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Casterton Fell  Permits - BCA Message
The various access agreements
negotiated by Regions are based on
the understanding that they will be
respected. If necessary BCA will take
appropriate action against any
Member or Members who act against
the best interests of British cavers.
We would, therefore request that
Clubs adhere to all access
agreements, up-to-date details of
which are available on the various
Regional websites, or from the
Regional Conservation & Access
Officers.

Correction to Pontesford
Colliery Engine Houses and
Nags Head Colliery.
In note 6 on page 12 of the last issue,
I refer to D.O. Jones as Derwen if fact
he was Derwas.                 Mike Shaw

The Council of Northern Caving
Clubs has a long-standing agreement
with the landowners of Casterton Fell
that gives generous access
arrangements to all BCA Member
Clubs. Unfortunately on Saturday,
18th August, a day when none of the
5 available permits had been issued,
the land agents visited the lane at
Bull Pot Farm and to their amazement
there were large numbers of cavers
turning up and parking and a long
procession then going caving on the
fell. There are even two clubs with
reports of their trips on the internet!

Unfortunately this is becoming  a
regular occurrence and despite a
number of requests to clubs over the
last couple of years to respect the
agreement, it seems many are not.
Indeed, only 4 permits were issued
for the whole of August and 5 have
been issued for September All this
comes at a time when the whole
access agreement is under review
and pirating only serves to make
negotiations that bit harder. The
immediate result in the case above is
that the CNCC Access Officer has
been summoned to the Estate Off ice
to explain what is being done to
ensure improved compliance among
cavers. We can only hope that it
does not escalate any further in the
longer term.

Permits for Casterton Fell are readily
available for any BCA Member Club
by contacting Alan Speight by e-mail
at: alanmavisspeight@btinternet.com
or by post at: 8b, Springfield,
Bentham, Lancaster LAZ 7BA.
Although ideally clubs will arrange
their trips well in advance, last-
minute permits are sometimes
available, so please contact Alan and
ask rather than just going caving.

BCA Executive {on behalf of BCA
Council) September 2012

Hugh’s Bridge Canal Tunnel, Lilleshall
The canal tunnel at Hugh’s Bridge, Lilleshall on the
Donnington Wood Canal has been attracting the
attention of Club members for a number of years.
Yet apart from a brief foray into the tunnel in the
1960s by David Adams (who didn’t reach the end)
nothing much has happened. On the evening of
July 4th this year, this situation was rectified when
a dozen Club members paid a visit with a view to
(hopefully) reaching the shafts at the end of this
“shaft and tunnel” system.

Stuart Tyrer received a certain amount of good
natured ‘mickey-taking’
when he kitted up in full
diving gear - even more so when he stood in the
entrance and it barely covered his flippers! But, he
had the last laugh - see page 8 for the trip report.
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News Round-Up 1
Ivor Brown

Snailbeach Records
On August 9th 2012 the writer
deposited with the IGMT Library his
complete set of records on the
preservation of Snailbeach Mine,
covering the period 1977 to 1990.

This included 20 pocket files and
reports filling a quarto-sized
photocopy paper box. The files
began when the writer, the Club and
others objected to a draft proposal in
the County Structure Plan to
“reclaim” all derelict land that could
be seen from areas of “high
landscape value” (in this case The
Stiperstones).

The objections led to an Inquiry and
the Planning Inspector added the
words “giving due consideration to
the archaeological and historical
value of the industrial remains”.

Since this time all proposals have
been sent out for consultation and
Consultants/Contractors drew up
proposals for siteworks with this in
mind. The writer assisted in several
studies relating to Snailbeach
including those of Ove Arup in 1985,
Wardell Armstrong in 1987-90 and
their subcontractors (University of
Lancaster Archaeological Unit) etc.

The files can be seen by contacting
John Powell, Librarian, IGMT. A list
has been donated to the Club Library
– but the information does not
contain any historical records or
details of work done since 1990.

Ironbridge Gorge
Museum History
A professional author has been
employed to write a history of the
Museum. Some Club Members were
involved in this in the early days (late
1960s) and the Museum is interested
in getting any old photographs etc.
of work being done. Some
information has already been sent to
them. One item they are hoping to
acquire is a bottle of “Bettons British
Oil” c1970 vintage (i.e. bitumen from
the Tar Tunnel sold in little bottles to
raise money for the Museum start-
up)

10th April 1962
This was the date of the writers first contact
with the Club, some 6 months after its
formation. He then attended meetings of the
Club until September 1962, when at the “first
AGM” he and two others (P.Heath and P.Gaut)
were “asked to become members”.

Fifty years have seen many changes! This
year’s AGM and Dinner are the Club’s “Fiftieth
AGM and Dinner”.

Around the Shows – Summer 2012
(a) The Ackworth Show (Wakefield)

had a number of display stands of
mining memorabilia (see photo).
Some items were interesting – but
Not for sale.

(b) Hillhead Quarrying Exhibition,
Buxton had a very wide range of
machines on display, including
some of Britain’s largest plant.

One hydraulic excavator was the
CAT 6030 which weighed 300
tonnes (see photo). It has two
flights of steps for entry and a
temporary escape ladder had to
be fitted for emergency egress.
To the left of the waiting visitors
can be seen the wheels of the
adjoining CAT 777G rigid dump
truck.

Above, top: Mining Display, Ackworth Show.
Above: CAT Machine Display, Hillhead Quarry.
Left: Bottle of Betton British Oil. Patent awarded to
M. & T. Betton in 1742 (1970 vintage bottled by
IGMT/SCMC).                   Pictures: I.J.Brown Collection
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Between five and twelve of us looked
at various minor mine sites starting
on  29th May at The Knolls
Mine. What was no doubt a road
vehicle loading point (SO 3714 9760)
is visible from the road and had some
sort of incline, probably railed,
leading up to it from an adit in the
valley below.

There is a small engine base (SO
37134 97562) on the line of the incline
and the ‘track’ turns at the summit to
tip to the loading point. Mid way
down the incline and to its east is an
adit (SO 3716 9748) and at its foot is
an open adit (not entered) (SO 37203
97410) and spoil heap (SO 3721 9741).

Round the corner, and back up the
hill from the spoil heap is a fenced off
area using light section rail as posts,
probably an open stope (SO 37133
97410). A further possible fenced off
stope in the valley bottom to the east
was looked at by some of the party
(SO 37320 97544).

Walked on to Squilver, no attempt
was made to located the adit but
what some thought was a capped
shaft was looked at (SO 37786 97514).
The consensus was that this was
water supply related, possibly a small
reservoir presumably with a pump, to
supply Squilver.

Tuesday Summer Walks 2012
Mike Shaw

The recently reopened Horseshoe
Inn at Bridges was found to be very
satisfactory.

On 3rd July the group spent an
atmospheric evening along the east
side of Cefn Gunthley Hill  trying
to tie up what remains with what is
reported in Account 22. Items 14 to
17 now show as disturbed ground
with the adit issuing water. 11, 12 and
13 are difficult to make out.

The hill top was not visited but two
or possibly three adits rise up the hill
between 5 and 3 which can’t be tied
up with the Account. 1 to 3, which
are dismissed in “Lead Copper and
Barytes Mines of Shropshire” as

probably quarry remains, are mining
remains (SO 3336 9557). A long walk
back via the main road, with a brief
crossing of Wales, presaged a visit
to the Stiperstones Inn somewhat
late in the evening.

Left: Mike Shaw
and Peter
Eggleston on the
concrete engine
bed at the head
of the Knolls
Incline.

Left: Nick
Southwick and
Mike Shaw
walking towards
the circular
structure near the
road at Squilver.

Above: One of the rails used as
fencing around the filled stope area
at SO 37137 97419 (cm scale stick)

Right: Large pit
mound with a
collapsed adit
behind it.
(SO 3343 9501)

Above: Andy Wood, Mike Shaw and
Ian Cooper examine a fenced area
around a collapsed adit at Cefn
Gunthley, now used for water
collection. (SO 3341 9471)
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10th July; parts of Rhadley and
Rock
Another threatening evening which
didn’t drop the rain it might have but
was very wet underfoot. The long
walk to the level at Rhadley (Account
22’s item 8) passed the dressing
floors, reservoirs and several adits in
the lower part of Rock Mine (SO 3482
9627) .

The adit aimed for (SO 3371 9604)
was of some considerable length
judging from the size of the tip
despite this having been quarried
extensively in recent times. The adit
issues water and there are some
remains of machine bases and
buildings.

Before the First World War there had
been a proposal, not I believe
executed, for a Nind Level to drain
new ground and to meet Boat level.
The apparent size of the level visited
and the extent of the work would
indicate development by a company
with some capital and what survives
may be a successor to the Nind level,
around WW1 by Shropshire Mines
Limited.

