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Hermitage Caves
The sandstone “caves” at the
Hermitage, Bridgnorth  where a
teenager was tragically killed last
year by falling rocks, after a bonfire
was lit in the entrance to one of them,
have been fenced off.

Landowners Apley Estates have
installed 10ft. high metal fencing
around the entrances to the man-
made caves to prevent access. If they
find anyone in the area they intend to
call the police immediately.

Dawley Developments

Below: Paddock Mount by the traffic
lights in Finger Road, Dawley.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Above: Coal protest graffiti on the canopy of Finger Road garage, Dawley.

Coal Protesters
Campaigners protesting against the
Huntington Lane Opencast coal site
near Little Wenlock have been in the
news recently. According to press
reports they have spent the last few
months digging a network of tunnels
with a view to disrupting the
operations when UK Coal starts to
bring machinery onto the site.

They also claim to have plans of the
old mine workings on the site and aim
to enter those if necessary, which is
of some concern.

The area was once worked as the
Shortwoods Mine with a series of
adits into the outcrops of the Two
Feet and Best Coal seams. Worked
using the pillar and stall method the
workings were never very deep
(about 20m). The last adit closed in
1970.

The area suffered from a coal fire for
a number of years - reputed to have
been started in one of the adit
entrances, so there is a serious
danger of blackdamp in the old
workings.

A major  re-development programme
is currently under-way in and around
Dawley, Telford.

Part of this re-development  is the
planned construction of a new
school on the site of Paddock Mount
- a large pit mound on the left as you
travel down Finger Road from
Dawley towards Madeley.

This building work has involved
removing the trees from Paddock
Mount - quite a surprise when you
first see it!  Now the trees have gone
the sheer size of the mound is most
impressive - you get good views from
the top too!  See page 14 for more ...

NAMHO 2011 - Ideas
and Volunteers

Now that NAMHO 2010 has passed
(very successfully), we begin the
rapid count-down to NAMHO 2011,
which we will be hosting at Preston
Montford Study Centre. It might
seem a long way off, but .... !

At the moment we are short of people
to help with trips - you don’t have to
be the trip leader, helpers are always
required!

During the next few months the list of
trips and surface walks that will be on
offer need to be finalised so people
can start booking. If you have any
ideas please let Andy Wood know.

In addition to helpers on trips, we will
also need people to help out at the
venue, for example booking people in
when they arrive, issuing delegate
packs, etc.. You don’t have to be
there all day, any help you can give,
even for just a few hours, will be
more than welcome.
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News Round-Up 1
Ivor Brown

Memorial Reinstated
The Telford Miners Memorial (scrap
iron horse pulling a truck) on
Donnington Road Island has been
rebuilt following it’s destruction by a
lorry.

Memorial Stone?
There is (was?) a memorial stone in
Madeley Church Yard to a young
man from “his pals at Kemberton Pit”
- it was somewhere on the Madeley
side of the lower part of the
churchyard. Has anyone seen it
lately?

Industrial Heritage II
The latest part (Part II) of “The
Industrial Heritage of the Rural
Parishes around the Wrekin”
contains an article on the
Steeraways/Hatch limestone mines
and kilns.

Some interesting discoveries have
been made, including an almost
complete underground (?) limestone
plateway waggon. [Note: Because it
was low in height does not mean it
was used solely underground!].

Longville-Buildwas
Railway

The Longville - Buildwas railway line
closed for passengers on 31
December 1951. It then became a
minerals and goods only line to serve
the limestone quarries on Wenlock
Edge.

It had, however, at least one special
train - on October 2nd 1954, when
Mr. R.Allwood of Plaish moved his
farm to Coton, near Whitchurch.

On the Tuesday all his various farm
implements and tools (weighing 25
tons) were loaded into waggons at
Longville and taken down the line to
a siding at Presthope Quarry.

The following day all his stock (5
horses, 30 cows, 32 pigs, 64 piglets
and 50 head of poultry) were loaded
onto a special train at Longville. This
picked up the wagons near Presthope

Quarry, then with the entire farm on
board, travelled through Much
Wenlock, Buildwas and Shrewsbury
to Coton.

The writer travelled over most of this
line by Special Train on a
Stephenson Loco Society tour of
Shropshire branches on 12th
September 1959. This included the
Longville Branch, the Coalport
Branch and the Minsterley Branch
among others.

Longville branch closed to all traffic
in 1962 and the writer parked his
“permanent” Shropshire weekend
caravan on the site of Westwood
Halt (Halts were small “stations”
available on request - like bus stops)
near Presthope from 1977 to about
1983. There is an abandoned railway
tunnel nearby said to give access to
some early limestone mine workings.
[Have any Club members
investigated this tunnel?]

American Researcher
An American researcher was recently
shown around Snailbeach,
Tankerville and Bog mines.

Her research is on the interpretation
of Frisco Silver mine in Utah, and she
was comparing it with the Shropshire
Projects.

Her background information, before
arrival here was found to be two

papers in the Memoirs of Northern
Cavern & Mines Research Society by
R.V.Davis and Albutt & Brook
respectively, both dated 1969.

Photocopies had been obtained by a
library in Alabama (USA) from the
National Library of Australia, cost
$13.20 each. I wonder how the British
Library and more recent SCMC and
SMT publications got left out?

[Note from the Editor:
Frisco is a ghost town in Beaver
County, Utah, The Horn Silver mine
was discovered in 1875 and had
produced over $20 million of silver by
1910. Zinc, copper, lead and gold was
also mined in the area.

On 12th February 1885 just as the
day shift was about to descend Horn
mine a series of tremours took place,
and the main shaft and tunnels in the
upper seven levels collapsed. The
mine was 270m deep at it’s peak.]

Disaster Talk
A talk on the Madeley Mining
Disasters, 1804, 1810, 1864 and 1910
will be given at the Coalbrookdale
Museum, Wednesday November
24th, 2010 at 7.30pm - see the special
item on page 10 for more information.

The Shropshire Miners Union Banner
will be on display (hopefully) during
the talk.

Above: The rebuilt Gerry Foxall sculpture on Granville Roundabout,
Donnington (near to ASDA) 1st March 2010.  (Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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Lighting is one of the key items of
equipment for exploring caves and
mines but the types of cap lamp
available have been changing
dramatically. One trip during the 2009
NAMHO Conference had nine
persons – all with different types of
lamp.

This article is intended to be a simple
description for those not familiar with
recent changes but it will almost
certainly be out of date as soon as
written so do not consider it to be
definitive.

What is wanted from a
lamp?
Everyone will probably agree that
caplamps should not weigh too much
and that they should give ample, and
preferably adjustable, levels of light.
There will be different opinions on
the desirability of a tight versus
broad beam and whether batteries
should be on the belt or on the
helmet.

Some prefer to have a tight beam to
their lamp such that they can see as
far as possible. Others prefer to flood
a broad area immediately in front of
them. Batteries that are mounted on
the back of the helmet, or built into
the light itself, avoid having cables
that can snag but can disturb the

balance on the helmet. Having the
battery on a belt means less weight
on the helmet and having a cable
avoids loss of the light should the
helmet come off on a pitch.

Original lamps
At one time miners relied on candles
or possibly simple oil lamps but these
were replaced by carbide lamps and
then electric lamps – with lead acid or
nickel-iron (NiFe) with alkali.

Carbide lamps depend on water
dripping on calcium carbide to
produce acetylene which is burnt to
give light (and some warmth). There
are still modern carbide lamps
available but, due to the disposal of
carbide waste, there use is
discouraged in many locations.
Carbide lamps have more recently
been used more for expeditions
where electricity for re-charging is
not available.

NiFe lamps were readily available
after the Second World War but are
rarely encountered now. Until recent
years, the ex-coal mine lead acid
battery based electric lamps were the
mainstay of cave and mine
exploration. With a battery in good
condition, 10 hours plus of main
beam use was available and the
lamps are easily charged by a

connection through the head-set.
Lamps produced by ‘Oldham’ are the
best known and these are still
available.

Modern Lamps
The lead acid based lamps are still
available. The more modern batteries
are ‘maintenance-free’ but they are
heavy and need to be belt mounted.

The big changes in lamps relate to
the chemistry of the battery cells and
the nature of the light source.

The first change from lead-acid
batteries was to nickel-cadmium
(NiCd) cells but the production of
these has now generally been
discontinued (due to the cadmium
content) and these have been
replaced by nickel-metal-hydride
(NiMh) cells and lithium-ion (Li-Ion)
cells. The NiMh and Li-Ion cells are
much lighter and this has enabled the
cells to be helmet mounted or built
into the lamp as an alternative to belt
mounting.

The quality of the light output was
initially improved by introducing
halogen bulbs and more recently the
introduction of light emitting diodes
(LED’s). The power consumption of
LED’s is much lower than traditional
bulbs which means the size of battery
required is considerably reduced.

