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Quarterly Journal of the Shropshire Caving & Mining Club Summer Issue No: 2015.2

If you have trouble seeing the images in the printed copy of ‘Below!’ they are in colour in the electronic version!

Postage Apology
I must offer my sincere apologies 
to Club members who receive their 
copy of ‘Below’ by post for the 
postage error with the last issue.

Unfortunately when posting them I 
forgot to weigh them and due to the 
extra pages they were heavier than 
the 100gms allowed for 2nd. Class 
Large letters. 

Kelvin is going to look into using 
thinner paper for future issues, and I 
will ensure that I weigh them before 
posting them out. Sorry once again,

Andy Wood

The Tratman Award 2014
This prestigious cave-related- paper-
based publication award was created 
in memory of E.K.Tratman who 
died in 1978 (he was a very active 
caver, one of the first members of the 
University of Bristol Speleological 
Society in 1919 and a prolific author 
of caving and archaeological papers).

The Award has been made annually 
since 1979 and covers books, 
journals and articles published in 
a calendar year. It is administered 
by the Ghar Parau Foundation, 
but judged by independent cavers; 
for 2014 these were Joe Duxbury, 
Ric Halliwell, Chris Howes, Alan 
Jeffreys and Martin Mills (though 
other opinions were also sought).

Due to the Award’s prestigious nature 
it was therefore a great surprise to 
discover that the Club’s “NAMHO 
2011 Proceedings” had been short-
listed for the 2014 award.

Although we didn’t win, it is a great 
honour to even be considered for the 
award. Congratulations must go to 
everyone involved in the production 
of the Proceedings. Well done!

The winners of the 2014 Tratman 
Award (a unanimous decision) are 
Mark Wright and Robbie Shone for 
“Gouffre Berger”. The award is a 
piece of original artwork by Mark 
‘Gonzo’ Lumley, which will be 
presented at the Hidden Earth 2015 
conference.

The authors, with a team of 
dedicated assistants, undertook 
seven photographic expeditions to 
the Berger between 2010 and 2013 
and have produced an informative 
and impressive showcase of its 
spectacular underground scenery.

Written in English and French, 
the book is testament to the ‘Team 
Spirit’ (L’esprit d’equipe) of the 
international caving community.

All profits from the sale of the book 
will support the work of the UK’s 
‘Ghar Parau Foundation’ and the 
French ‘Nicola Association’ helping 
cavers into the future. 

Find out more about the Tratman 
Award at:
www.gharparau.org.uk/tratman-

award/

Gouffre Berger
L’esprit d’équipe

ISBN:
978-1-910240-12-0

Price: £40

Hardback: 256pp

http://www.gharparau.org.uk/tratman-award/
http://www.gharparau.org.uk/tratman-award/
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News Round-Up 1
Ivor Brown

Snailbeach Disaster
The Club’s monthly meeting on 
March 6th 2015 took place on the 
actual 120th Anniversary of the 
Snailbeach Mine disaster - March 6th 
1895.

The event was remembered at the 
meeting. Full details of the incident 
are given in I.J.Brown, PDMHS 
Bulletin Vol.12, No.5 Summer 1995, 
pages 27-32.

Meeting the Queen
Ivor Brown has recently attended a 
reception at Buckingham Palace and 
was introduced to the Queen and 
Prince Phillip. The Queen wished 
to meet representative persons who 
had received a Winston Churchill 
Fellowship (she is the patron of the 
Trust) during the last 50 years.

Ivor received a Fellowship in 1987 
to study “Mining and Tourism” in 
the USA and Australia. At the time, 
as part of his work and interests he 
was assisting with the Tar Tunnel 
and Blists Hill exhibits at Ironbridge 
Museum, with the consultants 
working on the Snailbeach Area 
Projects and on the Caphouse Mining 
Museum project.

The Fellowship allowed him to 
spend about 8 weeks, meeting 
persons involved with similar 
projects. The Queen asked about the 
projects that he had been involved 
with and “Shropshire” certainly got 
a mention.

Reports of the visits were published 
in (for Australia) “Archaeological 
Review”, Vol. XII No.1 1989, and 
(for USA) PDMHS Bulletin “Mining 
History” Vol. II, No.1 1990.

Booklet Reprinted
The booklet “Mines and Mining in 
Madeley” by I.J.Brown and Shelagh 
Hampton, first published in 2012 has 
been reprinted and slightly enlarged, 
mainly with extra photographs.
Available from Madeley Town 
Council, price £1 plus post and 
packing.

Hanwood Colliery
The photograph (right) is believed to 
be Hanwood Colliery old headframe 
c1900.

It was found by the late George Hall 
in his father’s effects along with 
other pictures of the Shrewsbury 
area coal pits. It was sent by George 
to the writer some years ago as a 
“sample” of what he had found.

Unfortunately, following George’s 
death a search has not found the 
other photographs taken by his 
father.
Shropshire Colliery c1900 (almost 
certainly Hanwood Colliery with old 
headframe), Shrewsbury Coalfield.

(Taken by G.W.Hall’s father c1900)

You may like to compare the 1900 picture with the 2 images below (from 
the Howard Davies collection) taken about 1920-22, of Hanwood Colliery 
before it was changed in the late 1920s early 1930s.

(Howard Davies Collection)
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Pitchcroft Report
David Adams

The DVD produced following the 
deep shaft investigations showed the 
following results: -

Dog Shaft – Brick lined 13 metres 
(43ft) to water, tree debris at 
15 metres, water very cloudy, 
camera lowered to near bottom at 
134 metres (440ft) but little could 
be seen.

Water Shaft – 9 metres to water 
(30ft), water clearer, opening 
in shaft side at 20 metres (66ft) 
about 12 bricks high, tree 
branches encountered at 25 
metres (82ft) and debris including 
a V shaped tree branch, posts 
and barbed wire dumped from 
the original guard fence in 1988, 
some bricks and stone blocks 
lying on the debris, shaft bricked 
down to limit of safe exploration 
at 27 metres 88½feet.

22nd February 2015
The weather on this occasion was 
the worst since the dig began in 
November 2008, constant drizzle, 
and an icy high wind, the adjacent 
field being sodden and drain water 
roaring into Twin Dog Shaft. This 
was the day when we finally had 
the big digger, a Kubota 5 ton 
rubber tracked machine hired from 
Freeman’s of Telford.

Delivery on the 20th had allowed 
John Hendy to complete the filling 
in of Site One on the 21st bar some 

final levelling. After 
an initial difficulty in 
changing the buckets 
solved by Peter Eggleston 
due to the need to activate 
a sophisticated electric 
system, the machine 
under the direction of 
David Poyner went to 
work to re-excavate the 
brick floor found at a 
depth of 2.75 metres (9ft) 
below the southern brick 
pillar of Site 3 in March 
2013.

This revealed that it was 
not in fact a floor but a massive 
foundation wall 1.06 metres (3ft6”) 
wide extending for 5.1 metres SSE. 
This nearly met a similar wall at 
right angles extending towards the 
shaft. A surprising discovery close 
by was an apparently S shaped brick 
culvert similar to that found on Site 
2. This was covered with iron bars 
placed at intervals with loose bricks 
laid upon them.