It is not the sort of work one would
expect from Mr Murgatroyd of
Keighley whose name has been
associated with it. Again the return
was via the road and the beer at the
Stiperstones Inn tasted and found
entirely satisfactory.

The 17th was to have been to Chittol
Wood and Norbury Hill, but the
leader decided that looking for Tews
and Swag Shafts at Bog and
remnants of Nipstone Mine would
be more fun.

The woods opposite Ramsdens Shaft
should contain Tews numbers one
and two shafts. Having battled with
the undergrowth a ‘hole’ was found
though it is probably a collapsed
stope  and not a shaft (SO 3579 9729).
Much other disturbed ground was
clambered over without gaining much
idea what had gone on.

Swag Shaft just behind the
Nipstone’s car park was noted but it
was known to have been blocked

Tuesday Summer Walks 2012
Continued ...

years ago (SO 3566 9706). A pleasant
wander round Nipstone Rock failed
to locate any of the items present
when Account 22’s information was
current. The party crossed the road
and found the remains of
Nipstone’s adit (SO 3543 9695).

Standards at the Stiperstones Inn
have not slipped.

The fifth and final walk of the season
was on 24th July in glorious weather.
Myndtown mine, which was
trialled for copper and later barytes,
in neither case apparently with
success, was wandered round
(SO3896 8883).

Above the road there are areas of
broken rock which could be mining

Left: Nick
Southwick
standing on part
of the waste tip,
(SO 3366 9604,
more is visible in
the distance) of
the ‘mystery’ level
on the 10th July.

Left: Concrete
foundations and
holding down
bolts (SO 3370
9604) at the
‘mystery’ level.

Above: Hole in the woods near Tews
shafts on the 17th July.

Above: Collapse into workings or
surface stoping near tews shafts.
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related but there are (now) no signs
of adits or shafts to account for the
spoil. The traces of malachite noted
in account 22 still survive (SO3896
8883) though again it is very far from
clear where any extraction took place.

Below the road is a field of bracken
which hides three possible adit sites
two with clear spoil runs. Perhaps the
most useful comment to come from
the entire exercise was made here to
the effect that if our Summer walks
were in the Winter we could see a lot
more… !

Remains at Medlicott were not
looked for as time only permitted one
further visit and Ratlinghope looked
the more promising.

The only source offering a grid
reference there (SO 396 964) is the
County Council’s Heritage and
Environment Records and this
reference is taken from the Marches
Uplands Survey (1994).  The remains
at the reference are the right sort of
shape for an adit and associated
spoil run, but are so small as to be
utterly unconvincing as remains of
mining from the 1830s.

The beer at the Horseshoe continues
excellent.

The sixth of this years five walks
hasn’t taken place yet. If it happens
this year it won’t on a Tuesday
evening, except in spirit (perhaps
whiskey). It will be to Medlicott, an
initial approach has been made to the
owner who is happy for us to visit
but a combination of illness and
holidays have left insufficient light
evenings this year, but watch this
space.

Tuesday Summer Walks 2012
Continued ...

Above, left: The overgrown site of
Swag Shaft by Nipstones Car Park.
Above, right: Making notes in the
cutting leading to Swag shaft.
(SO 3566 9706).
Right: Peter Eggleston by the
collection tank for water from
Nipstone Adit  (SO 3543 9695).

Left: The walkers on
the road at the
Myndtown mine site
near to the malachite
staining (SO 3896
8883).

Right: View from the
site of the malachite
staining at Myndtown
mine (SO 3896 8883).
[You could see the
smoke from the
Stiperstones fire from
here!]

Left: Peter Eggleston and Richard
Silk exploring the approach to a
possible adit in the dense bracken
on the Myndtown mine site (SO 3889
8885).

Right: The
reputed site of
Ratlinghope
mine - looks
more like a
large fallen tree
hole!
(SO 396 964)

Pictures:
Kelvin Lake -

I.A.Recordings
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Some Notes on the Mines of the Lilleshall Company, No.11
Other Pits in the Priorslee Field (Colliery), Ivor Brown

This series has covered all the
principal pits of the Priorslee Field,
but many more are known to have
been worked by the Lilleshall
Company. The writer has some
information of these smaller pits,
especially those that survived into
the late 19th Century. Included in
these are the pits called; Hall,
Furnace, Tarry, Top Springs, Lower
Springs, Rickyard, Village, Heyes,
Little Heyes, Westcroft and Nelson
(see map below).

Most of these were opened in the
early 19th Century and closed before
1880. According to the Company, in
1871, about half their pits produced
coal, the other half ironstone, but a
few also produced cannel and clay.

Basic details are shown below, but
shaft depths are as found on mine
plans. These are not necessarily their
final depths.

Dates of some of the fatalities are
given only as they were a good
indicator of periods when the pits
were working.

10. Rickyard, SJ708 096
Shafts 309ft. Sometimes called
Brickyard Pit, but not to be confused
with the other Brickyard Pit (Below
2009.4). A shaft geological section is
given by Williams in 1846. The pit
was working Top Coal in 1889, but
described as “standing” in 1891, 1894
and 1900, but closed by 1905.

11.Village SJ 709 094.
Shaft depth not known. Working
New Mine Coal in 1889, but not listed
in the Inspector’s returns for 1891.

The following pits had almost
certainly closed before 1880. Indeed
in 1871 the Company reported
specifically that “10 pairs of pits”
remained in operation in Priorslee
Field, these would have been
Woodhouse 1 and 2, Stafford 1 and
2, Dark Lane, Lawn, probably
Rickyard  and Village and two other
smaller pits working intermittently.

12.Hall SJ 712 099.
Shafts 447ft. deep – not to be
confused with the Malinslee ‘Hall’
Pits.

13.Furnace SJ 703 098
 Shafts 369ft. deep. Fatal accidents
occurred in 1869 and 1876, another
listed at ‘New Furnace’ in 1862 was
probably the same pit.

14.Tarry SJ 703 098.
Shafts 504ft. deep, mentioned in
Government Committee Reports of
1866 (page 175). Randall, a local
historian, recorded in the 1880s that
miners here had to work under
“sheets” due to the amount of ‘tar’
falling from the roof.

15.Top Springs SJ 706 096.
Shafts 450ft. deep. A fatal accident
occurred here in 1854.

16.Lower Springs SJ 704 094.
Shaft depth unknown. Fatal
accidents recorded here in 1858 and
1868. The latter involving an
ironstone miner.

17.Heyes SJ 705 092.
Shaft depth unknown.
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18.Little Heyes SJ 706 093.
Depth unknown. A fatal accident was
reported here in 1869.

19.Westcroft SJ 709 099.
There is a geological section in
Whitehead 1928 p80. Sometimes
called Witchcroft Pit.

20.Nelson SJ 709 099.
There is a geological section in
Williams 1846.

21.Ferriday’s Pit.
This is mentioned in various
documents, including Inspector’s
reports due to a fatality. Its location
is unknown, but may be one of the
previous pits – or another one since
the Ferriday family produced a
number of chartermasters who
worked for the Company.

There were other pits working in the
Lilleshall Company’s Priorslee
Colliery after the mid 1850s which
had survived from the old Snedshill,
Hadley, Wombridge and
Wrockwardine Fields/Collieries,
particularly around The Nabb and
The Cockshutt. These included the
following (the precise location of
which are unknown):

22.No.8 Ironstone Pit – near
Wrockwardine Wood.
Four miners died here in a
catastrophic roof fall in 1862. This
was due to a lack of roof supports.
The chartermaster was charged,
taken to court and sentenced to jail
for 2 months with hard labour.

22.Nabb Ironstone Pit.
Shaft was about 70 yards deep. Five
miners were killed here when the
winding chain broke in 1861. The
Coroner brought in a verdict of
accidental death but this was heavily
criticised in a Government Select
Committee Report in 1866 (p177).

At the Inquest in 1861 the
organisational arrangements for a
Lilleshall Company pit at this time
(pre-1872 Colliery Manager Law) was
clearly shown; All shaft work was
provided by the Company.

General Manager R.Horton;
Mining Engineer E.Jones.
Company Engineer J.Lloyd;
Engines Manager J.Wheeter.
Blacksmith responsible for winding

chains T.Stevens.
Blacksmith responsible for stubbing

wood blocks in the chains was
A.Jones (triple chains were
usually stubbed together).

Engine Driver H.Thomas.
Chartermasters responsible for

providing men and horses and in
controlling underground
operations; Mr. Mainwaring and
Mr.Swift (for day and night shifts
respectively).

A bankswoman, Mary Jones was
responsible for loading and
signalling, but it was not clear
whether she worked for the
Company or chartermasters,
probably the former.