Lighting for Cave & Mine Exploration
Steve Holding

Wells Oil lamp, discovered in a mine in Broseley. Now in the Broseley Local
History Society Collection. (Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Helmet mounted carbide or “stinky”.
(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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The rapid change in lamps currently
available is largely due to continuous
improvement in the capability of
LED’s and new ‘caving lamps’
become available with each new LED
development. A light output of 100 to
150 lumens is probably satisfactory
for most purposes.

Spelio Technics & Nova
Spelio Technics were one of the first
companies to introduce NiCd cells –
first as the belt mounted FX-2; FX-3
and FX-5 and then helmet mounted
battery systems. The NiCd cells have
been replaced by NiMh cells to give
2.4 volt DX-2 and 3.6 volt DX-3 (the
later crudely equivalent to a
traditional lead-acid Oldham) and
there are NiMh or Li-Ion batteries for
helmet mounting.

There are headsets that are like the
traditional Oldham lamp but with
options to have arrays of 7 or 14
small LED’s – alternatively there is
the ‘NOVA’ headset specifically
designed for a more powerful LED.

The ‘traditional’ headset with 7 small
LED’s is perfectly satisfactory for
moving around underground – using
the halogen main bulb for just
looking into the distance. The
NOVA+ headlight gives up to 200
lumens and can give 30 hours use
(on lower settings). This has recently
been upgraded to the SuperNova
with 400 lumens and up to 19 hours
(lower settings). For more details see:

www.spelio.co.uk

StenLight
StenLight – the current StenLight
product is the S7+ which has two
separate 3 watt LED’s. These are
built into a small aluminium block
headlamp that can be connected to
two different battery sizes either of
which can be mounted on the back of
the helmet or be carried in a pocket.
The maximum light is 420 lumens but
will probably be used most at its 138
lumens light setting – the two lights
can have different reflectors to give
alternative tight or wide beams. More
details can be found on:

www.excellentstuff.co.uk

Lighting for Cave & Mine Exploration
continued ...

Above: Spelio Technics DX2 - belt mounted battery, with halogen headlight
and tungsten side light. (Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Left: Spelio
Technics FX2 -
helmet mounted
battery (on rear of
helmet), with
Oldham size lamp
unit containing a
halogen headlight
and 7 LEDs for a
side light.

(Kelvin Lake -
I.A.Recordings)

Scurion
Scurion lamps – one basic design
but options including up to 1,300
lumens (provided you have both
main and side lights on together).

All lamps have two LED’s – one
tight focus and one broad beam that
can be controlled independent of
one another. This has been one of
the brightest lamps available but at
a high cost.

The Li-Ion battery pack is normally
helmet mounted and used at 100
lumens should give 24 hours plus
duration. These are the most
expensive of the modern lights
(typical prices for the more powerful
version are over £600).
See: www.scurion.ch for details.

KL5M LED
KL5M LED Miners Lamp – from
China. This is a simple belt mounted
Li-Ion battery lamp with single LED
built into something close to a
traditional head set.

Above: The Stenlight S7. The
magnetic ON/OFF switch is on the
top. Physically the lamp is very small
and light.
(www.excellentstuff.co.uk)

Above: The Scurion - about the
same size as an Oldham cap lamp,
but phenomenally bright!.
(www.scurion.ch)
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The light operates at two levels – the
main beam being quite focused and
piercing but the secondary setting is
not really bright enough for normal
movement underground (adequate
for emergency and while taking a
break).

The system has charging through the
headset. This is a rugged lamp and
the battery will give 15 hours light on
main beam. It is a bit odd in that the
cable comes into the top of the head
unit, rather than the side. Currently
available for ~£100 (with charger) and
must be one of the most economical
packages available. See

www.ledcavinglamp.co.uk

Raptor Pro
Raptor Pro Caving Lamp (KL6l7M)
Basically similar to the KL5M lamp
but with smaller battery – helmet
mounting battery option available.
Through the headset charging –
different in that the cable does come
into the side of the headset.

Although the battery appears to be
smaller, a similar duration is claimed.
This is also priced around £100 (with
charger) and is another economical
package. See www.caving-gear.co.uk

Oldham DL-16
Oldham DL-16 Li-Ion Lamp – the
lithium-ion battery and LED version
of the traditional lead acid system.
The battery is belt mounted but much
lighter than lead-acid. This is claimed
to give similar light output to a 1 amp
halogen bulb with 25 hours duration.
See www.excellentstuff.co.uk

Cavers Cap Lamp
This is a unit with the battery built in
to the light unit itself. There are 7
LED’s with different power settings.
Broad beam rather than tight
focussed but very good for those
who do prefer a broad beam.

At a cost of ~£70, with charger, this
is a good light for those just getting
into caving/mine exploration. An
advantage or disadvantage is that it
comes with its own helmet bracket –
this means that it is not compatible
with a helmet that already has a lamp

Lighting for Cave & Mine Exploration
continued ...

mount. Although the whole unit is
only small, it still gives 15 hours
duration on main beam. See

 www.caverslamp.com

Troglite
Troglite – another unit with the
battery built into the lamp unit. In
contrast this has a focused main
beam, 1 watt LED with 6 small LED’s
as the sidelight – the sidelight is
good enough to walk underground.
The main beam gives 14 hours +
duration.

This unit will fit a normal helmet
bracket and at a cost of ~£60, with
charger, is another good light for new
comers to caving/mine exploration.
See www.troglite.co.uk

Petzl
Petzl produce a wide range of
outdoor and underground
exploration products, including a
range of lights. Many of these lights
are very suitable to carry
underground as back-up lights – if
they have a headband, there are
specific hooks that can be purchased
to ensure that they do not come off

the helmet. Most of these are not
intended to be used as main cave/
mine exploration lights.

The Petzl-Duo is one that is intended
for underground exploration and can
be purchased ready mounted on to
helmets (e.g. Petzl Vertex with Duo)
or with a headband. The Duo has two
light compartments – one normally
has a halogen main beam for looking
a distance and the other compartment
with a variable number array of
LED’s. In later models, the halogen
bulb can be replaced by a main beam
LED. The normal battery pack is
helmet mounted and takes 4 x AA
batteries but a belt mounting option
is available.

Note that the standard halogen bulb
is 6 volt and not as good with 4 x
rechargeable AA’s (i.e. 4.8 volt).
See www.petzl.com

Above: KL5M LED Miners Lamp and
battery.

Left: Detail of the KL5M light - single
central LED with smaller  LEDs as
side lights around it.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Below: The self-contained Troglite.
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Conversions
Lots of individuals make up their own
light systems or amend other lamps
using various batteries and LED’s
available. Those without the
knowledge of electronics can
purchase a ‘Retro 2’ conversion kit
(see www.mineexplorer.org.uk) or
you can obtain a lamp re-built from
an Oldham head-set with fitted LED’s
and Li-Ion batteries (more details on
www.ledcaplamps.com).

The Oldham conversions are from
club member Roy Fellows. Roy
provides a relatively simple
conversion of your existing lamp for
~£50 as well as a more powerful
model; both of which charge through
the headset using the same charger
as for Oldham lead-acid cells. Roy is
also developing some very powerful
versions designed to run at a higher
voltage.

Torches
The developments in LED’s have
meant that quite small torches, with
the latest LED’s can be helmet
mounted. Rather than the normal
headlamp mounted on a bracket in
the centre of the helmet, some now
choose to mount small torches on
one or both sides of the helmet. This
has been common practice for use as
emergency lights but the improved
light quality and duration is such that

Lighting for Cave & Mine Exploration
continued ...

some now to choose to use these as
main lights.

See www.ledlenserusa.com and
www.fenixtorch.co.uk

Tips and Comments
For many of the lamps described
above, a degree of adaptation is
possible – many of the headsets can
be run off different battery types but
there will normally be a minimum
voltage to obtain maximum
performance.
Many lights have the option of
running off AA or flatpack non-
chargeable alkaline batteries –
rechargeable batteries can be used

but remember that these are lower
voltage and may not be fully
satisfactory.

Lithium-ion batteries seem to be
taking over but they do require
careful charging and storage. The
recommendations are that these
batteries are kept cold and part
charged – the sensible practice is to
put your lamp in the refrigerator after
use and charge it just before next
use! Correct charging will be critical
to the life (and safety during
charging) of lithium-ion cells and the
proper chargers will often be a
significant additional cost.

Left:
The Retro 2
conversion kit
fitted to an
Oldham cap lamp,
with 2 bright
LEDs.

(Kelvin Lake -
I.A.Recordings)

Firefighters Rescue
Dog

On Monday 17th May, at 21:00 a
four-year-old black terrier (called Rip)
got stuck down a hole into a disused
drift mine in woodland near Upper
Cwmbran, Torfaen.

South Wales Fire and Rescue Service
were called on Tuesday evening. The
first attempt to reach the dog, which
was barking throughout, with the aid
of Mines Rescue was called off for
the night after 7 hours, at 02:30.

