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New Book
Mike Shaw’s new book “The Lead,
Copper & Barytes Mines of
Shropshire” (ISBN: 978 906663 09 4)
has recently been published and is
now available at Club meetings or
from Mike Moore’s web site
(www.moorebooks.co.uk).

This book is well worth adding to
your library as it successfully plugs a
gap in Shropshire mining history,
pulling together histories of little
known mines, along with the more
famous ones such as Snailbeach and
Tankerville.

While a lot has been written about
the Shropshire lead mines very little
has appeared in print about the
barytes and copper mines, with this
book Mike has managed to rectify
this situation.

The Wagon Returns
On Good Friday, a small group of
Shropshire Mines Trust and Club
members assembled at the Snailbeach
loco shed
eagerly awaiting
the arrival of the
reconstructed
Snailbeach
District Railway
hopper wagon,
and we were not
disappointed!

Once again Barry
Ellis has worked
his magic and
done an excellent
job on rebuilding
the wagon. It is
painted in
traditional SDR
grey with white
lettering, and
what’s more the

Above: The wagon in November being delivered to Barry
Below: Arriving at Snailbeach, looking a little different !!

hopper and brakes work!

See page 6 for more pictures.

A fuller review of the book appears
on page 18.
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News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown

Pennerley Collapse
On a visit (8th March 2009) it was
noted that the last almost complete
building on the Pennerley Mine site
(the magazine/store/office?) had
finally collapsed and that the only
recognisable spoilheap from
Snailbeach Mine (protected during
the reclamation works for symbolic
and mineral collecting reasons) was
now being excavated for fill.

More cottages had been ‘converted’
and small industrial sites had been
cleared and developed. The South
West Shropshire orefield is gradually
losing it’s character.

A Gem Story
The ‘Daily Mail’ reported on April
6th 2009 that the Shropshire based
Wrekin Construction Company
(much used for mining reclamation
works in Telford) has closed with the
loss of 500 jobs. It’s closure brought
about by the ‘curse’ of a ruby stone
‘The Gem of Tanzania’ mined near
Arusha, Northern Tanzania by a
mining company called ‘Ideal
Standards’.

The story is a long one, but basically
£11 million worth of company shares
were ‘swapped’ for the stone (which
seems to be unknown in gemstone
circles) - a copy of the Daily Mail
article has been deposited in the Club
Library.

Public Inquiry
A public inquiry started on 30th April
at Gray’s Hotel, Telford to consider
UK Coals proposals to extract
900,000 tonnes of coal from 10 seams
and 250,000 tonnes of fireclay at the
proposed 93 hectare (231 acre)
Huntington Lane Opencast site,
between New Works and Little
Wenlock (in the area formerly worked
by Shortwoods Colliery).

It is said that the work would employ
90 persons for up to 3½ years. The
scheme is being opposed by Telford
& Wrekin Council, local MPs (Mark
Pritchard & David Wright), local
residents and campaign groups. The
inquiry is expected to last until mid-
June.

Mining Characters Series
The series in this journal on
Shropshire mining characters
contains an item on Thomas Parker of
Coalbrookdale (1843-1915) - see
Below 2004.2. Parker became an
authority on electric tramways and
retired to help his son run a foundry
on the site of Madeley Court Colliery
in 1908.

In an item in the Daily
Telegraph (26th April 2009)
Parker’s great-grandson
Graham has recently said
that he had a photo of an
electric car invented by
Thomas in 1884 - the
world’s first. Presumably
this is the Shropshire
Thomas!

New Geo-Trail
A new geo-trail has been constructed
around Haughmond Hill Quarry with
a special viewing platform
constructed above the present
workings. Greywacke blocks from
Haughmond Hill and limestone  from
Lea Quarry have been used to form
the trail.
(Quarry Management, March 2009)

Above: The large cone crusher at
the Southern end of Haughmond
Quarry, (January 2009) which can be
seen from the Geo-trail round the
quarry rim.

Picture: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings

End of Coal
It is now 30 years since the
last coal was raised through
a shaft at a Shropshire Pit.
Ray Rushton has a photo of
himself standing by the last
minecar of coal raised at
Granville Colliery, 21st May
1979.
See page 17 for details of an
event in July.

Taff’s Well Tunnel
At Taff’s Well Quarry near Pentrych
(north of Cardiff, South Wales) a new
200m long, two lane access tunnel
has been made through to a new
working area. During drivage the
tunnel intersected a disused railway
tunnel as planned. The new tunnel is
10.2m wide and 7.5m high, in places
rock bolting has been necessary.

(Quarry Management, Feb. 2009)

Right: Granville headframe
and pithead after closure in
1979.
(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Bridgnorth Accident
A youth was killed by a fall of rock in
the Hermitage ‘Caves’ near
Bridgnorth, Shropshire in April 2009.
These man-made ‘caves’ were
inhabited until the 20th Century.
According to press reports a group
of youths had lit a large fire in the
cave entrance, causing the rock
above to collapse.
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Another dig was held at Pitchcroft
mine on the 15th March. This time
the digging party consisted of David
Adams, David Poyner with father
George, Peter Eggleston, Kelvin Lake,
Steve Holding, David Higgins, Mike
Moore, Alan Taylor, Tony Wilson,
and Nathan Lewis (Shrewsbury &
Newport Canal Trust).

Digging was made a little easier on
this occassion as the party was aided

by Jon Deakin driving a small JCB
tracked digger.

One of the first objectives was the
lowering of a dead tree which had
fallen into the fork of another and
was partly overhanging the site
causing some concern. This was
lowered to a safer position by using
the mounted winch on David
Higgins’ Land Rover driven partly
into the wood, and a section sawn

The Pitchcroft Dig - Update, 15th March 2009
David Adams

Plan 1

off. Unfortunately another dead tree
growing out of the brickwork was
sawn off instead of being hauled
over leaving a difficult root to remove
later.

Meanwhile the digger began by
enlarging the dig S.W. of the pit
commenced previously by Steve and
Nathan in a further attempt to find a
floor, but after some effort was
unsuccessful in either finding a floor
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The Pitchcroft Dig - Update, 15th March 2009
Continued ...

or natural ground. However it was
established that the machine was in a
room measuring 9ft by 6ft (2.74m x
1.83m) with a 3’6" (1.07m) wide
entrance at the end. The walls on
three sides being 2’5" (0.74m) thick
(seven bricks) while the entrance
abutments were 21" (0.53m) thick
(five bricks).

