywood was checked 
– after removal of branches and 
other debris, there was no obvious 
route down but it was considered 
worthy of a revisit with spades 
etc. The level near Boundary Shaft 
was checked and confirmed to go 
just a short distance beyond an 
open shaft/stope. Another shaft 
in the area was examined and it 
was suggested this be re-visited 
for descent and/or MineCam 
exploration.

Wednesday 29th July – Mike 
Davies, Steve Holding and Andy 
Wood visited Snailbeach and 
climbed the ‘back-stope’. This 
route is often very wet and very 
loose and, as such, rarely visited. 
On this occasion, the route was dry, 

except at the very top, and the lower 
sections reasonable firm but there 
was lots of loose rock on the move 
higher-up (we progressed in three 
stages taking refuge in protected 
locations while the others climbed or 
descended). 

Two new bolts were placed at the 
bottom of the vertical climb and the 
rope cut and rearranged such that 
the hand-line up the stope is now 
anchored at the bottom of the vertical 
section and there is a hanging line to 
assist climbing the vertical section. 
A ladder placed many years ago 
appeared sound and Andy Wood 
had a short inspection of the area 
above the vertical section. An area to 
re-visit but with small numbers and 
only when dry.

Thursday 30th July – Steve 
Holding, Neal Rushton and Andy 
Wood visited Huglith to re-examine 
the drop from surface down in to 
the main stope in the vicinity of 
the ‘blue pritties’. Neal and Andy 
bolted to allow a ‘dog-leg’ approach 
and descent from a pillar – Andy 
made a further descent but was still 
above the main floor (he was on a 
level that was probably rock on false 
floor). More bolting and more rope 
required.
 

August 2015
Wednesday 5th August – Andy 
Wood and Mike Worsfold provided 
SRT Training for prospective 
member Chris Archibald.

SCMC Trip Reports
Steve Holding

Wednesday 12th August – Steve 
Holding and Andy Wood provided 
SRT training to Chris Booth-Jones. 
One of the ropes in the ‘Baryte 
Stope’ was removed for washing.

Saturday 15th August – with 
SMT, rails partly laid in preparation 
for the delivery of the replica 40 
Yard Truck.
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Steve Holding abseils into the 
waterwheel pit at Bedlam furnaces 
during the Club investigation.

(Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)

Andy Kennelly and Steve Holding watching the ‘Crag Rescue’ during the 
SFRS Open Day - Steve provided a running commentary for the audience 
during the demo.

Sunday 16th August – in the 
morning, Chris Andrews, Mike 
Davies, Steve Holding, Evan Kinsley 
and Allan Richardson visited Fron 
Goch mine – after pushing aside the 
bitter lemon bottles, all climbed the 
ladderway installed by Roy Fellows 
but only Evan ventured through the 
crawl (subsequently finding that he 
probably lost his watch in the crawl). 

In the afternoon, all, except Evan, 
went to Cwmystwyth.  Chris and 
Allan explored above the skipway 
while Mike and Steve replaced the 
rope up the skipway.

Monday 17th August – Stuart 
Cowper, Mike Davies, Steve 
Holding, Alan & Vicky Robinson 
and Andy Wood returned to the level 
above Queen’s adit bolted by Alan 
and Steve in July. This pitch was 
descended (30-35’) and this time a 
second pitch (40-45’ down a slope) 
was descended to the Queen’s adit 
horizon. 

There is a flooded stope, covered 
by a platform with the base of a 
hand winch and the entrance to a 
ladderway – there is also a good 
view of timber platforms above – all 
holding a lot of stacked deads. It is 
possible to see daylight through a 
small hole at the entrance but a lot 
of digging would be required to give 
access through the portal. 

Subsequently, the whole group went 
into Herbert’s Level (to view the big 
stopes), Aldersons Level and Day 
Level (near Jacklas).

Wednesday 18th August – 
Mike Davies, Steve Holding and 
Andy Wood visited Yewtree Level, 
Snailbeach. It took time to cut 
through the vegetation to get to 
the level and then the lock needed 
unearthing. Inside, little had changed, 
other than the water level was up and 
had obviously been higher judging 
by all the displaced loose timber. An 
approach to continue the dig was 
identified but work is really required 
outside to do a better job of dropping 
the water level.

Thursday 20th August – Mike 
Davies and Steve Holding visited 
Roberts Level – the ropes in the 
‘Baryte Stope’ were switched (the 
cleaned rope installed and the other 
rope removed for washing) and there 
was a check for scaffold poles to 
use in moving the replica 40 Yard 
Truck when returned – there are four 
long lengths behind the big chamber 
shelter.

Wednesday 26th – Peter 
Eggleston, Andy Harris, Steve 
Holding, Kelvin Lake and Neal 
Rushton were involved with 
investigations into the culverts below 
Bedlam Furnaces. Steve abseiled 

SCMC Trip Reports
Continued ...

into the water wheel pit but no outlet 
could be found – no other obvious 
routes to culverts could be found. 
Steve and Kelvin abseiled down the 
river bank looking for the culvert 
outlets – one was located but the 
river level was too high to permit 
entry.

September 2015
Monday 7th – various Club 
members and members of Shropshire 
Mines Trust were involved with 
installation of the replica of the 
40 Yard Truck – now placed in 
the Baryte Stope and can be seen 
by members of the general public 
visiting Roberts Level.

Wednesday 16th – Andy Wood 
and Steve Holding visited the 40 
Yard Level, Snailbeach.

Thursday 24th – Huglith Mine 
- Andy Wood and Steve Holding 
visited the tramming level on the 
Main Vein Workings, entering via the 
winze from Badger Level.

Wednesday 30th – Andy Wood 
and Steve Holding carried out SRT 
training with Dave Roberts in the 
Baryte Stope, Snailbeach.
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Shropshire Archives has three plans 
showing the underground workings 
of Snailbeach, deposited as part of 
the archive of Henry Dennis, the 
manager of the mine from 1871.

The plan 4743/18 shows workings to 
1909, with other additions in pencil 
(including Paraffin Level) and is 
probably a close representation of the 
workings when pumping ceased in 
1911, resulting in the abandonment 
of all workings below the 112 yard 
level.

Plan 4743/19 is catalogued as 
showing workings in 1867, but in 
fact carries annotations to 1871. 
These give dates from 1861 to 1871 
showing the extents of workings; the 
levels are drawn in different colours. 

On the back of this sheet the plan has 
been redrawn; the same levels are 
shown but there are some differences 
in the positions of the roads. There 
are no annotations on this plan, apart 
from the depths of the levels, which 
are all drawn in one colour. The 
position of the roads on the redrawn 
plan agrees with how they are shown 
on the 1909 maps. Both plans show 
workings down to the 432 yard level. 

Snailbeach Mine Plans
David Poyner

The chief differences in the positions 
of the roads are around Chapel Shaft. 
The 80 yard level shows especially 
marked changes in its course; I 
presume this is what is now known 
as the 90 yard level. There are also 
differences in the extent of workings 
on Perkin’s Level, with the annotated 
plan showing much more extensive 
workings to the east under Lord’s 
Hill. Both plans agree that there was 
a long cross-cut heading north from 
the 80 yard level, close to its junction 
with Old Shaft. I do not know the 
purpose of this; I would guess it was 
driven to explore the ground under 
Snailbeach Coppice, but I am open to 
correction!

The 1909 plan has annotations from 
1876 onwards, giving the dates of 
various headings and cross-cuts. 
These also have notes about the 
nature of the strata and sometimes 
give the name of the workman in 
charge of operations.

A prominent feature is a cross-
cut of 1882-3 from the 282 yard 
level heading towards Maddox 
Coppice and thence to Callow Hill; 
presumably part of the abortive plan 
to construct an alternative  drainage 

level. The plan also shows how much 
of the eastern workings of Perkin’s 
level had been lost to a fall; in 
response, the ground to the west had 
been developed. It is also interesting 
to note that part of the 80 yard level 
close to Old Shaft had collapsed; 
alternative access via a stope from 
the 40 yard seems to have been 
developed.