On Wednesday (19th) a digger
excavated a 4m hole and the dog,
which was trapped behind a small
wall, was finally freed at 10:15.

New Reports 19th May 2010

Wrexham Gas Drilling

Two of the 18 UK sites earmarked by
Composite Energy are in the
Wrexham area.

The company is in the process of
seeking permission for another bore
hole at Bowling Bank near Wrexham
Industrial Estate.

However, Planning consent for this
operation was originally refused last
year, but Composite Energy has
lodged an appeal.

The matter will be decided at a public
inquiry in July.

News Reports 8th June 2010

Composite Energy has been given
the go-ahead to start test drilling for
gas in former mining areas near the
village of Penley, Wrexham.

Wrexham council's planning
committee approved a 60-day trial,
allowing the firm to sink a bore hole
on farmland off Hollybush Lane.

The company will drill around the
clock in an attempt to find anticipated
stocks of naturally occurring
methane in coal seams.

This work is part of a £15m contract
to identify gas sources across former
mining areas in Wales, Scotland and
England.
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Miners Checks are known to have
taken many forms, they are usually
old “penny size”, round, square, or
similar with the name of the colliery
and the number of the recipient.
However, an article recently appeared
in a book “Historical South
Yorkshire”, showing two round
checks with the name of the colliery
“Elsecar Low Pit” and, in the centre,
the initials of their recipients “A.L.”
and “J.T.”. Research by their present
owner has shown that Elsecar Low
Pit worked 1840 to 1920 and that the
original colliery ledgers still survive.
From these the owner discovered
that ‘A.L.’ was Albert Lomas, collier
in February 1881 and ‘J.T.’ was James
Taylor who was aged only 14 years
in February 1881.

More recently, however, the writer
has seen a round pit check from
Madeley Wood Colliery, Shropshire
with just the name Madeley and the
inscribed name of the recipient. It
was given to Colin E.Richards in
1955, when he was a recruit aged 17
and used during his training for pit

Miners Checks
Ivor Brown

Figs 1 & 2, Above: Sketches of the Elsecar Low Pit Checks.

Fig 3, Above: an unusual pit check
from a Madeley Wood Colliery
worker!

work. There seems no doubt about
the authenticity of the check, but he
is known to have had normal system
checks (No. 669) at about the same
time.

It is also known now that some of the
Madeley Miners themselves had
their name engraved on a miners lamp
after they had left the pit. This was
not the normal practice of the NCB
and any number found on a lamp
does not usually match the number
of the individual who used it. The
number applied only to the lamp.

Welbeck Closes
Production has ended at Welbeck
Colliery, Nottinghamshire. The last
shift at the colliery, which dates back
to 1912, was worked in early May.

Operators UK Coal had earmarked
the pit for closure in 2005 as it had
started working its final reserves.

Seventy of the 410 miners will be kept
on at the site, near Meden Vale, for
several months to salvage equipment
worth £6m and to seal off the mine. A
further 120 are transfering to other
pits and 60 have left the industry.

At its height, Welbeck employed
about 1,400 miners and had an annual
output of around 1.5m tonnes.

In its last six weeks Welbeck has
produced 360,000 tonnes from its last
face.

Thoresby is now the only remaining
working mine in the county. Haworth
has been mothballed and could
potentially be re-opened.

Camborne, Pool and
Redruth get £5m boost
The Heartlands scheme, designed to
open up access to businesses in
Camborne, Pool and Redruth, based
around the Robinson’s shafts area of
South Crofty Tin Mine has been
given more than £5m of European
funding.

The roads project is part of a larger
regeneration initiative for the creation
of 6,000 new jobs and the
development of 6,000 homes (on the
area around Robinsons shaft).

Part of the aim is to transform a
former mining area into a cultural
landscape.

Heartlands is scheduled to open next
summer with play-spaces and formal
gardens. No mention has been made
about the plans to renovate the
Robinsons engine house and it’s
engine or create a museum ‘gateway’
to the World Heritage site as was
originally proposed.

Nottingham Caves to
be Laser Mapped
Researchers at the University of
Nottingham are using laser
technology to work out the exact
shapes of all of Nottingham's
sandstone caves.

Over the next two years they plan to
produce a virtual fly-through tour of
the 450 caves in hte city. When
completed they plan to put the scans
online for cave lovers across the
world to enjoy.

Nottingham's ‘caves’ date back to
the medieval period. Over the years
they have been used as dungeons,
beer cellars, cess-pits, tanneries and
air-raid shelters.

The area under the modern shopping
is particularly interesting with the
remains of tan-pits cut into the
sandstone. An easy caving trip is to
Jeruselum.
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Plateways were developed in the late
18th Century and were pioneered by
John Curr1 . The track consisted of L-
shaped plates which allowed the use
of tubs with unflanged wheels. This
was in contrast to the earlier edge
rail, which needed flanged wheels.
Whilst of course the edge rail
eventually became dominant, in the
early 19th Century many systems were
built using plate rail. There were
extensive systems in Shropshire; the
last of these were still operational in
the 1950s.

Plate rails, being heavy castings, are
common artefacts. They had a
tendency to break and so were often
discarded; they also made
convenient lintels and so found their
way into many buildings.

Typically the plates were attached to
stone blocks by means of a spike
driven into a hole drilled in the stone
and filled with a dowel. Cast iron tie
bars were also sometimes used; these
had the advantage of helping to
maintain the correct gauge.

Cast iron chairs were also sometimes
used to hold the rails to blocks or
sleepers. It seems to be the case that,
generally, in early times, the rails
were attached directly to the blocks,
with chairs appearing as later
refinements. It is difficult to date the

introduction of chairs. For example,
they seem to have been widespread
on certain tramways such as the
Kington railway, constructed in 1818-
19 and have also been found in some
places on the slightly earlier Hay
railway2 .

However, many plateway systems
had long lives and it is impossible to
know whether the finding of a stray
chair represents an artefact from the
start or end of the lines existence. On
the Peak Forest tramway, it is
considered that chairs became
common around the 1830s3 .

In the Wyre Forest Coalfield, a
plateway was constructed from a
wharf on the River Severn in Highley
to a colliery at Billingsley in 1796;
about this time or shortly afterwards
a spur was constructed to more
mines at Birch Farm in Kinlet4 .

The mines had all closed by 1812 and
it is unlikely that the plateway saw
much use after this. It was amongst
the materials of Billingsley Colliery
and associated blast furnace that was
offered for sale. In 1814  “about 30
tons of straight and turned iron rails,
and sleepers in proportion” with 43
railway wagons were put up for
auction. This sale may have been a
failure as the complex was offered
again in 1817; lot VII included “about

50 tons of cast iron rails, sleepers etc
now upon a rail road”5 . This
suggests that the plateway had not
yet been taken up. It appears that
this sale was more successful as no
more is heard about the mine, furnace
or plateway after this date.

Some years ago I discovered a
broken section of plate rail from this
system whilst putting some steps
into an embankment along the former
track. Subsequently more pieces of
rails and a chair were found by Simon
Cowan and Hugh McQuade who
were tracing its route.

Very recently, I came across another
chair from the system on the Kinlet
bank of the Borle Brook at Logwood
Mill, SO 740820 (Figure 1). It is cast
iron, and approximately 6½” x 5”. At
the one end there is 1” high flange; at
the other is a curled lip about ½”
high which extends for only half the
length of the plate; however, it is
extended as a slight ridge in the
casting which terminates in an
inverted L-shape. There is a ½”
diameter hole in the centre of the
chair and two in projecting lugs at
either end. There are also 4 lugs
which extend beneath the chair.

The rail I found from the plateway is
3½” x 2¼”; the casting is ½” thick. It
has clearly been broken at the one
end and may also have been
fractured at the other.

A rail found by Simon and Hugh,
whilst also broken, has one end
complete. It is of the same size but
has ½” lugs projecting for about an
inch either side of the base plate at
the complete end. These mean that
the rail would fit comfortably in the
chair, with the one lug fitting under
the curved lip and the other touching
the bottom of the flange. There
would be room for a key to be driven
between the upright section of the
rail and the flange, to further tighten
the fit. (Figure 2a, b).

The presence of a hole in the chair
implies that there was a
corresponding hole in the end of the

An Early Chair from the Billingsley Colliery Plateway
David Poyner

Figure 1: The Logwood chair (David Poyner)
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rail. Whilst no hole is present in
Simon and Hugh’s rail, this
arrangement can be found on rails
from the contemporary plateway at
Mamble; in Figure 2 a possible
arrangement for fixing a pair of rails
to the chair is shown. An alternative
is that two plates butted together at
the centre of the chair, each having a
shallow notch to accommodate half
the width of a spike. A single spike
driven into this with a countersunk
head would secure both plates6 .
Bolts or spikes through the holes in
the two projecting lugs would secure
the plate to the sleeper; the lugs
beneath the plate would further
secure the chair and stop it twisting
on the sleeper. They would allow the
use of a 4” wide sleeper.

