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Library Additions
North Wales Caving Club:
Newsletter 284, April/May 2003.
Shropshire Mines Trust: Newsletter
No.26, March 2003.
Norfolk Mineral & Lapidary
Society: Stone Chat, Vol.23, No.4,
Summer 2003.

Hidden Earth
The BCRA National Conference
“Hidden Earth 03” has been moved
from Yorkshire to Hanley Castle High
School, Upton-upon-Severn. It is
understood that the move has been
due to some problems with the
Yorkshire venue, unfortunately not
only the venue has changed, but the
date too - 3rd -5th October, so it now
clashes with the Club Annual dinner
- if you are attending both events,
you’ve got a 2 hour drive from
Upton-upon-Severn to Nant Issa for
the dinner on Saturday night! For
more information visit the web site:

www.hidden-earth.org.uk

Miners Spar Boxes
Killhope Mining Museum have
managed to purchase seven North
Pennine and West Cumbrian spar
boxes thanks to a lottery grant. A
further grant will allow the museum to
put all of its spar boxes on display -
several are currently on display in the
upstairs room of the museum
entrance building. Spar boxes were
often made, and sold by miners as an
additional source of income. While
not to everyone’s tastes the boxes
range from simple mineral displays to
elaborate scenes made from an
assortment of minerals and crystals.

The museum believes that this is the
first time a significant amount of
museum space has been dedicated to
this miners’ craft. If anyone has any
information about spar boxes Ian
Forbes at Killhope, North of England
Lead Mining Museum would like to
hear from you. The display is due to
open next April.

Mine Walks
In May the Shropshire Star had a
short item on Club founder David
Adams’ guided walks around the
mines of Lilleshall and Newport
which he leads as part of the
Newport Festival. David originally
started his special Festival walk to fill
a gap in the Newport Festival
schedule 15 years ago. The first walk,
much to his amazement, attracted
over 150 people. These days he
organises 4 walks looking at various
aspects of mining in the area - this
year the focus was on limestone
mining in Lilleshall.

Miners Claims
Ex-coal miners from Shropshire’s
coalfields are being urged to claim
compensation for any diseases they
may have contracted as a result of
working underground. The present
advertising campaign is part of a
nationwide scheme aimed at
promoting the Miners Compensation
scheme. Former mine workers and the
families of deceased miners have
until March 31st, 2004 to make
applications to the scheme, before it
closes.

More than 120 ex-miners from the
Wrekin have already submitted
applications since the DTI launched
the scheme in 1998. The 36 whose
claims have already been settled
have received £238,036 of the £625
million which has so far been
awarded. For further information
contact the Department of Trade and
Industry on 020-7215 5000.

New Geology Trusts
On 1st May the ‘Geology Trusts’
was launched in England and Wales.
This new county based organisation
works in a similar way to its wildlife
equivalent. It currently comprises six
(Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and
Worcestershire, Shropshire,
Wariwckshire, Oxfordshire and
Wiltshire) of the leading county
based Geoconservation and Earth
Heritage Trusts in England. The main
aims of this umbrella group is to
promote Geoconservation and
Geotourism - one such project is to
try and get the Malvern and
Abberley Hills designated as the
UK’s second European Geopark
following in the footsteps of the
Marble Arch Caves and Cuilcagh
Mountain area of County Fermanagh
in Northern Ireland.

Jurassic Coast
Ninety five miles of coastline from
Old Harry’s Rocks at Studland Bay,
Dorest to the sandstone cliffs at
Exmouth, Devon have been
designated a World Heritage Site to
be known as the Jurassic Coast. The
region includes Purbeck, the Isle of
Portland, Lyme Regis, and Beer all
notable for their stone mines and
fossils. See: www.heritagecoast.org
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News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown

Shropshire Models
While helping prepare the Exhibition
‘Models in Mining’ at Caphouse
Colliery, National Museum of Coal
Mining, (tel: 01924-848806) which
runs until September, the writer has
tried to find the ‘model of the South
Shropshire Mines’ used at the 1866
exhibition - but failed. Does anyone
know if it still exists? (see article
elsewhere in this issue).

Opencast Clay Mine
It is understood that the Caughley
Opencast Clay and Coal Site,
Broseley has been taken over by
another company from Ibstock Brick
and that they have permission to
continue working for 20 years,
(output 140,000 tons, maximum depth
30 metres, employing 12 persons).
The archaeologists report does not
mention any particular features of
interest remaining on surface, but
says that some interesting artefacts
may be found during working. There
is no mention of underground
possibilities in the report but it is
known that some spectacular finds
have been made in old workings in
the past in this area.

Gorge Plan
Telford and Wrekin Council have
produced a Management Plan for the
Ironbridge Gorge Heritage Site. This
contains much information on, and
implications for, mining remains in
that area. Members interested are
recommended to get a copy from the
Council.

1800 Tunnel
(See query on p23 in the last issue of
“Below!”). The sunken garage was
visited in 13th June 2003, the doors
being found open.

The ‘garage’ was surveyed and it
was found that the place where the
1800 tunnel entered had been bricked
up and plastered over - as had the
place where it continued through the
opposite wall. The ‘garage’ is next to
No. 2A, New Road on the left as the
hill is climbed from the ‘Malthouse’
(formerly Talbot Inn).

Bath Arms
The Bath Arms (Minsterley), has
closed and been subsequently
demolished. New houses have been
built on the site and are nearing
completion. The Bath Arms was
probably the last survivor of the inns
“dedicated” to the South Shropshire
mineral owners. Others were
Tankerville Arms (Hope), More Arms
(Linley), Clive Arms (Powis family -
The Grits) & The Crown (Pennerley).

Quarry Report
English Heritage have completed the
Quarry Industry Report Step 3 in
their Monument Protection
Programme. Nine Shropshire quarries
have been assessed:

Llanymynech (GR: 264 215),
Dolgoth (GR: 277 247),
Empstry (GR: 520 109),
Colliers Side (GR: 735 165),
Titterstone (GR: 595 776),
Brown Clee (NGR: 595 865),
Alveley (GR: 757 847) and
Benthall Edge (GR:660 030).

The document is available for
consultation.