Figures 1 and 2 compare the 
workings around Perkin’s Level 
and Chapel Shaft as shown on the 
annotated 1871 map and the 1909 
map.

I leave it others to compare these 
with what has been mapped by 
recent surveys!

The full version of both of these 
maps are on the club website (I have 
included annotations  from 1871 
on the 1909 map), as well as the 
redrawn 1871 map.

Figure 1: Workings around Chapel Shaft as shown on the annotated 1871 plan (Shropshire Archives 4743/19).

On opposite page - Figure 2: 
Workings around Chapel Shaft as 
shown on the 1909 plan (Shropshire 
Archives, 4743/18).
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Snailbeach Mine Plans
Continued ...

On the internet Stephen Henshall 
noted a collection of photocopies of 
Shropshire mining material being 
offered for sale by a book dealer in 
Fort William for £36.00 plus P&P. 

After discussion at a club meeting it 
was decided that, as the descriptions, 
if vague, sounded interesting, 
the club could not do other than 
purchase the collection. Stephen 
negotiated a price of £20.00, post 
paid and the items were purchased. 
An orange card ‘folder’ arrived with  
a substantial number of photocopies 
bound with steel clips and masking 
tape headed ‘Gold Mining Dolgelty, 
Glasdir Copper Mine, Snailbeach 
Lead Mine, Mine Captains Journal’, 
but otherwise anonymous.

The first eighteen sheets are the 
chapter (pps 54-79) on gold mining 
from a 1950 book ‘Treasures of 
the Mawddach’ by Hugh J Owen, 
published by  Robert Evans.

The Fort William Photocopies
Mike Shaw

The second thirteen sheets are copies 
of copies from ‘The Advertiser’ 
c1900 (after the death of William 
Oldfield). These are items probably 
collected by Sir jasper More and 
contain ‘A brief account of the lead 
mines at Minsterley’, some historical 
notes about the Snailbeach Company 
and extracts from William Lovett’s 
1784 journal. These are known 
about, though the whereabouts of 
William Lovett’s journal is not. Two 
pages are duplicated.

The remainder of the collection 
are selected copies from William 
Oldfield’s ‘letters outward’ book 
from 2nd December 1896 to 14th 
December 1897. This book is a 
bound set of flimsies (or ‘tissue 
book’) which were deposited, on the 
Club’s (then SMC) behalf in 1968 by 
Ken Lock, now SA reference 1950/8. 
The flimsies are just what they say, 
effectively thin tracing paper with 

sequential numbers on the reverse, 
they are folded and creased and 
difficult to read, whoever did the 
copying was a brave person!

The letters copied deal with a range 
of topics including the removal 
of compensation to the mother of 
a victim of the 1895 Snailbeach 
disaster, a possible turntable for the 
Snailbeach railway and Oldfield’s 
negotiation with Vieille Montagne 
over their possibly leasing Bog Mine.

A few letters from John Jones over 
his dispute with Perkins Beach mine 
are included, Oldfield acted as a 
consultant in the case and copied 
Jones’ letters into his letters outward 
book. 

The copies are Xerox copies on plain 
folio size paper, suggesting that they 
may have been done in a legal office 
the most likely users of such a sized 
paper.
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How they arrived in Fort William is 
not absolutely clear. The bookseller 
purchased some items including 
these from a Glasgow book dealer 
some years ago, they were  from the 
library of a Glasgow academic.

The only clue now remaining is 
the academic’s signature which 
may read Vaughan (or the first 
letter may be a W, therefore 
possible Waugh) and that he was 
in the Department of Mining and 
Petroleum Engineering. I have found 
no reference to Glasgow University 
having had such a department but 
Strathclyde University did from 
1980 to 1988 (and Department of 
Mining Engineering from 1964 to 
1980) but no one named Vaughan or 
Waugh appears in their web archive. 
There was a G Waugh president of 
the  Mining Institute of Scotland 
for 1978/9, but I have found no 
connection between him and either 
university.

If anyone remembers a Scottish 
professor or anyone named Vaughan, 
Waugh or any name confusable 
with them, asking for material on 
Shropshire mines maybe a little more 
of the story can be teased out.

My thanks to Stephen Henshall, to 
Nick Southwick for the technical 
information on the copies and to 
Chris Robinson of Creaking Shelf 
Books for his time in going through 
his stock to find the information on 
the former owner.

Notes
Folio - is this primarily a legal paper 
size, if so would only a legal office 
have such a copier?

The Xerox copies are held between 
card covers with ‘folder’ clips then 
taped.

At some point someone has written 
a “translation” between the lines of 
text on the letters and then re-copied 
them - it is these copies that are in 
the folder. The handwriting of the 
originals is quite difficult to read.

Folder Contents
1.  Gold Mining, chapter vii of 

Owen,Hugh. J, ‘Treasures of the 
Mawddach’, Robert Evans 1950. 
18 sheets covering pages 54-79, 
one duplicate.

2.  Shropshire’s Lead Mines - copies 
from a newspaper, possibly the 
Advertiser, probably c1900 (W 
Oldfield was dead) possibly by 
Jasper More, contains A brief 
account of the lead mines at 
Minsterley, some historical 
notes about the Snailbeach 
Company and extracts from 
William Lovett’s 1784 Journal. 
Comprising 11 different sheets, 
2 duplicates. These are copies of 
copies.

3.   What looks like William 
Oldfield’s copies of outgoing 
letters from 2 December 1896 to 
14 December 1897 (though two 
are from John Jones of Perkins 
Beach, see the Local Studies 
‘Stiperstones Mining Area’). 
This is not the complete outgoing 
letters I think, see SA 1950/4

The item dated: 28 May 1897 re 
turntable is from 1950/4 at a quick 
glance none of the others I have 
noted from 1950/4 are present.

Some Follow-up Tasks
a.  Check the letters against 1950/4
b.  Scan the ‘Letters’ pages and 

make PDFs of them.
c.  Type up the ‘Letter’ in Word to 

make them more accessible.

[Task b has been completed by 
Kelvin and task c is in hand.]

Chris Robinson, the Bookseller 
rang back. The signature on his 
one remaining item probably read 
Vaughan but could be Waughan 
of the Department of Mining and 
Petroleum Engineering which may 
have been Glasgow or Strathclyde 
University. Straclyde had a 
Department of M. and P.E. from 
1980-1988 and a Department of 
Mining Engineering from 1964-
1908, but I cannot find a Vaughan.

References
SA 08 July 1950/ deposited on behalf 
of SMC by Ken Lock 1968

/8 is a bound flimsies letters outward 
book of William Oldfields, 12 1896-
12 1897 which includes the items in 
the purchased material.

/4 is loose correspondence and 
includes the original ‘turntable’ letter 
of  1897 to Denis’s. One clue is the 
reversed printed numbers mainly 
hidden by the binding which tie up 
with the numbered flimsies.

The apparently ‘wrong’ letters from 
John Jones re dispute at Perkins 
Beach are in the flimsies as hand 
written copies by William Oldfield 
who was consultant.

Footnote
There are some interesting details 
and facts in the letters concerning 
Snailbeach and surrounding mines.

Once the ‘typing’ project is 
completed it is proposed to re-
produce them in Below. Copies of 
the documents (both PDF and Word) 
could be made available to Club 
members on CD.

Other Interesting Books
Shropshire Mines Trust have also 
recently acquired two interesting old 
mine books:

Tankerville	Great	Consols	
Company	Ltd.	Tutwork	Settings	
book.
This covers the period July 1881 to 
January 1884 - effectively the entire 
working life of the mining Company.

Snailbeach	Company	-	Order	and	
Receipts	Book
This “Orders and Receipts” book 
covers the period of June 1857 to 
March 1859.