The chair differs in some respects
from one found by Simon and Hugh,
shown in Figure 2c and d. The two
most significant differences are that
their chair lacks the upright flange
along the one edge, instead just
having anther curled lip to take the
lug on the rail. Secondly, it lacks the
central hole. However, it has a similar
arrangement of lugs underneath it, to
hold it to the sleeper.
Perhaps the Logwood chair was used
in places where it was thought that
the track would be subject to
significant stresses (on sharp
bends?) whereas the simpler chair
was for general use.

The Logwood chair is considerably
more sophisticated than those
illustrated in the accounts of the Peak
Forest, Hay and Kington railways. It
shows some resemblance to a chair
illustrated in an account of the
Blisworth railway in Leicestershire,
but unfortunately it is not clear where
this chair was found or its date7 . The
Logwood chair must be no later than
1812 and could be as early as 1796.
One of the original partners in
Billingsley was William Chapman, a
noted Newcastle engineer who
played an important part in the
development of railways in the
region8 . By 1801, Thomas Telford
was also a partner in the concern.
Thus two eminent engineers were

associated with the venture and
possibly one or the other may have
suggested the use of such chairs.
Whoever was responsible for it, it is
of some importance as an early,
dateable example of advanced
design.
I would like to thank Hugh McQuade
for showing me the material he and
Simon Cowan found, and also for
suggestions on how the rail may
have sat in the chair.
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Figure 2: Logwood chair (a, b) and chair found by Simon Cowan and Hugh
McQuade (c, d), showing the possible arrangement of plate rails .

An Early Chair from the Billingsley Colliery Plateway
continued ...

Above: Detail of a joint between cast iron fish belly rails of the
Cromford and High Peak Railway (Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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The Kemberton Pit Disaster, Shropshire, December 4th 1910
Ivor Brown

As mentioned in the last issue of
Below (2010.1, page 17) this year is
the 100th Anniversary of this
incident. The accident was the last
multi-fatal (more than two) mining
disaster in the County.

There was no special Inquiry into
this winding accident by the Mines’
Inspector as there would have been if
it had been an explosion or fire.
Haulage and winding accidents were
not considered by Parliament to be
important even though they
accounted for the loss of far more
lives in the mines. In his annual
report the local Mines’ Inspector
however did give full coverage of the
results of his investigation.

“In this incident 5 men and 2
boys lost their lives through the
breaking of a winding rope. They
had got on the cage and were
being lowered from the shaft
mouth, when the rope suddenly
snapped immediately in front of
the winding drum, and the cage
with its load fell to the shaft
bottom, a distance of 338 yards.
The rope had been supplied by a
well known firm of makers and
was invoiced by them as ‘1.25
inch diameter, our special quality
plough steel rope’. It was put to
use on 16th August 1909 and had
therefore been used for a period
of 16 months”.

The Mines’ Inspector “found it
showed comparatively little evidence
of wear and there was nothing
whatever in its appearance to
account for its breaking”. He
concluded “that it was impossible
that it could have broken under
normal conditions and it must have
been submitted to a violent jerk”.
This was confirmed when he
inspected the capping or connecting
point with the cage support and it
could be seen that the rope had been
pulled out of the capping by one
inch. He could not find any
indication that the jerk had occurred
due to the rope riding over the edge
of the headgear pulley or the winding
drum and dropping on to its axle. All
the shaft equipment appeared to
have been in order except for the
keps or legs which were pushed
under the cage each time it arrived at
the shaft top. These keps had to be
pulled manually by a lever from under
the cage before it could be lowered.
The two keps appeared to have been
twisted one foot being one and a half
inches in advance of the other.

After careful consideration of all the
above evidence the Inspector came
to the conclusion that the banksman,
whose job it was to pull the keps
from under the cage to allow its
descent had,  somehow, not initially
pulled the keps far enough and then

perhaps one of the keps had caught
the cage and held it. Then some
movement, either of the men in the
cage or of the banksman, caused the
cage to tip slightly and release itself.
Its fall would cause a jerk on the
slack rope sufficient to cause it to
break.

A full account of the events leading
up to the accident and of those
which followed is being published by
the Madeley Local History Project
Group shortly. At least one other
event to mark the occasion is being
organised by the Friends of the
Ironbridge Gorge Museum. This
event will take the form of an
illustrated talk by Dr. Ivor Brown on
“Madeley Mining Disasters” on
Wednesday 24th November 2010 at
7.30pm in the Meeting Room at
Coalbrookdale Museum.

As well as the Kemberton Pit
Disaster the talk will cover the other
four known disasters in Madeley.
Three miners killed in an explosion at
Blists Hill Pit in 1804, 4 men after a
fire at Madeley Pit in 1810, 9 miners in
a shaft accident at Brickkiln Leasow
or Crawstone Pit in 1864 and 3 miners
gassed by blackdamp at Halesfield in
1888.

Members will be very welcome at the
meeting.

Below: Cromford and High Peak Railway Co. cast iron fish belly rails preserved with stone sleepers or sets by the
Middleton Top visitor centre, Derbyshire.  (Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

An Early Chair from the Billingsley Colliery Plateway continued ...
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Some Notes on the Mines of the Lilleshall Company, No.4
Pits in the Donnington Field (Colliery), Ivor Brown

12 Granville
SJ 725 120
Worked: Coal and ironstone.

Sunk: 1856-60. It was a Nationalised
Colliery from January 1st 1947.

Closed: 1979

Shafts: According to the published
shaft section, the shaft reached a
temporary bottom at 356 yards depth
on 31st July 1860, from where the
two-yard thick Double Coal and the
Blue Flat Ironstone could be worked.

By 1891 the two 10ft. diameter shafts
were 400 yards deep, but No.2 Shaft
was widened to 16ft. diameter and
deepened to 444 yards during 1954-
56. The bottom-most valuable coal is
believed to have been the Lancashire
Ladies at about 409 yards. Granville
was intended to “open up” the
Easternmost area of the field. It is the
only separately listed pit under the
Lilleshall Company name on the
official list of collieries for 1860, all
other pits were shown as part of a
group.

Winding: Initially there was only one
winding engine, but this was placed
between the shafts. It worked on
No.1 Shaft.

In 1870 there was a company-built
vertical (32 in. diameter cylinder, 5ft.
stroke, 40 psi), non-condensing
steam engine in use, which acted by
direct connection to a drum shaft. A
second engine, added back-to-back
later had two 16 inch diameter vertical
cylinders.

Flat wire ropes were in use at both
shafts. In the 1940s the Company
Engineer, Atkinson, described the
engines as; at No.1 Pit a single
cylinder vertical, connecting to the
winding drum by crank, with 2 flat
ropes, and at No.2 Pit there was a pair
of engines with vertical cylinders and
two flat rope drums. These engines
were removed in 1949-50 and
replaced by a 670 hp electric engine
at No.1 Pit. At the same time the
wooden headframe was replaced by a
steel one.

A plaque on the No.1 Pit Engine
house wall stated that the electric
winder was commissioned in 1949,
the first to be ordered and installed
by the NCB.

In 1966-7 a 2700 hp winder from
Hampstead Colliery was installed at
No.2 Pit. This had formerly been the
pumping shaft.

Pumping: In 1870 the pumping
engine was described as being of the
Cornish type, Company built with a
24 inch cylinder, 10 ft. stroke, steam
pressure of 24 psi, condensing,
working three sets of pumps, lowest
9 in. (lifting), middle 14 in. (forcing)
and top set 14 in. (forcing); raising
water from a depth of 200 yards.

The engineer, Atkinson, did not
mention a steam pumping engine at
the pit in the 1940s, so presumably it
had been removed by then, although
the engine house remained.

At Nationalisation in 1947, there was
an electric (?) pump at the New Mine
Seam level at No.2 shaft, which lifted
the water to the surface, but this
pump was stopped in 1954 when the
shaft was filled for re-widening and
deepening. According to Ian Myatt,
pumping was then carried out by
means of a ‘Lee Howl’ pump set on a
concrete plinth about 20 yards into
the return airway. “The container
system for the water from the inbye
pumps was a series of metal tanks
about 4 yards cubed, linked by
pipework”

Above: Detail of the vertical strata at the bottom of the Granville shafts, from
the Lilleshall Company’s 1864 shaft section scroll. (Shropshire Archive)

Below: The original single winding engine house, between the 2 shafts on
the Lillleshall Company’s 1864 shaft section scroll, drawn by T.Doody.
(Shropshire Archive)
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This system continued until shaft
deepening was complete in 1956 and
pumping then reverted to No.2 Shaft,
the new sump being formed at the
bottom, 444 yards down.