This room with cement rendered
walls was excavated seven feet below
the level of the adjacent field as
though it had been a cellar.

The digger was then moved to a
position where it could excavate the
Western wall of the pit which proved
to be 1’6" (0.46m) thick (four bricks).

Excavations outside this wall proved
nothing but infill and was therefore
backfilled. The pit was also deepened
as far as the machine could reach
about a further foot (0.3m) the bolts
still going down !

Although much infill was removed by
the digger little more was learnt about
the building, the siting and depth of
which remains a mystery. It was
decided that further deep digging
would be required to the S.E. of the
site in an attempt to find walls which
might denote the position of the
winding gear in line with one or both
of the shafts. Jon assured us the
digger would be available when we
needed it.

Only a small amount of iron objects
were found this day including a
further section of Curr rail. John Curr
is reputed to have been the inventor
of the first cast iron rails which were
extensively used in the
Coalbrookdale area from the mid
1790’s, a date which concurs with
that given in Earl Gower’s 1795-6
accounts for the purchase and the
pieces found on site.

The follow-on dig at the site in April
was postponed, as the farmer felt that
due to the size of the dig the landlord
(the Duchy of Cornwall) should be
consulted. We are currently awaiting
a decision from them before
undertaking any more work.

Above: Positioning the mini-digger at the start of the day, inside the building
to excavate the pit area with the 2 long holding down bolts.

Below: The digger at the Western end of the building, excavating the area
just outside the end (western) wall (it was only pit waste, so was back filled
later). Steve Holding (right) is standing in the possible crank or flywheel pit,
with the main part of the building excavated by the digger to the left.

Left:
David Poyner
raking through
the material
being removed
from the main
part of the
building by the
digger, checking
for artefacts.

All Pictures:
Kelvin Lake -
I.A.Recordings
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Shepherd v Brown.
Madeley County Court, Jan. 1909

About 1900 Beriah Shepherd opened
up a small mine at Wombridge and
called it Queenswood Pit. It was to
work the Yard Coal Seam and the
Yellowstone Ironstone Seam which
lay above it.

In 1904 Shepherd’s pits employed 7
underground and 4 on the surface
with S.Haywood as manager. He
drew up Special Rules for the mine
and had them approved on 28 May
1904.

By 1907 however the pit had been
‘mothballed’ and the Inspectors
reports for the following years show
it to be “not working”, but in 1910 it
states” re-opening in January 1911”
(it didn’t and was still not operating
in 1913). It ceases to appear in the
Official List of Mines in 1916 and
does not seem to have been re-
opened.

Some work seems to have been done
however, because a curious case
appears in the records of Madeley

County Court in January 1909. In
brief Beriah Shepherd, Colliery
Proprietor was sued by John Brown,
shaft sinker for 15 shillings for 3 days
work . Shepherd brought a counter-
claim for £1-6-0d for the value of
certain tools alleged to have been
lost while in the care of Brown.

Shepherd admitted that Brown had
worked for 3 days at 5 shillings per
day, but he was discharged “owing
to his irregularity of coming to work”.

Brown had recently done work for
Shepherd removing and refixing some
pit frames - in doing this he lost the
tools claimed for.

The Judge (Harris Lea) gave verdict
for Brown on both points but
disallowed him costs of bringing the
case to court. (He obviously wasn’t
completely satisfied of his
innocence!).

Note
According to a letter received by the

writer in the 1960s from Howard
Williams, an early member of the
Club, Beriah Shepherd was one of the
partners in the Eagle Ironworks at
Hollinswood and he also owned pits
at Mannerley Lane. He lived at
Ketley Bank Grange, was short in
stature, had a beard and was always
seen wearing a tall hat and morning
coat. (A typical local ‘big wig’.)

Shepherd was a fervent Methodist
Local Preacher and it is on record
that when preaching at the old
Morton Coppice Chapel, Horsehay,
one Sunday morning on the subject
of the Prodigal Son, he got so carried
away with his subject that he said,
one hand across his forehead, “I can
see him, friends, I can see him coming
over the yonder pit mound with the
arse out of his trousers.”

How will others remember us??
Ivor Brown

(based on Wellington Journal, Jan. 16
1909 and correspondence from
W.H.Williams)

“The Rats Pits”  Oakengates
During one of the digs at Pitchcroft,
Keith Lewis of the Shrewsbury &
Newport Canals Trust produced an
old photograph he had discovered
during a house
clearance.

The picture shows an
old beam engine at
“Rat Pit, Oakengates,
1899, G.F.Hill, The
Nabb”.

Comparing this
picture with the one
of the “Rats Pits” in
Ivor Brown’s “The
Mines of
Shropshire”, page 16,
(Moorland, 1976), it
does appear to be the
same engine, with the
photograph probably
taken at the same time
and by the same
photographer.

The engine is a
rotative, double

acting beam engine. On the main axle
are the remains of two flat rope
spools (nearest the camera), a larger
‘pulley’ wheel - which was probably

for a wooden band brake and a large
gear wheel. The gear connects to the
engine crank shaft via a smaller gear
next to the flywheel.
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Snailbeach District Railway Hopper Wagon
Rebuilt November 2008 - April 2009

It only took Barry Ellis four months to turn the rotten
SDR wagon chassis (delivered to him at the end of
November) into a completely restored  item!

Based largely on old photographs, the restoration has
certainly been successful and the wagon now has
pride of place in the loco shed at Snailbeach.

Unloading it from Barry’s trailer went quite well (it
weighed nearly 2 tonnes!), although it took a while to
manoeuvre the trailer into position so that ramps could
be placed to “roll” the wagon straight down onto the
rails leading into the loco shed.

Once everything was in position it was a simple matter
of a few ‘helping-hands’ to push the wagon off the
trailer.

Pausing only briefly for a photo-opportunity before
retiring to the pub for lunch!

Right: The ‘helpers’ who unloaded
the wagon.

Left to right: Nick Southwick, Chris ,
Jenny Coyle (in the hopper), Peter
Sheldrake, Emma Coyle (in hopper),
John Davies, Andy Coyle, Barry Ellis
and his borther-in-law.

Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings
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Persons present: Steve Holding,
Mark Cox, Natasha Bridges and Ian
Davies

Once again on a cold foggy Monday
morning, we headed towards Mid-
Wales and once past Llangurig the
sun came out and the fog cleared
revealing a lovely crisp day in the
Rheidol valley.

We parked the car in the same layby
and got kitted out in caving gear and
set off down the gorge.

We followed the track down to the
Rheidol valley railway, and headed to
the mouth of the Rhiwrugos Midway
adit where we got kitted up with SRT
gear and entered the adit. Stepping
over the hole in the floor at the cross
roads, which appears to be a deep
shaft we went along the left hand
branch to the worked vein where the
two spits had been placed in the rock
face.

We put two hangers in place and
rigged a 50 m rope. Ian Davies
dropped down the stope and landed
on to a stack of deads some 30 foot
down in the stope. The stope
continued down an unknown depth
below the stack of deads. Mark Cox
followed and joined Ian on the stack
of deads, it was agreed that the rope
did not go down the full depth of the
stope and that it would be better to
return at a later date.

If a return trip is planned then it
would be advisable to take the drill
and put in place new bolts at the
head of the pitch and try to avoid the
very obvious rub point. It would also
be advisable to drop down to the
stack of deads and put in two further
bolts and rig a rebelay.

From the Ordnance survey map there
appears to be a vertical drop of
approx 80m (262 ft) from the Midway
adit mouth and the Main adit in the
valley floor.

Returning back to the cross roads we
turned left and followed the tunnel to
the branch on the right with the rails
in the floor. Again we where in a
worked vein and Steve Holding

Return trip to Rheidol United Mines - 22nd Decemberber 2008
Ian Davies

rigged a rope and descend into the
lower area of the stope. He
descended bout 15 foot in to what
appears to be the bottom of the
stope, the galena vein is visable in a
side wall but is very thin.

When we came out into daylight we
decided to try and find the reported
adits further up the gorge, we found
one which we believe to be the coffin
level as mentioned in NMRS article
No. 27. We entered the level and
followed it to its end some 100 yards
in length, the tunnel went in straight
and half way in doglegged to the
right ending in a winze of unknown
depth, there appeared to be no
obvious means of descending.

We exited the adit and made our way
up the gorge to try and find the path
to the Nantglas uchaf adit. Mark
however explored further up the
gorge and located a further adit

which he reported to be full of water
up to thigh deep ending in a collapse.

We located the large spoil heap and
Nantglas uchaf adit entrance and
entered the mine. The tunnel went in
some distance with a number of
branchs, the first branch to the left
went for approx 100 foot and had
been backfilled. The main tunnel
ended in a fall, there was no stoping
evident.

After exiting the adit we made the
long slog back up the hill to the car.
At the top of the gorge SCMC came
to the rescue of a distressed sheep
whose head / fleece had become
entangled in the wire fence. The
sheep was obviously distressed at
the sight of three brightly clad
English men / woman approaching
from behind. However he was
released unharmed and rushed away
to join his mates with out a thankyou.

Above: Remains of buildings, workings and spoil tips on the Nantglas
uchaf and Rhiwrugos areas of the Rheidol valley.

Picture: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings
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Working Mines in Cornwall, 40 Years Ago
Ivor J. Brown

Above and Below: Levant Mine in 1970.

The writer and Ken Lock spent over a week studying
these working mines in 1970. It was the height of the tin-
mining revival and there was an air of great anticipation
around. A brief note on some of the mines visited
follows.

Levant
This had recently re-opened following the filling of a
break in the sea bed with concrete and the old
underground workings and shaft were being cleared out.
About 20 men (mainly contractors) were employed and
accessible workings were said to go about 200 yards
each way along the main vein. A timber headframe was in
use. The old engine house (still complete with steam
engine) contained many artifacts found in the old mine,
including the traditional miners barrow being inspected
by Ken Lock (below).

Geevor
The mine employed 285 men (half underground). It had
an extensive surface mill, three main shafts and an adit.
We went down Treweeks Shaft, around the underground
workings and returned up Wethered Shaft. Contractors
‘Foraky’ were deepening Treweeks Shafts at the time of
the visit. The winding engines were electric and the locos
underground were also electric Greenwood & Batley
(small) and Clayton (large), both type used batteries. The
level roadways were 7ft x 6ft, with 6ft. thick floor, stoping
in the near vertical vein was by over-
hand.

There were 3 companies of men (two
men in each) in the area visited,
earning about £50 per week. Day
workers earned about £17 plus
bonus. The mine is connected
underground to Levant. Geevor
finally closed in 1990.

Upper Right: Treweeks Shaft,
Geevor Mine.

Right: Wethered Shaft, Geevor Mine

All Pictures: Ivor Brown
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Working Mines in Cornwall, 40 Years Ago
Continued ...

Left: The new shaft at Pendarves.

Above: View towards Robinsons shaft, South Crofty
Mine. Winding engine house on left with headframe
behind the wooden clad building where tubs were run
off the cage for tipping.

The chimney and part of the Cornish pumping engine
house visible behind the headframe.

Pendarves (Camborne Mines Ltd.)
A new shaft was being sunk (Thyssen Contractors) and
was about 800ft. deep, 15ft. diameter with three
compartments (hoisting, men & materials and services-
pipes, cables and ladderway).

They had commenced blocking out new working areas
and were re-opening the old Bennetts shaft. Over 50
persons were employed and increasing rapidly. A large
new steel headframe and electric winder was on site.

South Crofty
The mine was made up of 12 old mines, but two main
shafts in use; Robinsons (with recently stopped Cornish
Pump alongside) and New Cooks Kitchen (used for
hoisting rock and minerals).

We went down Robinsons shaft to 336 fathom level, the
shaft had recently been sunk to 380 fathom level. Nine
levels were in use, all about 20 fathoms apart. Underhand
stoping was in use, leaving 4ft. floor pillars.

Two man teams were used throughout the workings, with
a lot of foreign labour. The mine was producing tin, iron,
copper and tungsten and was very hot and humid.
About 450 men were employed, half of which were on the
surface.

Above: New Cooks Kitchen headrame and winder,
South Crofty Mine.

Right: Headframe and cages at Robinsons Shaft with
the Cornish beam pumping engine house on the right.