23.Beverley Pit No.2. Possibly
near Oakengates.
A chartermaster named Cotton was
killed by a fall of roof here in 1877.

Water Pits
The Lilleshall Company maintained a
number of “Water Pits” often remote
from its active colliery sites, to assist
in underground drainage or provide
essential water supplies to its
activities. Even more were maintained
to provide access and ventilation to
the Company’s extensive “Day
Level” drainage sough.

In 1870 the Company reported that
they were producing more than
200,000 tons of water per month. This
was over 2½ times as much tonnage
as the combined weight of the
various minerals produced!

They added that they had 15
pumping engines and that there were
engines at Granville, Grange,
Woodhouse, Waxhill, Stephens and
Muxton Pits and “seven engines at
Priorslee”. These must have included
those mentioned, at Stafford, Dark
Lane and Lawn in Priorslee Colliery,
but the location of the others is not
clear. While some pits could have
had more than one there must have

Some Notes on the Mines of the Lilleshall Company, No.11
Other Pits in the Priorslee Field (Colliery), continued ...

been others at some of the smaller
pits listed earlier.

One engine not in the 15 however,
was that of the Pudley Hill Pit on the
neighbouring Malinslee and Stirchley
Estate. This large engine was
operated from 1890 by the Shropshire
Mines Drainage Company, a
partnership between the Lilleshall
Company and the Estate on which it
was standing. This is described in
Addendum 1 (see next issue).

Some of the engines pumped all their
water to surface but others pumped
part way into an inset connected to
the Day Level Sough. This Sough
originally commenced in the 1700s
into the hillside from the low-lying
area north of the Coalfield, was
driven in stages for some 4 miles to
the deeper mines. This also had
several branches and connected
many of the larger mines which
worked seams well below its level.
Some shafts were sunk during tunnel
construction others much later, but
drifts were made to give access to it.

A number of these shafts with
winding and pumping gear were
maintained to give access for
examination and repair work until
about 1920. Albion Pit and Pudley
Hill Pit were just two of these pits
(see Addendum 2 in next issue).

Acknowledgements
The writer is grateful to Mr. Atkinson
(former Company Engineer 1903-
1943) and Howard Williams (former
Club member - 1960s) for leaving
notes which have been used
extensively in this series.

A list of references will hopefully be
available from the Club Library in the
future.

Note: The Lilleshall Company
operated other mines and quarries at
this time, but these are not covered
here. They included:
a. The Lilleshall Limestone mines
b. Some Wenlock Edge Limestone

Quarries
c. Nantmawr Limesotne Quarry,

Oswestry
d. Hope Colliery near Wrexham.
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Trip report - Hugh’s Bridge Canal Tunnel
4th July 2012

In 1765 the Earl Gower and Company
started construction of the first canal
in Shropshire (completed by 1768)
from collieries at  Donnington Wood
5½ miles  eastwards past Muxton and
Lilleshall Abbey to a wharf at Pave
Lane near Newport. A couple of
years later a 2 mile long branch canal
with 3 short arms was built to
connect limestone quarries and
works at Lilleshall and Pitchcroft with
the  main line.

As the branch canal was at a lower
level than the main line (42 feet/13m)
the connection between the two was
made at Hugh’s Bridge by a tunnel
with twin shafts, on the bank of the
main line. Cranes were used to lower
coal in box-shaped containers down
one shaft, while raising lighter
containers of lime or limestone in the
other.

By 1797 an inclined plane 123 yards
(112.5m) long had replaced the shaft-
tunnel system.

The branch canal and incline were
abandoned about 1878-79, probably
when the Lilleshall Limeworks closed.
It is the tunnel of the shaft-tunnel
system that the Club investigated in
July this year.

The Tunnel
Heading: Approx. 150o

Distance to shafts/collapse: 60m
(measured by dive line)
Water: 5 to 6 feet deep

Considering it is over 200 years since
it was last used the tunnel is in very
good condition. Brick lined from the
portal it passes into an unlined
section about 30m inbye, before
reaching what appears to be 2 in-
filled shafts, one on the South side of
the tunnel the other straight ahead.

The Trip
Members present: David Adams,
Peter Eggleston, Andy Harris, Steve
Holding, Evan Kinsey, Kelvin Lake,
Tony Wilson, Mike Moore, John
Priest, Neal Rushton, Stuart Tyrer.

Despite the jokes, Stuart had the last
laugh after donning his diving gear

Left: View from the branch canal of
the tunnel portal with “Incline
Cottages” in the background.

The main line of the Donnington
Wood Canal is behind the building
(Donnington to the right, Newport to
the left).

Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings

Above: Andy Harris watches as Evan and Tony get “towed away” !

Below: Evan (left) and Tony (right) clinging onto the dingy, with Stuart’s light
receding into the distance.
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and entering the tunnel the others
with him (Evan, Tony and Andy)
rapidly discovered that the water in
the tunnel was much deeper than
they thought. The land owners have
put a barrier across the entrance to
make the canal a garden feature,
increasing the depth of water inside
the tunnel.

As they moved into the tunnel Evan
and Tony tried holding onto Neal’s
inflatable dingy while Stuart towed
them along. However, after about
30m with progress proving very slow,
Stuart left the dingy behind and
pushed onto the end. He managed to
get a couple of views of the filled
shafts with his video camera, which
showed there was no way onwards.

When the underground team had
exited, measurements where made up
the incline to work out where the
shafts might be. Two spots were
identified with trees growing out of
them as the likely locations either
side of the track along the former
towpath.

Trip report - Hugh’s Bridge Canal Tunnel
Continued ...

Above: Recovering the slightly deflated dingy from the tunnel portal.

Left: Artefacts found by the land
owners while working in the
garden.

They appear to be part of a
pulley wheel and the metal
‘hook’ end of a boat hook.

Below: John Priest and Neal
Rushton measuring along the
bed of the former incline.

Below: View along the main canal
towards Newport. One of the shafts
is thought to be in the rough area
middle left of picture.

Additional Notes
The canal is also known as the Marquis of Stafford’s or the Duke
of Sutherland’s Canal, but generally the Donnington Wood.

The canal was built by John Earl Gower (brother -in-law to the
famous canal builder Francis, 4th Duke of Bridgewater) he was
created first Marquis of Stafford in 1786. His eldest son, who
became the second Marquis of Stafford in 1803 was created Duke
of Sutherland in 1833.
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Moorgreen Colliery
The wood that was once the site of
Moorgreen Colliery, Nottinghamshire
is to become an official nature
reserve.

Colliers Wood is the third reserve in
2012 to be awarded the status by
Broxtowe Borough Council, after
Watnall Green and Watnall Spinney.

It will bring the total to 13 in the
borough, which cover an area of 260
acres (105 hectares).

Moorgreen Colliery was opened by
Barber, Walker and Company in 1865.
Coal production started in 1871 and,
at its height in the 1960s, the colliery
produced about one million tonnes of
coal per year. It closed in 1985.

News Reports, 15 April 2012

Digital Archive for Pit Village
Residents of a former pit village in
West Yorkshire are being
encouraged to share their memories,
photographs and anecdotes.

Sheffield Hallam University is
working with the Castleford Heritage
Trust to encourage people to share
their memories of Fryston (a former
pit village) for a new digital archive.

It is hoped a bid for Heritage Lottery
Funding will be made in the future.

News Reports, 6th May 2012

Opencast Mining at Tower
Work has begun on the opencast site
at Tower Colliery, near Hirwaun, in
the Cynon Valley. Around six million
tonnes of coal is set to be taken over
the next six years. At current prices
they expect an annual turnover of
£50m, more than double the turnover
when Tower was a deep pit.

Tower was the last deep pit in Wales.
Its life was extended after a workers’
buyout in 1995, finally closing in
2008. The 240 miners who ploughed
£8,000 of their redundancy into the
workers’ buyout will share the profits
as part of a joint venture with the
energy company Hargreaves.

They plan to extract coal from a
depth of down to 165m, on the 480-
acre (195 hectares) old washery site,
and the opencast will be 200 acres (80
hectares) in size.

BBC News, 22nd May 2012

200 Years of Mining
Over 200 years of mining in the
Rhondda was remembered at the
beginning of June this year at “Lewis
Merthyr Day” held at Rhondda
Heritage Park (the former Lewis
Merthyr Colliery in Trehafod).

The event marked the bicentenary of
the sinking of the first deep mine in
the area by Walter Coffin at Dinas.

One hundred years of the Mines
Rescue Service was also marked with
the unveiling of a blue plaque in the
Rhondda Heritage Park.

The Mines Rescue Service (Dinas)
team put on a display and there were
historical talks and a display of lodge
banners, plus choirs and brass
bands.