In the 1960s there were 2 electric
Pulsometer Pumps; one 67½ hp, 3-
stage pump, with a head of 600 ft.,
pumping 227 gallons per minute from
559 ft. depth and a second; 7 stage
pump of 95 hp with a head of 1261 ft.
pumping 158 gallons per minute from
1,211 ft. depth.

Ventilation: In 1870 the pit was
ventilated by a furnace at pit bottom,
which produced about 35,000 cu. ft.
air per minute. By 1890 this had been
replaced by a 20 ft. diameter Guibal
Fan driven by steam and producing
about 43,000 cu. ft. per minute
through 2,500 ft. of ventilation
airway. In 1947 there was still a
Guibal Steam Fan in use, but in 1948/
9 it was replaced by a Davidson
Sirocco Axial Flow Fan. This was
again replaced by a 375 hp Walker
Macord Fan in 1951. In 1953 this fan
was transferred to Grange Pit as part
of the merger. Granville shafts then
became the downcast shafts.

Methane: Methane drainage (and
sale) was practised at Granville Pit
during the 1960s using drill rods, a
Nash-Hytor pump and a pipe range.
Initially the mine gas was exhausted
into the return airway, but later it was
pumped by underground pipe range
to Grange pit and from there to
Wellington Gas Works.

Above: Granville Colliery about 1944, prior to modernisation. The Cornish
pump appears to have been removed at this date, as the engine house (on
the left) is empty.

Below: The plaque on the wall of the No.1 Electric winder house, Granville
Colliery in 1979. (Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Below: Granville Colliery as it appeared on the 1902 Ordnance Survey map.
Scale: 1:4000

Some Notes on the Mines of the Lilleshall Company, No.4
Pits in the Donnington Field (Colliery), continued ...
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Employed: The number of persons
employed gradually increased over
the years from 211 in 1894, through
272 in 1905, 250 in 1917, 334 in 1923,
329 in 1936, 295 in 1945, 331 in 1948,
386 in 1950, 570 in 1955 (after merger
with Grange), 537 in 1964, 882 in 1969
(after the transfer of some 350 men
from Kemberton Pit in 1966/7). From
this date numbers gradually fell again
to 512 just before closure in 1979.

Granville pit suffered many accidents
and events over the years, including
the loss of 3 lives in one incident
involving the pump rods in the shaft
in 1904 (in consequence of which
part of the mine was flooded causing
death to 4 ponies and hunger to 15
others).

There was a 6 month strike of miners
in 1913. Other incidents included,
even in recent years, fires,
spontaneous combustion and
explosions (see references).

Granville pit was probably the last pit
to work under the Chartermaster
system (to 1913). It was the very last
pit to operate in the County of
Shropshire when it closed in 1979.

Production: This has varied over the
years; in the first full year after
merger in 1954 over 152,000 tons was
produced and this rose to 206,000 in
1958. By 1970 the peak output had
been 300,000 tons per year, but was

falling again, to about 200,000 in 1972
and 145,000 in 1977. The pit was
closed in 1979, the NCB giving the
main problem as “geological”

Nothing remains of the main
buildings and the site is now a
Council Tip.
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Below: Ray Rushton standing by the last tub of coal produced at Granville.
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Paddock Mount Developments

The trees on Paddock Mount were cut down in
February, before the birds started nesting and
it has dramatically opened up the sky line!

The plan seems to be to remove most of the
mount - a huge task considering it’s size,
presumably they’ll dig a hole to put it in!

A number of mine shafts have been revealed
on the mound. Two of them,  covered by
concrete pads with drain pipes in the middle
are on the brow of the mound by the traffic

Above: The Mount as it appeared in late February.

Left: The same corner on June 12th - with the
Hollywood style “Dawley” sign and a fenced area (top
left) which contains 2 large concrete pads with drain
holes in the middle. (See below)

Above and right: The M. & J. Drilling Services rig on
the shaft at the Northern end of the Paddock Mount pit
mound.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

lights in Finger Road, while another one, which is
currently being treated (by M. & J. Drilling Services -
former sponsors of ‘Below’)  is at the Northern end of
the mound near the High Street.

Some local artists have also recently erected a
Hollywood style sign on the mound.

How this project will be affected by Public spending
cuts remains to be seen.

Right:
Looking up
Finger Road to
the traffic lights,
with Paddock
Mount on the
right.
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What the Papers Said - From the Colliery Guardian
submitted by Steve Dewhirst

I REGRET to state that no improvement is, as yet,
visible in the demand for iron. Prices, consequent
upon competition, and the practice of underselling
on the part of some of the South Staffordshire
firms, are still receding. Some improvement in the
shape of home orders has been manifest at some of
the foundries for finished articles of a useful kind,
also for bar iron. The price of the latter article is
usually so much above that of the South Staffordshire
makers, that smiths often get supplied from the
South Staffordshire makers.

Some of the blast furnaces in the neighbourhood
have suffered from a formation of zinc, which,
notwithstanding attempts to dislodge it, accumulates
in masses around the interior, so as to choke up the
work. In a furnace recently blown out for repair,
belonging to Beriah Botfield, Esq., M.P., as much as
11 tons 9 cwt. has been cleared away. From a
specimen I have seen, and in the opinion of Mr.
Onions, the White Flat, one of the ores in use in that
district, contributes largely to produce the state of
things described. I believe, however, that nearly all
the iron ores of the Shropshire field contain a
portion; crystals of that metal are often found
forming a sort of nucleus wherever a nodule having
a fossil occurs.

In the COLLIERY GUARDIAN, some months
ago, I directed attention to a very futile attempt
made by a landed proprietor in this neighbourhood
to sink for coal in strata which any tyro in geology
would know to be silurian. Fortunately for the

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT AT MADELEY
The Iron Trade in Shropshire—Zinc from the Ore—Sinkings in Silurian Limestones.

estate, water has at last put a stop to the
proceedings, after a large outlay of money, and an
amount of anxiety and perseverance worthy a
better cause. The error was so palpable from the
first, that it is really astonishing how any man could
have been led astray. The first spadeful of earth,
after the surface soil had been removed, brought
up silurian fossils by handsful; yet, mislead by its
colour and appearance, they were declared to be
one of the coal-measure shales. In this shale and its
underlying silurian member, men have been
fruitlessly labouring for eighteen months or more.

What makes the matter still more preposterous is,
that the millstone grit, which marks the passage
from the carboniferous formation to the silurian
system, lies in an elevated ridge but a few hundred
yards from the sinkings, while the cuttings into the
strata from the high grounds where the several
shafts have been sunk, to the river below, made by
brooks, display every variation of rock down to
the base of the Wenlock limestone. As is usual in
such cases, every one who offered a disinterested
opinion upon the matter was suspected to be in
the pay or under the influence of some coal or iron
company of the district.

For the honour of our countrymen, let me say, the
wiseacre who conducted the proceedings is a
foreigner,  who professed to bel ieve the
government survey maps erroneous, and who, I
believe, is entirely ignorant of geology.

24th July 1858

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT AT COALPORT
The Branch Railway from Hadeley to Madeley.

Some time back it was understood that this line was
to terminate al Madeley, instead of, as was originally
intended, at Coalport Bridge. The reason assigned
for stopping short of Coalport was the very
considerable engineering difficulties presented in
the formation of the line down Madeley Lane. Since
then, however, that resolution has been abandoned,
and it is now determined that the whole of the
branch line shall be carried out in its integrity.

The loss of water in the upper canal leading from
Stirchley to Donnington incline is so great that
previous to the late rains the five-ton boats could
convey along this distance only a freight of one ton.

The working of stone pits near to the canal has
caused a serious loss of water; indeed it is quite
possible that the formation of a kind of lock—so
called—at the spot where the water escapes may
have contributed quite as much to the depth of
water as the recent heavy fall of rain.

One thing, however, is clear, that should the
working of pits be continued, there will be a
failure of water. To remedy this the railway works
are being vigorously pushed on at that part of the
line where the water escapes.

30th October 1858
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‘Beehive’ Brick Structures at Shropshire Pits
Ivor Brown

Structures with a brick bonnet-
shaped top looking like an old bee-
hive were once fairly common at
collieries in the Coalbrookdale
Coalfield. One of the uses of these
structures was to cap off disused
mine shafts, another was to form a
shelter at the road-crossing on the
Lilleshall Company’s 20 mile private
railway. A third use, of which less is
known, was to provide a working
place for more general surface
workers. It is possible that at least
one of the latter was constructed by
converting an old bee-hive type
coking oven or similar kiln.

Bee-hive covered shafts could still be
found in the 1940s and 50s, the writer
as a child played around two at the
Lloyds and Orchard Lane, Madeley
Wood, but others still existed
elsewhere (see Fig.1). Most were
broken-in and the shafts filled
following the loss of a boy down a
shaft at Priorslee in the late 1940s.