This is a significant period as the 
peak years for output from the mine 
occurred in 1850s.

Both books have been photographed 
and the images put onto CD.

The Fort William Photocopies
Continued ...
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The Surface Mining Environment in India in the 1980s
Ivor Brown

After the work in Bahrain (Below 
2015.2) and further lecturing at 
the Royal School of Mines, while 
working in land stability, derelict 
land reclamation and mineral 
planning the writer was again 
approached. The School had been 
asked to recommend someone to 
assist the Government of India 
in mineral matters. They needed 
someone:
(1) to give lectures to groups 

associated with a national 
seminar on Mining and 
Environment at the Indian School 
of Mines, Dhanbad in Bihar 
State.

(2) to assist in adapting the mining 
syllabuses at the School to 
include environmental content 
and to introduce the subject to 
students and staff and

(3) to assist with the introduction of 
controls for mining operations 
by statute through the newly 
formed Indian Department of the 
Environment.

The writer was to be based at the 
School of Mines in Dhanbad and 
to be paid at Senior Lecturer rate 
with all the expenses to be borne 
by the British Council overseas 
development fund. The work would 
involve leave from work for at least 
a month.

A week was to be spent on a 
familiarisation tour of sites in the 
states of West Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa in part accompanied by the 
newly appointed mineral planning 
officer for India. This would enable 
him to become familiar with the 
matters considered in British 
practice. The sites included 6 surface 
mines and quarries, two visits 
underground at coal mines, an iron 
smelter, a cement works and the 
Mines Research Establishment and 
mines rescue stations. It involved 
much travel and overnight stays in 
Company “Guest” houses.

It soon became obvious that the 
Indian Companies were not happy 
with having someone from the 
Government on the visits and he 

left, but the tours continued. (As an 
alternative the writer arranged for 
him to join his team in Yorkshire on 
his return so that he got to see how 
the system worked).

The Mining School
The work was based in the states 
of West Bengal, Bihar and Orissa - 
all in the north-east of India, close 
to Bangladesh and Nepal. The 
nearest large city is Calcutta and 
the important coking coal area is 
the Jharia Coalfield about 5½ hours 
“fast” express train (Black Diamond 
express!) distance away. In 1980 the 
coalfield was producing 8 million 
tonnes of prime coking coal and 5 
million tonnes of general coal per 
year from mainly thick seams (over 
30ft.) from 85 mines and many 
opencast sites.

The Indian School of Mines is in 
this Coalfield at the smoky town of 
Dhanbad (even the main entrance 
road leading to the School is lined 
by small “houses” each with a pile 
of burning coal at its front door - the 

coking coal has to be part-burnt 
before it can be put in a domestic 
fireplace - see figure 1).
The School is fairly modern, brick 
built and has about 130 mining 
students in each year of its 4 year 
undergraduate course, and about 130 
post graduate students (In addition 
to many more in the departments of 
geology, chemistry, physics, maths 
and general engineering). As India 
has so many languages all classes are 
held in English. The chief problem 
for students at the time was that there 
were on average 11 power-cuts per 
day due to the fact that coal could 
not be got to power stations fast 
enough because of very poor roads 
and railways.

At each power cut students lost all 
their work on computers and had to 
dive for cover under mosquito nets in 
the darkness.

The Mines
The surrounding coal mines were 
reminiscent of British mines in the 
1920s some timber headframes, 

Figure 1: Dhanbad - with burning coking coal heap alongside the road, 1982.
(I.J.Brown)

Figure 2: Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad, 1982.        (I.J.Brown)
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steam winders, completely 
disorganised, bottled in by housing 
and vast numbers of workers. 
The whole shrouded with smoke 
and fumes from great open fires, 
intentional and “spontaneous” - all 
exposed coals seemed to ignite 
immediately they were exposed to 
air, particularly in the opencast sites 
(see figures 3 and 4).

One of the first mines studied was 
Ena Colliery, producing 700 tons per 
day from 1100 persons. The seam 
was 12.4m thick and was worked in 
3 lifts by room and pillar methods. 
The bottom lift of 4m was taken first. 
The space left was filled with back-
stowed sand brought in by water 
pipes. This was allowed to drain into 
gutters and water was pumped out of 
the pit. The middle lift would then 
be taken and then stowed in a similar 
way. Finally the top lift would be 
taken.

There was much movement of 
material - for one tonne of coal 
about 1.3 tons of sand were needed, 
together with vast quantities of water 
(3 water to 1 sand mix is used). 
The coal was loaded at the face into 
baskets carried to tubs then hauled 
by ropes.

The stowing sand is obtained from 
quarries in the bed of the river 
Damodar about 20 miles away. 
There were 3 large working areas. 
At each quarry site there was a 
200 ton per hour capacity floating 
suction dredger which loaded on to 
a drag-scraper with buckets and the 
sand was transported to a head-mast 
working on a radius of about 1,000ft. 
The sand was deposited in a bunker 
and then loaded into buckets of 
about 1 ton capacity on a monocable 
ropeway. 

There was a ropeway to each quarry 
which led to a central bunker up 
to 1 mile away at which all coals 
load into buckets on a 20 mile long 
bicable (then the longest in the 
world). This travelled at 800ft. per 
minute and delivered 500 tons per 
hour.

After depositing in the main 
stockpile dump in the Coalfield 
the sand was delivered to collieries 
by further bicable ropeways and 
conveyors. The sand in each ‘quarry’ 
was replenished by flood waters 
in each monsoon period so the 
equipment never had to be moved to 
new sites.

Surrounding Ena and other collieries 
were opencast coal sites, some 
worked entirely manually by shovel 
and female carriers (baskets on 
heads or on stretchers between 2 
people), others worked by rope-
shovel excavators. There is very 
little overburden and at many sites 
the coal is on fire continuously. 

The Surface Mining Environment in India in the 1980s
Continued ...

Figure 3:
Small coal mine 
with burning 
opencast site 
adjacent, Jogta, 
India, 1982.

(I.J.Brown)

Figure 4:
Burning opencast 
coal site with 
coking kilns in 
the background, 
Jharia Coalfield, 
India.

Figure 5: Moonidih Colliery Project, Jharia Coalfield, India.       (I.J.Brown)



17“Below” 2015.4

The Surface Mining Environment in India in the 1980s
Continued ...

This avoids the need to separate 
coking in kilns or heaps, but is most 
destructive and obnoxious. Some 
attempts were made to control it by 
water flush, blanketing with debris 
and barriers. Large open casts were 
being planned, but so much ground 
was considered “holy” because 
of early burial customs that riots 
would have occurred if it had been 
attempted.

At the other end of the scale there 
were new mine projects, such as 
Moonidih Colliery then being 
developed by Polish engineers. The 
shafts were about 550m deep and 
employed 2,500 persons.

The seam expected to be worked 
was about 15m thickness or more. 
working was partly in pillar and stall 
(some roadways 30-40 ft. high) but 
aiming to be entirely on longwall 
in future. (One face had a British 
Shearer and Dowty 4 leg chock 
supports). Every form of haulage 
(except animal), including 2.5 ton 
capacity minecars and battery locos 
was in use. Many problems such as 
water, explosive gas, and mine fires 
were encountered.

Inspections also took place, visits to 
sites in Orissa State including iron-
ore mines (Kiriburu, Meghalatubura 
and Noamundi), manganese mines 
(West Joda) and limestone quarries 
at Thickpani. This was very much a 
mix of the old and the new, but the 
amount of female labour at work was 
most notable. 

The accompanying Government 
officers seemed interested, indeed 
impressed by comments made and 
the writer was involved over the next 
two years in writing ‘directives’.

The senior Indian officer came to 
England and watched the minerals 
planning team in West Yorkshire 
at work and has kept in touch until 
recently.