UK Coal Fined

UK Coal has been fined £200,000
after it pleaded guilty to health and
safety breaches over the death of Ian
Cameron (46) at Kellingley Pit in 2009
when equipment fell on him. The
company admitted failing to ensure
powered roof supports were properly
maintained and health and safety
breaches at the coal face in March.

UK Coal was ordered to pay a further
£218,000 in costs.

Leeds Crown Court had heard that
Mr Cameron died as a result of his
injuries when a powered roof support
(PRS) lowered spontaneously,
crushing him against large amounts
of debris that had accumulated within
the walkway of the support. It

emerged a valve within the PRS had
become worn and defective. The
supports installed where Mr Cameron
worked had been salvaged from
another coal face, and assessed by
UK Coal as fit for transfer with limited
maintenance.

The PRS was one of several hundred
supplied by Joy Mining Machinery
Ltd. The company had failed to
notify UK Coal of a similar
malfunction in Australia in 2008. Joy
Mining was fined £50,000 after
admitting breaches of health and
safety rules at an earlier hearing.

Mr Cameron's death was one of three
at the Kellingley colliery since 2008.

News Reports, 18 July 2012

New Potash Mine
Sirius Minerals has confirmed that its
new potash mine will be in the North
York Moors National Park three miles
(4.8km) south of Whitby.

Minerals extracted would be
transferred underground for
processing on Teesside about 35
miles (56km) away.

News Reports, September 2012

UK News Round-up

Maltby Colliery Threatened
Maltby Colliery in Rotherham, which
employs about 500 people, was
forced to abandon a new “panel” of
coal due to safety fears earlier in the
year due to unusually high levels of
water, oil and gas being encountered.

Owners Hargreaves Services claim
that with the abandonment of the
new T125 panel it could lead to the
mothballing or even closure of the
mine as it would probably be
uneconomic to switch production to
a later panel due to the long face gap
entailed.

The mine produces in excess of one
million tonnes of coal a year, with
60% of its output used by Europe’s
largest coal-fired power station, Drax
in the East Riding of Yorkshire.

Maltby Colliery, which has produced
coal for more than 100 years, was
bought by Hargreaves Services in
February 2007.

Hargreaves was established in 1994
as a specialist bulk haulier. Their
Production Division includes Maltby
Colliery, Monckton Coke & Chemical
Co. (in Barnsley), Maxibrite Ltd (a
South Wales smokeless fuel maker),
amongst others.

BBC News 25 September 2012
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Snailbeach Platform Work
August 2012

To allow the Shropshire Mines Trust
to take visitors beyond the metal
bridge in Perkins / Roberts Level a
certain amount of safety work was
needed.

During August Club members
undertook the task of constructing a
shelter at the base the of the large
stope, plus an ‘ACME’ bridge (Troll
bridge - but don’t tell the children
otherwise they won’t cross it !!)
across the small stope between there
and the metal bridge.

To protect members of the public as
they walked from the end of the metal
bridge from any falling rocks it was
decided to build a set of timber
platforms in the stope above the end
of the metal bridge.

This involved cutting pockets in the
hanging and foot wall, then fitting
timbers with planks on top. Rather
than build one large platform, two
staggered platforms have been
constructed to allow bats to fly
between (they have already been
seen doing this!).

Cutting the pockets, even with the aid of battery
drills, proved quite hard. However, more work
needs to be done on the platforms, but that will
happen next year when the bats are not roosting.

The shelter and ‘Troll’ bridge had their first test
over the Heritage Weekend at the beginning of
September. This allowed members of the public
to view the big stope and impress upon them the
scale of some of the workings in the mine. To
help them grasp the size of the stope the Trust
placed a manikin near the top and Pete Eggleston
rigged a light to illuminate it (you switch the light
on from the shelter).

Congratulations to everyone involved in this
work, the end result looks very professional, well
done!

Left: Looking up
the stope to Andy
Kennelly cutting
pockets for
timbers in the
hanging wall.

Left: Neal
Rushton
measuring
across the stope
for timbers.

Pictures:
Andy Kennelly

Above: Neal using the battery drill to make the timber pockets.
Below: Views of the finished timbers and planking.
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These are small metal tokens given to
a mine-employee for identification
purposes. They can be of various
shapes, but are usually round,
square, oval or hexagonal and may be
made of brass, zinc, steel or
aluminium. Each check carries an
engraved number, as given to the
miner, and often also the name of the
employer of mine. It also has a hole
punched through it so that it can be
hung on a hook or board.

The original use of a check was for
identification and as a receipt given
in exchange for a lamp or pay-packet
or tin. They were then handed back
when the lamp or pay tin was
returned.

Miners Checks
Ivor Brown

During the late 1800s the use of the
check widened and became part of a
time-keeping system. Before going
down the pit the miner exchanged his
numbered check for a lamp carrying
the same number, the check was
taken to the timekeeper for recording
the miner’s presence and then hung
on a board for him to collect at the
end of his shift.

If the check remained on the board
and no lamp had been returned it was
assumed that the miner must still be
at work – or missing and a search
could begin.

During the 1900s a second check for
each miner came into use as part of a

safety system. One check was
handed in on arrival at the pit-top
and the second was kept by the
miner on his person at all times
during his shift. In this system the
two checks were of different shape,
but similar throughout the pit.

For example, all hexagonal shapes to
be handed in, all round shaped
checks to be kept on the person. The
first check would pass through the
timekeeping system mentioned
above, and then be collected by the
miner on completion of the shift.

On reaching surface both checks
would be with him and thus it was
known that he had returned safely.

Lilleshall Company Checks (Collieries, Pits, Clayworks and Iron Furnaces)

Pre Nationalisation Closures

Pre and After Nationalisation (1947)

Lodge 22
 - Ceased production

(Cp) c1890

Muxton Bridge No.175
(Cp 1912)

Freehold No. 170
(Cp 1928)

Stafford No.202
(No.91 also known to exist)

(Cp 1928)

Lilleshall Colleries (a) (b)

NCB Lilleshall Colliery (combined Grange & Granville Pits)
(also known, type a: Nos. 61, 527, 627, 300. b: 541)

(Grange Pit Cp. 1952, Granville Cp 1979.)

Donnington Pits Granville
(Cp 1979)

Granville
(Cp 1979)
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Also, if a major incident occurs
involving a miner while he is
underground a numbered metal check
can aid identification.

Miners checks are not to be
confused with identity badges worn
by miners for other purposes such
as:

Identifying those who had passed a
First Aid Examination

Identifying qualified Rescue Men in
cases of incident.

Union badges given in recognition of
having paid a subscription

Special badges to advertise a
particular event, a safety
campaign or a strike.

Lilleshall Company Checks (Continued...)

Pre and After Nationalisation (1947)

Lilleshall (Lamp) Check Granville (Pay Check)
(No.511 also known)

Granville (NCB)
(No. 664 also known)

(Cp 1979)

Granville (NCB)
(No. 611 & 254 also known)

(Cp 1979)

Snedshill Brickworks
(Cp 1977)

(a) (b)

Donnington Brickworks (Cp 1971)

There are now many keen collectors
of these old checks and their
collections can be seen at special
shows. Other industries too have
used checks – although often just a
single one per person, not a double.

A recent problem has now developed
for collectors in that checks have
become so valuable that forgeries are
now being made and offered for sale
on the internet.

Brickworks (and Quarry)

Blast Furnaces (Iron) Estates Department

Priorslee Furnace (Cp 1959)

Note
The images of the checks are from
photographs received by the writer,
who is indebted to all the owners. For
further information on checks see
Below 2008.4, 2010.2.

Sizes are approximate only.

Miners Checks
Continued ...

Examples of
mine identity
badges from
the writers
collection
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Mines need water; for those that had
steam engines, it was particularly
important that there was a good
supply of water for the boilers.
Generally water from the workings is
not suitable for use in boilers and so
pits either sank their own wells or got
the water from a spring or stream. If
the source of water was any distance
from the pit head, then a powerful
pump in its own building would be
needed.

Highley Colliery was sunk over 300
yards from the nearest water; a set of
springs that fed the River Severn
south of the colliery. It was also
around 180 feet higher than these.
Approximately the same distance to
the north and around 50 feet higher
the company owned a brick yard.

Sinking at Highley began in January
1878 and until the end of 1879 the
company officially relied on
collection of surface water at the
colliery site for the boilers. Not
surprisingly, this proved
unsatisfactory, with manager often
resorting to mine drainage water to
supply the boilers.