The bee-hive covers almost always
seemed to have a hole in the top and
the writer like everyone else used to
lie on the covers to look through the
hole and down the shaft! He now
appreciates fully the dangers in this!

Having seen how archwork was
formed by bricklayers using wooden
templates. The writer wonders now
how the caps were made, particularly
over the larger diameter shafts. He
never found evidence of timber
inside the domes, which would have
been sealed in when capping was
complete. Nor has he found the holes
where the timber bracing was held,
such as appear at intervals, along the
Tar Tunnel and other local tunnels.

Bee-hive shelters for railway flagmen
have been reported at Oakengates
Station Hill (see Fig.4, right, and the
photographs in “Lilleshall
Company’s Railways” by Bob Yate,
page 90, and the Rookery pits in the
same book, page 95) and the Lodge
Crossing. A photograph that
appeared in the local newspaper on
5th August 1973 is said to be the
third but as seen below there are
doubts about this.

The Photograph (Fig.5) has been
provided by Neville Surman who
says that he was told it was a ‘Pit
Cabin’ or workshop and that the two
men in front were his uncles on their
way to enrol at the local pit after
demob in 1945. The photograph
however shows that it’s a conversion
from something else (note the filled in
gap by the door), it has an extension
to the rear on the right, and that it
has a very substantial chimney.

One correspondent has said that he
remembers it as a blacksmiths shop
for fitters repairing the Lilleshall

Fig. 1: Typical Shropshire ‘Past-
time’. Edwin Thorpe looking into the
Milburgh Shaft cap, 1982.
(Peter Eggleston - I.A.Recordings)

Fig. 2: Beehive shaft cap at
Caughley. (Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)

Fig. 3, Left:

Shaft filling at Orchard
Lane, Madeley Wood in
1974. (I.J.Brown)

Fig. 4, Right:

Local railwayman’s hut.
(from “Remembering
Donnington - Hopes and
memories of local people”,
Anon, c1980s)

Company’s own railway trucks. The
anvil, truck and metal bars in the
picture probably confirms this. A
forge inside would need a chimney
and the extension at the back could
provide a store or stoke hole for the
fuel. But could this be a single
survivor of a batch of beehive coke
ovens - see figure 6.

There were coking arrangements at
several local pits, although the writer
has seen no evidence of beehive
kilns being used. Local methods seen
include rectangular kilns and open
heaps.
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Other “beehive” topped structures are known in local
mining including the use of one at Guest Deep Pit as a
cabin, but surrounded by tipped material (“circular
structures supported the side pressures better than
rectangular”, see Below 2008.4) and the finding of a
“kiln” in a pit heap at Mossey Green (see SCMC
Journal 1977).

The writer’s grandfather Griffiths was a “master
bricklayer” who specialised locally in round structures
and kilns (walling brick shafts, chimneys and kilns - he
lost his foot in one job at Hinksay). So there were
specialists in the area who could do “beehives”,
probably over shafts too. He and his six sons are now
dead, so cannot be asked how it was done. Has anyone
any ideas?

Note
The photograph of the “bee-hive shaped workshop”
(Fig. 5) has been supplied by Neville Surman of Yate.

In front are his two uncles Charles and Dennis Kinsey
en-route to Grange Colliery to get a job in 1945. They
are wearing their wartime demob suits. The dog was the
family pet called Scamp, born 1940.

The structure has been identified as being the
blacksmiths/fitters shop used to repair Lilleshall Co.
wagons, it was situated at the Lodge Crossing (NGR:
SJ 716 120 approx.). The structure was apparently
replaced by a portable building c1950, which was later
removed (A photograph survives showing this
removal).

Mr. Surman supplied a second photograph of his
uncles at Grange Pit which appeared in Below 2010.1,
p12. It is understood that their mission was successful.

The assistance of Mr. T.Price and R.Rushton in
providing information is acknowledged.

‘Beehive’ Brick Structures at Shropshire Pits
continued ...

Fig. 6, Above:
Beehive Coking Ovens. (ICS reference Library 1906)

Fig. 5, Above:

Charles and Dennis Kinsey outside the cabin at at the
Lodge crossing, 1945. (Neville Surman)

Figs. 7 & 8, Below:

Beehive shaft caps at Longway Bank, Whatstandwell,
Derbyshire in 1985. The larger one (which Edwin
Thorpe is looking into) has now been ‘capped’. (Kelvin
Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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News Round-Up 2

Marble Arch Milestone
When famous cave explorer Edouard
Alfred Martel discovered the Marble
Arch caves in Fermanagh 1895, he
thought they would make a good
tourist attraction.

Ninety years later, the caves were
opened to the public, and Mantel
was proved right. Over 1.2m people
have visited the caves in Fermanagh
since 1985, which celebrated the 25th
Anniversary of their opening to the
public on 28th May. They are one of
Northern Ireland’s most important
tourist destinations.

Walkways and electrically powered
boats allow visitors to see an array of
cave features, including stalactites,
stalagmites, mineral veils, cave
curtains and rimstone pools.

The exceptional geological heritage
of the caves was recognised in 2004
when the area was awarded Geopark
status by UNESCO.

Due to excessive peat cutting on the
limestone hills above the system
heavy rain quickly finds it’s way into
the cave now, as was discovered
when Club members tried to visit the
site in 2003 (after the Irish NAMHO
conference), flood water was lapping
at the entrance steps and the cave
exit was a solid wall of water!

Above: Flood waters in the Marble
Arch Rising in 2003.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Clogau For Sale
Jewellery firm Clogau Gold Limited is
hoping not to lose out if an
international company takes over the
gold prospecting licence for the
famous St David's Gold mine in
Bontddu, near Dolgellau.

Overseas gold prospectors are
reputed to be in talks with the Crown
Estate over the licence at the mine.
Clogau Gold currently produce all
their jewellery from supplies mined
before the closure of St David’s, but
say the company is growing at such
a rate it is consuming those supplies
at an increased pace. They feel they
would be the natural point of contact
for anyone wishing to sell gold and
regularly buy from local prospectors
and panners.

The mine operated for 150 years
before its closure in 1998 due to the
soaring cost of health and safety
measures.

Gold from Clogau is reputed to have
been used for many royal wedding
rings, for example The Queen,
Princess Diana, Princess Margaret
and the Queen Mother all had their
rings made with gold extracted from
the Clogau St David's mine.

News Reports 8th June 2010

Carbon Storage Plans
Experts believe the Captain
Sandstone field which lies half a mile
below the sea bed of the Moray Firth
could be used to store 95% of CO

2

from Scotland’s coal-fired power
stations.

A study funded by industry and the
Scottish government is using new
geological mapping to assess the
thickness of the rocks and their
carbon storage potential in an area
claimed to be “twice the size of Fife”
and “as big as Belgium”.

The storage system would involve
carbon displacing the sea water in
the porous rock (won’t this then raise
sea levels?). Researchers will also be
evaluating the challenges of getting
captured CO

2 
 into the rock surface.

News Reports June 2010

Slate Dam Drained
Water from the reservoir at Hendre
Ddu, Gwynedd, (which is between
10m to 15m deep) has been drained
so that engineers could strengthen
the dam.

The dam was consider unfit by
engineers working for the Forestry
Commission, to cope with sudden
floods. The thickness of the dam wall
was increased by one metre and the
volume of the spillway increased to
improve run-off from the reservoir.

The Hendre Ddu Slate and Slab
Company was established in 1864 by
Sir Edmund Buckley, which
specialised in producing slate slabs
for billiard table beds. Water from the
reservoir powered machinery in slate
cutting sheds. There are several slate
mines in the area: Abergynolwyn,
Corris and Aberllefenni.

Earliest Neanderthals
Two pieces of flint unearthed at
motorway works in Dartford, Kent,
have now been dated to 110,000
years ago. The flints date to a time
when no humans were thought to be
in Britain and have pushed back the
presence of Neanderthals in Britain
by 40,000 years or more.

An absence of archaeological
evidence suggests people
abandoned Britain between 200,000
years ago (or 160,000 years ago,
depending on who you ask) and
65,000 years ago.

Archaeologists from Oxford
Archaeology (working for the
Highways Agency on the M25/A2
road junction at Dartford) have dated
the sediment in which the hand axes
were sitting to 110,000 years ago,
placing them squarely within the
“abandonment period”, but at a time
when sea levels were dropping
creating a ‘land bridge’ across the
English Channel.

However, not all researchers are
convinced by the evidence presented
so far.

BBC News Reports 1st June 2010
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Report on MCRO AGM & Other Rescue Items
June 2010

Cave Rescue Round-up,
Trips and Digs

Tony’s Trips
A brief round-up of trips in May
undertaken by Tony Wilson.

Dinas Silica Mine
There are mines on both sides of the
river Neath. The one on the far bank
is smaller but still worth a visit. A
large chamber leads into levels. You
can follow the rails or zig zag through
the chambers. Half-a-day mine trip,
well worth a visit.