A camera was lowered to take shots 
in both directions, after which the 
roofing bricks were replaced to stop 
the ingress of soil. Further digging 
revealed the foundation of another 
massive wall extending again at right 
angles from the other end of the first 
wall thus giving the impression of 
three sides of a large building, which 
faced the shaft and could be the 
foundations of the pump house.

Following these discoveries the 
sides of this now huge crater were 
pared back for safety and to allow 
easier access. The deep fill consisted 
of plain soil and masses of broken 
bricks with no signs of mine spoil 
or natural strata, thus giving rise to 
the theory that the original ground 
level had been well below the level 
of the adjoining field and that the 
site had been extensively backfilled 
at some time in the distant past 
with thousands of tons of soil and 
brick debris which may not have 
originated on the site. 

Proper drawing up of the results 
will take place in better weather and 
further investigations of these walls 
and the culvert will take place on 
the next dig. Eventually this massive 

John Hendy using the big digger to do the deep 
excavations on the rear of the pumping engine 
house site.      (Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)

The back-filled ‘winding’ engine house site. The original bolts are left exposed 
- as they were when the dig started.                  (Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)

Investigating a ‘hole’ at the rear of the 
pumping engine house.
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hole will have to be backfilled. 

The party were John Hendy, David 
Poyner, Peter Eggleston, Kelvin 
Lake, Steve Holding, Edwin Thorpe, 
Mike Moore and David Adams.

15th March 2015
Except for a cold wind the weather 
on this occasion was much better 
although the field was still very 
wet. John Hendy and his digger 
were not available but following the 
previous months big dig were not 
needed, there being plenty of hand 
excavation to be done at the bottom 
of the crater thus formed.

The reduced party this time consisted 
of David Adams, David Poyner, 
Peter Eggleston and Kelvin Lake 
(with camera).

The foundations found at a depth of 
2.75 metres (9ft) below the top of 
the southern brick pillar turned out 
to be what seemed to be the base 
walls of a massive building 7 metres 
(23ft) wide, the 1.06 (3ft6”) metre 
back wall facing the centre of the 
shaft at a distance of 10.7 metres 
(35ft), with two side walls 1.5 metres 
(5ft) thick, going out of sight after 
about 5 metres into the crater sides, 
the northern wall running into the 
remains of a ragged brick arch 3.6 
meters (12ft) from the north corner. 

This seems very likely to have 
been the missing pumping engine 
house, but more proof will be 
needed. Curiously the tops of these 
foundation walls were perfectly flat, 
as though the next layer of bricks 
(or possibly stone blocks) had been 
very carefully removed, although the 
back wall was about three courses 
higher. There had been a 0.3m (1ft) 
wide arched culvert in the S.E. 
corner, from which the top had been 
removed to produce the gap noted 
previously. Outside the S.E. corner 
was the 0.4m brick culvert covered 
with spaced iron bars overlain with 
bricks also noted previously. 

These bars were specially designed 
for the job being slightly tapered 
with tab ends to fit into the 
brickwork on each side. Beyond 

Pitchcroft Report
Continued ...

Peter Eggleston 
examining the 
drain or flue 
uncovered at 
the rear of the 
pumping engine 
house site.

Above, left: View North along the 
drain or flue.

Above, right: The shaped iron bars 
used to form the roof of the drain.

Left: View East along the drain.

(Pictures: Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)

The Northern 
wall of the 
pumping engine 
house site.
(looking North)

Vertical scale:
       5cm divisions.

Horizontal scale:
       1cm divisions.

Culvert and 
chamber area 
at Eastern end 
of the Northern 
wall of the 
pumping engine 
house site. 
(looking North)
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the building corner the bars were 
covered with used boilerplate, the 
rivet holes being visible. Beyond, 
the culvert is blocked with earth but 
its sides appear to have concretions 
part way up, evidence of a flow of 
some sort. A metre back from the 
building corner the culvert became 
a brick arched 0.5m diameter tunnel 
extending for nearly six metres due 
south to a bend. 

Further hand digging revealed a 
loose brick apse 1.7 metres (5ft 6”) 
wide by 1 metre deep from the east 
end of the south wall, this was filled 
with soil, several pieces of flat heavy 
iron, and a section of Curr rail. These 
and the fill were removed to reveal 
the mouth of another 0.5m diameter 
tunnel. This time heading 40° east 
of north, again it was measured to 
a length of 5.7 metres (19ft) before 
bending slightly towards the north.

Careful inspection showed that 
the visible part had been built in 
sections the first change at 2.25m, 
the second at 3.4m. The visible parts 
of all culverts were photographed, 
together with the iron parts 
recovered. As the two 0.5m culverts 
were approximately opposite each 
other there was slight speculation 
as to whether they had once been 
connected before the corner of the 
building was interposed between 
them. Altogether at this depth a most 
curious arrangement, which demands 
further study. Whether it will be 
possible to trace the culverts onward, 
remains to be seen.

19th April 2015
The party this time consisting of 
Peter Eggleston, David Adams, Mike 
Moore, Kelvin Lake, David Poyner 

Pitchcroft Report
Continued ...

and his father George 
working in much better 
weather. With no digger 
available the object this 
time was to excavate by 
hand inside the massive 
building foundations found 
earlier in an attempt to find 
a floor. 

Digging in the south 
eastern corner of the 
building adjacent to the 
broken topped culvert 
revealed a well laid floor, 
bricks on edge, at a depth 
of 0.95m (3ft) below the 
highest part of the rear wall 
and thus about 3.3 metres 
(11ft) below the original 
ground surface. 

The floor was followed into 
the culvert, which had a 
square shaped depression 
inside, and from then on 
digging concentrated in 
the apse. The tunnel mouth 
leading N.N.E was totally 
exposed showing it to be 
perfectly circular bricked 
all round. Facing it was 
an iron pipe with a broken 
flanged end protruding from 
the building wall and lined 
up approximately with the 
other tunnel heading south, 
its continuance will need to 
be investigated.

While the digging 
continued Kelvin took more 
levels from the top of the 
Water Shaft grid, while 
D.R.A. drew the several 
heavy iron artefacts found 
previously.

Left: Culvert and 
chamber area at 
Eastern end of 
the Northern wall 
of the pumping 
engine house 
site.
(looking North-east)

Above: View into the Culvert and chamber area 
with cast iron pipe in the base (was the chamber 
a silt trap?).

Above: David Poyner excavating the culvert pit 
(the pumping engine house is off to the left).

Above: SCMC members exposing the ‘bob’ wall 
of the pumping engine house as seen from the 
water shaft. 

Left to Right: David Adams, Edwin Thorpe, David 
Poyner (in hole), Ian Cooper, Peter Eggleston.
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These consisted of:
1. A heavy bar (which had to be lifted by the excavator!) 

6ft long 8” wide by 2” thick with four equally 
spaced 1½” square holes the two end ones being 
central while the two inner are slightly offset left 
and right. One end with an apsidal extension with 
the other a negative apse as if designed to interlock.

2. A plate 12” X 9½” x 2” with two 1½” square holes. 

3. A plate 1’6” x 1’2” x ½” with central square hole.

4-5. Two  plates 2’7” x 10½” x 1½” with central square 
holes.

6. Two sections of Curr rail.

The latter six items had been found dumped in the apse. 
D.R.A. also drew an elevation of the building showing 
the depth below ground level.