In December 1879 the company
agreed to turn a clay hole at their
brick works into a pool, to allow
water to flow by gravity to the
colliery site 1. This also ran into
problems for in May 1881 the

The Pump House, Highley Colliery
David Poyner

directors decided to approach the
Severn Commissioners, to be allowed
to extract water from the Severn. It
seems that a spring, which
presumably fed the brick yard pool,
ran dry; the company minutes speak
of water being “carted from all over
the county” to feed the boilers. The
request for water extraction was
probably refused as in July the board
agreed to the manager’s plan to sink
an 8’ diameter well next to a stream
by the Severn and pump water from
this. This was operational by
February 1882 2.

At the very start of the 20th Century,
the Highley Mining Company built
three new streets of terraced housing
in the village, largely via a subsidiary,
the Highley Land and Building
Company. Prior to this time, the
village had relied on wells for water
but this would be inadequate for 110
houses. As a result the company had
to provide a supply of piped water to
the new development; this came from
the pump house. It seems that the
pipe line was extended from the mine
to a tank in the roof of a property
repair workshop at the highest point
of the site (the end of Coronation
Street). From there, water flowed by
gravity to standpipes in the back
alleys of the houses 3.

The pump house struggled to meet
the demand for water from the newly

constructed houses; it seems likely
that the pipes were extended to the
other properties that were built in the
village in the years before the First
World War.

In 1915 the Highley Mining Company
inherited the new estate of Garden
Village in the north of Highley, built
for the Billingsley Colliery Company.
This had an entirely separate water
supply fed by pump at Hampton
Loade. At some point between 1921
and 1931, the company engineer,
Harry Foster, enlarged the Hampton
Loade pump and used that to supply
the domestic water needs of most of
the village, leaving the Highley pump
house to concentrate on the
supplying water for the mine.

Electricity was being introduced at
Highley Colliery at this time and
Foster also replaced the steam pump
with a 15hp motor. This drove a 3-ram
pump. In 1940 all coal winding was
transferred from Highley to the new
shaft at Alveley; however,
emergency winding and ventilation
remained on the Highley site.

In 1946 a new electric-driven axial fan
was installed at Highley and shortly
afterwards the steam winding engine
was also replaced by an electric
winder 4. At this point, the pump
house was abandoned. As it was
distinct from the colliery site, it was
not demolished but became
effectively a large garden shed for an
adjacent bungalow.

At the time of writing, the pump
house is being converted into a new
dwelling. This should ensure its
long-term survival. It has been
possible to inspect the building and
also view remains uncovered during
the building works (Figs 1, 2).

The building consists of a main room,
approximately 24’ x 14’. This can be
seen on the 1901 1:2500 Ordnance
Survey map of Highley (Fig 3) and
was part of the original pump house
of 1881. The east end has a semi-
circular window and there is a large
rectangular window on the south

Figure 1

Plan and section of the pump house.
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side, reaching almost to the ground.
Both of these have metal frames.

The door was on the west side. This
led into a small ante-chamber and
then to five steps down to the
pumping chamber. Beneath the floor
of this was the circular brick well,
apparently 20’ deep; an overflow
culvert on the east side allowed
drainage to the river. A rectangular
hole in the floor over the culvert was
probably where the suction pipe from
the pump got access to the well.

There was a slot in the floor above
the well, probably for a flywheel. The
building had a hipped roof supported
by two wooden king-post trusses (ie
a central wooden post set in between
a V-shaped pair of struts); beneath
the tiled roof there was a decorative
course of brickwork (“dentil eaves”,
where the bricks are laid as headers,
with alternative ones sticking out).

A pipe from the east wall of the
building at one point took water
away from the well, although
apparently this had been cut off.

At some point a small brick room was
added to the north-west corner of the
main building; the building is not
shown on the 1901 OS map. A door
was knocked through to allow access
from the main building. There was a
separate external door to the east and

a wooden shutter over a window to
the west. A pipe once emerged from
the west wall; it was approximately 4”
in diameter and several feet could still
be traced in the garden. This pipe is
said to have been connected with the
pipe from the main building. Inside
the building it was connected to a
wheel-operated stop-valve,
suggesting the building was a valve
house.

On the south side of the building,
there had once been an outbuilding,
long demolished. This is shown on
the 1901 OS map and an outline of a
truncated form of it is shown by the
architects who prepared the plans for
the current conversion.

When I inspected the site, most
traces of this building had gone, but
an extensive brick pavement had
been revealed. Within this there were
four plinths (P1-4, Fig 2), currently
just a single course above the rest of
the pavement although they were
once much higher.

The line of the demolished building
as drawn by the architect does not fit
particularly well with my
measurements of the plinths, but it is
possible that the two northern ones
were inside the building. At least P1
extended further east but this
extension had been buried by the
time of my visit. Opposite these, to
the east there is an extension of the
pavement which looks as though it
may have been a path to a door. The
southern pair of plinths are unlikely
to have been inside the building.

It is possible to make some guesses
as to the history and uses of the
buildings. The 1901 OS map probably
shows the complex as built. The
northern building clearly held the
pump. Close inspection of the
southern building on the OS map
shows a small square on its north-
western side which is likely to be a
chimney; thus the building itself
probably housed the boilers for a
steam pump. There was no trace of
any of the flues that would normally

The Pump House, Highley Colliery
Continued ...

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 2: Elevations of the pump
house

Figure 3: The pump house as
shown on the 1902 1:2500 OS map
of Highley
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be associated with boilers but it is
possible that they had been
destroyed.

The builder noted that many of the
bricks seem to have been close to a
source of heat; in places they had
cracked and had been repaired with a
mixture of bitumen and ash. A
fragment of a fire bar was also noted
and the builder reported large
amounts of ash.

The plinths resemble machine bases
rather than boiler foundations; they
may have supported one or more
engines that drove the pumps,
although it is not clear exactly how
any drive would have been
transmitted to the pumps. At the
north-east corner of the likely boiler
house there appeared to be a rubble-
filled cavity which could have
housed a pipe coming from the pump
house; perhaps this supplied water
to the boilers.

The valve-house post-dates 1901. It
may have been added when the
pump house was called on to supply
water to the company houses as well
as the mine and perhaps housed a
second pump. The second set of
plinths, apparently outside the boiler
house may also date from this time;
possibly a second engine was added,
perhaps housed in a lean-to that has
left no trace.

When the pumps were converted to
electricity, the boilers and associated
steam engine were presumably
scrapped. It is possible that the
plinths were built or modified at this
time to support the electric motors
that replaced the steam engine. The
3-throw ram pump present in 1940
could have been the original pump
from 1881, although such pumps
were particularly suited to electric
drive.

The obvious place for the water
supply is of course the brick well
beneath the pump house. However,
around 150 yards to the south of the
pump house, by the river side is a
brick cistern (Fig 4); this uses the

The Pump House, Highley Colliery
Continued ...

ash-rich mortar typical of the late
19th and early 20th centuries in
Highley and is reputed to be
connected to the pump house 5. It is
possible that it taps a second spring
and could have been built when it
became necessary to supply the
houses.

The course of the pipeline from the
pump house to the colliery is
hypothetical (Fig 4). It is possible
that the pipes ran directly to the
mine; however, there is no evidence
that there was ever a storage tank or
reservoir there. There is tradition in
the village that the pool at the brick
works continued to be used for the
colliery. It is possible that water was
pumped up to this and then allowed
to flow by gravity to the boilers at
the colliery. The pool may also have
been used to condense steam from
the colliery engines 6.

In the village, the tank at the top of
Coronation Street remained in place
until the 1990s, although long
disused. When eventually removed it
was found to be made of cast iron
plates. The base consisted of 3 rows
of 12 plates, each 5’2” square. The
sides were 6’ x 5’2”. One of these
revealed that they were cast in 1866
by Fletcher Jennings of Lowca, near
Whitehaven.

Fletcher Jennings was founded in
1859 and is best known as
manufacturers of steam locomotives.
However, as is apparent from the
tank, they also made more mundane
structures. The tank
was clearly obtained
second hand; the
Highley Mining
Company always had
an eye for a bargain!

I would like to thank
the owner of the
pump house for
allowing me access to
her property, Eamon
Fyfe for discussion
and Westpoy
Construction for
allowing me to inspect

Tank House in Coronation Street
during its conversion.

References
1. Ironbridge Institute, Minute Book

of the Highley Mining Company
(Min Book), Dec 13th 1879

2. Min Book; May 23rd 1881, July
20th 1881, Feb 7th 1882. Another
insight into the problems of the
water supply at Highley Colliery
at this period was recorded in the
book “Severn Stream, published
in 1949. The author, Brian Waters,
interviewed a Highley resident,
Bill Hinton, who lived by the
river. He recalled how his uncle,
when a boy, was employed to
fetch water in buckets held by
yokes to fill the boilers at the
mine (pg 162).