Llanfair Slate Quarry
An old show mine. If you are in the
area and it is raining, find something
else to do! That’s not very fair, it is in
a unique position on the coast and
the intresting fact is that it was
started by 2 Cornish Men!

Aberleifenni
Very deep mine, main tramming level
no rails just four wheel drive tracks
straight through the hill. More to
explore. Will need to return to this
mine.

Ratgoed
Old quarry workings linked by short
levels. Bolted traverse line broken,
possible SRT trip. Best of the day
was exploring the old Ratgoed hall
now derelict. Long way off the road.

Cwmorthin
Level 1 North
A route has been found leading up to
floor 3 North. A fabled floating
bridge. The route is still going.

Old Vein Incline
Explored down to level 3 a fine set of
steps.

Oakley
Over the rails in the drainage level
and explored the stripy vein.

Lower Back Vein Incline
To round the day off we descended
the back vein incline and returned up
the slab steps A RIGHT GOOD
DAY!

If you have spare time int he week
and fancy a trip, it is worth
contacting Tony.

There was a well attended AGM for
MCRO on 13th May. Most of the
discussion does not need reporting
back to SCMC but there are a number
of points worth noting:

1.   There continue to be external
pressures for all CRO’s to have
better documentation and being
able to demonstrate its degree of
competence.

2.   There have been changes with
MCRO Officers with: Chair -
Steve Holding, Secretary - Mike
Clayton, Treasurer - Dave
Bowdley.

3.   We have increased the number of
Wardens in Shropshire but this is
not in accord with the MCRO
constitution - some change will
be required.

4.   It has been agreed to have
additional MCRO Committee
Meetings and one has been
agreed to be held in Snailbeach
on 7th August 2010.

5.   There is a ‘major’ MCRO Rescue
Practice scheduled to be held in
Shropshire on 4th September with
a training day on 5th September.
We will look to arrange camping
for Dudley members and members
from other CRO’s.

Mentioned at the AGM & something
for discussion by SCMC is the
proposal that SCMC and DCC cease
having separate rescue equipment
and funds and that this all be
transferred to MCRO (to be initially
discussed by Shropshire Wardens).

Some SCMC members are also on the
call out list for the new South & Mid-
Wales Cave Rescue Team
(previously West Brecon & Gwent
Teams) and attedned their Mid-
Wales Mine Rescue Practice on
Saturday 19th June (along with
colleagues from Dudley CC and
North Wales CRO).

Steve Holding

News from Mountain Rescue England & Wales
Midland CRO through it’s
membership of the British Cave
Rescue Council (BCRC) is entitled to
attend and be involved in meetings
and events organised by Mountain
Rescue England and Wales (MREW)
- formerly known as the Mountain
Rescue Council of England and
Wales.

On behalf of MCRO I’ve attended the
last two 6 monthly meetings of
MREW. While most of the business
concerns Mountain Rescue, the main
knock on effect for Cave Rescue is
the desire to improve training and
documentation for all rescue teams.

This will effect us mainly in the desire
for teams to meet 10 core capabilities
- most of which we can do already.

MREW are also working on
developing a standard Police
Insurance scheme to cover rescuers -
in theory it comes into play on 1st
August, but it’s not clear if West
Mercia and West Midlands Police
have signed up to the scheme yet.

Another initiative is the development
of a National Benevolent Fund to
provide relief to anyone injured
which taking part in a rescue. The
relief would be in the form of grants
(repayable) to help injured rescuers
while they are unable to work. Work
on the fund is currently in it’s early
stages, but there will be an individual
membership category.

The BCRC Incident reports for 2009,
show that due to the dog rescue at
Old Grit, MCRO was more active than
Gloucester Cave Rescue Group - who
had no call outs!

Kelvin

Club Digs
Pitchcroft - the engine house
excavations have been suspended
for the summer. David Adams has
sent an initial report to the farmer and
Duchy of Cornwall Agent.

Yew Tree - the fall beyond the
dam is proving bigger and harder
than expected, so extra mid-week
sessions have been scheduled.
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Regarding John Heathcote's letter in
the last issue about Spar Cave on
Skye, he mentions there are real
limestone caves on Skye as well.

I visited one such cave there last
year; High Pasture Cave (Uamh an
Ard Achadh), which is particularly
interesting due to it having being the
scene of an ongoing archeological
dig which has uncovered evidence of
prehistoric human activity.

Letters to the Editor

I have attached a few photos of the
cave (below), including one looking
out towards a man-made entrance,
dating I believe, from the bronze-age.

Information about the cave
(discovered in 1972 by students from
the University of London
Speleological Society) can be found
at www.high-pasture-cave.org

Alun Cureton

Below, left: View looking out of the
cave towards a man-made entrance.

Below, right and bottom: Views of a
couple of passages within the cave
complex. There is approximately
320m of accessible passages
within the cave (making it the
second longest cave complex on
Skye), formed in the Cambrian
Durness Limestone.

Pictures: Alan Cureton

Volunteers Wanted
The High Pastures Cave &
Environs Project are asking for
volunteers to help with their
fieldwork for the 2010 season.

The second half of this
seasons dig starts on 4th July
(continues until September),
visit their web site for contact
details:

www.high-pasture-cave.org
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Library Additions

During renovation work at an early
19th cottage near Catherton Common,
Clee Hill, the iron objects illustrated
in the picture below, were found; one
was buried in plaster beneath the
floor of an outhouse and the other
was embedded within a wall.

Letters, Library, and News

They are about 7 inches long and
3/8ths of an inch thick. The end of
the top one has clearly been
hammered as it is slightly flattened.

These do not look like any nails that I
have ever seen and they look to be
the wrong shape to be hooks. Could

Below: Iron objects found at a cottage on the Clee Hill. The scale bar at the top is 6 inches.

they be part of a set of plug and
feathers to split stone?

Plugs were iron wedges driven into
holes bored into rocks to force a
split. Any thoughts would be
welcome!

David Poyner
David@D-Poyner.freeserve.co.uk

New Power Station
A full planning application for a £3bn
coal-fired power station with
experimental carbon capture and
storage (CCS) technology at
Hunterston in Ayrshire has been
submitted to the Scottish
government by Ayrshire Power.

If the proposal is approved, the
facility would be the first of its kind
in the UK. Environmentalists oppose
the scheme saying it will damage
local wildlife and the environment.

The proposals are for a site between
the existing Clydeport coal handling
facility at the Hunterston Terminal,
and the Hunterston B nuclear power
plant.  The developers said the
facility could provide energy to three
million homes, while capturing and
storing carbon emissions if that
technology can be proven. CCS
technology turns the carbon dioxide
produced by the station into liquid
using chemicals and stores it
underground.

A public consultation on the
application is due to run until 15 July.

BBC News Reports 2nd June 2010

Subterranea Britannica,
Subterranea, Issue 22: April
2010 - This entire issue is devoted to
the “Story of the Central Government
War Headquarters - ‘Top Secret -
Acid’” (a new secrecy classification
introduced in the 1960s). It also
includes a loose leaf index to
Subterranea, from issue 11 (August
2006) to issue 20 (September 2009).
Issue 23: June 2010 - contains the
usual mix of news items, and articles
on bunkers, tunnels around Europe.

NAMHO Newsletter June 2010 -
features an update on the Research
Framework for the Archaeology of
the Extractive Industries, details on
the current state of Dorothea
pumping engine house, plus details
of forthcoming conferences by the
Northern Mines Research Soc. &
Welsh Mines Soc. (see back page).

Field Guide to Stiperstones
Mines, Edited by Adrian Pearce, A5,
60pp. Published on behalf of the
Shropshire Mines Trust, to provide
an introductory field guide to the
mines of the Stiperstones area.

North Wales Caving Club
Newsletter, Issue 314, April
2010. A new look and new editor for
this issue. Trip reports to OHA, the
report on the Three Counties Survey
Project, and brief caving trip news.

Mendip Caving Group - MCG
News, No.359, October 2009 -
Includes an update on conservation
work in Bone Hole, Cheddar Gorge.
MCG News, No.360, February
2010. A mix of news and trip reports
- Titan, Skye, Sicily, King Mine and
Bone Hole update.

Norfolk Mineral & Lapidary
Society, Stone Chat Vol.30,
No.3, Spring 2010 - Several
interesting items about gem stones
and a larger item on the preservation
of Wheal Peevor, (near Redruth).
Stone Chat Vol.30, No.4,
Summer 2010 - features an item on
Bickerton Copper mine (and
encourages readers to search out the
copper mines in the Wem area.. Plus
news items about Mineral Tramways
Trail and mine preservation work in
Cornwall.
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ISBN: 978-906663-09-4
Softback, 320 pages, over 200 b&w
photographs, drawings and plans.
Price £12.95.

Books

The Lead, Copper & Barytes
Mines of Shropshire

By Michael Shaw, Logaston press.