The next object would be to attempt to follow the inside 
edge of the southern wall towards the shaft which is just 
about possible within the confines of the crater. Ideally 
the whole floor should be excavated to ascertain if 
possible what stood on it, but getting a mini digger into 
the crater and finding a method of removing the spoil in 
the confined space will be difficult.

Pitchcroft Report
Continued ...

Right and below: Views of the heavy bar recovered 
from the pumping engine house site (small scale stick 1 cm 
divisions).

Left: The cast iron pipe in the bottom of the 
culvert chamber in the pumping engine house.

(The small scale stick, 1 cm divisions, pushed 
through one of the bolt holes of the flange)
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When the Granville Colliery near 
Oakengates was closed in 1979 
two of its winding engines were 
transferred to Yorkshire collieries 
(both within 10 miles of the writers 
home - although he didn’t know it 
then).

1.  Granville No.2 Pit winder was a 
2,100 hp Robey Electric (which 
had been transferred to Granville 
in 1964-5 from the closed 
Hamstead Colliery). In 1983 this 
was transferred to Barnsley Main 
Colliery No.4 Shaft, Yorkshire. 
When the colliery closed in 1991 
it was scrapped. (An engine 
house and headframe at another 
Barnsley Main Pit has been 
preserved).

2.  Grange Pit, Granville Colliery. 
In 1951 the last flat rope winder 
used by the NCB was replaced 
by a Robey 100/125 hp electric 
winder with a round steel rope. 
When Granville Colliery closed 
this engine was transferred to 
Parkhill Colliery (Springwood 
Pit) and put in use in 1983. It was 
dismantled for scrap in 1990.

Granville Colliery Winders
Ivor Brown

Above: Barnsley No.4 Pit Winder, June 1992. Moved from Hamstead Colliery 
1964-5 to Granville (Shropshire) No.2 Pit. A 2,100hp Robey Electric winder, it 
was moved to Barnsley in 1979, and scrapped 1991 when Barnsley closed.

(J.Jacques Collection)

Left: Barnsley Main 
No.4 Pit, Yorkshire, 
June 1992.

The winding engine 
house housed 
the ex-Granville 
(Shropshire) Robey 
electric winder 
which was moved 
here in 1979.

Right:
Parkmill Colliery, 
Springwood 
Pit (Upcast), 
Yorkshire about 
1970.

Full details of both the above engines 
are available in National Mining 
Museum records.

The writer would like to thank John 
Jacques (Barnsley) and Tom Price 
(Shropshire) for assistance with this 
information.

Left:
Installing the Robey 100/125 hp 
electric winder at Grange Pit, 
Shropshire in 1951.

(Laurence Aldred)
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During the 2008 club trip to the 
Sierra Minera de Cartagena/
La Union we spent a day being 
guided by Rob Vernon around the 
fascinating and ancient mining 
remains of Mazarrón. However, we 
managed to miss seeing one of the 
local natural wonders just a couple of 
miles down the road opposite the one 
mile long sandy beach at Bolnuevo.

Here, there are sandstone cliffs, 
which have been eroded by wind and 
rain into a series of fantastic shapes 
over thousands of years.

Unusually for this part of Spain, 
the information board even has an 
English translation which gives the 
full geological history of the site and, 

The ‘Enchanted City’ of Bolnuevo
Andy Wood

with a foresight that is sadly lacking 
on much of the Mediterranean coast, 
no building has been permitted to 
block the view. 

Views of the ‘Gredas de Bolnuevo’.
(Andy Wood)

There is a back entrance to La 
Manga Club, which is accessed 
from the West golf course and it is 
a convenient short cut when on the 
way back from Portman. I have used 
this many times but on my recent 
trip I caught a glimpse of a stack of 
timber abandoned in the corner of a 
field right by the road and something 
made me stop and take a closer look. 
The field gate was unlocked and 
close examination revealed that this 
was a pile of sleepers from a narrow 
gauge rail/tram way. 

They had obviously been there for 
some considerable time, judging 
from the wizened state of the 
woodwork, perhaps someone had 
thought they would come in useful 
eventually. But the question is: 
where did they come from? It could 
have been from any one of the 

Narrow Gauge Sleepers in the Sierra Minera
Andy Wood

many mines in the area or maybe 
even from the original mineral 
railway from El Descargador 
down to Cartagena, now replaced 
by the FEVE. There is no way of 
knowing, but here lies yet another 
archaeological remnant of the Sierra 
Minera.

Below, left: A stack of sleepers in the 
undergrowth.

Below, right: Detail of one of the 
sleepers.

(Andy Wood)
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Shropshire Pit Cages
Ivor Brown

At least 3 companies in Shropshire 
manufactured cages for the National 
Coal Board after 1947 - the Horsehay 
Company, Lilleshall Company and 
Shaw, Trew and Smith of Shifnal.

The Horsehay Company designed 
and built a 4-deck cage for each 
of the two shafts at Madeley 
Wood Colliery (Kemberton Pit) to 
replace its 2-deck cages in 1949. 
The cages had to fit the very small 
8ft. diameter shafts in the tandem 
headgear shown in figure 1. The 
long cage can be seen lying on its 
side in the foreground. The four cage 
bottoms and the top can be seen as 
protrusions on its upper surface.

Figure 2 shows a close up of the 
cage when colliery fitters were 
adding special fittings. They are Ron 
Kelly, Joe Williams, and Tommy 
Godbert (thanks to Tom Price for this 
information).

The manner in which these cages 
were operated is described in Below 
2011.3. A small lower deck cage was 
built and demonstrated recently by 
the Club for the Ironbridge Gorge 
Museum. Photographs of such small 
cages in use are rare, but one has 
been found in Newnes Pictorial 
Encyclopedia, published in 1933 
(Figure 3).

The Lilleshall Company produced 
a number of cages during the 
1950s and 60s and information on 
these is obtainable from specialist 
trade literature (see Brown, “East 
Shropshire Coalfield”, page 83).

Shaw, Trew and Smith of Shifnal 
produced cages in more recent years 
and one of these is now taking pride 
of place in the National Coal Mining 
Museum, Wakefield. It is a 2-deck 
cage and stands high above the 
other exhibits (see Figure 4). It was 
removed from Silverwood Colliery 
near Rotherham when that mine 
closed in 1994. It is believed to have 
been made in the early 1960s (There 
is more information on this company 
in Below 2010.4).

Figure 1: Kemberton Pit (Madeley Wood Colliery), Shropshire, c1960s. 
4-deck cage in the foreground.     (Ivor Brown Collection)

Figure 2: New 4-deck cage made at Horsehay Works being installed at 
Kemberton Pit, c1949. L to R: Ron Kelly, Joe Williams, Tommy Godbert.

(Ivor Brown Collection)

Figure 3: Cornish Tin Miners in a 
2-deck cage, from Newnes Pictorial 
Encylopedia 1933.

Figure 4: A 2-deck cage made by 
Shaw, Trew and Smith of Shifnal 
at the National Mining Museum, 
Wakefield, 2015. (Ivor Brown Collection)
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What the Papers Said - “Wellington Journal & Shrewsbury News”
Submitted by Steve Dewhirst

FATALITY AT MADELEY.
On Wednesday, Mr. F. H. Potts (borough coroner), 
held an inquest on the body of Samuel Ball (Dawley), 
who was killed on the previous Monday.— Mr. C. 
W. Pearce, represented the Madeley Court Company, 
and Mr. H. R. Makepeace (inspector of mines) was 
also present.