Reynolds Tunnels
About 70 persons attended the talks
by IJB and others on William
Reynolds and his tunnels during the
bicentenary celebrations at
Coalbrookdale. More tunnels were
‘found’ during the discussion. A
similar number visited many of the
tunnel sites on the following day.
Extensions to the tunnels at Ketley
Hill (see Journal No.3) have been
found.

Quote of the conference, Barrie
Trinder read an extract from a letter
dated 17/01/1802, William Williams to
James Watt - “I am staying 3 days
with William Reynolds, he is very
busy, and must have spent a very
large sum of money exploring the
bowels of Madeley”. He had been
busy driving tunnels and sinking
shafts.

Miners Grave
Money has been found to renovate

the communal miners’ grave in
Madeley Churchyard - so far
however, only the earth footpath to it
has been paved and some shrubs
removed.

Johnston Group
The annual report of the Johnston
Group, 2002, owners of Shropshire’s
Leaton Quarry, says that last year
‘profits’ exceeded all previous
results, and that Leaton had a new
planning permission of 5.2 million
tonnes, giving them a future of 25
years at present rates of extraction.

Crows Nest Cottage
There is an early photograph of an
old miners’ cottage at Crows Nest
Dingle in the “Wellington Journal” of
12th Feb. 1915. It accompanies a full
description of the fatal shooting of a
young woman by her father. There is
also mention of the Crows Nest Pub
(innkeeper William Mansell) and the
Quarry Foreman William Preece. This
incident is also mentioned in “Never
on Sunday”!Ladywood Sold
The land on which the mining
remains in Ladywood has recently
been sold (for development?). If the
Club wish to record or preserve some
of these, action should be taken now.

Worth a Visit
Acorn Bank Watermill, Temple
Sowerby near Penrith, (now National
Trust), partly restored, one wheel
works occassionally. A waterwheel
here was used to drive, by an endless
wire rope, a surface pump and the
main drift haulage from Acorn Bank
Gypsum Mine in the first half of the
1900’s. Haulage was carried out from
7am to 4pm, the mine closed about
1940. (In 1937 it was owned by the
Carlisle Plaster & Cement Co.
K.Boazman was manager, it employed
34 underground and 2 on the surface.
It produced gypsum and anhydrite
and had electricity underground.). No
evidence of the mine can now be
seen and it is heavily overgrown. If
the propsal to restore the waterwheel
winder is completed it will be unique
in the uk.
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Easter 2003 saw another contingent
of SCMC members head north to
spend a week exploring above and
below the mining remains at
Nenthead, Cumbria  (NGR:
NY781436).  For various reasons the
usual ‘basic’ accommodation
provided by “High Loaning” outdoor
centre was replaced by the positively
luxurious surroundings of “High
Plains” activity centre, situated a few
miles nearer to Alston.

Before long everyone was in
agreement that the standard of
accommodation was much better.
The centre provides a large clean
kitchen, separate dining area, (that’s
almost furnished with enough tables
for each of us to have one each,)
there are two relaxing common rooms
in which to discuss the day’s
activities, and a games room.  The
best feature of High Plains must
surely be it’s drying facilities, a large
dedicated room fitted with heaters
and dehumidifier that ensures even
the wettest of clothes will dry over
night for re-use the following day –
pure luxury.

Visitors during the week took part in
a range of activities, from walks in the
area organised by the North
Pennines Heritage Trust, (the group
running the Nenthead visitor’s
centre) to pioneering underground
exploration.  Mike & Eileen spent a
number of days continuing their
survey of the workings, with the
eventual aim of understanding the
anomalies present on some of the
already published plans.

Baron’s Sump
A trip later in the week to visit
‘Baron’s Sump’ had to be hastily
rethought when it was found that the
effects of too much Christmas turkey
still hadn’t worn off, rendering some
of the crawls a little too tight for
some explorers.  Instead of Baron’s
Sump the party headed to an area of
Smallcleugh mine rarely visited.

Upon their return we were told of
interesting newspapers (apparently

A brief account of the happenings at Nenthead
over Easter week 2003

mainly Motorcycle news) dating back
to the early 1900’s, these had become
stuck to the concrete walls when
they were used to line the shuttering
as the concrete was originally cast,
an area that is worth a return visit,
particularly if you are a motorcycle
enthusiast!

Other trips during the week found
members in the main mines of the
area:  Brownly Hill, Smallcleugh,
Rampgill, and Capelcleugh.  Future
visits are likely to take place later in
the year, for more information please
contact Steve Holding.

Ian Cooper

Above: Drystone arching in Smallcleugh

Below: The wheels in Wheel Flats
Pictures: Ian Cooper, 2003

New Deep Shaft
Cemenatation Skanska has won a £38
million contract with Falconbridge
Limited to design, construct and
equip a new underground access
shaft. The 1,906m deep shaft will
allow mining 3,220m below the
surface of the comapny’s nickel
producing Kidd Mine at Timmins,
Ontario, Canada. Both companies will
work together in a fully integrated
team on the project, which is
scheduled for completion by 2004.
Completion of the project will make
Kidd Mine the deepest operating
mine outside South Africa.

Materials World, July 2002
Submitted Brian Tildesley
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Members Present: M. Moore, S.
Holding, I. Cooper

On the 23rd February 2003 three club
members travelled a short distance
over the Welsh border to visit the
slate workings at Glyn Ceiriog, NGR:
SJ187379.  On this occasion two
other visitors that had previously
expressed interest in the Club’s
activities, Brad and Mike, joined us
as well.

The access to the underground
sections is located on the floor of a
deep quarry ‘pit,’ we were able to
make our way down the steep sides
of the quarry by using the overgrown
remains of an incline.

We started our visit by following the
water along the main level before
emerging again in daylight further
along the hillside.  The silt marks
along the walls of the level would
suggest at least 5ft of water had been
standing in the workings.  Judging
by the way in which some sections of
rail and sleepers have been swept
along and then deposited it would
seem that this volume of water was
released relatively quickly.

Once we’d followed the main level to
it’s conclusion we turned around and
made our way through the worked
out empty slate chambers, some of
which had been worked back up to
surface.

Having thoroughly explored the
underground workings we climbed
out of yet another open topped
quarry along a steep and winding
path.

A number of artefacts and parts of
machinery still remain in the
undergrowth on the quarry floors,
and around the workings
underground.  The near vertical sides
to the quarry faces would make
removing this heavy machinery
difficult (although it didn’t stop the
club trying a few years ago!).