The writers visit to India concluded 
with a couple of weeks lecturing 
for the Indian School of Mining 

and in lecturing at the meetings of 
the Mines Inspectorate and Central 
Rescue Station and the State Central 
Mining Research Station. One of the 
mining professors came to England 
and spent some time with Yorkshire 
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India. 1982.             (I.J.Brown)

staff and has since kept in touch. 
Recently this has involved the writer 
in reading students’ thesis’ and acting 
as an assessor with Masters and PhD 
candidates. The project also led to 
further work in Indonesia!
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What the Papers Said - “Wellington Journal & Shrewsbury News”
Submitted by Steve Dewhirst

EXPLOSION AT A QUARRY NEAR 
WELLINGTON.

TWO QUARRYMEN INJURED.
An alarming accident occurred on Wednesday at 
Rushton, near Wellington, when William Active of 
Rushton, and Walter Griffiths of Eaton Constantine, 
were severely injured as the result of an explosion at 
the stone quarry, called the “Rushton Rock Hole”, 
which is situated under the Wrekin.

It appears that the men, who were at work in the 
quarry, put in a charge of gun-powder or some other 
explosive, and then retired a safe distance away. The 
charge did not explode after the usual interval, and the 
men went into the quarry again with the result that the 
charge immediately exploded, and both men sustained 
dreadful injuries, their faces being terribly lacerated.  
Dr. Wedd was summoned, and the workmen were 
removed to the Eye and Ear Hospital at Shrewsbury. 
At one time it was thought that owing to the dreadful 
nature of the injuries they would lose their sight, but 
hopes are now entertained that such will not be the 
case, and that the men will eventually recover. Active’s 
cap was found in a field 20 or 30 yards from where 
the explosion occurred.

1st March 1906

MINING IN SHROPSHIRE.
MEETING OF OWNERS AND 

MANAGERS.
Yesterday another meeting of mine owners and 
managers, convened by Mr. W. N. Atkinson 
(his Majesty’s Inspector of Mines), was held at 
Wellington to further consider the model special 
ruins for timbering in mines. The rules of the Mining 
Association of Great Britain are taken as the basis for 
special rules in each district, and it was re-commended 
that the North Staffordshire special rules should be 
adopted in Shropshire.- Mr.Beech, on behalf of the 
Lilleshall Company, intimated that the company 
would accept the North Staffordshire rules, with the 
exception of that relating to signalling, which was a 
little different in Shropshire from the system in other 
counties.-After full discussion it was unanimously 
resolved that the North Stafford rules be adopted for 
all coal and ironstone mines in the county, but that 
the pre-sent mode of signalling, which had been in 
existence for a great number of years and had worked 
satisfactorily, be continued.

17th May 1902

FATAL COLLIERY ACCIDENT 
NEAR ST. GEORGE’S.

MAN KILLED AND ANOTHER 
SERIOUSLY INJURED.

A pit accident of a terrible character occurred at the 
“Stafford” Collieries of the Lilleshall Company on 
Saturday, which are situated between St. George’s and 
Shifnal. It appears that an engine-man named William 
George Cartwright (38 years of age) and two other 
men, William Pickering and Daniel Williams, were 
engaged in doing repairs to a valve, a portion of the 
pumping apparatus in a water shaft. They had just 
completed their work, and were preparing, to ascend 
the shaft, when the beam upon which they were 
standing collapsed, and Cartwright was precipitated 
to the bottom of the pit, from which his lifeless body 
was taken out in a terribly-mangled condition a short 
time afterwards. Pickering also dropped down the 
shaft, but he missed striking against the sides of the 
boring, and though immersed in the water up to his 
neck, he managed to cling to a rod until he was rescued 
from his perilous position. The third man, Williams, 
had a miraculous escape, as he also was standing upon 
the beam, but at that portion which stood firm. He 
shouted, and was able to pull the bell wire, and was 
speedily brought to the surface. Williams and other 
men descended the shaft, and Pickering and the body 
of the unfortunate man Cartwright were brought to 
the top.

12th July 1902

GRUESOME DISCOVERY AT MADELEY
A collier named Samuel Thompson was engaged the 
other day in cleaning out a “sump” at the Styche’s pit, 
Madeley Wood, when he came across the remains of a 
man, a pair of boots, hat, and some old clothing. It is 
about 40 years since this part of the pit has been used, 
and where the remains were found is about 120 yards 
from the surface. The Chartermaster (Mr. M. Owen) 
having been acquainted of the above facts, he had 
the remains picked up and taken to a stable close by 
the pit. The police were subsequently communicated 
with, and they have reported the circumstances to the 
borough coroner. The skull has not been found, and 
the discovery has created a great deal of excitement 
in the district. About 40 years ago a man was missing 
from the neighbourhood; the clothes are so much 
decomposed that they are beyond recognition.

6th August 1898
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The following theory has been 
received from Roger Bird a member 
of the Welsh Mines Society about 
aspects of the early history of 
Snailbeach. So members can make 
up their own minds his letter is 
reproduced here (with a few edits to 
make it shorter). This is followed by 
some numbered observations at the 
end by of the article they tie in with 
those in the text.

Introduction
In June 2015, during the course 
of a Welsh Mines Society visit to 
Snailbeach, the sun was striking the 
front, bob wall, face of Old Engine 
House such that it revealed the 
presence of an inscription on a stone 
block set into the wall. Looking at 
it carefully, I could read the name 
‘Jones’ preceded by a Christian 
name that appeared to be John, but 
the degree of erosion left room for 
some doubt. I could at that time read 
no more of the remainder of the 
inscription, but I realised that since 
the date of the engine house was 
unknown, this, potentially, offered 
a way of narrowing down the date 
range even if a precise date could not 
be established.

The Inscribed Stone
The stone is 390mm wide by 305mm 
in height and is 2.6m above ground 
level towards the right-hand side of 
the wall. I am satisfied from farther 
inspection that the name running 
across the top of the stone is John 
Jones1. Running across the centre 
was probably some further lettering, 
but I have been unable to decipher 
those apparent characters. In the 
lower third, I believe there was a 
date. I can make out a ‘1’	and a very 
shallow mark in the form of a figure 
8 2 immediately to the right of it, but 
no more. Perhaps more sophisticated 
computer analysis of photographs 
would reveal the whole date.

The name John Jones initially meant 
nothing to me, but I was struck by 
the similarity between this stone 
and one shown in Plate 2 of the A.S. 
Cuckson paper “Snailbeach Mine: 
Pumping and Winding Machinery 
c.1782-1856”, British Mining No.78, 

2005. This has the inscription’(?) 
JONES	&	CO	1837 and is built 
into the wall of the Wagbeach Adit 
waterwheel pit. Although there are 
slight differences, the format of the 
inscription and the name Jones are 
common to both stones. The fact that 
both stones are also different from 
the iron plaques with the Snailbeach 
Co. identification suggests the Old 
Engine House inscription is of the 
same period as the Wagbeach one. 
It was clearly appropriate to find 
out who this John Jones was and to 
define his role.

John Jones
Within the history of Snailbeach, the 
name John Jones appears at several 
separate periods. There are two 
potential candidates, John Jones of 
Oswestry, tanner, and the Jones of 
the 1837 Wagbeach stone.

Although the name Thomas Lovett 
of Chirk is prominent in the early 
history of the mine, I would, 
categorise him as a ‘proprietor 
of mines’ implying that the mine 
itself was run by an agent. This is 
confirmed in the May 5th, 1801, will 
of Thomas Lovett (National Library 
of Wales Chirk Castle F5366) in 
which a small bequest is made to ‘Mr 
John Naylor agent to Snealbeach 
mine company’. This suggests a 
reward for good service over a period 
of years so it is likely that Naylor 
managed the mine whilst the Lovett 
lease got going. If the Old Engine 
House is as old as has been claimed, 
then the name on the inscribed stone 
should be Lovett or Naylor and the 
faint date should be 17~ not 18~. 2

From the Lovett Will and also that of 
another principal shareholder, Randle 
Jones, it becomes clear that many of 
the early shareholders were related. 
Thomas Lovett married Mary Jones, 
sister of Randle Jones and of John 
Jones. John Jones of Oswestry, 
tanner, was named as executor for 
Thomas Lovett and also trustee for 
the four nieces of Randle Jones who 
were left his two shares. In that latter 
role, John Jones of Oswestry may 
have played an active proprietorial 
role at the mine, but with the mine 

then being run by an agent, it is hard 
to see why it would be his name on 
the Old Engine House stone.