John Higginson stated that he had known deceased for 
several years, and he was about 35 years old. Deceased 
worked with him as a loader in the Clod Coal Pit at 
Madeley Court. Deceased was shovelling out the coals 
when the roof gave way. The accident occurred about 
nine o’clock, a few minutes after he had examined the 
roof, which he considered safe. Witness and Hassall 
went to Ball’s assistance, and when they got the roof 
off they found he was dead.

In reply to Mr. Makepeace, witness said he examined 
the roof by knocking it with a dresser, when it sounded 
all right. He examined it when the fire-men came about 
seven o’clock. He knew the collier was responsible for 
the safety of the loader.

John Hassan, a collier, who lived at Court Street, 
Madeley, said he was working three yards away from 
the deceased. Higginson was helping to get the coal 
away for the purpose of putting a prop in, when the 
lifter fell out and hit deceased on the head. He believed 
it was about half-a-ton of stone that fell away.

George Gregory, fireman, Dawley, said he went down 
the pit about 4-55 that morning and inspected the 
pit, finding everything all right. It was seven o’clock 
when he went to the place where the accident occurred, 
and he was quite satisfied with his inspection. By Mr. 
Makepeace: The roof was sounded by Higginson in 
his presence, when he judged it was all right. He 
generally examined the roof himself, but he did not 
on this occasion, although it was his duty to do so. 
He sounded the roof earlier in the morning. 

The Coroner considered the case quite clear, and the 
jury returned a verdict of “Accidental death.”

23rd April 1898

FATALITY AT PRIORSLEE.
On Wednesday a shocking accident occurred at the 
Stafford Coal Pits at Priorslee, near Wellington, when 
a miner named Richard Phillips, aged 48, lost his 
life. It appears that while the deceased was at work a 

quantity of earth fell upon him, and the unfortunate 
man was buried beneath it. When the body was 
recovered life was extinct.

At the inquest yesterday it was stated that the accident 
occurred owing to deceased incautiously withdrawing 
a sprag, and three or four tons of coal fell upon him. 
The verdict of the jury was one of “Accidental death.”

30th April 1898

ACCIDENT AT CLEE HILL.
On the afternoon of the 20th inst. a serious accident 
occurred at the Clee Hill Granite Stone Works. It 
appears a married man named Samuel Taylor of the 
Knowle, aged about 40, was engaged at work, when a 
quantity of stone fell on him. He was nearly covered 
with stone. He was extricated, and Dr. Watson was 
soon in attendance. It was found that the unfortunate 
man’s arm, which was badly lacerated, was broken in 
two places. His head was also badly cut, and he had 
received other injuries. He was conveyed to his home, 
and the same evening it was necessary to amputate 
the right arm at the shoulder.

28th May 1898

MADELEY - PIT ACCIDENT.
When working in the Madeley Court Colliery on 
Tuesday, John Maiden, Finger Road, Dawley, was 
seriously hurt, and had to be conveyed to his home 
and attended to by Dr. Procter.

28th  May 1898

SALOP MINERS AND THEIR WAGES.
During the last few days some excitement has been 
created in the mining districts of Shropshire owing 
to the agitation among miners for increased wages.

A ballot has been taken by the miners of the district 
and the men employed by the Lilleshall Company and 
they are practically unanimous, it is said, in asking for 
an advance of 10 per cent. With this object in view 
the usual notices have been tendered, and if a strike 
takes place it will affect over 2,000 men employed by 
the Lilleshall Company.

A private meeting of miners was held at Oakengates 
on Monday. Among the subjects discussed was that of 
the wages question, and further meetings will be held.

2nd July 1898
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Detonator Tins
Kelvin Lake

It is not uncommon when exploring 
old mines to find assorted small 
artefacts on ledges and tucked into 
crevices. Quite often you come 
across small metal tins - usually in 
quite a rusty condition!

Due to the rust it is virtually 
impossible to work out exactly what 
the tin contained, but it usually 
accepted that they are detonator tins.

On the Club visit to No.11 Upper 
Works, Snailbeach (see ‘Below!’ 
2015.1 for a brief report) in the brick 
lean-to with the boiler and baking 
oven a detonator tin was discovered 
that had been used to hold grease and 
thus was in fairly good condition, if a 
little worn.

After careful cleaning, most of the 
grease was removed, allowing the 
writing on the tin to read.

On the lid was a logo and details of 
the manufacturer, which read:

“Nobel Glasgow, No.6, 50 (or 30?) 
Detonators, for high explosives”, 
with the signature of Alfred Nobel 
(surrounding a thistle) and “Thistle 
Brand, Manufactured in Gt Britain”. 

On one side of the tin are two large 
number ‘6’. While on the opposite 
side are ‘safety’ instructions, which 
make interesting reading!

“Must be HANDLED WITH 
GREAT CARE and KEPT DRY. 
The composition MUST NOT BE 
SCRATCHED or PRICKED with a 
Pin, Nail, Knife Blade, or other hard 
substance. AS ANY ACT OF THIS 
KIND MAY CAUSE EXPLOSION.”

The tin is now in the Miners Dry 
Visitor Centre at Snailbeach.

Rusty tin (with 
1cm scale stick) 
on a ledge in 
Westcott Copper 
Mine, Shropshire.

The detonator tin 
as discovered at 
No.11 Upper Works, 
Snailbeach (with 1cm 
scale stick).

(Pictures: Kelvin Lake - 
I.A.Recordings)

Detail of the Nobel 
No.6 ‘Thistle Brand’ 
Detonator box lid.

The sides of 
the Nobel No.6 
‘Thistle Brand’ 
Detonator box.

Thanks to Joe Penfold 
for allowing us to visit 
his house and view the 
artefacts.
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The Minerals Industry of Bahrain in the Early 1970s
Ivor Brown

In the last two issues of ‘Below’ 
the writer gave some details of 
his introduction to surface mining 
generally in the 1960s. He also 
mentioned that his involvement 
with the Royal School of Mines led 
to projects abroad. The School was 
asked to suggest a “quarry expert” 
who had no direct ties with British 
operators or manufacturers!

The Island of Bahrain in the Arabian 
Gulf had gained independence from 
Britain in 1971. During the lead up 
to this new State Parliament, a Palace 
of the Sheikh, a new hospital and a 
‘new’ concrete town called ISA had 
been built.

All were made of reinforced 
concrete, but by independence date 
cracks had started to appear in many 
places and the cause (and culprits) 
needed to be investigated. The cause 
was likely to be due to salt getting 
to the metal reinforcement. The task 
of the investigating team (geologist, 
quarry expert and materials expert) 
was to check on the sources of 
material and its subsequent handling.

The island was about 30 miles long, 
north and south and about 10 miles 
wide, it was generally hot and humid 
with most of the 200,000 Arab 
population living in two towns on the 
northern tip.

The land was generally flat, very 
low lying, but with a 450ft. high 
limestone hill about in the middle. 
The minerals were limestone mainly 
with some sandstone, marls, clay and 
sands. The salt was everywhere even 
in the air!

As development was mainly for 
the towns in the north, the quarries 
would most likely be in that area or 
towards the middle of the island. 
There were some tarmac roads but 
most of the land was open desert. 
Geological maps (and other maps) 
were very rudimentary.