Ian Cooper

Trips: Glyn Ceiriog
23rd February 2003

Right: Mike
Moore, Steve
Holding, Brad,
and Mike posing
before the
“descent”

Left: Mike Moore
inspects a wall of ice
blocking our exit from
the mine.

Left: Brad returns to daylight after
climbing out of the 'Waterfall'

Below: A selection of machinery is
to be found near to the
underground entrances.

Pictures: Ian Cooper, (2003)
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Industrial Monuments are now being
recorded under English Heritage’s
Monuments Protection Programme
(1). Documentation for most of the
major extractive industries is well
underway. Some of the minor earth
products are now being dealt with
under the  head ‘Chemical Industries’
- one of these is the extraction and
use of pyrites.

Shropshire was once an important
producer of pyrites, mainly as a by-
product of working the New Mine
Coal Seam in the Coalbrookdale
Coalfield - a seam in which iron
pyrites appears both as ‘veins’ and
as ‘bunches’. The New Mine seam is
a poor coal seam, but in earlier times
could be made profitable if sufficient
iron pyrites was present.

Pyrites (iron pyrites) or as the raw
material has been called locally
‘copperas lump’ or ‘sulphur stone’
has been used in the manufacture of
sulphuric acid for several centuries.
Plymley in 1803 (2) described the
process in some detail:

“ At Wombridge, near Wellington,
as well as at several other
collieries in the neighbourhood
martial pyrites are found in
considerable quantities.

After being cleared from the
sulphurous coal in which they are
found the lumps, which are
perhaps 12 to 14 pounds (5.4 to
6.4 kg) weight each, are disposed
in lose heaps, upon a bed, or
large area, paved with bricks, and
inclining from the circumference
to the centre, to allow the water
with which the whole is
repeatedly sprinkled, ultimately to
flow into a large reservoir which
is constructed at this place.

The pyrites are thus exposed to
the action of the air, as well as
frequent waterings, the
decomposition of them, produced
by this process forms sulphate of
iron in considerable quantities   ”.

This was then evaporated and
crystallized. The acid formed was

used in getting the soda from the
brine produced from the spring at
Kingsley Wyche nearby.

The main “sulphur coal” was the
New Mine Seam in the Productive
Measures although there are much
thinner sulphur coals scattered
through the sequence. Prestwich (3) in
1840 referred to the great quantity of
pyrites in the sulphur coal,
sometimes forming layers up to 0.1m
thick.

19th Century
Many leases of the nineteenth
century contain a royalty for ‘pyrites
or sulphur stone’. A lease of Ketley
Colliery (4) in 1805 gives this as 3s 0d
per dozen, where one dozen was
40cwt, each hundredweight being of
120lb (i.e. 15p per 2,177 kg).

There is some evidence to suggest
that the New Mine seam was worked
occasionally for the pyrites alone but
more often the pyrites was picked out
at the surface and the coal then sold,
often as boiler fuel or for use in the
brickworks. This was the procedure
used at the Rock Mine, Ketley. Here
the pyrites was collected until a cart-
load was available which was then
conveyed to the Wrekin Chemical
Works. (5)

The average value of pyrites in the
late 19th century was about 10s per
ton. In 1905 three mines were working
this mineral namely Ercall View,
Grange (Donnington) and Lawley
New Mine Adit. Two of these mines
ceased production shortly afterwards
but  the Rock Mine was reopened
and, as mentioned previously,
worked the mineral until 1928.

The production figures for selected
years are shown in the following
table:

Production of Pyrites
(Selected years only)
1882 445 tons 1921 223 tons
1888 337 tons 1922 147 tons
1890 283 tons 1923 212 tons
1900 372 tons 1924 100 tons
1902 207 tons 1925 106 tons
1903 217 tons 1926   33 tons
1904 255 tons 1927   38 tons
1905 210 tons 1928     5 tons
1907 223 tons 1929    nil

20th Century
In the 20th Century domestic
production of iron pyrites fell due to
cheaper imports but during the first
world war home production was of
extreme importance and the decline
was temporarily halted.

No sites seem to have been found in
Shropshire, yet, where the iron
pyrites has been converted to
useable product, but elsewhere in
Britain this has been done by map-
search and a place name study. The
feature most likely to survive would
be a leaching platform and liquor
trough, as described by Plymley,
then a raw liquor ‘tank’ or cistern in a
‘boiling house’. The crystals of
copperas were collected, melted and
poured into moulds. The ‘cakes’
formed could then be sold to the
chemical industry or, as in
Shropshire, used directly in the
production of salt products.

References
1. English Heritage Monuments

Protection Programme - The
Chemical Industries Stage 1 Report
by D.Cranstone & N.Rimmington,
Jan. 2000

2. Plymley J, 1803, Guide to the
Agriculture of Shropshire, p72

3. Prestwich J, 1840, On the Geology
of Coalbrookdale, p435-6

4. Staffs Record Office D593/M/17/1
5. Information from Messrs. I &

J.Jones, mineowners, The Rock.

Pyrites Mining in Shropshire
by Ivor J.Brown

Left: A
‘lump’ of
pyrite.

Picture: Kelvin Lake, I.A.Recordings (2003)
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In 1932 a deposit of witherite (barium
carbonate, BaCO3) was discovered in
the North-East of England at
Morrison North pit, in sufficient
quantities to be economically mined.
The following year a new shaft was
sunk at Morrison for the purpose of
riding the men who were to extract
the witherite.

Witherite, and barytes are used as a
source of Barium compounds for use
in the brick and ceramic industries,
also in modern times in paints and oil
well drilling fluids.

It was used to control efflorescence
on brickwork and was tried,
successfully during the Second
World War as an extender in paints
and varnishes. The carbonate in its
refined form is used in pottery glazes
and in enamelling iron and steel.
Amongst the other uses of witherite
was as an inert filler in aspirin.

The Settlingstones Mine in
Northumberland was not a pit for
coal, but a dedicated mine for barytes
and witherite. The extraction of
barytes had been undertaken at quite
a few collieries in the NE - some
producing quite significant
quantities.