10 “Below” 2009.2

Working Mines in Cornwall, 40 Years Ago
Continued ...

Wheal Jane (Consolidated Goldfields Ltd.)
The first large new mine to be developed in Cornwall
for 50 years. Old Wheal Jane mine had been re-opened,
Clemow’s shaft had been deepened and a new 14ft.
diameter shaft was being sunk (by Thyssens).

The shafts had separate large steel headframes (see
picture right). A dressing plant was being constructed
nearby, to be completed and in production in 1971. The
mine closed in 1991.

Surface Visits
Two surface operations, Hydraulic Tin at Bissoe and Tolgus Tin, were also
visited. Visits were made to the Holman Company’s Museum and it’s Test
Mine near Troon. Large adits give
access to about 800 yards of large
section passage with side passage
containing test rigs together with two
small stope workings. About 12
workers employed mainly on research.
Lack of time prevented a visit to the
Cambourne School of Mines operations
at King Edward Mine and Great
Condurrow Mine.

Wheal Agar steam pump and East Pool
steam winder, both preserved by the
National Trust, were seen in passing as
well as many disused mines in various
states of dereliction.

All deep mines are now closed
although part of South Crofty is being
re-opened and Geevor has been
converted to a tourist mine.

Mount Wellington (Cornwall Tin & Mining
Corporation)
This mine adjoined the above property. A new 15ft. diameter shaft, about 100
ft. deep was being sunk - to eventually reach 600 ft. deep. At the time of the
visit it was regarded as a trial shaft.

West Wheal Peevor (Barcas Mining Co. Ltd.)
The old pumping shaft in front of the Cornish Engine house was being re-
opened, but they had started packing up (water had beaten them). The
headframe, engine house and workshops were being dismantled and the
shaft capped.

Right: West
Wheal Peevor

Cornish engine
house.

Left: The
entrance to the
Holman Test
Mine.

Above: East Pool Whim

Left: Wheal Agar pumping engine
and house.
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What the Papers Said - Last miner to be killed at Moat Hall
from the collection of Howard Davies, submitted by Andy Wood

The Shrewsbury Borough
Coroner, Mr. R.E.Clarke, held an
inquest at the Royal Oak, Hook-a-
Gate,  near Shrewsbury,  on
Wednesday, on the body of David
Titley, of Hook-a-Gate, who was
killed by a fall of stone whilst
following his employment as a
miner at the Moat Hall Colliery,
near Shrewsbury, the previous
morning.

Mr. T.H.Bull ,  Government
Inspector of Mines, and Mr. Wm.
Latham, Shropshire Miners’
Federation, were present.

Evidence of identification was
given by Joshua Titley, Meole Brace,
who said he was employed  at the
pit head at Moat Hall Colliery. His
brother was aged 52, and he lived
at Rose Cottage, Hook-a-Gate.
Deceased had been employed at
the Moat Hall Colliery as a miner
for about 20 years, and was one of
the most experienced men down
the mine. He was survived by a
widow and six children, the eldest
of whom was about 15 and the
youngest five. Witness had never
heard his brother complaining
about the workings at the colliery,
nor as to there being an insufficient
number of props. Witness worked
down the mine himself a number
of years before the war, and he
always found that there were plenty
of props. He had never known the
mine to be dangerous from
slipping; and he believed there had
never before been a fatal accident
there since the colliery began.

Richard Jones, Lyth Bank, said he
had worked at the Moat Hall mine
for 8 years as a coal miner and he
was working along with the
deceased on the previous day.
Deceased  had finished “clearing
up” about 7-10 am, and h a v i n g

been underneath the “low” and
examined the whole working
thoroughly he reported that
everything was all right. Witness
and he then commenced to “put
the pack on,” and the next thing he
(Witness) heard was a shout. He
turned round and saw a great clod
of dirt or stone on the ground
with the deceased lying underneath.
The weight of the stone was
anything from a ton to 25 cwts,
Continuing, witness said there were
plenty of props provided at that
particular place, but there must
have been a fall in the roof. There
was plenty of assistance at hand to
extricate the deceased from
beneath the stone, but he was quite
dead when he (witness) returned
later with a stretcher.

PLENTY OF PROPS.
Replying to the Government
Inspector, witness said he did not
notice a slip anywhere before the
accident. The stone fell quite
suddenly without any warning.
There were three props under the
roof and they were all properly
set. There were plenty of spare
props about seven yards away from
Where they were working had the
deceased thought fit to want them.

Replying to Mr. Latham. Witness
agreed it was much safer to have
the “brow” nearer the coal face
than have it six yards back as it was
in this case.

The Coroner said the evidence
pointed to the accident being a
purely accidental one, and said his
Verdict would be accordingly, but
on the suggestion Of Mr. Latham
he agreed to hear the further
evidence of the fireman.

Mr. Latham said he did not suggest
there had been negligence, on the

part of anybody, but he thought
the Coroner should have the
testimony of the fireman to
ascertain whether or not the Mines
Regulations had been strictly
carried out at this particular colliery.

Wm. Ed. Carswell, Rose Cottage,
Annscroft, fireman at the Moat
Hall Colliery, was called, and was
interrogated by the Government
Inspector. Mr. Latham, after the
first question had been put,
remarked : “That’s better —Mr.
Bull gets his living at this kind of
thing,’ Mr. Coroner.”

Witness said he thoroughly
inspected the place where the last
witness and the deceased were
working and he was perfectly
satisfied that it was safe. He was
surprised at the accident happening
as it was not possible to see a slip
before. Witness was satisfied with
the supplies of timber, and he
thought a slip was the cause of the
fall.

The Coroner returned a verdict of
“accidental death.” and expressed
his sorrow for the widow and
family. He had, he said, Known
the family a good many years, and
one of the deceased’s brothers had
worked for him.

Mr. Latham remarked it was a pity
that in these civilised times the
widow would receive only the
statutory £300 with which to
support her six children. he did
not think it was the right thing.

The Coroner: “Well, I suppose if I
got killed I should have nothing
for my family.”

Mr. Latham said he doubted it as
the authorities would see to that.