The John Jones of the Wagbeach 
stone is more readily identifiable 
thanks to documents in N.L.W. John 
Jones does not explicitly give his 
title, but he is a salaried employee 
of Snailbeach and clearly intimately 
involved with its finances in the 
period 1837-1839 (date on stone 
1837). I think there can be little 
doubt that he is the ‘JONES’ on 
the Wagbeach stone and the best 
contender for the ‘John Jones’ 
of the Old Engine House stone. 
He was succeeded by Captain 
Harrison, but when did Jones take 
up his employment? If that can 
be determined, then it provides a 
terminus post quem for the engine 
house.

The earliest reference I could find 
to John Jones in this period is in a 
draft Bill for Parliament in SA 800: 
Longueville box 25D which refers to 
a lease having been surrendered in 
September 1834 following which a 
new lease was granted to J V Lovett, 
T Lovett and J Jones Esqrs. The draft 
relates to a further application for 
a new lease in 1837 which appears 
to have been an attempt to gain 
greater security of tenure in view 
of the investment put into the mine. 
Something major was happening at 
this time that needs to be investigated 
and understood. The voluntary 
surrender of a lease is unusual. One 
reason for doing that may have been 
to bring in new capital in order to 
undertake major work at the mine 
which would explain the later draft 
Bill.

Role of the Old Engine 
House
To understand this, it is best to start 
in 1856 with the report by Stephen 
Eddy (SA 2847/14/163) and work 
backwards. He states that ‘until 
recently, there was only one Shaft in 
this extensive Mine, and that only to 
the depth of the 192 Yards level All 
the stuff water &c. from the workings 
deeper than this level, had to be 

Snailbeach Mine History - A Theory
A Letter to the Editor from Roger Bird, September 2015
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lifted by manual labour to the foot 
of the Shaft.’ The implication of this 
is that there was both pumping and 
winding from the 192 yards foot of 
the shaft upwards. Information about 
this plant is given in the engineer’s 
notebook (SA 2194/4) of the late 
1850s, accompanying a drawing of 
a small angle-bob, ‘L. Bob formally 
(sic) working at Snailbeach midway 
between Eng. and shaft head. Old 30 
IN Winding Eng. Decr 9th 1859’. 

This is compatible with what can be 
seen at Old/George’s Shaft today, 
an engine house standing too far 
back from the shaft to have been a 
dedicated pumping engine house and 
of a size suitable for a 30 inch beam 
engine powering winding machinery 
with a feed to an angle-bob that 
would have driven a low-powered 
pumping system in the shaft enabling 
the engine to fulfil both winding and 
pumping roles down, we are told, to 
the 192 yard level.

The problem with this arrangement 
is that by then, the need was to work 
at much lower levels. To extend 
winding down to these lower levels, 
a solution would have had to be 
found for a problem at the 192 yard 
level. Old Shaft appears to have 
been sunk vertically, passing through 
the vein at the 80/90 yard level and 
continuing downwards. At 192 yards, 
because of the substantial southerly 
underlie, a cross-cut would have 
been needed to reach the vein. The 
winding system, as configured, was, 
therefore, unsuitable for deeper 
working. The situation with respect 
to pumping was slightly better as 
pump rods can be turned through 
a right-angle, but the mention of a 
bob-plat at the 192 yard level in the 
Eddy report suggests that attempts 
to pump to lower depths may have 
been unsuccessful. I believe it was 
at this time that the company had to 
accept that the only way forward was 
to take the very expensive leap of 
sinking a new, deep engine shaft and 
equipping it with a pumping engine 
of adequate capacity for foreseeable 
needs, but could they afford to take 
this bold step?

The Wider View
Going back to the Thomas Lovett 
days, Aikin reports in 1797 that 
Snailbeach was being worked to a 
depth of 180 yards. The following 
year, however, Townson reported 
that the mine was little worked 
‘on account of some part of them 
being under water’. This raises the 
critical question of whether or not 
Snailbeach was a wet mine. Previous 
writers have concluded that it was 
wet and that both a steam engine 
and the Wagbeach Adit would have 
been essential. I have to query this 
because it is clear that in the pre-
New Engine Shaft period referred 
to by Eddy, the miners were able to 
keep their workings dry by manual 
means, also, if the original miners 
had been able to get down to 180 
yards by 1797, they too must have 
been able to keep water ingress to a 
manageable level.

So, whilst Snailbeach was certainly 
not a totally dry mine, it seems that 
it was not a truly wet one either, 
the problems increasing with depth. 
In a period when all that counted 
was profit, there would have been 
extreme reluctance to expend large 
sums of money on sophisticated 
drainage schemes if they could get 
by without them. In the case of 
Snailbeach, the length of the ore 
bodies along the vein would have 
enabled them to work profitably in 
the drier upper parts of the mine 
for a considerable time. Inevitably 
though, profits would have begun 
to fall off and a crisis would have 
loomed, a need for major investment 
in the mine, but inadequate capital to 
finance this.

Whether you regard the foregoing 
as valid deductive reasoning or 
baseless conjecture, the fact is 
that by 1827 the management was 
seeking external advice. The report 
of Absalom Francis is, I believe, 
very important, but, unfortunately, 
I was unable to locate it , so limited 
to the data in the SMT Snailbeach 
book. It reveals that a deep level was 
in the process of being driven under 
Callow Hill to drain Snailbeach, a 
total distance of 1650 fathoms, 1.8 

miles at roughly the 105m contour, 
which would define the maximum 
possible drainage depth if driven 
with zero gradient. Close to the 
buildings around George’s Shaft 
is the 245m contour which gives a 
difference of 140 metres (153 yards). 
The deep adit might just drain at the 
mine’s 152 yard level, but is more 
likely to have come in a little above 
had it been completed. The next 
level above is the 112 yards so, if 
the Wagbeach Adit already existed 
the deep level from Callow Hill 
would only have gained an extra 
40 yards at the most. Did Francis 
point this out? I would certainly 
expect him to have mentioned the 
relationship with the Wagbeach Adit 
if it existed then. This is a point that 
can perhaps be checked because if 
he did not mention the Wagbeach 
Adit it would suggest it did not exist 
in 1827. In either case, the Callow 
Hill adit would still not have drained 
the mine to the original 180 yard 
1797 depth let alone to the depths of 
later workings. Even if completed, 
it would have required some form 
of pumping engine to lift water up 
from the projected deeper levels. The 
whole scheme smacks of desperation 
and Francis was undoubtedly correct 
in recommending its abandonment in 
favour of a steam engine.

The improvements recommended 
at the smelting works were 
implemented and the Callow Hill 
adit was abandoned so the advice 
given was heeded. That suggests that 
the Old Engine House installation 
may also have been the response to 
Francis’s call for an engine which 
would suggest a date of about 
1830. Once it was realised that this 
installation was unsuitable other 
than for their immediate needs, the 
company may have been forced to 
either fail or restructure with new 
capital and put in the new engine 
shaft. The 1834 surrender of the lease 
followed by a new lease would be 
in line with the latter approach and 
the date of 1837 on the Wagbeach 
waterwheel pit suggests to me that 
the new shaft with its drainage adit, 
waterwheel and flat-rod system all 
went in at that time. That solved the 

Snailbeach Mine History - A Theory
Continued ...
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drainage problem and the Day Level 
of 1848 with its implied winding 
engine on Resting Hill provided the 
new winding facilities.