“Dunham Geology of the North
Pennine Orefield Vol. 1: Tyne to
Stainmore”, entitled Mineral
Deposits: Durham Coalfield lists
237,000 tons of production at the
Morrison Pit of South Moor Colliery.

There is also information on deposits
at:

Craghead Colliery (NZ 212 505)
Tanfield Moor Colliery (NZ 170 544)
Lumley Sixth Pit (NZ 310 506)
New Brancepeth Colliery - barytes
and witherite production 221,659 tons
Ushaw Moor Colliery (NZ 220 427) -

Witherite in the North East
by Alan Vickers

mainly witherite 22,000 tons
Esh Colliery (NZ 195 423)
Waterhouses Colliery (NZ 186 411)
Roddymoor Colliery (NZ 158 372) -
1700 tons of witherite
Brandon Colliery (NZ 244 396)
Wooley Colliery (NZ 179 385)

in: “Ashburn, J. 1963. Mining
Witherite in N.W. Durham Colliery
Guardian Vol. 207” pp269-276.

There were also references in: “E.W.
Muddiman 1940 Witherite and its
Industrial Uses”. Handbook issued
jointly by Holmside and South Moor
Collieries Ltd. and the Owners of
Settlingstones Mine Ltd., Newcastle.

Also: “R. Peel 1900. Notes upon the
occurrence of barytes in a twenty-
fathom fault at New Brancepeth
Colliery. The Colliery Manager -
Journal of Colliery Engineering. Vol.
16”, pp56-58.

NAMHO 2003
A few club members made the trip
over to Ireland for this years
NAMHO Conference based at
Avondale House, Co. Wicklow and
organised by the Mining Heritage
Trust of Ireland.

Avondale House, once home to the
famous Irish politician and mine
owner Charles Stuart Parnell was
used for the opening night
reception, with the coach houses
being used for the trade stands and
lectures.

Some delegates stayed in the
Avondale annex (although it had a
slight down-side in that there were
no power points in the rooms to
recharge batteries!), others in the
hostel in the village, or camped.
There were quite a few surface and
underground trips on offer, so not
many members actually made it to the
Saturday lectures although Mike, Sue
and Pete did go to a couple on the
Saturday morning, while the rest of
us were enjoying ourselves
underground in Avoca -abseiling
down Farmers shaft, then exploring
the 850 level.

Right: Avondale House

Below: Martin Critchley briefing
delegates (including Steve Holding
& Mole) before abseiling down
Farmers shaft, Avoca

Right: Brian
Jones (MHTI) at
the top of
Famers Shaft
with (from the
left) Mike
Worsfold , Steve
Holding, Eileen
Bowen, Paul
Thorne amongst
others.

More details on the
Conference and sites visited
during the week following
conference in the next issue.

Kelvin
Pictures: Kelvin Lake,

I.A.Recordings (2003)
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Kents Cavern in Torquay is the
oldest tourist attraction in Torbay
and has been run by the Powe family
for over 100 years. However despite
its geology and the fact that its
fossils are treasured in museums
around the world, visitor numbers at
the cavern have been plummeting.

From its peak in the 1960’s of 250,000
a year, only 70,000 people visited the
caverns last year.

Current owner Nick Powe, gave up
his job as European financial
controller for Nestle’s pet food
division three years ago to carry on
the family tradition of running the
caverns, but for them to survive as a
tourist attraction they need to
‘reinvent’ themselves.  As part of
this process they have recently been
granted a drinks licence to allow
people the chance of enjoying
“Scotch on the rocks” after taking a
tour of the caves.

It is thought to be the first cave in
the country to win an underground
drinks licence, allowing them to sell
wine, beers and spirits to visitors.
Nick Powe stresses, however, that
they are not going to be running a
pub ‘open all day’, the facility will
only be available to pre-booked
groups - such as those who attend
one of the caverns successful ghost
tours (!).

In addition plans were unveiled early
this year for a £400,000 visitor centre.
This will form the first stage of a
much larger redevelopment of the site
aimed at promoting Stone Age
heritage. Excavations at the caverns,
begun by William Pengelly (the
famous local archaeologist and
responsible for many West Country
cave ‘digs’) have, over the years,
unearthed 80,000 artifacts (mainly
animal bones - such as giant Irish
Elk), but crucially revealed human
habitation in the caves going back
500,000 years. Only a few open air
sites in East Anglia can boast such
heritage.

The new visitor centre, will be built

on the existing
terraced area in-
front of the
museum
buildings, and
will house some
of the caves
artifacts - 15,000
of which are still
stored in
Torquay
Museum!

In addition Kents Cavern is forging
links with the owners of other pre-
historic sites like the Pengelly Caves
Studies Trust which manages the
Joint Mitnor caves at Buckfastleigh.
They are also working with the
British Museum to publish a major
new work on the history of Kents
Cavern in July next year.

Work starts on the new 120 square
metre visitor centre in September. If it
proves successful and attracts visitor
figures, lifts revenue and outside
funding can be secured phase two of
the project will
be to expand the
Kents Cavern
‘experience’ into
adjoining woods
to create a Stone
Age landscape.
Here it is
planned to
demonstrate
skills such as
flint napping, fire
making, corn
grinding and
cave painting.
(In April this
year
International
archaeologists
visited the cave
hoping to make
the first
discovery of
cave art in a
British cave).
Compiled from

reports in the
 Herald
Express

Expansion Plans for Kents Cavern

Above: Present Museum entrance
building and shop

Below: Existing terraced area where
the new visitor centre is to built.

Upper view, as seen from the car
park.
Bottom view from the ‘woods’ end of
the terrace

Pictures: Kelvin Lake, I.A.Recordings (2003)
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Kemberton Pit near Madeley, Shropshire
Part 1 (to 1900) by Ivor J. Brown

This pit was the last of the deep
mines to be opened, and the eastern
most, on the Madeley Field. It was, in
1947, combined with the
neighbouring Halesfield Pit to form
the National Coal Board’s Madeley
Wood Colliery. The Pit was sunk,
commencing in 1864,  for coal and
ironstone, apparently at the
suggestion of the local geologist and
historian, John Randall (See “Below!”
No. 95.5). He suggested to John
Anstice (1810-1867) of the Madeley
Wood Company  that if they sank
eastwards of their existing Madeley
pits, over the Mad Brook nearer
Kemberton they would find
concealed extensions to the
Coalfield. They were successful, so
much so that the two main shafts
were listed as Stone Pit and Coal Pit
and were described separately as
“Kemberton Mine”, all the other pits
of the Company being called
“Madeley Wood Mine”.