COLLIER KILLED IN COALMINE - FATAL ACCIDENT AT HOOK-A-GATE
EVIDENCE AT THE INQUEST

Shrewsbury  Chronicle 4th June 1920,
page 4
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Caphouse Colliery Visit
Ivor Brown

On 15th November, 2008 four
members of the Club attended the
NAMHO Council meeting at
Caphouse Colliery (representing
several organisations). After the
meeting the party went on an
extended underground tour of the
mine. This involved descending the

134m shaft (electro-hydraulic winder)
passing the drainage level and Old
Hard Seam insets, walking through
the museum level workings (in the
New Hards Seam, passing en-route
the new drivage being made to
connect the two shaft bottoms (Main
winding shaft to Furnace Shaft).

After inspecting the displays the
party travelled the 200m connection
drift to the 1974 Dog-leg drift to
surface. The Dog-leg drift, with a
transfer or engine-level at about 80m
depth has two sections of which the
party climbed the bottom section for
about 200m at 1 in 4 and the top
section, 250m also at 1 in 4.

This route provided the conveyor
road for the mine when working from
1974 to 1985 and is now used for
emergency purposes only. It is about
to be repaired, including the
conveyor, at a cost of over £1 million.

At the time of the visit it was found
that the main scheme to double the
length of the accessible underground
tourist route had not yet commenced.



13“Below” 2009.2

On the evening of 29th July, a number of intrepid club
members journeyed to the outer reaches of the county
to investigate a ‘sink hole’ in a farmer’s field at
Cynynion, near Rhydycroesau, very nearly in Wales.

Earlier this year, a slurry tanker sank up to its axle in a
soft spot at the edge of Mr Edgar Evans field. Over a
short period afterwards, this opened up into a 3m deep
hole about 1.5m across with an outlet at the base. There
was considerable curiosity as to where the 6-8 cubic
metres of material had disappeared to.

Gordon Hillier, geologist and (until this year) club
member, who was also present, describes it as “a
recently formed ‘collapse’ feature in glacial drift
deposits with a surface layer of fairly fine clay with
small rock fragments, underlain by clay with larger
boulders and smaller rock fragments.” To the rest of us,
it was just mud!

Andy Harris brought a ladder and we all took turns
climbing down into the hole and peering into the outlet
but it was impossible to see far and it had a marked
downward slope with a sharp bend at the limit of vision.
We had hoped it might lead down into a genuine sink
hole in the underlying rock, but this does not appear to
be the case and although there is some rock present, it
might just be a boulder.

One side of the main hole exhibited signs of a serious
crack and even the adventurous amongst us baulked at
going far into the outlet as it would have proved very
difficult to reverse back out, uphill and with only mud to
push on. This, together with the risk of a collapse of the
lining curtailed our exploration efforts. However, Andy
dived back down the hole with his camera strapped to a
pole in an effort to ‘see’ round the bend.  The results
were a little disappointing; all we could see was muddy
hole!

Mr Evans plans to fill the hole with rocks to permit it to
continue acting as a drain, as this the lowest edge of
the field is where water always collects during heavy
rainfall.

Gordon says that it is not a proper ‘sink hole’, in the
sense of it being formed by glacial melt waters (this
being an area where several interesting glacio-fluvial
features are described in the geological literature). He
speculates that it may drain under the surface into the
real sinkhole a short distance away.

He further suggests that there may be a manmade
element in its origin. Some previous owner may have
attempted to dig some sort of drain to remove seasonal
rainwater, which was prevented from flowing freely
downwards on the surface by a man-made low
embankment forming the edge to a nearby quarry track.

Cynynion ‘Sink Hole’, 29th July 2008
Andy Wood

Above: The landowner at the ladder with locals and club
members peering knowledgeably (?) into the depths

Above: General view down sink hole from surface.

Pictures: Andy Wood

Below: Andy Harris, descending the hole feet first.
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This drainhole was subsequently
filled in but has gradually been
flushed out and enlarged by further
rainfall over many decades. However,
its origin remains open to question
and further detailed study of the
immediate surrounding features
might help to clarify its existence.

Hopefully, a dye test can be
organised in the winter to try to
determine where it empties.

Cynynion ‘Sink Hole’, 29th July 2008
Continued ...

Right: Another
angle of the view
into the sink hole,
from surface.

Left: The “Andy Cam” view
down the sink hole.

Below: Andy Harris on his way to the
centre of the earth!
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Burgam Mine 1959 - 50 Years Ago
Ivor Brown

Fifty years ago the area around
South Shropshire Mines was
humming with excitement. Burgam
Mine was active once again.
Manager Tom Rowson and his
partner, Norman Evans were digging
trenches, driving tunnels and
washing ore (in a tin bath, the
remains of which can still be seen on
site with a tree growing through it).

Others too, including a blaster from
Newport and a miner from Madeley
Wood, were also ‘helping out’.

The press showed great interest, the
Manchester Guardian (March 7,
1959), the Shropshire Star (April 4,
1959, see article right) and then the
Shropshire Magazine (November
1960).

Members of the newly formed
Shropshire Mining Club were soon
looking around, on 6th March 1960
and 5th February 1961 according to
Account No.2 (but this was before
the Club Officially formed).

Alas the optimism was rather short
lived, the last work done was in 1962,
(See “Burgam - Shropshire’s Last
Working Metal Mine 1957-1963” by
Ivor J.Brown in PDMHS ‘Mining
History’, Winter 1990 and West
Shropshire Mining Fields, Tempus
2001 for history and photographs).

A FLICKERING pinpoint of naked
flame leads the way through the low
and narrow passage: dank and pitch
black, where the smell of candle grease
mingles with that of freshly turned
earth and slimy rock.
Suddenly, there it is; a thin greyish
streak running horizontally through
the Stiperstones rock. An anticlimax to
the man in the street who has painfully
struggled the length of the 100-yard
shaft to catch a glimpse of a lead seam.
But to Norman Evans and Tom
Rowson, who between them work
Burgam Lead Mine, between Snailbeach
and The Bog, south-west of
Shrewsbury, this seam means bread
and butter and something else.
It means that their six year search for
renewed prosperity in the last remaining
mine in the Stiperstones can continue.
LEAD  APLENTY?
Should the seam suddenly end there
would be, in that primitively hewn hole
in the ground, two miserable men. For
both Tom and Norman are working
with the confidence that there is lead
aplenty hidden down here in the bowels
of the earth.
Burgam Mine looks for all the world as
though it is a Godly creation, brought
about by some divine power not, as it
really is hewn out by the sweat and toil
of weakly humans.
But the strength of this grim mountain
range has been matched, and to some
extent beaten, by these two men who
know little of modern mine working.
The mine, if indeed, it can be called
such, opens into the mountain like an
enlarged fox lair into which any
unsuspecting walker might fall.
From the opening it stumbles a further
90 yards into the strata before taking a
sharp right angled turn and coming to
a halt. And there, at the end is the
substance which has made all this effort
necessary.
IN CANDLELIGHT
When Tom and Norman get to work
on this thin streak there is no
reverberating clatter of machine drills
and no muffled explosions and smell
of cordite.