3. Bridgnorth Journal, June 16th,
1900. I am grateful to Dr Gwyneth
Nair for her recollections of the
water supply to the streets.

4. Letter from Harry Foster to the
Highley Mining Company, 1931;
copy in the collection of Robert
Evans. National Archives; COAL
38/376, COAL 34/405

5. Information from the late Pat
Barry.

6. Information from Alex Breakwell,
who recalls steam coming from
the pool, probably in the 1930s.

Figure 4: Presumed route of pipes to
and from the pump house. The
buildings are those that would have
existed in Highley in 1902.
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Knolls and Squilver Mines
June 6th 2012

After the Summer Walks visited the
Knolls mine and Squilver area (see
page 3) it was decided to have a
Wednesday evening trip to both
mines to explore the underground
features and see if the descriptions in
Account 22 could be updated.

Knolls Mine
According to Account 22 (p11) : Last
visited 1994. The adit “... leads after
50 yards into a stope at right-angles
to the adit, after passing through a
fault plane halfway along. The strata
on both sides of the fault appear to
be red Longmyndian Sandstones.
The stope is about 30 yards long and
40ft. high. At its far end the barytes
vein is replaced by a clay plug, along
which an adit has been driven for a
few yards to a blind heading”.

Investigation underground has
revealed that there is slightly more to
the mine than this. There is what
appears to be a timbered climbing
shaft, with the timber in reasonable
condition, plus views can be had
across false flooring into a stope.
There are tramway rails still in-situ,
plus a candle soot mark and ‘drips’
on one of the red walls.

Squilver
Account 22 states: Last visited 1964,
“A short adit was found which has
not been re-visited”.

The adit was located and
discovered to be full of
water with a curious
collection of tins, bottles
and old light bulbs
floating on the surface,
which made for an
interesting wade!
At the end of the adit is a
tight crawl in red
Longmyndian Sandstone,

Below: Andy Wood looking into the
stope from the false flooring.

Above: Evan Kinsey negotiating the
Knolls Adit entrance.

Above, left: The soot stain with white candle drips in the ledge below.
Above, right: Detail of timbering across the level and the top of the stope.

Above: The Squilver ‘rubbish’. Below, left: Wading through the Squilver adit.
Below, right: The tight squeeze at the end of the Squilver adit.

which doesn’t appear to go far. In
total about a 10 minute underground
trip - if you stop to photograph the
floating debris!

Left:  Evan Kinsey
climbing the timbers in
the climbing shaft in
Knolls Mine.

Pictures: Andy Kennelly
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What the Papers Said - Wellington Journal & Shrewsbury News
submitted by Steve Dewhirst

MADELEY COLLIER’S DEATH.
THE INQUEST.

Mr. F. H. Potts, Borough Coroner, on Friday last
week held an inquest at the Institute, Madeley,
concerning the death of James Henry Dudley, 56,
a collier.

Clara Dudley, wife of deceased, living at Prince
Street, Madeley, stated that her husband had been
in the employ of the Madeley Wood Company
ever since he was a boy. On the 23rd October last
year he was working, at the Kemberton pits, when
he was injured by a fall of roof, and his leg was
badly cut. He went on working till December 2nd,
when he complained of being in pain, so she called
in Dr. Droop who ordered him to the Broseley
Hospital. A week later he underwent an operation.
On March 1st he was discharged from the hospital
apparently all right but he had not resumed his
work. On the Monday after he left the hospital,
witness said, deceased complained of pain in the
back of the head. He kept getting worse, and on
the 7th inst. Dr. Droop saw him and ordered him
to bed. He gradually got worse and died on
Wednesday night.

Dr. Droop stated that when he first saw deceased,
he was suffering from a violent pain in the stomach,
which he thought was partly due to the rupture.
He saw him constantly in the hospital, and he
appeared perfectly well when he came out; but he
complained of a slight cough. On the 7th inst. he
found that deceased was suffering from influenza.
The jury returned a verdict of “Death from natural
causes.”

25
th
 March 1911

PRIORSLEE MINER’S DEATH,
KILLED IN THE PIT-

A fatality, occurred at the Lilleshall Company’s
Freehold Pit, St. George’s, on Monday, when
George Wolley, Booth’s Cottages, Priorslee, was
killed by a large fall of roof.

Mr. Coroner Lander opened the inquest on the
body on Tuesday at St. George’s, and remarked
that it was another of those sad accidents which
unfortunately could not be avoided. He proposed
that day to take only formal evidence of
identification, and adjourn the inquiry, in order to
give His Majesty’s Inspector of Mines an
opportunity to attend.

Mary Ann Woolley, wife of deceased, said that
deceased was 34 years of age. He was an
experienced collier, and had been accustomed to
the work all his life. On Monday morning witness
received a message that deceased had met with a
serious accident. This was conveyed by Mr. Lane,
one of the company’s workmen, and witness was
later told by her father that he was dead.— In
reply to the Coroner, witness said that deceased
had been employed as a staller, but she knew
nothing of the accident. Previous to the accident
witness added her husband had never complained
of the work.

This was the only evidence taken, and the Coroner
said that he felt sure that the jury would like to join
with him in expressing their deepest sympathy
with the wife and family in their bereavement. The
inquiry was then adjourned until Wednesday next.

28
th
 October 1911

REPAIRS TO COLLIERY PLANT
Albert Edward Millward, King Street, Dawley,
claimed from Messrs. Glaze and Whorton,
proprietors of a colliery it Ketley Town, the sum
of £4 15. for repairs at the pit. Mr. G. E. Espley
(Wellington) appeared for plaintiff.

The plaintiff stated that from instructions received
from one of defendant’s employees, Thomas
Churm, whose orders were endorsed by Mr.
Glaze, he had been engaged from February 13 to
March 13 in damp mechanical work: in which he
had employed a labourer and fitter. Having finished
the work he sent in his, account and payment was
promised.

Mr. Whorton (managing partner), in cross-
examination, said that Millward, who considered
himself a practical blacksmith, had taken his
instructions from Churm, who was, a miner. The
work done was stated to be insertion of five teeth
and repairing a wheel, repairs to cog wheel, piston,
boiler, tacking, brass tap, box, and file.— Mr.
Glaze said he was a member of Victoria Colliery
Company, Ketley, and that he received a letter
from Millward and he authorised him to proceed
with the work little thinking that the charge would
be so much. A reasonable charge would have been
£2 10s..— Judgment for plaintiff for full amount
claimed.

18
th
 November 1911
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Foreign News Round-up

Italian Miners End Barricade
A group of Italian coal miners who
barricaded themselves inside the
Carbosulcis coal mine in Sardinia
with hundreds of kilograms of
explosives have ended their strike.

Some 100 coal miners went on strike
at the end of August after it was
announced that the mine was due to
close. The pit, which is Italy’s only
coal mine, has struggled to stay
financially viable.

But on Monday 3rd September the
Ministry of Industry reversed its
decision and said the mine would
instead be updated. The mine, which
employs around 500 people, is to be
upgraded in line with the latest
technology in order to make it
economically sustainable.

The miners, who were protesting
370m (1,200 feet) below ground with
hundreds of kilograms of explosives,
resumed work on Tuesday 4th
September.

According to reports, they wanted
the pit to be diversified into a
combined mining and carbon capture
site. State funding is potentially
available for carbon capture - a
process of storing carbon dioxide
underground.

The miners have mounted similar
protests during labour disputes in
the past. In 1995 they occupied the
pit for 100 days.

News Reports, September 2012

Zanzibar Cave Discoveries
A team led by a Tanzanian
archaeologist has challenged long-
held beliefs that Swahili coast
civilisation was heavily influenced by
outsiders who arrived to trade with
the local communities in East Africa.

After excavating an extensive cave
on the island of Zanzibar, Felix A
Chami, a Dar es Salaam University
professor, has discovered evidence
of settlements, animal domestication
and trade dating back to more than
3,000 BC.

News Reports, 26 September 2012

Trapped Peruvian Miners
Rescued

Nine Peruvian miners trapped
underground in a small copper mine
for nearly a week in April by a
rockfall were successfully rescued,
despite the rescue operation being
hampered by fresh rock falls.

The miners, who were trapped about
200m underground on Thursday 5th
April, had been supplied with oxygen
and food through a tube. Rescue
workers, who included police officers
and firefighters, also used the tube to
communicate with the miners.

The Cabeza de Negro mine, in Ica, is
about 300km (185 miles) south of the
capital, Lima, is one of Peru’s many
wildcat mines, where miners take high
risks to extract copper and other
metals.

Last year, more than 50 people died
in accidents in Peru’s silver, gold and
copper mines.