No details have yet been found of
any opening ceremony, unlike with
many other local mines of the time,
but there was a cast iron plate on the
old winding engine house bearing
the date “1864”.

There is also an illustration of a
datestone or plate in the surviving
notebooks of George Maw, another
local industrialist and geologist who
kept a record of the strata passed
through during sinking. His entry for
January 4th 1865 says “Put two saw
marks on Pit Heads (at Mr. Anstice’s
New Pits Kemberton, near Madeley)
from which measurements are taken”
and “in case pit heads are shifted the
corresponding point on the chimney
is 8’ 70 above the plinth on the
chimney or about 0’ 10 above this
point”.

The ‘point’ is shown on a sketch (see
figure 1) which also shows a date
stone. Presumably he was
decimalising the parts of a foot and 8’
70 was about 8ft. 83/4 in. He adds
that the distance between his saw
marks on the working headframes ‘A’
and ‘B’ was “39.42” and from
headframe A to ‘engine shaft’ 95ft.

(He probably means the winding
engine shaft or drum axle here).
Maws Notebook then shows in some
detail the geological section of Pit B.

Some years ago the writer was
presented with a cloth scroll by an
old miner headed “Vertical Section of
Kemberton Pits in the Madeley
Wood Co’s Colliery, Shropshire”.
Below the described section is the
inscription “William Ward, Madeley,
Salop, Moody Bros. Lith,
Birmingham”. This is probably
William Ward, the Mine Manager for
many years during the late 19th
Century. The scroll is very similar to
scrolls of other local mines, but
carries no date, it does however have
an illustration of the mine at its head
(Figure 2)

This illustration shows the ‘plinth’
mentioned above, an outside drum
winding arrangement using chains
and three shaft headgears, the third
(nearest the engine) was the pumping
shaft. The engine house survived
until the closure of the pit in 1967
(see illustration).

Maws section, and that on the scroll
are very similar, except that some
words seem to have been changed
particularly near the surface. The
scroll adds an ‘embankment’, Maw
commences immediately with surface
soil, then comes ‘strong clay’ on the
scroll and ‘stoney clay’ by Maw.
“Brown Rocky ground” is given next
on the scroll, but ‘Bochey ground’
by Maw but from here they are
similar. (Both the scroll and Maws
notebook are now kept by the
Ironbridge Gorge Museum).

Figure 1:  Extract from George Maws notebook
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According to a fatal accident report
on a sinker named Kirkham in the
local newspaper, a shaft had been
sunk to “between 160 and 200ft.” by
December 1866 and a letter from
Daniel Jones to H.J.Thursfield of
Barrow shows that the shafts were
finished before February 1870.

The scroll section shows the shafts
to be 344 yards, 2ft. 8ins. deep and
gives the following beds of economic
minerals;

Coal 4in. (90 yd. depth), Stinking Coal
1ft. 4in. (165 yd.), Coal 1ft. (197 yd.),
Coal 2ft. 4in. (226 yd.), Top Coal
(265yd.), Foot Coal 1ft., Double Coal
1ft. 3in. (268 yd.), Big Flint Coal 4ft.
8in. (301 yd.), Stinking (New Mine)
Coal 1ft. 3in. (310 yd.), Vigar Coal 2ft.
6in. (318 yd.), Between 325 and 331
yd.; Coal 1ft. 8in., Coal 10in., Fireclay
4ft. 5in., Coal 1ft. 3in., Best Coal 2ft.
4in., Randle Coal 3ft., Clod Coal 10in.
and Little Flint Coal at 341 yd. depth.

The section also shows several good
seams of ironstone including Strong
Blue Binds Ironstone 18ft. thick with
a nodule layer at 260 yards, Flint
Rock Bass Pricking with ironstone
3ft. thick at 300 yards, Pennystone
Nodular Ironstone 4ft. at 308 yards;
and Strong Rock Binds with
Ironstone at 315 yards. The Company
must have been very satisfied with

their new reserves and time has
shown that the most prolific coal
seams have been, Top, Big Flint,
Vigar, Best, Randle and Clod. (The
last three normally worked together).
Also Little Flint Seams for coal, and
Pennystone, for ironstone.

Fortunately the Pennystone clay
residue supports vegetation unlike
the clay residue from the seams of
ironstone worked in the Dawley area,
so that Madeley has been spared the
tree-less dumps once so common at
Dawley and, in fact, the wooded
dumps have given beauty to the area
especially around Kemberton and
Halesfield. As late as 1917 coal,
fireclay and ironstone were still being
worked and sold from Kemberton
Pits, and the 6in. thick seam of true
cannel - coal found immediately
below the Big Flint Coal seam had
reached national fame.

An interesting point shown on the
section is the emphasis given to the
presence of a soft layer of rock or
clay under a coal seam, often called
‘pricking’. If such a rock was present
the coal would be easy to work using
the early system of hand-holing. That
is, the drawing out of the rock
underneath a seam by hand, thus
permitting the coal to fall, without the
use of explosives and giving lumps
for easier sale.

The print given on the section is
fascinating, it shows a square
chimney, which survived until, the
late 1940’s and a low horizontal steam
winding wheel, described as a
“second motion”, due to the type of
gearing. On the far side of the engine
there was an eccentric, which caused
the rope, to the small headgear
shown, to draw back and forth and
operate rods and bucket lifts in the
shaft which provided water for the
boilers. The operations were rather
crude and were the cause of at least
two fatal accidents. In 1874, W.York,
the banksman was struck by a spur
wheel which broke and was fatally
injured, and in 1889, John Davies, the
engine driver, fell down the well-shaft
while repairing the gland on the
pump. ‘The mining gear’ also caused
great embarrassment on the occasion
of a visit of the South Midlands
Institute of Mining Engineers on 20th
September 1869. They had been
invited to the mine for a visit
underground and to consider the
results of the sinking with regard the
extension of the coalfield to South
Staffs, but Captain Anstice had to
inform those arriving that “the
descent had been rendered
impossible by a very recent accident
to the mining gear”.