Only the clanking of a heavy and slightly
rusty hand drill, the flickering light of a
candle and the glow of a cigarette in the
corner of Tom’s mouth.
The puffs of smoke come more
frequently from Tom as the drill bites
deeper into the rock, and suddenly, as
Tom puts it, “Clonk, out she comes”
- a piece of rock containing the grey
seam.
The process is repeated until an old and
slightly rusty, wheelbarrow is filled. It
is then wheeled out of the cavern into
the bright Shropshire sunshine and the
fresh breeze which sweeps over the
mine, but seldom enters it to give a
change of air.
UNKNOWN DESTINATION
The ore is dumped outside the mine
entrance, and occasionally a lorry collects
it and conveys it to - as far as Tom and
Norman are concerned -some unknown
part of the country.
In six years Tom and Norman have
tunnelled over 100 yards into the
Stiperstones and in all that time they
have mined only 7cwt. of lead ore,
which, at today’s price, is worth jus:
over £450.
The effort, nevertheless, is maintained,
and the result, however trivial at the
moment, is attained with an eye to the
future. Tom and Norman have views,
which are shared by many of their fellow
Stiperstones dwellers, that the hills are
rich in mineral deposits, including lead.
Soon, they feel, they will strike it rich
with a big lead seam.
If they do, it won’t produce a rush to
the hills as would gold. It will produce
merely an influx into the territory of a
few more men to share the work in
which Tom and Norman have been
happily engaged these past years.
Sitting in the sunshine eating their
sandwich lunches in the good, clean air,
there seemed  a  lot to be said for the
kind of life Tom and Norman lead.
But back in the dark mine, where one
has to have cat-like eyes and be for ever
on the listen for the warning sound of
creaking pit props. I thought: Leave it
to the tough men!

HOPING FOR RICH STRIKE IN
STIPERSTONES MINE

Express & Star, April 4 1959

Above: Ivor Brown helping out at
Burgam in 1959 - wheeling out the
ore.

Picture: I.J.Brown
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Foreign News Round-Up
and “What the Papers Said”

Tanzania Mine Collapse
At least 11 people are killed after a
collapse at a gold mine in north-
western Tanzania at the town of
Geita, on 29th March, 2009.

The miners were using hand tools to
dig a shaft when a wall gave way as
they reached a depth of around 140m
(460ft).

Eleven miners were registered as
being inside the pit when the
accident occurred, but officials say
the true death toll could be higher as
it is common for some prospectors
not to bother registering when they
descend.

Geita has attracted miners since gold
was discovered during colonial times
in the early 1900s, although the
prospectors' activities are highly
unregulated, resulting in dangerous
practices.

BBC News 30th March 2009

Zambian Copper
Redundancies
Zambia's biggest copper mining
company, Konkola Copper Mines,
laid off 1,300 workers in April due to
the fall in both demand and copper
prices.

The redundancies represent about
10% of the company's entire
workforce.

Many of Zambia's mining companies
have been forced to make dramatic
job cuts during the global economic
downturn.

In March the Mineworkers' Union of
Zambia said about 8,200 jobs had
been lost in the sector since
December 2008.

Copper accounts for a large
proportion of Zambia's exports. In the
summer of 2008 the price of copper
was almost $8,000 (£5,500) a tonne,
by December it had dropped to  just
over $2,800 a tonne, although it has
recovered slightly to more than
$4,500 a tonne after a major stimulus
package in China, the world's biggest
consumer of copper, raised hopes
that demand for the metal would
increase.

BBC News, 9th April, 2009

Rio Tinto Aluminium
Output Reduced
As global metal prices fall, mining
giant Rio Tinto has been cutting back
on production. First-quarter (2009)
aluminium output fell 6%, and its iron
ore production dropped by 15%.

It comes as Rio holds its annual
general meeting in London, when a
vote is expected on whether to
accept investment from China's
Chinalco.

The state-owned Chinese aluminium
firm, Rio's biggest shareholder, is
proposing buying stakes in some of
Rio's assets and taking more equity
in the company.

This seems to be a recurring theme
with China buying large stakes in
many of the world’s leading mining
companies.

If this deal is approved it could mean
$19.5bn (£13.1bn) being invested in
the Anglo-Australian firm.

Rio Tinto has been the world's top
aluminium maker since 2007 after
buying Canada's Alcan.

BBC News, 15th April 2009

Oz Agrees China Sale
Australian miner Oz Minerals has
agreed a takeover offer from China's
Minmetals that will solve its debt
crisis and secure its future.

The $1.2bn (£810m) deal for the
world's second-biggest zinc miner
should go through in June, subject to
regulatory and shareholder approval.

The Australian government rejected
the original $1.7bn offer on security
grounds, as the Prominent Hill
copper and gold mine was located
near a weapons-testing range in the
outback. The new deal excludes the
mine entirely.

Chinese firms have made a number of
bids for Australian mines recently.

BBC News, 14th April 2009

Guinea Mine Accident
At least 13 people in Guinea have
died and five are badly injured after a
gold mine they were working in
caved in. Ten people were
unaccounted for.

The mine where the accident
occurred is near the village of
Marella, near Siguiri, 600km (372
miles) north of the capital, Conakry.

The area is rich in gold deposits,
which are mined by giant multi-
national firms and by members of the
local population, who often take big
risks in their search for gold.

In some cases, people descend as
deep as 70m without protection or
protective gear.