BBC News 11th April 2012

Reverse Mercury Mining
Due to the mercury content of
modern energy-saving light bulbs
throwing broken ones in with the
ordinary rubbish is prohibited within
the EU.

A waste disposal company from
Nuremberg in southern Germany has
now invented a machine that
carefully cuts apart each light bulb
and sucks out the fluorescent
material and mercury. The mixture is
then packed into airtight bags and
filled into blue, 300-kilogram barrels.

The barrels are loaded onto trucks
and taken to a former salt mine in the
Harz Mountains of central Germany.
Thus, the energy-saving light bulb
ends up in an underground waste
depot, where it will remain forever as
contaminated waste!

Presumably in the future it may be
possible to re-work this waste, just
like old waste heaps have been re-
worked.

Der Spiegel, 12th March 2012

Mining Protests
This year has seen a number of
violent mining protests around the
world. The most widely reported
being the strike by platinum miners in
South Africa protesting over their
pay (which resulted in 34 being shot
dead by police).

In Bolivia rival miners’ groups have
been fighting over control of the rich
Colquiri  tin and zinc mine. This mine
was expropriated by the Bolivian
Government from the Swiss Company
Glencore. Months of protests have
even seen rival gangs throwing
dynamite at each other during street
battles in the centre of La Paz!

A chaotic gold rush in the Peruvian
Amazon’s south-eastern Madre de
Dios region has seen protests
between Police and illegal miners as
authorities try to clamp down on the
illegal mines. It is estimated over
50,000 small-scale miners are now
active in the region.

Chinese open-cast copper mining
plans in Ecuador have also seen
protests by indigenous groups from
the Amazon region.

A Chinese mine manager was killed in
Zambia at the Chinese-owned Collum
coal mine, (in Sinazongwe) during a
pay protest. The manager tried to run
away underground to seek refuge,
but was hit by a mine truck pushed
by rioting miners. Last year Chinese
managers at the same mine opened
fire on miners during a pay dispute.
China owns several mines in
Southern African countries.

Cave Bacteria
It has been suggested recently that
bacteria found in caves could help
produce antibiotics needed to
overcome new drug-resistant
superbugs. Bacteria collected from
deep inside Lechuguilla Cave, New
Mexico (USA) has been studied. It is
thought it is the isolation of the cave
that gives the bacteria its special
properties, some have been found to
produce a multitude of antibiotics,
while some are resistent.
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All books mentioned here are
available from Mike Moore at Club
meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk

Nuneaton & Bedworth Coal, Stone, Clay and Iron

BM No 92 - Memoirs 2011
The latest memoirs of The Northern
Mines Research Society, these
volumes are now very collectable and
are a fantastic resource in terms of
research, information and exploration
in a handy A5 format. The latest is no
different and a very good read too.

Contents included the Proceedings
of the ‘Lawrence Barker Conference’
held at Fremington on 10th
September 2011.

• Lawrence Barker: An
Appreciation (Duncan Bythell)

• Some Material from the Lawrence
Barker Collection (Alan Mills)

• Mines, Quarries, Building and
Fuel in Wensleydale and
Swaledale (Ian M Spensley)

• Women and Mining Communities
in the Dales (Janet Bishop)

• A Forgotten Manuscript, a WEA
Class and a Chapter in the
History of Swaledale (Helen
Bainbridge)

• Archaeological Landscapes of
Reeth Moor (Tim Laurie)

• Mining, Quarrying and Aerial
Photography in the Yorkshire
Dales (Robert White)

• Out of Court: The Battle for Beldi
Hill (Keith Sweetmore)

• Bale Smelting in the Dales
(Richard Smith)

• The Future of the Mining
Industry in Swaledale and
Arkengarthdale (Mike Gill)

• The Mid-Cumberland Coalfield
(Graham Brooks)

• The Dunker Dossier
(R.M.Callender)

• Gold Mining at Cononish,
Tyndrum, Scotland
(R.M.Callender)

Price: £12.00 + p&p

Doncaster’s Collieries
By Peter Tuffrey, 248 x 172 mm , SB,
192pp B&W photos throughout.

Peter Tuffrey grew up with the
collieries around him: Yorkshire Main
at Edlington, Denaby, Cadeby,
Rossington and Askern. Although it
might have seemed that things would
never change, they did, and Peter has
now compiled Doncaster’s Collieries
to commemorate this once-vital part
of the town’s heritage. Peter
examines the histories of thirteen of
the pits that once surrounded his
home town, from the elaborate
ceremonies which were staged to
mark the start of work through to the
acrimonious disputes with British
Coal and the government of Margaret
Thatcher, which so often marked the
closure of the Doncaster collieries.
The result is a fascinating view of a
now-lost but widely remembered
industry.

Price: £14.99

Coal Mining in Lancashire &
Cheshire
By Alan Davies, SB, 248 x 172 mm,
240pp 200B/W  images and 38 colour.

Another excellent book by Alan
Davies. In this book he tells the story
of the Lancashire Coalfield, using a
selection of rare and previously
unpublished images showing both
the industry itself and the human
face of one of the world’s most
dangerous jobs.

It was the abundance of coal close to
the surface in Lancashire which
literally helped fuel the great growth
in cities such as Manchester and
Liverpool. With poor roads, it was
easier to move coal by water and so
Lancashire landowners developed
the first canals in Britain. Lancashire
coal powered the cotton mills, the
steelworks and the ironworks, it
powered the locomotives which
transported people and goods and it
fuelled the ships which brought raw
products to the UK and took exports
to the rest of the world.

Price: £17.99  + p&p

By Peter Lee, SB, 96pp

On the edge of the Warwickshire
coalfield, coal had been mined in
Nuneaton since the fourteenth
century and the town was a centre
for quarrying and brick-making too.
Coal had been mined in the
Stockingford and Griff area of
Chilvers Coton for five centuries, and
by the mid-1860s, new capital,
increasingly efficient mining
methods, together with the building
of the railways, brought about a
golden bonanza of coal production in
this area of Warwickshire.

The building of railways and roads
generated the need for good stone,
and Nuneaton had plenty of that too.
The town was also blessed with beds
of the finest brick clay in the country.
Entrepreneurs took over old brick
kilns, modernised them, and created
the opportunity for their products to
be shipped countrywide.

Nowadays, the collieries and
brickworks have gone and quarrying
has declined as the quarries have
become worked out. Local historian
Peter Lee tells the story of these lost
industries of Nuneaton and

Bedworth using both words and
pictures to show the reader just how
important these industries once were.

Price: £10.99

The Pretoria Pit Disaster,
A centenary account

By Alan Davies, SB, 248 x 172mm,
128pp. 180 B/W & 28 Colour Images.

On the morning of Wednesday 21
December 1910, 889 men and boys
travelled the two 434- yard-deep
shafts at Hulton Colliery, also known
as Pretoria Pit in Over Hulton, north
of Atherton, Lancashire.
An explosion in the main section of
the mine killed 342 men and boys.
The disaster was the third largest in
British coal-mining history. This
study brings together more images
than any previous work, including
many not previously published.
Transcribed sound recordings from
those alive at the time, including a
survivor, and press accounts add to
the variety of source material.

Price: £14.99

New Books
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Letters to the Editor

Re: last issue of Below and the article
on Pontesford engine house
description.

In the early 1960s Dick Haszard, Ken
Lock and myself decided to use the
local descriptions - which seemed to
fit the chronological use of the
buildings anyway.

No.1 Engine House or Old Engine
House - in the corner of the field
referred to as “1784” house by Mike
Shaw.
No.2 Engine House - as shown on
the listing of this building as it was
the postal address when lived in by
Mrs. Davies - described as “The
Engine House” by Mike.
No.3 Engine House in Back Lane as
described as the “The Cottage” by
Mike.
No.4 or New Engine House as
described by Mike as c1859 Engine
House.

I do hope that the Club will continue
to use the numbers as shown. Nigel
Pearson in his thesis used his own
numbering system for his purposes;
Engine House No.1 and Engine
House No. 2 i.e. his numbers after the
‘House’ not before.

Ivor Brown

Above: “Listing” letter from the department of the Environment to
Dr.I.J.Brown in 1975 concerning the listing of No.2 Engine House,
Pontesford.

I never got around to writing an
explanation of how the ram pump
works, but anyway here is the web
site of the manufacturer who is still
going.

If you send them the serial number of
the ram, then they will send you a
scanned copy of the page from their
records for that particular ram.

www.greenandcarter.com/index.htm

Regards, Stuart Walker

I am aware of two ram pumps still in
existence in Shropshire, but not in
use, in the parish of Church
Pulverbatch and located near
Longden Common.

One operated using the run off from
the pumping shaft of Newhouse
Colliery but I don't know to where it
pumped - perhaps back up to
Newhouse Farm.