The engine which was finally
scrapped in 1911, had an outside
drum or spool, to take the heavy
winding chain in use. This chain,
almost certainly triple-linked with
wooden pegs, was so heavy that it
had to be supported by “roller-
posts” between the drum and the
headgear pulley, and its remains can
still be seen garlanding some local
hedge rows - a poor substitute for
barbed wire.

On one of the ropes the coal is seen
to be raised in a basket, obviously a
cage was not used, and the men
would ride in the “doubles” (a loop
of chain in which the miners sat).
This was a method used at Halesfield
well into the present century. Three
headgears can be seen, two main
shaft headgears and one on the well
shaft.

Kemberton Pit near Madeley, Shropshire
Part 1 (to 1900) by Ivor J. Brown, continued ..

Figure 2: Madeley Wood Company’s Kemberton Pit from a scroll
produced by W.Ward, 1864
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Within a decade of the
commencement it was realised that
the company had struck good
reserves and about 1873 plans were
made for two new shafts, twice the
size of the earlier ones, and sinking
commenced some 50 yards away. A
large engine house, which survived
until recently, somewhat similar in
construction to the Anstice Memorial
Hall, Madeley, was erected and two
new twin-horizontal cylinder steam
engines were ordered from John C.
Stevenson & Co. of Preston.

Sinking did not go well and after
about 40 yards, running sand was
struck, which brought work to a
standstill. Advice was sought and a
paper survives entitled “Opinion of
Mr. J.P. De. Gex as to suspension of
contract made with John C.
Stevenson & Co. of Preston, for
winding engines for Kemberton New
Pits, November, 1877”. The engines
were, in fact, installed and kept in
working order to about 1895, but
nothing further was done to the
shafts.

The 1890’s are surprisingly well
documented. In 1891 the Kemberton
Pits were ventilated by an
underground furnace which provided
a ventilation current of 7,773 cu.ft./
min. and there were 4,555 yards of
open tunnel of a cross section
averaging 12 sq.ft. In 1894, 160 men
were employed underground and 57
on surface, but by 1899 this had

Kemberton Pit near Madeley, Shropshire
Part 1 (to 1900) by Ivor J. Brown, continued ..

increased to 234 underground and
105 in the surface. During this time
the seams worked were Top Coal,
Flint and Clod Coal and the
Pennystone Ironstone. 1894 saw two
unusual fatal accidents, in the one
the Hooker-on (the man who at this
time hooked on the flat plate or the
‘doubles’ to the end of the rope,
depending on whether coal or men
were being wound) was pushing tubs
onto the cage but forgot himself and
“fell into sump with draught (tub),
the cage not being there”. In the
second case a coal-getter was
“burned to death by compressed
gunpowder ignited by a candle”.

In 1898 Sam Cookson, a Madeley
diarist, who worked in the mines all
his life “managed to secure a stint at
Kemberton at 4/5 per day”. A stint
being the length of coal allotted to
each man, being at this time, in the
Top Coal seam, 9ft. long, 2ft. 8in.
thick, and 2ft. 6in. under. At this time
too, electricity was being introduced
and the new engine house, which
had recently been vacated, became
the “generator house”, to convert
steam power into electric power.

The Madeley Wood Co. were the
first mine owners in Shropshire to
attempt to apply electric power to
underground machinery and in 1902
applied for “Special Rules” to cover
this use. They were experimenting
with a Hurd’s Coal Cutter, which had
a bar drill, which cut into the coal and

then, as it was drawn along the face
of the workings made a parallel out
under the coal itself. The machine
had been invented in 1894 and was
intended to replace hand-holing of
the “pricking”.

This mechanisation does not seem to
have been a success for in 1903 it cut
“under 200 tons” and is not
mentioned in official records again.
With the working out of the better
seams within the area of the shafts, at
the turn of the century, the working
of the lowest seams in the Coal
Measure Series was commenced.
These seams, the Slate Coal and the
Lancashire Ladies Coal are very thin,
each being only about one foot in
thickness. The Crawstone Ironstone,
which was also worked, occurs just
below and could be worked together.
After a yard of rock there is the
Lancashire Ladies seam which rests
on the “Coffin Lid”. This is a very
hard sandstone which separates the
Carboniferous rocks from the Silurian
Limestones.

Warington Smyth, in his “Iron Ores
of the Shropshire Coalfield, 1862”,
describes the Madeley Pennystone
as “a clay ironstone easily scratched
by a steel pint, dark grey in colour
with conchoidal fracture and compact
structure, some crystals of iron
pyrites, in all 34.75% iron”. Of the
Crawstone Ironstone he says “it is a
clay ironstone, same degree of
hardness as above, dark grey,
fracture conchoidal and structure
minutely crystalline”.

The ore is traversed by veins of
white limespar (calcite) containing a
small quantity of iron. A trace of lead
is present in the ore in the form of
galena. This presence of galena was
again observed during
reconstruction of Kemberton shaft
bottom in 1959 and the writer
obtained several specimens of rock
containing quantities of lead.

Shafts 1860’s

Chimney &
boilers

Shafts 1870’s

Water Shaft

Steam Winding EnginesSteam Winding Engines
(1860’s)

Steam Winder
(1912)

Electric Winder
(1930)

1960’s Extension1960’s Extension

1900’s Extension

Power House
(1870’s Engine house)(1870’s Engine house)

Old Colliery Offices

A(Scale about 50m)

Sketch plan Kemberton Colliery c1930
based on 1:2500 OS (enlarged)
Ivor J. Brown

N
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1960’s
Stores

(Extension)

Stores

Old Offices

The Power House

View of Kemberton Colliery in 1960’s
From South West (A on the 1930’s plan)
Ivor J.Brown

Kemberton Pit near Madeley, Shropshire
Part 1 (to 1900) by Ivor J. Brown, continued ..
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Zinc Smelter Closes
In February this year the Britannia
Zinc works at Avonmouth, near
Bristol, closed with the loss of 400
jobs after a planned sell-off fell
through.

The Australian company which owns
Britannia Zinc Limited  and the plant,
MIM Holdings, first suggested it
could close the plant last December
because it was losing £2m a month.
Talks aimed at selling Britannia Zinc
to US metal trading company Marco
International ended in early February
without agreement.