BBC News, 8th May 2009

ATTEMPT TO SACRIFICE LIFE
BY CUTTING A PIT ROPE

A diabolical attempt to cut a pit
rope was made a few days ago at
the pit of Francis Upton, called the
“workman’s pit,” at Coalpit Bank,
and the dreadful consequences of
which were prevented under rather
singular circumstances,
Enoch Upton, a son of the charter-
master, when about to descend
the pit in the morning, advised the
colliers to examine the pit rope, as
he had dreamed that it was cut. On
examination this was found to be
the case, the rope being nearly
severed just below the pulley.
No clue has yet been obtained to
the perpetrator of this fiendish act.
A few years ago a similar atrocious
offence was committed at Ketley,
when unfortunately there was no
“dreamer” present, and the lives
of several poor colliers were
sacrif iced, and the cowardly
offenders never discovered.
Wellington Journal, January 15, 1859.

Coalpit Bank was in the Ketley area.
Submitted by Ray Rushton
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Shropshire Miners’ Reunion Service, Madeley,
Sunday July 5th 2009

Following the success of a similar
event to mark the 40th Anniversary
of the closure of Kemberton Pit,
Madeley in 2006 it has been decided
to hold a service to mark the closure
of Shropshire’s last colliery, the
Granville Pit, in 1979.

When the Madeley Pit closed in 1967
over 350 of its miners were
transferred to Granville and the
Granville Pit’s employment figure
rose to about 900 men. Twelve years
later on 21st May 1979 Granville too
closed and the miners lost their jobs
there. The last Shropshire pit had
closed and over 700 years of coal
mining had come to an end.

On 29th June 1979 the last of the
miners, retained on salvage work,
walked behind the Shropshire
Miners’ Union banner from Madeley
Court School through Madeley to the
Blists Hill Site of the Ironbridge
Gorge Museum. Here the banner was
“laid up” at a short service led by a
Madeley Band although a Miners’
Union leader stressed that they
hoped this would only be temporary.
They hoped that some time in the
future another generation of miners
would need it.

This has not yet happened but the
Museum have promised that the
banner will be out again on July 5th
2009 for the reunion service in
Fletcher Methodist Church, Court
Street, Madeley at 2.30pm. The
service will be led by Rev. Colin
Richards, a former Madeley miner,
and other former mine workers will
take part. All Shropshire miners from
the Telford area, Highley and Ifton,
their families and friends will be most
welcome. There will be an exhibition
and time for a chat in the schoolroom
behind the church afterwards.
Refreshments will be available.

It is hoped to remember too the
hundreds of miners who lost their
lives or their health in Shropshire
mines over the years and particularly
the seven men who died in the
Madeley pit disaster nearly 100 years
ago. On 4th December 1910 the

winding rope
broke at
Kemberton Pit,
five men and two
fourteen year old
boys were killed
in what became
the last major pit
disaster in
Shropshire. As
yet there is no
common
memorial to all
these miners as
there is to the
nine miners who died working for the
same company in 1864.

There are also plans for a ‘miners’
walk on Saturday 4th July 2009 and
for an evening lecture on Friday 26th
June at 7.30pm at the Coalbrookdale
Museum.

Methodist Church with an
exhibition of local mining
memorabilia. Arranged by
Madeley Living History Project.

Further details can be obtained from:
Mrs Shelagh Lewis,
c/o Madeley Living History Project
Jubilee House, 74 High Street,
Madeley, Telford TF7 5AH.
shelagh@madeleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Or the organiser, also a former
Madeley miner:
Dr Ivor Brown, 95 Manygates Lane,
Sandal, Wakefield,
West Yorks. WF2 7DL.

Above: One of the Granville
headframes and pithead buildings,
1979.

Below: Granville Pithead, tippler and
creeper system. August 1979.
Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings

Dates to Note.
Friday 26th June at 7.30pm,

Coalbrookdale Museum. Talk by
Dr Ivor Brown on ‘The Last of the
Shropshire Miners’ Arranged by
the Ironbridge Gorge Museum
Friends.

Saturday 4th July .Walk around the
Granville Country Park - site of the
last working coal mine in
Shropshire, 21st May 1979. Meet
at the Country Park Car park at
2pm. Arranged by Shropshire
Caving and Mining Club.

Sunday 5th July Reunion Service
2.30pm at Madeley Fletcher
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Books, Library, and News

The Lead, Copper & Barytes Mines of Shropshire
Author Michael Shaw, (publisher
Logaston press).

A lot has been written over the years
about Shropshire metal mines,
however it has mainly concentrated
on the larger and more famous lead
mines, with occasional mention of the
copper and barytes mines.

While SCMC Accounts and Journals
have often carried articles about the
more obscure sites, there has long
been a need to try and pull together
all these strands of information into a
coherent publication. In this aim
Mike Shaw has been very successful.

He has spent years researching
records and books, talking to
surviving miners, members of their
families, SCMC members and tracking
down original documents and the
sites of numerous mines - many of
which only lasted a year or two!

Although not really a book for the
‘public’, it does make a good read,
with the first few chapters covering

the early mining history of
Shropshire, the products and
processes, before delving off into the
different mining areas and covering
the mines in more detail, so it will
have general appeal.

There are plenty of interesting
snippets and facts to keep
‘enthusiasts’ engaged - for example
Mike has made an excellent job of
trying to untangle the ownership
history of Bog Mine (which seemed
to change owners almost every year
at one time!), plus uncovering the
histories of a lot of small mines.

Coupled with the extensive gazetteer,
and references section this is a book
that after the first read, will become a
valuable reference for mining
historians - not to mention Club and
Trust members looking to visit some
of the sites mentioned!

This book is well worth adding to
your library as it successfully plugs a
gap in Shropshire mining history,
pulling together histories of little

known mines, along with the more
famous ones.

Kelvin

ISBN: 978-906663-09-4
Softback, 320 pages, over 200 b&w
photographs, drawings and plans.
Price £12.95.

Available from Mike Moore or online
at  www.moorebooks.co.uk

Library Additions
Shropshire Mines Trust
Newsletter, No.50 Spring 2009.

North Wales Caving Club
Newsletter, Issue 310, January-
March 2009. Contains an item about
the proposals to create a Show Cave
at Minera, in Minera Quarry where
the entrances to ODB, Llyn Du’s
Ragmans passage and several other
possible cave sites exist.

Mendip Caving Group, MCG
News, 352 September 2008.

Mendip Caving Group, MCG
News, 353 October 2008. Contains
reports on trips to Korea and France
(for the Vecoors 2008 conference.
including the effort involved in
translating the conference papers
from French into English for the
organisers).