The Wagbeach Adit
The sequence of development 
deduced above has the following key 
stages:
a. Snailbeach had water problems 

that were manageable in the 
upper part of the mine, but 
became progressively worse in 
the deep part. Concentrating 
work in the upper part enabled 
the water problem to be set 
aside until diminishing returns 
from this upper part forced the 
management to act. They initiated 
a deep adit from Minsterley via 
Callow Hill. External reports 
were commissioned on the best 
way to further develop the mine.

b. Recommendations made in 
the reports were implemented 
and the dual function winding/
pumping engine in Old Engine 
House operated down to the 192 
yard level below which both ore 
stuff and water had to be lifted 
to the shaft bottom by manual 
means. This was unsatisfactory 
and a scheme suitable for both 
current and future needs had to be 
devised. The solution was a new 
engine shaft sited, up on Resting 
Hill with a deep adit driven in 
from Wagbeach to avoid pumping 
the water right up to surface. 
The pumping engine was to be a 
waterwheel at Wagbeach driving 
pumps in the shaft via flat-rods 
and angle-bob(s).

c. The new drainage scheme was 
essential, but needed more capital 
than the company had. In 1834, 
the lease was surrendered and a 
new lease taken out. The reason 
for this unusual step is likely to 
have been to liberate shares that 
could be sold to raise capital.

d. The date stone in the Wagbeach 
waterwheel pit indicates that the 
new scheme was approaching 
completion in 1837.

This sequence is not compatible 
with the chronology set down by 
A S Cuckson which has an adit 

driven in from Wagbeach as far as 
the vein circa 1797. The waterwheel 
installation of 1837 is then seen as 
operating to an unidentified deep 
sump3 until New Engine Shaft was 
sunk in 1848, the adit being then 
extended to the new shaft.

If we accept that the date stone of 
1837 provides indisputable evidence 
of the installation of pumping 
machinery along the Wagbeach Adit 
(long or short version), then there 
are three options; firstly, that the rods 
turned into the 112 yard level and 
went along that level to the cross-
cut from Old Shaft and there turned 
down on the underlie to the depths 
below, secondly, that on reaching 
the vein, the rods went down on the 
underlie via a winze/shaft to a sump 
deep below or, thirdly, they went 
straight through a continuation of the 
adit level to join New Engine Shaft 
and pump therefrom.

The first of these options involves a 
route that twists and turns too much 
for it to be practicable. This is ruled 
out.

The second option would seem to 
be viable if the mine was developed 
around an underlie shaft descending 
from the vein instead of from a new 
shaft. There would then have been no 
need, in terms of water ingress alone, 
for New Engine Shaft. The fact that 
the new shaft was sunk and served 
by the Wagbeach Adit plus the 
absence of evidence on the mine plan 
for an underlie shaft at the adit/vein 
junction3 testifies that this option can 
also be ruled out.

The process of elimination leaves 
the third option, that the whole shaft/
adit/waterwheel system dates to 
1837, as the probably correct one, 
but there is no absolute proof.

This does not necessarily mean that 
the first part of the Wagbeach Adit 
was not driven circa 1797, but to 
have been effective there would 
have to have been some method of 
pumping water up from the depths 
and evidence for any of this has not 
come to my notice. There are also 
doubts about whether the 112 yard 

level extended far to the west in 
1797. I am, therefore, sceptical about 
the claims made for the early history 
of this adit and await production of 
some convincing proof (such as a 
mention in the 1827 Francis report).

Conclusions
The chance discovery of an inscribed 
stone set into a wall of Old Engine 
House has offered a means of 
establishing more clearly the erection 
date of the building, previously 
thought to be around 1797. The stone 
almost certainly had a date, but is 
unreadable due to the eroded state 
of the inscription. The name on the 
stone, John Jones, almost certainly 
is that of the agent/manager who 
operated the mine in the eighteen 
thirties. He was replaced by Captain 
Harrison. Since this engine house 
would logically have preceded the 
pumping system installed in 1837 
at the mouth of the Wagbeach Adit 
where there is a date stone with the 
name Jones, an approximate date of 
1830 is suggested for the Old Engine 
House. At worst, it must lie within 
the limits of John Jones’s service if 
my deductions are correct.

The research done has also called 
into question the chronology of 
the Wagbeach Adit and of the New 
Engine Shaft. The former has been 
given a date of circa 1797 in its 
initial form whilst the latter has been 
dated by A S Cuckson to 1848. Both 
dates now potentially need correction 
to 1837 and further research is 
needed to clarify the issue.

A John Naylor has been identified as 
the agent at the mine in and before 
1801. Further local research should 
establish whether he is related to the 
Naylors occupying Santley, Shelve in 
later times.

Although this enquiry has been 
of short duration and has had the 
inconveniences of being far from 
the mine, it has made such progress 
that I am sure that some tenacious 
digging in Shropshire Archives and 
other sources will yield important 
new findings. I hope others will now 
take up the challenge.

Snailbeach Mine History - A Theory
Continued ...
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Some Follow-ups
After receiving Roger’s letter various Club members 
have investigated some of his ideas.

1. The Date Stone.
During the day it is possible to make out some writing 
on the stone, but there has to be direct sunlight and it 
has to come from a particular angle (see upper picture, 
right). One night with the aid of Peter Eggleston, using 
a video light on a pole, a series of photographs were 
taken as the light was moved around the stone (see 
second picture, right). 

Very little of the inscription can be read, but what can 
be seen is: “Joh . .  Jone” - no ‘s’ is visible and there is 
not a depression in the stone where the ‘s’ would be.

There are some unreadable letters on the line below. 

The style of the inscription does not really match the 
stone at Wagbeach.

2. Figure 8 ?
In the middle of the stone near the bottom, there  
appears to be a ‘1’. To the right of this is a depression - 
reputed to be the number ‘8’. However, the depression 
in the stone is such that no curve is visible, just an 
angled shape, which may possibly be a ‘7’. But the eye 
of faith has to be at full volume!

3. Wagbeach Adit and the 112 yard Level
The Shropshire Mines Trust have some plans and 
sections of the Snailbeach Mine that were surveyed 
by Captain Oldfield in November 1909. While this 
date is nearly a hundred years after the period under 
consideration the section does appear to show a winze 
connecting the 112 and 192 yard levels (see winze 
arrowed right).

The corresponding section also appears to show the 
112 and 192 yard levels crossing over (probable site of 
the winze) at approximately the same point that the Wagbeach adit 
reaches the 112 yard level (see arrow on plan, right). Although both 
have been reduced and traced by Percy Bight in March 1921, so 
errors may have crept in.

Having visited the 112 yard level and the cross-cut to Old Shaft it 
is unlikely that any pump rods along the adit actually went to Old 
Shaft. The possibility of rods descending an internal winze is much 
more likely. Workings deeper than 192 yards could easily have lifted 
water into launders or gutters on the 192 level to drain into a sump at 
the bottom of the winze. Please send any comments to the Editor for 
the next issue of Below.

Kelvin
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Hinkshay Tunnel

Corrections and Letters to the Editor

Malcolm Newton
A decision still needs to be made 
about the possibility of depositing 
Malcolm Newton’s scrapbooks in 
Shropshire Archives.

They need to be scanned before 
being deposited and copies made 
available to Club members. How 
will this be done and who will ‘look 
after’ the digital copies?

Mike Shaw

Cothercott Correction
I was horrified to realise that I made 
two mistakes in my Tuesday walks 
piece (Below 2015.3, page 8).

Building 3 had 8x4 inch steel 
stanchions and building 5 had 7x4s 
(two alterations please). 

Mike Shaw

Eimco Rocker Shovels

lifeline as a canary, so that I could 
(at least in theory) be pulled back 
if overcome by bad air.  The only 
time I have been life-lined on a 
completely solid flat floor!