The search for the quarries began by 
questioning the contractors who used 
the materials.

It was found that most of the 
contractors bought in the basic 

materials, limestone and sand, and 
maintained plants to process the 
materials themselves.

It seemed that there were 3 fine 
aggregate (sand) plants and 5 course 
aggregate plants (crushed limestone) 
to produce material suitable for 
ready-mix concrete, concrete blocks, 
road asphalt and other products. 
All their equipment and processing 
methods were checked and recorded.

Feeding the above were 3 main 
stone quarries and many small 
suppliers collecting from limestone 
outcrops and even rocks from the 
desert. Similarly there were 5 sand 
pits taking sand from the dunes, the 
beach and even from below the water 
table in low lying areas.

Many sites had a small portable plant 
consisting only of a screen, a crusher 

and a “washing” arrangement. All 
these were noted.

The 2 big stone quarries were 
Government operated and the two 
largest sand pits were obtaining 
material from below the water table 
using rope-powered clam shell 
excavators. The principal aim for all 
of the above was to maintain quality 
control and to reduce salt levels.

The “instructions” left by the British 
Administration for quality control 
said that all material should have 
salt removed by washing in water, 
but unfortunately did not say “clean 
fresh water”. Historically the island 
had had a good source of fresh water 
at shallow depth, but as demand had 
increased these aquifers were being 
depleted and the fresh water replaced 
by “salty” sea water.

Stone from ‘Crematorium’ Quarry being processed at the Sitra Plant, Bahrain, 
1974.         (Ivor Brown Collection)

Sandworking, Bahrain, 1974.     (Ivor Brown Collection)
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The result was that materials were being washed in unsuitable 
water, the water was percolating to surface and contaminating 
surface lying materials and even killing off plantations of 
trees and ‘oases’ with the palms.

Poor water supply and poor quality control were the 
chief causes of the problems. The State “Reconstruction 
Department” soon brought the production of all materials 
under greater control. This was seen on a follow-up visit some 
time after.

Postscript
The materials that have been worked on the island include oil 
since 1934 (much diminished by 1970), clay, limestone for 
lime production. No underground mining was found but some 
caves are known to exist in the limestone, but were not visited 
during these visits.

‘Crematorium’ Quarry, Bahrain, 1974.    
(Ivor Brown Collection)

Oasis near the Sitra Plant, Bahrain, 1974. Dried area 
with dead palms.         (Ivor Brown Collection)

IJB at work near the centre of the island, with hill and 
quarry ‘buildings’ in the background, Bahrain, 1974.

(Ivor Brown Collection)

The Minerals Industry of Bahrain in the Early 1970s
continued ...

The Club in 1965 – Fifty Years Ago
Ivor Brown

May 15-16, 1965 - The Shropshire 
Mining Club and Peak District Mines 
Historical Society held a joint camp 
at Perkins Beach, Shropshire.

R.Hazard, I.J.Brown and Ken Lock 
took a party of 14 visitors around the 
Snailbeach area mines.

They visited Snailbeach Mine (the 
office had collapsed), Perkins Level 
(dead end workings over bridge), 
Perkins Beach adit (10 yards in and 
40 yard level to right, very wet), 
Tankerville Mine (walked around 
inside rim of collapsed 1,700ft. 
shaft), Burgham Mine (inspected 
gated levels). Met with Clayton and 
Tom Rowson in the Stiperstones Inn 
on Saturday night, who discussed 
their work at Burgham Mine.

Sunday, inspected workings at Bog, 
Ladywell, Roman Gravels, Grit and 
Clifton Drainage Adit.

Part of the SMC & PDMHS Camp at Perkins Beach Mine, Shropshire. May 
15th-16th 1965.        (Ivor Brown Collection)
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Wednesday 18th February - Snailbeach
Self-rescue training in Roberts Level with Tim Hockley, 
Steve Holding, Joe Penfold and Andy Wood.

Thursday 19th February - Snailbeach
Eileen Bowen, Stuart Cowper, Steve Holing, Andy Wood 
and Mike Worsfold – derigged ropes from the Scenic 
route at Snailbeach.

Wednesday 24th February - Huglith
Steve Holding, Richard Silk and Andy Wood visited 
stopes above Badger Level – replaced the in-situ rope. 
There had been minor falls and the slope appeared to 
have slumped.

Monday 9th March - Cwmystwyth
Mike Davies, Steve Holding, Alan Robinson and Mike 
Worsfold, with Nicola and Simon Cope (Montgomery 
Bat Group), visited the upper stopes of Cwmystwyth. A  
rope was left in situ high in the stope.

Wednesday 11th March - Huglith
A large Huglith exchange trip with Julian Bromhead, 
Mike Davies, Dave Jackson, Andy Harris, Tim Hockley, 
Steve Holding, Richard Silk and Andy Wood.

Thursday 19th March  - Huglith
Steve Holding and Andy Wood descended ‘dog-leg’ shaft 
at Huglith.

Sunday 22nd March - Tankerville
The NautiCam was taken to Watson Shaft, Tankerville
– the remains of a brattice and ladders could be observed
– the camera had obviously been lowered down the 

ladderway side of the brattice and a platform at what 
is believed to be the 21 Fathom Level prevented 
further progress.

Peter Eggleston, 
Kelvin Lake, 
Ian Cooper, 
Steve Holding, 
Mike Moore, 
Nick Southwick, 
Stuart & Oliver 
Tomlins.

SCMC Trip Reports - February to June 2015
Compiled by Steve Holding

Wednesday 26th March- Snailbeach
Steve Holding and Andy Wood had a wander around the 
big chamber in Roberts Level – still lots of bats around.

Monday 30th March - Cwm Rheidol
Steve Holding, Evan Kinsley, Alan & Vicky Robinson 
visited Rheidol United, in Cwm Rheidol – first to Nant 
Glas and then other levels on the other side of the valley.

3rd to 12th April - Nenthead
Club members included, Steve Holding, Alan & Vicky 
Robinson, Paul Thorne, Roy Fellows, Eileen Bowen 
and Mike Worsfold – visited various mines in the area, 
the activity largely being preparations for the NAMHO 
conference in May.
Wednesday 1st April - Snailbeach
Richard Silk and Andy Wood trip to Snailbeach First 
Intermediate level, with Richard rigging and de-rigging.

Wednesday 8th April - Huglith
Stuart Cowper and Andy Harris spent time at Dog-leg 
shaft, Huglith, improving matters at the top of the pitch 
and removing rotten vegetation from the pitch itself. Tim 
Hockley, Dave Jackson and Andy Wood descended the 
upper stopes of Huglith Main Vein and used an internal 
traverse to descend to Badger Level – getting lost trying 
to find their way back to the cars!

Wednesday 15th April - Huglith
Al Braybrooke, Andy Harris and Andy Wood visited the 
‘pipe-stope’ at Huglith Riddleswood Vein – reported the 
level at the bottom being blocked. Andy Kennelly, Steve 
Holding and Richard Silk visited the higher Riddleswood 
workings.

Saturday 18th April - Cwmystwyth
Steve Holding and Alan Robinson met up with Gary 
Mitchel (SMWCRT) to check potential aspects of future 
rescue practice – examined Level Fawr, Crossroads and 
Taylors Level. All branches in Taylors Level visited – 
oxygen levels of ~ 19% found at end of middle branch 
and on right hand branch – the later found to be sumped.