The Lead, Copper & Barytes
Mines of Shropshire, by Michael
Shaw.

NAMHO 2009
The 2009 Conference is being held at
Matlock, Derbyshire from Friday
19th June to Monday 22nd June.
Hosted by the Peak District Mines
Historical Society with a theme
“Mining Landscapes”, the event will
celebrate not only 30 years of
NAMHO but also the 50th
anniversary of PDMHS.

There is still time to book for the
conference. Andy Wood has booked
a camp site at a pub for Club
members - so if you you want to
camp check with Andy for spaces

More details and booking forms are
now available on:

www.namhoconference.org.uk

15th International
Congress of Speleology

19th to 26th July
 “Karst Horizons”, Schreiner
University, Kerrville, Texas, USA.
More details on the web site

www.ics2009.us

The mission room is the old Ore
House at Snailbeach.

Snailbeach News, March 2009
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Books and Videos

'Mongst More Mines

for details of availability visit: www.iarecordings.org

EXPLORATION OF SOUTHWESTERN MINES ABOVE &
BELOW GROUND

The 2007 NAMHO conference was
held at Morwellham Quay by the
river Tamar. The organisers arranged
special visits to many mines in
Devon and Cornwall and this
Compilation features some of them. A
group from the Club spent the
following week exploring more
Cornish mines and many visits are
featured here.

The DVD starts with a look round
Morwellham Quay including a brief
look at George & Charlotte copper
mine. Then we visit Excelsior tunnel,
have a guided surface tour of the
superbly preserved Kelly mine
including the dressing mill, and
explore various levels of Great Rock
shiny ore mine underground.

In Cornwall we visit the excellent
Blue Hills tin streams, take a stroll
round the St. Agnes area, attend a
specially arranged visit to Wheal
Peevor before it was opened to the
public, re-visit the always interesting
Taylor’s shaft and Michell’s shaft
National Trust preserved Cornish
engines in Pool and examine mines of
the Basset sett after conservation for
the UNESCO world heritage
site.

A look round the splendid
King Edward dressing mill is
followed by a visit to nearby
Wheal Grenville stamps, then
we have a quick look at a
variety of sites: Brea tin
streaming works, South
Crofty’s New Roskear shaft,
the Red River near
Roscroggan and the Cornish
Gold Centre to see what
progress had been made with
the unique Tolgus tin
streaming works. Afterwards,
we stop briefly at St.Euny’s
churchyard to contemplate
the many miner’s
gravestones.

An invitation from Mark

Kaczmarek gave a welcome
opportunity to re-visit the Camborne
School of Mines (CSM) test mine. A
walk round the buildings at
Botallack on a fine sunny day is
followed by a visit to Geevor tin
mine, where we were very privileged
to be allowed to descend 79 metres of
ladders in Victory shaft to Deep Adit
level and explore it inland to a
dammed connection with the flooded
Levant mine, then out along the long
winding level to the exit in the
Trewellard cliffs.

Finally we see that the engine houses
of Wheal Trewavas near Rinsey cove
are just as impressive as Botallack,
after which we move to Bodmin and
mines around Caradon Hill: South
Phoenix, Phoenix United and Wheal
Jenkin near Minions, then end at the
extensive remains of South Caradon
copper mine.

In many ways, this Compilation
complements our popular 3-DVD
Production “’Mongst Mines and
Mine Explorers”.

£14.95 DVD
(£10 to Club Members at meetings)

Snailbeach Lead Mine
As part of its efforts to raise funding
for further restoration work at
Tankerville mine, the Shropshire
Mines Trust has published a new
book on Snailbeach. This book was
“purposely designed to be read by
someone with only a general
interest”, but it is far better than that.
The sections on the geology, history,
working and living conditions of the
miners are very accessible and
extremely well illustrated, with
photos, sketches and maps.  There
are also sections covering the
disaster at George’s Shaft, the
Snailbeach District Railway, the
mine’s wildlife, a glossary and a
descriptive tour of the surface and
underground.  For the more devoted
reader, there is a useful bibliography.

On a personal level, not having been
to Snailbeach for twenty years I am
heartened to see the improvements
made on this once derelict site.  It is a
credit to the work of the Shropshire
Mines Trust and I hope that mining
history enthusiasts will support them
by buying the book. Just the right
size to slip in your pocket as a field
guide.

Mike Gill

ISBN 978-0-9556081-2-4
Softback, 172 pages, 112 b&w
photographs, 23 drawings and maps.
Price £9 (£7.50 to Club members).

Available from Mike Moore or online
at  www.moorebooks.co.uk.
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Diary Dates
2009

Membership, Insurance &
BCA Rep: Mike Davies

Tackle: Andy Harris

First Aid Officer:

Librarian: Alan Robinson

Bat Officer:

Rescue Officer:
Neal Rushton

‘Below’ Editor, Publications:
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: Alan Taylor

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice-Chair: Tony Wilson

Secretary: Andrew Wood
 scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Eileen Bowen

Training Officer: Ian Davies

Conservation & NAMHO
Rep: Steve Holding

Club Officers

12th to 15th June: 8th International
Mining History Congress,
Penventon Park Hotel, Redruth.
Organised under the auspices of the
University of Exeter in Cornwall and
Geevor Mining Museum. More
details at:

www.huss.ex.ac.uk/history/imhc/

19th to 22nd June: NAMHO 2009
Conference ‘Mining Landscapes and
their Elements’. County Hall,
Matlock, Derbyshire. Hosted by Peak
District Mines Historical Society Ltd,
the conference will mark the 30th
Anniversary of NAMHO and the
50th Anniversary of PDMHS.
More details will appear on:

www.namhoconference.org.uk

19th to 26th July: 15th International
Congress of Speleology, “Karst
Horizons”, Schreiner University,
Kerrville, Texas, USA. More details
on the web site:  www.ics2009.us

25th to 27th September: “Hidden
Earth”, National Caving Conference,
Churchill Community School,
Mendip. Details available on:

hidden-earth.org.uk

The Learning Curve of Underground Digs...

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

New Web Address
Please note the new Club web site
address:

www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

You know the one thing
I’ve learnt from this dig?
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.. is how to run

REALLY FAST !!

whoosh!
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