 The closure will complete MIM’s exit
from its two European zinc smelters

The Britannia Zinc works was the
only one of its kind in the UK and
has been at the site, on the banks of
the Severn Estuary, for 50 years.

The plant produced on average
90,000 tons of zinc and 35,000 tons of
lead a year.

MIM said a 90-day consultation
period between trade unions and
representatives from the workforce
had failed to find an alternative to
shutting the plant.

Britannia Zinc ceased the manufacture of zinc, lead,
cadmium and sulphuric acid in late February 2003 after

over 50 years of continuous production at the Avonmouth
site.

BZL produced some 110,000 mt of zinc each year and it
was the only zinc producer in the UK. The UK will now be

an importer of about 190,000 mt of zinc each year.

Britannia Zinc would like to thank all of its customers and
suppliers for the terrific support over the years.

Everybody at Britannia Zinc wish you all a very happy and
prosperous future.

Britannia Zinc

Above: A version of the farewell message on the Britannia Zinc web site

The closure will complete MIM’s exit
from its two European zinc smelters,
the plant at Duisburg in Germany
having been sold in December 2002.

MIM had been trying to offload both
European zinc smelters for more than
a year. Compiled from news reports

Visit them or lose them
by Ivor Brown

Over the years Club members have
co-operated with mine owners to
maintain access to interesting old
workings in the Telford and other
areas of Shropshire. This access can
be lost by default as has occurred at
the 19th Century Brewery Well in
Wellington. With no visitors the
owner thought interest had been lost
so access has now been sealed to the
70ft. vertical laddered training pitch
with steam powered pump at the
bottom.

It would be wise to renew
acquaintance with some of the
following or they too may be lost
[Nos. refer to issues of “Below”
containing descriptions].

1. Benthall Bank Clay Mine - pillar
and stall, later used as a store.

2. Viger Mine -adit, Anderson shelter
entrances and Mine Office.

3. Lincoln Hill Limestone Adit - early
‘glory-hole’ mine, limestone tipped
down shaft from quarry floor and
run out of adit. [2000.3/4] (Same
principle as Criggion quarry, North
Shropshire, today).

4. Wharfage 1800 Tunnel - horse
level, capstone dated 1800 running
parallel to River Severn [2000.3/4]

5. Tar Tunnel - 900 yards of tunnel
and side passages beyond the
Show Mine gate [1998.4]

6. Ketley - experimental tunnel
operations [SCMC Journal 1995]

7. Tunnel beneath canal at Brierley
Hill, Coalbrookdale

8. Hinkshay Furnace tunnels -
recently entered by Club to remove
body (surveyed by Club 1983).

9. Walkers Earth Mine,
Coalbrookdale - exploratory tunnel
[1997.3, Ivor Brown]

10. Pennystone Adit, Ironbridge -
very wet trip [1997.3]

11. Crawstone Mine, Ironbridge
[2000.4]

12. Mossey Green Icehouse (?)

13. Several other tunnels etc.
described by Steve Powell in his
recent book “Subterranean
Shropshire”, Tempus 2002.
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A group numbering between one and
nine1  have met on seven Tuesday
evenings (at the time of writing) to
plot the remains of the Bog ropeway
and its branch(es). Having suggested
the idea and invited all comers to join
me the results have been fascinating.

As soon as we arrived at the transfer
station on the first evening everyone
began delving, sighting, measuring,
photographing, videoing, recording
etc and all I did was watch. At the
time of writing the locations of the
loading point at Bog, the transfer
station above Burgam Mine, ten
other pylon bases of the main run
and two on the branch to Buxton
Quarry have been identified running
from Bog to a point north west of
Snailbeach village. The bases at Bog,
the transfer station, behind the
school and beyond Snailbeach are
for steel pylons the remainder for
wooden ones. Some remains are ex-
situ, in one case well off the line of
the ropeway.  On the third Tuesday
the four who came surveyed the
remains of the transfer station.

Information has also been gathered
from locals in the Stiperstones Inn
and village. The finding of this line
and the Huglith line will be written up
in due course probably for the
Journal, but much remains to be
done. I would like to thank everyone
concerned for their efforts and the
very competent use of GPS handsets,
compasses, tapes etc some of which
are quite out of my range

Two very different matters arise from
the work so far. One is that the more
we find the more questions we want
answered and I hope that readers will
be able to help with the following:

1) It has been stated (in the tape
made by Emily Griffiths for ‘Never
on a Sunday’) that there was a
ropeway branch to Perkin’s Beach
Mine, was there? It would have
joined the main run behind the
village school but nobody we
spoke to believed that there had
been such a junction. Shropshire
Mines Limited in 1919 announced
that they were going to connect

the mine to the ropeway using a
light railway, could this have led to
confusion. S.M.Ltd’s activities
were much curtailed in 1920, I
suspect by the costs of the Leigh
Level and I have never seen any
suggestion that the railway or a
ropeway
branch was
built. Any
advance?

2)  Some sources
(e.g. the Emily
Griffiths tape)
state that a line
went to Buxton
Quarry others
(Annual
Journal 4)
suggest that it
is possible that

a line went to Tankerville Mine.
The transfer station and two bases
found are in a direct line to both
Buxton Quarry and to the very
north end of the Tankerville tips on
the other side of the track, which
were probably being re-worked by

Bog Ropeway - the story so far
by Michael Shaw

Peter
Eggleston
ponders ....
at the site of
the transfer
station
above
Burgham
(SO 3604
9962)

Just one of the block and bolts
remaining on the site of the transfer
station above Burgham
(SO 3606 9962)

4 bases with holes for timber poles,
immediately below transfer station
on route to Buxton Quarry (SO 3604
9962)

Ian Cooper with his discovery on the first night, of 4
overgrown pylon bases - under the gorse.
(SO 3602 9950)
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Shropshire Mines Ltd at the right
sort of time and they owned the
ropeway. The line was used as a
photograph exists showing
buckets on it. The December 1919
Newsletter to Shropshire Mines
staff states that the Buxton line
was intended to be ready by April
1920.

a) Which did it serve, Buxton or
Tankerville, or
b) did it serve both?
c) Who ran (at any time) Buxton
Quarry?
d) When did the quarry close?
e) Where did the stone go?

f) Did D.Tomlins, the tenant
in 1953 work the quarry?
g) Could the quarry or
Tankerville have used the
ropeway after the closure of
Bog?
h) What powered the Buxton
branch and where was that
engine located?
i) What are the operating
dates of Buxton magazine
and why was it built?
j) Was there really one wire
rope the whole way from
Bog to Malehurst or was it
split at the transfer station?
k) If the latter where and
what was the second power
source?
l) What was at Malehurst
before the mill was built?
m) When did Shropshire
Mines or their predecessors
lease the site at Malehurst?

n) Did the ropeway go to
Malehurst, some locals say that it
went to Minsterley but when
asked exactly where they do not
know?