Another is quite near to the above
but seems to have operated from a
small stream. It supplied all the water
to Castle Place Farm until replaced by
an electric pump installed in the
pumping shaft of Castle Place
colliery, which constantly issues a
supply of clean water.

Regards,  Andy Wood

Ram Pumps - Follow ups
Left: A range of ram pumps exhibited
at the Lost Gardens of Heligan.  The
company that originally supplied the
pumps in the 19th century is still
going and they were able to get the
original pumps working again.
Although demand now exceeds the
old pumps capacity.

Pictures: Andy Wood
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Library Additions

New Book - Mines and Mining in Madeley
Ivor Brown

Madeley Parish Council have
published a new book (same series as
the recent books on the Anstice
Memorial Hall and the Chartermasters
Chapel) on ‘Mines and Mining in
Madeley’ compiled by Ivor Brown
and Shelagh Hampton. The 32 page,
A5 book is in two parts, the first a
history of mining in Madeley and the
second on memories of the old
miners from the town.

Madeley mines produced ironstone,
coal, fireclay, red clay and limestone,
the principal mineral until the 1870s
was ironstone – the surviving spoil
heaps now covered with trees are the
memorial to this. For each ton of iron
nodules picked by girls, about 9 ton
remained in the heaps as waste.

The first illustration (top right) shows
picking taking place at the Lloyds,
Madeley in the 1840s, the second
(from an abandonment plan) shows
the extent of workings in just one
seam of ironstone under Madeley.

The Meadow Pit geological section
shows that the Pennystone
Measures lay between about 205 and
208 yards deep. It was made up as
follows:

Hard brown stone 3ft. 5in.
Pennystone measures 5ft. 1in.
Flint and Clod Pricking 1ft. 6in,.

         = 10ft.

The “pricking” was a softer rock
which could be undercut by
handpicks allowing the measures
above to fall down and fracture
(usually with help from explosives).

Key to Mine Plan:
1.Meadow Pit, 2. Styches and
riverside Pits, 3. Shawfield Pit,
4. Brickkiln Leasow Pit, 5. Court Pits,
East of Shawfield were the Hills,
Hales and Kemberton Pits.

A.Parish Church, B. Church Street,
C. Park Street, D. Ironbridge Road.,
E. Park Lane,
F. High Street to Shifnal Road.

Broken lines represent underground
roadway.

Above: Adams Engine and Ironstone Pit, Madeley Wood, 1847 by
W.W.Smyth.

In the illustration pit girls are licking the nodules of ironstone on the right
under the eye of a forewoman.

The nodules were placed in heaps (rucks) on top of the mounds and then
fired to reduce impurities. Ironstone was last ‘picked’ by girls at the Madeley
Wood Company’s Kemberton Pit in the 1940s.

Below: Seam plan of Meadow Colliery (under Madeley), see the Key
(bottom left) for location details.

Descent, 227 August/September
This issue concentrates on Mendip
and the Forest of Dean, plus reports
of trips to China.

Linares 1875, Collectivo
Proyecto Arrayanes.
The diary of an English Clergyman’s
tour of Linares in 1875 in Spanish
with ‘modern’ sketches featuring the
faces of present day locals. Produced
by our friends in Linares - it would be
nice to see the English original!

Stone Chat Vol. 33 No.1
Autumn 2012.

Subterranea Britannica,
Subterranea, August 2012 Issue
30. Articles cover trips and sites in
Germany, WWII sites in Jersey,
Liverpool & Sussex and much more!

Descent, 226 June/July 2012.
Includes a round-up of Cave Rescues
for 2011, plus some superb photos
from Sarawak Chamber, Mulu.
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Books and Videos

HISTORIC MINES OF SPAIN VOL.2

full details available at:
www.iarecordings.org

EXPLORING THE MINES OF SIERRA MINERA AND MAZARRÓN

In April 2008, the Club visited the
Sierra Minera region of Murcia in
Spain to see some of the vast range
of ancient and modern mines which
survive so well in the area. At scores
of sites, flat-rope winders stand
beside intact steel or wooden
headframes over extremely deep open
shafts! The footage in this recording
is a compilation of the many sites
visited, along with location maps and
captions - it has no commentary, but
there is incidental dialogue in
Spanish and English.

Las Matildes mining museum near La
Unión, is where the Fundación Sierra
Minera  preserves and exhibits a wide
variety of mines, buildings and
equipment. Later we visited the
picturesque ruins in the Rambla del
Avenque and at Portman we explored
part of the large elaborate processing
mill Lavadero Roberto.

At La Union, we toured the work
being done to convert Agrupa
Vicenta into a show mine, then
followed the "33 Road" mine track
over the mountain through Roman
mining remains and past
manganese kilns to Portman Bay.
At Corta Emilia we were given
permission to examine a unique
donkey gin.

Cabezo Rajado - the "Riven Hill"
has been mined for hundreds of
years and still has plenty to show:
450m deep shafts, ornate steel
headframes, a flat rope winder, a
large mill containing 40 wooden
flotation cells and a ball mill.
The winder at Mina Ocasión, La
Union, has both its flat ropes still
in good condition.

At El Lirio, levels with wooden pit
props lead to an underground
stables. Other sites visited include:
Corta Brunita opencast, La Parreta,
Lavadero San Ignacio, Jose Maestre
tunnel and more ...

Mazarrón west of Cartagena is an
ochre-red zone of rich lead and silver,
mined before the Romans. The hill is
cut by open stopes and dotted with
open shafts; many with headframes
of stone, wood or steel. Under a
wooden building, a steam winder still
has its flat ropes connected to a
wooden headframe.

Running time: 1 hour 42 minutes

Price: £14. 40 (High Definition Blu-ray
version £18.00)
Discounted price for Club members:
£ 10 (£14 for Blu-ray) - if you collect
e.g. at Club Meetings.

The Lead, Copper & Barytes
Mines of Shropshire

By Michael Shaw, Logaston press.

While SCMC publications have often
carried articles about the various
mines covered by this book, there
has long been a need to try and pull
everything together into a coherent
publication. In this aim Mike Shaw
has been very successful.

He has spent years researching
records and books, talking to
surviving miners, members of their
families, SCMC members and tracking
down original documents and the
sites of numerous mines - many of
which only lasted a year or two!

The first few chapters cover the early
mining history of Shropshire, the
products and processes, before
delving off into the different mining
areas and covering the mines in more
detail, so it will have general appeal.

There are plenty of interesting
snippets and facts to keep
‘enthusiasts’ engaged. This excellent
publication is a must for anyone
interested in Shropshire’s mining
history.

ISBN: 978-906663-09-4
Softback, 320 pages, over 200 b&w
photographs, drawings and plans.
Price £12.95.

Available from Mike Moore at Club
meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk

The Miners of Llay Main
By Vic Tyler-Jones, HB.200 x 290mm,
177pp, 177 illustrations.

The model village of Llay was built
on green field farm and park land to
serve the newly constructed Llay
Main colliery - which became the
largest colliery in Wales and the
deepest in Europe.

This book is an interesting study of
the development of the Colliery and
Model Village. It features many
underground photographs inter
linked with a social history. It is an
exceptional and well produced
volume.
Price: £19.99 + P&P

Mike Moore



24 “Below” 2012.3

Diary Dates
2012

Club Officers
(may change after the October AGM)

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

12th - 14th Oct.: BCRC Cave Rescue
Conference, Clapham, N. Yorkshire.

24th & 25th November: BCRA Cave
Surveying Group and Cambrian
Council “Underground Surveying
Course” at Penwyllt. To book
contact Mike McCombe
secretary@cambriancavingcouncil.org.uk

2013
1st January: Columns Open Day,
Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.

20th & 21st April: BCRA Cave
Technology Symposium, South
Wales.

17th - 20th May: Millau 2013, 8th
EuroSpeleo Forum, Millau, France.

14th - 16th June: BCA AGM
weekend, Rotary Centre, Castleton.

28th June - 1st July: NAMHO
Conference, Aberystwyth.

21st-28th July: 16th International
Congress of Speleology, Brno, Czech
Republic.

September: Hidden Earth, National
Caving Conference. Details will
appear on their web site:

hidden-earth.org.uk

The Perils of Rubbish in Mines ...

Membership & Insurance:
Mike Davies

Tackle:  Andy Harris

Training Officer:
Andrew Wood

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

‘Below’ Editor, Publications:
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: David Adams

Chair & Rescue Officer:
Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Stuart Tyrer

Secretary:  Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Conservation, BCA  &
NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding

We have to cross a rubbish filled stope, take care
and what ever you do .....

don’t step on that sink ... !

Aaaaargh !
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