Thursday 23rd April - Huglith
Andy Harris, Steve Holding, Andy Kennelly and Andy 
Wood returned to ‘pipe-stope; at Huglith to try re-
digging the level.

Wednesday 29th April - Huglith
Steve Holding, Richard Silk and Andy Wood checked 
various underground access along the lower part of the 
main vein at Huglith. Andy descended the remains of the 
main shaft – no other main access found. All made use of 
the short shaft into the level near ‘dog-leg’ shaft.

Peter Eggleston 
monitoring the 
pictures from 
the ‘NautiCam’ 
as it descends 
Watson’s shaft, 
Tankerville.
  

       (Kelvin Lake - 
I.A.Recordings)
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Wednesday 13th May - Snailbeach
Kelvin Lake and Steve Holding carried out some rigging 
prior to a Shropshire Fire & Rescue Service visit the 
following day. Steven Henshall & Andy Wood did 
training in the Baryte Stope.

Thursday 14th May - Snailbeach
Steve Holding, Kelvin Lake, John Morgan and Andy 
Wood hosted a visit to Roberts Level by Shropshire Fire 
& Rescue Service Trainers.

SCMC Trip Reports - February to June 2015
Continued ...

Saturday 16th May - Cwmystwyth
Ian Cooper, Evan Kinsey, Steve Holding, Alan Robinson 
and Graham Smith involved with SMWCRT practice at 
Cwmystwyth.

Friday 22nd to Tuesday 26th May - 
Nenthead, NAMHO Conference
Attended by many SCMC members – several leading 
organised underground trips. Another really enjoyable 
conference.

Wednesday 27th to Sunday 31st 
May - Nenthead
Some SCMC members stayed on for various other trips 
in the Nenthead area.

Thursday 4th June- Huglith
Steve Holding, Andy Kennelly, Evan Kinsey and Andy 
Wood started looking at the upper stopes of Huglith main 
vein workings (route down to ‘blue pritties’).

Wednesday 10th June - Snailbeach
Steve Holding and Andy Wood carried out initial SRT 
training with new members, Chris Booth-Jones and 
David Roberts.

12th to 14th June - Forest of Dean
Various club members attended the BCRC Rescue 
Conference and BCA Party Weekend in the Forest of 
Dean – interesting Saturday night party underground 
in Clearwell. Several members stayed on for the week, 
visiting various locations in the Forest. Including: Noxon 
Park, Mireystock Tunnel, Moseley Green Tunnel, a 
MineCam descent of Robin Hood Shaft and a geology 
trip to Garden Cliff on the River Severn.

Left: One of the 
Shropshire Fire & 
Rescue Service 
trainers trying his 
hand SRT in the 
Baryte stope. 
  

       (Kelvin Lake - 
I.A.Recordings)

Thursday 19th June - Potters Pit
Julian Bromhead, Tim Hockley, Steve Holding, David 
Roberts and Andy Wood visited Goodest Tuesday level at 
Potters Pit – Julian, Tim and Andy doing the round trip.

Right: Practicing 
French Rescue 
Techniques 
at the BCRC 
Conference.

Right: The 
Saturday Night 
party in ‘Barbecue’ 
chamber, 
Clearwell Caves.

Above: The initial queue for the 
bar at the Saturday night party, 
Clearwell.

Right: Laying out the ‘puddings’!
(Yummmm!!)
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MAZE in Margate Caves
During the week 11th to 15th April 
an art production opened in the caves 
in Margate’s winter gardens in Kent - 
where audience members were being 
asked to leave their inhibitions (and 
shoes) behind!

Visitors were asked to “leave 
inhibitions behind and immerse 
themselves in the unknown”. They 
were able to choose between the 
‘light’ or ‘dark’ paths and enter 
Maze, a foam structure of industrial 
proportions where the two worlds of 
dance and visual art collide to create 
an “immersive adventure”. The 
performances were a collaboration 
between the Turner Contemporary 
gallery and Jasmin Vardimon dance 
company.

The press release describes the event 
as “Moving through the labyrinth, 
a feast of multi-sensory moments 
submersed you into the Maze. 
Intimate and moving, delightful 
and uneasy, become observer and 
participant, as the world of Maze 
shifts and surprises”.

Choreographed by critically-
acclaimed director Jasmin Vardimon, 
with collaboration from Ron Arad 
and artist Guy Bar-Amotz. The 
performances were described by 
some as “worrying”, but “fun”.

News and Press Releases, April 2015

World’s Longest Well Drilled 
in Russia’s Far East
Russia’s Rosneft is reporting it has 
finished drilling the world’s longest 
oil well at the Chayvo field, part of 
the Sakhalin-1 project. The use of 
unique ExxonMobil technology is 
one of the key factors behind the 
record.

The new well has a record breaking 
depth of 13,500 meters and a 
horizontal reach of 12,033 meters. It 
was drilled using the Orlan platform 
according to a company statement 
released in April. The Sakhalin-1 
Consortium now has 9 of the 10 
longest wells in the world.

Sakhalin-1 set two world records for 
measured depth wells in 2013. Last 
year another well of 13,000 meters 
measured depth was completed at the 
offshore Chayvo field.

Sakhalin-1 extended reach drilling 
is among the fastest due to the use 
of ExxonMobil’s proprietary Fast 
Drill process. This technology 
allows “bottleneck identification 
in the drilling process and solution 
development to enable optimal 
drilling and completions.” 

Western anti-Russia sanctions forced 
ExxonMobil to cease offshore 
operations in the Russian Arctic in 
September 2014 and Rosneft and 
its President Igor Sechin have been 
put under US and EU sanctions. 
However, Rosneft and ExxonMobil 
continue their strategic partnership 
and joint ventures despite the 
sanctions that prohibited any 
activities that involve offshore work 
in the Russian Black Sea and Arctic 
regions, and onshore in Western 
Siberia.

ExxonMobil said the West’s anti-
Russia sanctions have cost the 
company $1 billion. Nevertheless, 
the US company continued to 
buy rights to develop Russian 
oil deposits, increasing the area 
allocated from 11.4 million acres to 
63.7 million acres in 2014. 

New Reports, April 2015

YouTube Graffiti Videos 
Track Cave Water
Scientists are using YouTube 
videos to study the spectacular 
cave, Dahl Hith. It is a fascinating 
site for geologists (about 30km 
SE of Riyadh). It is one of the few 
locations where you can see an 
outcrop of the anhydrite (calcium 
sulphate) caprock - the seal that traps 
the Arabian Peninsula’s oil.

Groundwater fills Dahl Hith, and 
it has become a popular weekend 
bathing spot for city residents 
wanting to cool off in this super-arid 
region.

After decades of decline because 
of abstraction for nearby irrigation, 
the water levels are now rising. It is 
believed that treated waste water is 
now likely topping it up.

Researchers have tracked this return 
by documenting cave-wall graffiti 
that appears in the smartphone 
videos posted online by bathers.

They use the writing as reference 
points to estimate the position of the 
water table. Some of these scribbles 
have dates in them; and some of the 
videos themselves incorporate time 
information.

All of this data has allowed the team 
to reconstruct past conditions in Dahl 
Hith.