On Cothercott, I remember during 
the preparation of the Account I 
did on the Shropshire lead mines, 
reading a fairly detailed description 
of baryte processing for sale.

It was a 20th century description, 
possibly Cothercott or Huglith.  It is 
presumably referenced in the account 
- I suspect that it was a Geological 
Survey publication that it appeared 
in.

John Heathcote

It was interesting to read the re-print 
of the exploration of the Hinksay 
tunnel in the last issue of Below, a 
tad over 32 years ago.

I have no recollection of all that 
detail, but I do remember digging 
through the rubbish at the base of a 
shaft, and I correctly remembered 
the direction of its curvature.  There 
were others present on the day, since 
it took a decent part of a day to get 
through.  What is its current state?

There is an additional detail that is 
not recorded.  I was first through 
into the dug-in section. We had no 
air quality monitoring equipment in 
those days, so I went though on a 

Of possible interest to SCMC 
members is an item in the latest issue 
of Industrial Railway Record (222, 
September 2015).

It is a 15 page piece on “Eimco Rail-
mounted Rocker Shovels” (pages 
410 to 424) by Rob Needham.

It details working methods and 
is illustrated with various colour 
photographs and drawings. The 
Shropshire Mines Trust is listed as 
owning 1 Eimco 12b.

[I think the Trust also has a ‘spare’ 
Eimco in Stuart Tomlins yard, Ed] 

Mike Shaw

Wagbeach Adit
There is no doubt that much of 
Wagbeach level is earlier than 1837. 
In ‘Below 1997.4, Winter 1997’, 
Andy Cuckson published an account 
of levels and shafts undertaken at 
Snailbeach from 1782 to 1820. They 
spent £4,000 on a level from “the 
Brook”, which must be Wagbeach.

David Poyner

BARITE
BAUXITE
BERYL
BORNITE
CHROMITE
CUPRITE
HUMITE

ILMENITE
POLLUCITE
RUTILE
SCHORL
SILICA
SMALTITE
SPHENE

STIBNITE
STILBITE
THORITE
THULITE
WADD
WULFENITE
ZIRCON

Can you find these 21 ores 
and minerals

Christmas Puzzles - No.1

Merry Christmas

Merry Christmas

in the box below?
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Christmas Puzzles - No.2

Down the Ladder
See if you can descend the ladder from FALL to SNOW by changing 
one letter at a time.

In case the ‘Christmas Spirit’ has made your head a little ‘fuzzy’ there 
are some clues for the words at each step of the ladder ... 

Be unsuccessful

Thin metal sheet

Idiot

Body part used for walking

Coal residue

Mucus

FALL

SNOW

There are 8 differences in the low
er 

picture on the left.

Spot the D
ifference

Can you find 
them?
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The Last Workings at Burgam Mine, Shropshire
An Answer to a Query, Ivor Brown

On the 7th March 1959 the 
“Manchester Guardian” reported on 
a visit to the mine. The manager Tom 
Rowson told them that for 6 years 
they had tunnelled 120 yards into 
the hill “looking for lead”, but had 
found only 7cwt worth £470 “in the 
raw state”. Official records however 
show that the mine was only granted 
planning permission by the Council 
in 1957, but this seems to have been 
given retrospectively (not an unusual 
situation!).

The work at the mine is also 
described in full in a report in the 
Express and Star (April 4th, 1959) 
and in the Shropshire Magazine 
(November 1960).

All the above reports imply that 
the work was being done by Tom 
Rowson and “his partner” Norman 
Evans, but it is known that they had 
“helpers”, both paid and unpaid.

The lease for the mine was taken 
over in the late 1950s by J.L.Burdon 
of Wolverhampton and the operations 
were worked as Jackfield Mines Ltd. 
Initially there seems to have been up 
to 4 employees, but by 1957 this had 
fallen to the two mentioned above. 
From 1959 the writer was a regular 
visitor, occasionally a ‘helper’ (see 
photos on pages 70 and 71 in West 
Shropshire Mines, published by 
Tempus 2001).

In 1960 a second adit was begun 
about 10 yards from No.1 Adit 
and by 4th September 1960 this 
was 3 yards in, In mid February 
1961 No.2 Adit was 12 yards in. 
Working was very intermittent and 
payment even more-so, and by the 
end of 1962 had stopped. From 
1959 at least, they had concentrated 
on looking for barytes rather than 
lead.

In a recent issue of “Snailbeach 
News” Doug Whittle gives a 
fascinating description of work at 
the mine in the late 1950s. He says 
that when he started he joined 3 
others; Tom Rowson, Bob Powell 
(his brother-in-law), and one other 
(who died). They were after lead. 

He described getting his pay from 
“Mr. Burgham” presumably this was 
Mr. “Burdon”. It appears that Mr. 
Whittle ceased working there before 
1959 because from that date they 
were seeking mainly barytes and 
had only two full time employees - 
Tom Rowson and Norman Evans as 
mentioned in the press reports above.

About 1960 there was only one 
book in the cabin office a copy of 
Cameron Pump Operators Data, 
probably given by a passing rep. It 
was a good quality soft “leather” 
bound book of 200 pages. Tom gave 
it to the writer and it is still in his 
collection.
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Above: Front page of the “Cameron 
Pump Operators’ Data” book - first 
edition published 1943. 

Billed as “A handy reference covering 
the installation, operation and 
maintenance of centrifugal pumps”.

Copies can still be found online on 
Amazon!

Burgham Mine office with barytes heaps outside Adits 1 and 2 (waste tip behind 
heaps), c1960.                (I J Brown)
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New Books and Events

New Club Publication - Now Available
Aerial Ropeways of Shropshire - 
Account 28 by Mike Shaw, David 
Poyner and Robert Evans, has just 
been published and is now available.

It has taken quite some time to 
produce - mainly because new 
material was constantly being 
found. For example it wasn’t until 
a Christmas walk earlier this year 
stumbled upon a concrete ropeway 
pylon base high on the hill above 
Perkins Beach, that the route of the 
Perkins Beach ropeway could be 
pinned down!

The book is divided into 2 sections: 

Part	1	-	East	Shropshire, covers 
the coal mine ropeways of Catherton 
Common, Bayton, Billingsley 
and Alverley plus the ropeway at 

Cosford Waterworks and some minor 
ropeways around the county.

Part	2	-	West	Shropshire, covers 
the ropeways from the Bog and 
Huglith mines to Malehurst Mill near 
Pontesbury. It brings together a lot of 
the fieldwork and research that Club 
members have done over the past 10 
to 12 years while ‘tracing’ the routes 
of these ropeways.

It also briefly looks at some 
‘imaginary’ Shropshire ropeways.

A4 with soft covers, 68 pages 
and numerous photographs, both 
historical and modern, it has proved 
a big hit with those that have seen it.
Retail price £12+p&p. Club 
members are entitled to a special 
discounted price. Mines and Minerals of the 

Mendip Hills (limited print run)

I caught sight of this two volume set 
at Hidden Earth  and have to say its 
excellent.

Author Peter Burr, The book comes 
as 2 volumes, totalling 1,000 pages, 
nicely printed and hard covers. Only 
130 copies have been produced

They are available from Alan Gray 
at Mendip Cave Registry ( I will 
provide his email address if you 
contact me)

Mike Moore

Celebrating the Tinworking Landscape of 
Dartmoor in its European Context,

Prehistory to 20th Century
Tavistock, Devon, 6th-11th May 2016

The first international conference 
exploring the tinworking landscape 
of Dartmoor in a European context, 
is to be held in Tavistock from 6-11 
May 2016. It marks 25 years of the 
Dartmoor Tinworking Research 
Group, and 10 years of the UNESCO 
World Heritage designation of the 
Cornwall & West Devon Mining 
Landscape.

Twelve lectures (including speakers 
from Czech Republic, France, 
Germany and Iberia, as well as 
Britain), four evening events and 
three full days of field trips, will 

make this a truly memorable and 
important occasion for anyone 
interested in Dartmoor’s history and 
archaeology. Delegates will receive 
a Conference Booklet and a special 
medallion crafted in tin. 