Ratgoed- A Study in Slate,
The Quarries, the Tramway

and the Social Life of a
Merionethshire Valley

By Sara Eade, SB, A4, 132pp full
colour photos - cost £15.00 + P&P

This in one of the best books I have
seen for a while, it is well researched,
contains excellent photography and
is everything it says on the tin. This
is not just a run of the mill
photographic volume, it has a clear
logical text throughout.

The photos are mainly in colour with
some archive black and white archive
photos. A very well produced book,
and a bargin at £15.

Mike Moore

The Riches Beneath our
Feet - How Mining Shaped

Britain
The author, Geoff Coyle, is an
alumnus of the Royal School of
Mines at Imperial College London.

The book details the history of
mining in Britain, from the early flint
mines to the present day. Coyle looks
at the history of a wide range of
minerals, including copper, tin, china
clay, lead, zinc, slate, granite,
limestone, salt, coal, and iron.

The book focusses on the tales of
miners’ lives, their work, the
conditions, and mining disasters.
Geoff, as a former mining engineer
and from a mining family, is well
qualified to tell this story, and
weaves his personal experience and
passion into the book, illuminating
the industrial history, geology, and
technology.

The book closes on the present state
and future possibilities for British
mining.
Price is £20.00 + P&P

Both books above are available from
Mike Moore at Club meetings or
online at  www.moorebooks.co.uk

Field Guide to Stiperstones
Mines, Shropshire

Edited by Adrian Pearce, A5, 60pp
Price: £6.00 inc P&P

Published on behalf of the
Shropshire Mines Trust, This pocket-
sized (A5) book provides an
introductory field guide to the mines
of the Stiperstones area.

Snailbeach is world famous however
other mines in the area are also
worthy of a visit. This guide
describes 12 of the ‘main’ mines in
the area, giving the NGR of each,
along with advice on any access
restrictions the visitor may face.

There is also a potted history of each
site, with photographs and notes
about the surviving remains. There
are a number of mistakes which
should have been corrected before
going to print, such as technical
descriptions ending in mid-sentence.

The book is designed for a non-
technical visitor to the area to be able
to spend a day driving around to see
each site and in that respect it will
achieve it’s aim.

Price: £6.00 inc P&P

Hard Graft - Botallack Mine
in the 20th Century

By Peter Joseph, SB, 238pp colour
and black and white photos.

This book covers the last years of
one Cornwall’s premier mines. The
mine is famous for the cliff side
Crowns Engines Houses which are
probably the most photographed of
any in the world Most of what can be
seen on surface dates back to the
successful re-working of the mine
between 1907-1914.

In this volume Peter Joseph has
researched and put together the
previously unpublished details of the
final phase of this famous mine .
There are maps descriptions and
photographs which will enable the
visitor and historian to make sense of
the site. The pioneering conservation
of the Crowns Engine houses is also
told in detail. What I do like about
the book are the excellent maps
showing locations of the mine and
associated works.

Price: £16.99 + P&P

Available from the Miners Dry Visitor
Centre, Snailbeach or Mike Moore at
Club meetings, or online at
www.moorebooks.co.uk
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Books and Videos

Glengowla

for details of availability visit: www.iarecordings.org

A TOUR OF IRELAND’S FIRST SHOW MINE
Glengowla lead mine near
Oughterard, County Galway in
Ireland started in 1851 and mining
was suspended in 1865. During that
short 14 year period, 545 square
metres was stoped to produce 390
tonnes of lead containing 28
kilograms of silver.

Today the mine is rich in what was
left behind by the miners.

Underground, many artefacts can be
seen, including  ladders, pump rods
and pipes, pulleys, windlasses, guide
chutes and timbers.

There is also a scintillating variety of
minerals: Marble, dolomite, quartz,
calcite, barite, sphalerite, chalcopyrite
and very rare blue/green
octahedral fluorite. Vugs large
and small are lined with gleaming
crystals.

On the surface, the powder
magazine, blacksmith’s
workshop and the agent’s
cottage have been restored and
the stables is a museum
featuring mining history,
minerals from this mine and all
over the world and items rescued
from the mine.

A hand windlass and a horse-gin
have been constructed over the
shafts where they had originally
been used.

The mine is owned by the
Geoghegan family who have
done an astonishing amount of

work to stabilise the surface, pump-
out the mine, build steps to give
access to the upper workings, and
repair the buildings.

This DVD shows highlights of the
underground tour, then goes even
deeper to show what might be seen
in the future!

Extra chapters feature Dr. Matthew
Parkes telling us what is special
about Glengowla Mine, Dr. Martin
Feely describing the fascinating
geology of the area, and a tour of the
mine museum with Paddy
Geoghegan.

£12.95 DVD
(£10 to Club Members at meetings)

 Pitmen, Poachers and
Preachers - Life and the
Poor Law in the Madeley

Union of Parishes 1700-1930
by Ken Jones, published by the Dog
Rose Press, Ludlow, 2009.
This book takes each of the parishes
that formed the Madeley Union and
covers how they treated the poor,
under the Poor Lawt before the
Union was formed and afterwards,
giving numerous examples. Those
interested in Social history will find
this a valuable addition ot their
bookshelf. The book also contains an
oral history CD “Days They Recall”,
with a number of interviews with
local people about their working lives
and families, conducted by Ken (who
recently received an MBE in the
Queens Birthday Honnours, for his
services to Local History).
Price £25. ISBN 978-0-9528367-5-9

The Cooksons - A
Shropshire Family History

1639 - 2001
A private publication about a
Shropshire mining family of
Pontesbury and Madeley. More
information will be available later.

Ivor Brown

(Club members will recall that
“Samuel Cookson 1878-1955,
Madeley Miner”, by Ivor Brown
appeared in Below 1998.3 as part of
the ‘Mining Characters’ series).

The Mines of the Peak
District - An underground

Field Guide Volume 1
By Byron Machin, A5, sb, 36 pp,
colour, illustrated with photographs.

Byron has set out to provide a
detailed underground guide to the
mines of the peak district. Each mine
and level has an exact gridrefernce
and details of pitch lengths and adit
length In this volume he includes -
Mines of the Manifold Valley - Ecton
Hill - The Bincliffe Mine Mines - The
Dove valley - The Churnet Valley -
The Mines of Axe Edge.
Price: £4.00 + P&P

Mike Moore

British Mining Publications - from NMRS
British Mining No.88 - Memoirs

2009, A5, sb, 138pp.

A collection of articles from various
authors.
Contents:
The Rothwell Haigh Collieries, Leeds.
Mr Pope’s pots and the rapid

smelting of Lake District copper
and lead ores 1579-83.

The Inverness Gold.
Tracing the Traces (gold).

Dyliffe & Dyngwm Mines - revision
of lode geometry.

Women’s place in lead mining at
Grassington, Yorkshire.

Onshore oil and gasfields.
The ‘Iron Man’ coal cutter.
The East Cumberland Coalfield.

British Mining No.89 - The
Metalliferous Mines of Cartmel
& South Lonsdale, A5, sb, 104pp,
by Max Moseley.
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Diary DatesClub Officers

21st - 30th Aug.: Craven PC Gaping
Gill winch meet.

29th Aug.: Columns Open Day, Ogof
Ffynnon Ddu.

24th - 26th Sept.: ‘Hidden Earth’ -
National Caving Conference, Leek
High School, Leek. Check their web
site for the latest details:

www.hidden-earth.org.uk

1st - 3rd Oct.: ‘50 Years of Mining
History’. Jubilee Conference
celebrating the 50th anniversary of
the founding of Northern Mine
Research Society at Reeth Memorial
Hall, Swaledale. More details on:

nmrs.org.uk

9th - 10th Oct.: Welsh Mines
Society Occasional Conference
“Towards a better Understanding -
New Research on Welsh Mines”. At
Plas Dolguog Hotel, Machynlleth.

www.welshmines.org

23rd - 25th Oct.: 26th SUICRO
Symposium, Ramada Hotel,
Drumshanbo Co. Leitrim.

16th - 20th Nov.: ‘Speleology &
Spelestology’, International
conference, Naberezhnye Chelny
(550 miles east of Moscow), followed
by 2 days of excursions and trips.
Details on tinyurl.com/ybn82m3

Checking the Rescue Stores ....

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

Membership, Insurance &
BCA Rep: Mike Davies

Tackle: Andy Harris

First Aid Officer:

Librarian: Alan Robinson

Bat Officer:

Rescue Officer:Neal
Rushton

‘Below’ Editor, Publications:
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: David Adams

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice-Chair: Tony Wilson

Secretary: Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Training Officer: Ian Davies

Conservation & NAMHO
Rep: Steve Holding

I’ve found an old bottle

of Entonox!

Is it any good?

I don’t know, let’s see ...

give it a sniff ....

Good - it’s OK then !

Did that hurt? Errrr ... No !