Some researchers would criticised 
the videos as ‘grey data’, and say 
‘you shouldn’t use it’, but the 
researchers involved claim that since 
there is no other data, you need to 
be creative, but used with care this 
source of data can be very powerful.

The cave study is another example in 
what is becoming a significant trend 
- the trawling of social media for 
scientifically valuable information. 
Researchers are now “mining” 
platforms like Twitter for pictures 
and keywords.
BBC Science & Environment Article, 

15th April 2015

News Round-Up 2

Midlands CRO 
Committee Changes
At the recent AGM in May there 
have been some changes to the 
MCRO committee, with a new 
Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.

The new appointees are:

Mike Clayton - Chairman,
Andy Kennelly - Secretary,
Graham Smith - Treasurer.

Ian Cooper has also become a 
Rescue Warden.

Special thanks go to Steve Holding 
(former-Chair) and Dave Bowdley 
(former Treasurer) for all their hard 
work over the past few years.  
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Winding from Multiple Shafts - Christmas Puzzle 2014
Ivor Brown

No explanations regarding the 
system shown in the diagrams have 
been offered by members - the 
problem still remains. However more 
background information has been 
found as follows:

In 1876 Thomas Evans, the mines 
inspector for Derbyshire and 
adjoining counties found that a 
number of mines near Chesterfield 
were using the system shown. He 
objected “to having only one engine 
to wind from 12 to 16 shafts” at 
unequal depths and varying distances 
for reasons of safety. He therefore 
issued a notice to a number of mine 
owners who were using this method 
and they objected.

In consequence the Secretary of 
State appointed two engineers, John 
Hedley of Derby and John Brown 
of Barnsley, to give their views - 

relating in particular to the situation 
at “Glasshouse Common Mines”.

The mine owner’s view was that the 
system “was simple, easy to work, 
and that the working of the ropes 
of the several shafts by one and the 
same engine and drum was neither 
dangerous nor defective, but such as 
was usual and could be worked with 
reasonable certainty and safety”.

Mr. Hedley’s view, after 
consideration was that one engine 
should not work more than 12 shafts 
“at the mines in question”, nor 
should any of the shafts exceed the 
present distances from the engine in 
future. Also “the speed of winding 
with any such engine should not 
exceed 150 feet per minute” and the 
present system “shall not be in any 
manner altered or varied”.

Mr. Browns view was that; first, the 
inspector had had reasonable cause 
to apprehend the dangers. Second, 
the present horizontal and vertical 
drums should cease to be used and 
be replaced by a fixed vertical drum. 
Third, that the new drum should not 
wind with more than 10 ropes at the 
same time”.

The inspector does not give the result 
of all this - so further research is 
required by someone!

Comments
It is known that multi-shaft winding 
continued although as time went on 
this seems to have become limited to 
a maximum of two shafts. Madeley 
Wood Colliery where the writer spent 
most of his time, had two pits each 
with two shafts. Each pair of shafts 
was worked by a single engine.

Recently while attempting to compile some facts about 
the Stirchley Iron Co. Ltd a number of questions have 
arisen and wondered of any members might be able to 
shed some light on them?

Timeline
Stirchley Furnaces & Forge 
I had thought this may have been involved, but the 
ownership history is well documented (and tied up with 
Malins Lee Colliery) apart from a period about 1878 to 
1885 when several un-named companies operated part of 
the site for nail making.

Stirchley Coal & Iron Co. Ltd.
c1880 A note that the company was operational with 

collieries at that date.
1882 The OS names at least some of these collieries, e.g. 

Wood and Little Eyton, but non are listed in the 1884 
Mineral Stats or earlier and neither is the company.

1895 Kelly’s Directory has the office at Hinkshay, 
Dawley.

3/1897 A fatal accident recorded to a locomotive stoker 
Edward Edwards. Shrewsbury Chronicle 19/3/1897.

1896 List of Mines shows they operated ten collieries
--six standing, Malins Lee, Hall, Little Eyton, Wood, 

Spout, Wagoner’s Field all in Dawley.
--one closed 6/1896, Squires, Dawley.
--two operating Pudley Hill and Park Forge in Dawley.
--one sinking Lawn in Dawley.

At least one of these collieries, Malins Lee had been a 
Botfield > Old Park Iron Co > R. Cheney > A.C.Cure 
colliery and maybe Park Forge colliery also.

Stirchley Iron Co. Ltd.
1903 IRS handbook has Peckett 947/1903 new to them, 

address Hollinswood. [Loco returned to Peckett in 
1904 no doubt due to bankruptcy]

15/9/1904 First meeting of creditors and contributors.
1904 RCH Handbook shows they were using Hinkshay 

and Old Park Sidings, Stirchley (on the LNWR 
Wellington to Coalport line opened 1861).

6/6/1905 Liquidator released (was at 42 St. John’s 
Hill…)

10/5/1910 Stirchley Iron Co. Ltd., Dawley removed 
from companies register.

Queries
1. Where and what did the Stirchley Iron Co. Ltd. 

operate 1903-1904 and was that the sum total of their 
life?

2. When did the Stirchley Iron & Coal Co. Ltd. start 
operations and from where did they acquire their 
collieries? 

3. Is there any connection between these two or are the 
dates coincidental?

4. Did one or the other acquire any other assets of the 
Botfield > Old Park > Haybridge Iron assets?

5. Extensive standard and narrow gauge systems existed 
at and around the collieries above, are they really so 
badly documented??

No reference to any of these collieries appears in the 
usual standard books on Shropshire Mines. 

Stirchley Iron Co.Ltd.
David Poyner
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The Fauld Disaster,  27 November 1944
underground bomb storage  
depots, built in preparation for 
the Second World War.

• The second half of the book 
explains the chain of events  
that led up to the disaster at 
Fauld, describes the moments  
before and immediately after 
the explosion in graphic detail  
and goes on to give a definitive 
account of the cause of  the 
catastrophe based upon a forensic 
examination of the Air Ministry 
Court of Inquiry records and the 
subsequent  civilian Coroner’s 
Inquiry.

Key Features:

• Dramatic account of the largest 
non-nuclear explosion the  world 
has ever witnessed.

• Detailed account of the 
background events (largely 
failings  in RAF bomb storage 
and maintenance policies) that  
culminated in the disaster at 
Fauld.

• Over two hundred previously 
unpublished  photographs, maps 
and plans.

Mike Moore

The History and 
Industrial Archaeology 
of the Steam Engines 
of the Coalpit Heath 
Colliery Company

Author Steve Grudgings, published 
by the South Gloucestershire Mines 
Research Group.
Cost £15.00

The book covers Mayshill, Nibley, 
New Engine and of course Frog Lane 
Colliery and tells the story of the 
engines and the men that drove and 
maintained them.

It sets out to tell the technical, social, 
historical and archaeological stories 
of the stationary engines used by the 
Coalpit Heath Collliery Company 
between 1800 and 1949.

The author draws on a wide range 
of archival sources, including oral 
histories, maps and images he has 
collated over a number of years.

It is hoped that this account will 
provide the reader with an interesting 
insight into the engines themselves 
and their operational context.