All bookings must be received by 
30 April 2016. The full Conference 
Programme and details about 
booking are now available on the 
DTRG website: 

www.dtrg.org.uk

The discounted cost is £175 per 
person for the full six days.

The 11th International Mining History Congress
6th to 11th September 2016 

At Linares, Jaen (Andalucia), Spain 
Full details on the Congress website

www.mining2016linares.com

In the latter half of the 19th Century, 
the Linares - La Carolina metal 
mining fields in Spain were one 
of the world’s major producers of 
lead the area contains the largest 
collection of Cornish type engine 
houses outside the United Kingdom. 

Organised by the Colectivo Proyecto 
Arrayanes in conjunction with the 
Linares town council, and others, 
there will be a full programme of 
presentations and daily field trips to 
some of the most significant mine 
sites in the area.
The Club visited the area a few years 
and if you can attend it should be 
well worth it. 

International Early 
Engines Conference 

11th-13th May 2017
At the Ironworks Centre, Elsecar, 
South Yorkshire. The purpose of the 
conference is to provide a forum for 
presentation and discussion of new 
research into heat engines prior to 
1810.

A total of 18 papers, each of thirty 
minutes duration are scheduled 
for the conference, together with 
excursions to local engine houses 
and related locations. 
It is intended to issue a call for 
papers in January 2016, with 
booking arrangements going live in. 
September 2016.

Steve Grudgings

http://www.dtrg.org.uk
http://www.mining2016linares.com
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DMM Recall, Books and Videos

more details at:
www.iarecordings.org

During the 2007 NAMHO 
Conference at Morwellham Quay the 
organisers arranged special visits to 
many mines in Devon and Cornwall 
and this Compilation features some 
of them. A group of Club members 
spent the following week exploring 
more Cornish mines and many visits 
are featured here.

Locations visited include:
Morwellham Quay including a brief 
look at George & Charlotte copper 
mine. Excelsior tunnel, followed by 
a guided surface tour of the superbly 
preserved Kelly mine including the 
dressing mill, and explore various 
levels of Great Rock shiny ore mine 
underground.

In Cornwall we visit the excellent 
Blue Hills Tin Streams, take a stroll 
round the St. Agnes area, attend a 
specially arranged visit to Wheal 
Peevor before it was opened to the 
public, re-visit the always interesting 
Taylor’s shaft and Michell’s shaft 
National Trust preserved Cornish 
engines in Pool and examine mines 
of the Basset sett after conservation 
for the UNESCO world heritage 
site (West Basset and Wheal Basset 
stamps and Marriott’s shaft).

A look round the splendid King 
Edward dressing mill is followed by 
a visit to nearby Wheal Grenville 
stamps, then we have a quick look at 
a variety of sites: Brea tin streaming 
works, South Crofty’s New Roskear 

shaft, the Red River near Roscroggan 
and the Cornish Gold Centre 
(containing the unique Tolgus tin 
streaming works). Afterwards, we 
stop briefly at St.Euny’s churchyard 
to contemplate the many miner’s 
gravestones.

An invitation from Mark Kaczmarek 
gave a welcome opportunity to re-
visit the Camborne School of Mines 
(CSM) test mine.

A walk round the buildings at 
Botallack on a fine sunny day is 
followed by a visit to Geevor tin 
mine, where we were very privileged 
to be allowed to climb down 79 
metres of ladders in Victory shaft to 
Deep Adit level and explore it inland 
to a dammed connection with the 
flooded neighbour Levant mine, then 
out along the long winding level to 
the exit in the Trewellard cliffs.

Finally we see that the engine houses 
of Wheal Trewavas near Rinsey cove 
are just as impressive as Botallack, 
after which we move to Bodmin and 
mines around Caradon Hill: South 
Phoenix, Phoenix United and Wheal 
Jenkin near Minions, then end at the 
extensive remains of South Caradon 
copper mine.

Running Time: 2 hours 6 minutes
Price £ 14.40 - DVD (Full-feature)

Available at Club meetings or online

‘MONGST MORE MINES ,  COMPILATION 52

Convex buddle, King Edward 
dressing mill.       (taken from the video)

Part of 12-head Cornish stamps, Blue 
Hills Tin Streams.

The engine houses at Botallack.

The Western engine house on Old 
Engine shaft, Trewavas.

All books mentioned here are 
available from Mike Moore at Club 
meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk

DMM Product Recall
In a small percentage of DMM 
carabiners the interaction between 
the internal coil spring (which gives 
the gate its closing action) and the 
gate pusher (the component that 
holds the spring against the carabiner 
body) may cause the gate pusher to 
displace, potentially preventing the 
gate from closing or the mechanism 
from locking completely.

Full details of the effected carabiners 
and serial numbers are available at:

dmmclimbing.com/documents/dmm-
product-recall-14-09-2015.pdf

Mill Close - The Last Great 
Derbyshire Leadmine,
The History of Millclose Mine in the 
Liberties and Manors of Wensley, 
Birchover, Stanton and Great 
Rowsley

Author: Jim Rieuwerts, SB, 230 x 
210, 73pp, Colour plans Photos and 
Diagrams. Price £15.00 + P&P

This book has been produced from 
previously unseen documents 
belonging to the Thornhilll Family 
a considerable number of Mining 
papers dating back to the early 
17th Century which enabled Jim to 
produce his volume “Adventurers 
in the Lead Trade”, this lead to 
more recent 19th and 20th Century 
documents about the Great Mill 
Close Mine. This publication details 
the History and development of the 
mine and has allowed some updating 
to be incorporated, the publication 
has been produced at the request of 
Mr Davie Thornhill.

The book is fully illustrated with 
colour mine plan sections and 
elevations, plus a number of colour 
photographs taken by the late Paul 
Deakin.

Its an excellent read and 
compliments the previous  volume 
(Mill Close the Mine that Drowned) 
with lots of new information and a 
more modern format.

http://dmmclimbing.com/documents/dmm-product-recall-14-09-2015.pdf
http://dmmclimbing.com/documents/dmm-product-recall-14-09-2015.pdf
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Diary Dates 2016Club Officers

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

27th	March:	Columns Open Day, 
Ogof Ffynon Ddu.

6th-11th	May:	Conference 
celebrating the Tinworking 
Landscape of Dartmoor in its 
European Context Prehistory to the 
20th Century, Tavistock, Devon.

17th-19th	June: NAMHO 
Conference, Dublin, Ireland. More 
details will be available (soon) on:
www.NAMHOconference.org.uk

13th-20th	August:	5th European 
Speleological Congress, Yorkshire 
Dales. Due to this event there will 
NOT be a ‘Hidden Earth’ in 2016.
Pre-Congress trips include Nenthead 
(organised by Steve Holding), caving 
in Mendip, South Wales, & Peaks.

www.eurospeleo.uk

6th-11th	September:	International 
Mining History Congress (IMHC)
Linares, Spain. Opening reception 
Monday 5th September.

www.mining2016linares.com

9th-14th	September: Association 
for Industrial Archaeology Annual 
Conference, Telford. 
NOTE: Tours include: the Grange 
Colliery, Lilleshall limestone sites, 
Clee Hills, Snailbeach, Tankerville, 
and other mine sites in Shropshire.

Unexpected underground encounters ...

President: David Adams

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Gareth Rushton

Secretary:  Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Conservation: David Poyner

NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding

Membership, BCA Rep & 
Insurance: Mike Davies 

Tackle:  Andy Harris

Training Officer:
Andrew Wood

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

‘Below’ Editor, Publications: 
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

Don’t worry ... it’s only ...

What the !!

Carry on, just act naturally.

112

... Camdalf

http://www.NAMHOconference.org.uk
http://www.eurospeleo.uk
http://www.mining2016linares.com