Roger Gosling

Author Nick McCamley,
Hardback, 250 pp, 250mm x 250mm 
Cost £24.99

On the morning of Monday 27th 
November 1944 an enormous  
explosion rocked the Staffordshire 
countryside. Near the village of  
Fauld a whole hilltop, an estimated 
two million tons of rock and  debris, 
was blasted two thousand feet into 
the air leaving a crater  a quarter 
of a mile in diameter and one 
hundred feet in depth.  Deep below 
the surface some 4,000 tons of 
bombs stored in the  RAF’s largest 
underground ammunition depot 
had exploded  en-masse, destroying 
much of the depot, devastating 
the local  landscape and claiming 
seventy lives. It is the definitive 
history of  the RAF’s ill-fated 
excursion into underground storage 
during the  Second World War, 
culminating in the disaster at Fauld.

The book includes:

•  A detailed overview of RAF 
ammunition storage policy  
through the inter-war years.

• Illustrated history of the 
development, construction (and  
often the subsequent destruction) 
of the RAF’s five huge,  
architecturally breathtaking 

2014 NAMHO Conference Proceedings
The Proceedings of the 2014 NAMHO Conference are 
now available.

Paying delegates 
to last year’s 
conference are 
entitled to one 
free copy each. 
Hopefully you 
will have received 
your copy by 
now - either by 
hand at this year’s 
conference in 
Nenthead or by 
‘caver post’. To 
have it posted, 
unfortunately, we 
will have to charge 
p&p of £2.50.

The papers in the Proceedings cover:
Prehistoric mining technology, the introduction of 
deep mining in Devon and Cornwall, the technological 
background of the Newcomen engine, the German 
mine managers at Tyndrum, a history of boreholes 
for geological investigation and other purposes, mine 
drainage and copper precipitation at Parys Mountain 
(Anglesey), metalliferous exploration in north Wales 
since 1964, technological and social change in the 
extractive industries of north-west Wales, the stone 
cutting and tunnelling machines of James and George 
Hunter, the electrification of the north Wales slate 
quarries, and technology adoption in stone quarrying in 
Wales.

‘Mining Technology’, Ed. D. J. Linton, Welsh Mines and 
Mining 4 (Welsh Mines Society, 2015), PB, 180 pp.
ISBN 978-0-9561377-3-9

Price: £12.50 + £2.50 p&p, available online.

New Books
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Books and Videos

more details at:
www.iarecordings.org

The Lead, Copper & 
Barytes Mines of Shropshire
By Michael Shaw, Logaston press.

While SCMC publications have often 
carried articles about the various 
mines covered by this book, there 
has long been a need to try and pull 
everything together into a coherent 
publication. In this aim Mike Shaw 
has been very successful.

He has spent years researching 
records and books, talking to 
surviving miners, members of their 
families, SCMC members and 
tracking down documents and the 
sites of numerous mines - many of 
which only lasted a year or two!

The first few chapters cover the 
early mining history of Shropshire, 
the products and processes, before 
delving off into the different mining 
areas and covering the mines in more 
detail, so it will have general appeal.

There are plenty of interesting 
snippets and facts to keep 
‘enthusiasts’ engaged. This excellent 
publication is a must for anyone 
interested in Shropshire’s mining 
history.

ISBN: 978-906663-09-4
Softback, 320 pages, over 200 b&w 
photographs, drawings and plans.
Price £12.95.

All books mentioned here are 
available from Mike Moore at Club 
meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk

During the 2007 NAMHO 
Conference at Morwellham Quay the 
organisers arranged special visits to 
many mines in Devon and Cornwall 
and this Compilation features some 
of them. A group of Club members 
spent the following week exploring 
more Cornish mines and many visits 
are featured here.

Locations visited include:
Morwellham Quay including a brief 
look at George & Charlotte copper 
mine. Excelsior tunnel, followed by 
a guided surface tour of the superbly 
preserved Kelly mine including the 
dressing mill, and explore various 
levels of Great Rock shiny ore mine 
underground.

In Cornwall we visit the excellent 
Blue Hills Tin Streams, take a stroll 
round the St. Agnes area, attend a 
specially arranged visit to Wheal 
Peevor before it was opened to the 
public, re-visit the always interesting 
Taylor’s shaft and Michell’s shaft 
National Trust preserved Cornish 
engines in Pool and examine mines 
of the Basset sett after conservation 
for the UNESCO world heritage 
site (West Basset and Wheal Basset 
stamps and Marriott’s shaft).

A look round the splendid King 
Edward dressing mill is followed by 
a visit to nearby Wheal Grenville 
stamps, then we have a quick look at 
a variety of sites: Brea tin streaming 
works, South Crofty’s New Roskear 

shaft, the Red River near Roscroggan 
and the Cornish Gold Centre 
(containing the unique Tolgus tin 
streaming works). Afterwards, we 
stop briefly at St.Euny’s churchyard 
to contemplate the many miner’s 
gravestones.

An invitation from Mark Kaczmarek 
gave a welcome opportunity to re-
visit the Camborne School of Mines 
(CSM) test mine.

A walk round the buildings at 
Botallack on a fine sunny day is 
followed by a visit to Geevor tin 
mine, where we were very privileged 
to be allowed to climb down 79 
metres of ladders in Victory shaft to 
Deep Adit level and explore it inland 
to a dammed connection with the 
flooded neighbour Levant mine, then 
out along the long winding level to 
the exit in the Trewellard cliffs.

Finally we see that the engine houses 
of Wheal Trewavas near Rinsey cove 
are just as impressive as Botallack, 
after which we move to Bodmin and 
mines around Caradon Hill: South 
Phoenix, Phoenix United and Wheal 
Jenkin near Minions, then end at the 
extensive remains of South Caradon 
copper mine.

Running Time: 2 hours 6 minutes
Price £ 14.40 - DVD (Full-feature)

Available at Club meetings or online
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Convex buddle, King Edward 
dressing mill.       (taken from the video)

Part of 12-head Cornish stamps, Blue 
Hills Tin Streams.

The engine houses at Botallack.

The Western engine house on Old 
Engine shaft, Trewavas.
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Diary DatesClub Officers

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

13th-17th July: NSS Convention, 
Waynesville, Missouri.

22nd - 31st August: Craven PC 
Gaping Gill winch meet.

30th August: Columns Open Day, 
Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.

18th - 20th September: 
Speleologische Dagen (Speleo 
Days), Mozet, Belgium.

25th -27th September: Hidden 
Earth 2015, National Caving 
Conference, Churchill Academy, 
Churchill, near Bristol.

23rd - 26th October: 31st SUICRO 
Symposium, Fairhill House Hotel, 
Clonbur, Co. Galway.

31st October: BCRA Cave Science 
Symposium and BCRA AGM, 
Manchester Museum.

2016
The Association for Industrial 
Archaeology are planning to hold a 
conference in Shropshire - the Club 
may be asked to put on some trips.

13th-20th August: 5th European 
Speleological Congress, Yorkshire 
Dales. Due to this event there will 
NOT be a ‘Hidden Earth’ in 2016.

Practicing Rock Splitting Techniques ...

President: David Adams

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Vacant

Secretary:  Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Conservation: David Poyner

NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding

Membership, BCA Rep & 
Insurance: Mike Davies 

Tackle:  Andy Harris

Training Officer:
Andrew Wood

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

‘Below’ Editor, Publications: 
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

Right ... that’s the 

holes done .... 

now who’s got  ......

Ok, we’re going to try our
 hand at rock splitting

... the plug & feathers ... ##* !!