Above: Cutting made for the ropeway above the village of
Stiperstones. (SO 3613 9987)

Below: Looking from the cutting, past the pylon bases, down to
Stiperstones school and the site of a large ~80ft tall steel pylon.

Above: Probable terminus of the
ropeway at the Bog (SO 3558 9790)

Below: Block (for steel pylon) at
edge of road,near Bog School
(SO 3561 9803)

o) Does anyone have photos of
the Stiperstones pub or school in
the 1920s, or any other time which
might give a glimpse of the
ropeway?
p) The pylons were numbered,
where did they carry their
numbers and can anyone confirm
a number for a pylon at a known
location?
q) Who built the ropeway?

Remains of large base in
field behind Stiperstones
school. The 3 holding
down bolts survive, still in
position, although the
concrete is shattered - it
was ‘blown-up’ by the
father (who was a miner)
of the present land-
owner.

Bog Ropeway - the story so far
by Michael Shaw
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Government Aid
Four coal mines in England and
Wales are set to receive more than
£4m of Government aid, following
European Commission approval. This
takes the total amount of aid
approved under the UK Coal
Operating Aid Scheme, since it
started in November 2000, to more
the £142m. The Commission has
approved the payment of £1.15m to
Coalpower Ltd’s Hatfield Colliery in
Doncaster, £832,000 to opencast coal
operator H.J.Banks for its sites in
Yorkshire and Derbyshire, plus
£739,000 for its Northumberland site,
with the remainder going to Law
Mining’s Ayrshire sites.

Materials World, July 2002
Submitted Brian Tildesley

Take Two
Channel Four are well known for
producing  slightly ‘marginal interest’
programmes and I wondered whether
they could be interested in what we
were seeking; especially as our
progress was being videoed. It would
perhaps be something between
‘Salvage Squad’ and ‘Wreck
Detectives’. It would be presented by
a miner minor celebrity anchor-
person; Jade whatever-her-name-was
sprang to mind as she has  an
appropriate name. We could
probably make her believe that
ropeways existed by telling her that it
was a sort of ski-lift that carried
minerals, the minerals perhaps being
irony. She would clearly have to have
some sort of spiel to repeat before
and after each set of adverts, other
parts of the dialogue have already
suggested themselves.

Minor celebrity anchor person
(MCAP): (To camera) This is
exciting; these people are trying
to find a lost chairlift.

MCAP: How are you doing?
X: Those ruins look interesting, shall

we go and look?
MCAP: (To camera) Ooh isn’t this

exciting?
Y: Why is that gorse bush fenced

off?
X: Perhaps its dangerous for

livestock to eat.
Y: But then why are none of the rest

fenced off?
V: Is it because a fish eating it would

feel pain?
MCAP: (To camera) They do, you

know (at the same time)
All: ********! (simultaneously)
Z: Look, there’s a hole under those

boards.
 Unnamed individual climbs the

fence.
MCAP: (to camera)  Ooh isn’t this

exciting?! What could it be; is it
the chairlift?

X: It smells as if there’s a dead
sheep down it.

MCAP: Was it having a ride? (To
camera) Isn’t this exciting?!

Y: What is it, it goes right out to
here.

Z: No it doesn’t.

Y: There wasn’t a mine here?
MCAP: (To camera) Ooh isn’t this

exciting?!
MCAP: Were there coal mines round

here then? (at the same time)
All (except for MCAP): No.

(simultaneously)
A pervert of some sort who goes

walking in 2003 with the 1882 OS
maps in his/her bag suggests
that:

V: This used to be the Crown beer
house.

MCAP: (To camera) Ooh isn’t this
exciting?!

All (except MCAP): Well well, well.
X: I still think there’s a dead sheep

down there.
MCAP: (To camera) Ooh isn’t this

exciting?! Yuck!

£1.5m Bat Tunnel
A £1.5million tunnel is to be created
at the Seven Sisters Mine, Wrens
Nest, Dudley as part of a £4.5m
project to stabilise the area.

A 5 acre section of Wrens Nest
nature reserve has been sealed off
since October 2001 after a 150ft.
crater opened up as the limestone
mine roof collapsed.

The tunnel is being built so that the
several species of bat that inhabit the
caverns can be “relocated” (!) Once
this has been done the lower levels
of the mine will be filled. The Council,
who are working with Wrekin
Construction and geotechnical
specialists Arup Consultants on this
English Partnerships funded project
plan to preserve the nationally
unique upper Seven Sisters Gallery.

Wrens Nest is a leading geological
site and known for its wealth of
Silurian fossils, including the
“Dudley Bug” trilobite (which
features in the Council coat of arms).

With this last I feel that I should
acknowledge my daughter’s
assistance in turning  a few bits of
dialogue (dire log) into a script,
though neither of us a convinced
that it is really as it should be.

1 For the pedants who cannot
stomach a group of one it should
read ‘a group met on five evenings
and individuals carried on the search
alone on two occasions’

Displaced blocks (SJ 3692 0269)

Some sites are protected by “sniffer
cows” (SJ 3681 0225)

Bog Ropeway - the story so far
by Michael Shaw
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Shrewsbury & Wellington
Journal

20th May 1899
ACCIDENT.—On Monday morning
about 8.30 a serious accident
occurred to a youth (about 14),
named Alfred Gough (son of Charles
Gough, Severn Side, Iron-Bridge),
who was employed in a coalpit at the
Fish House, Broseley, worked by
Mr. Richard Jones of Ferney Bank,
Broseley. It appears that Gough was
passing along the tramway when
there was a slight fall, of earth,
caused by a slip on the side, and
before he could get out of the way it
fell upon him, fracturing one of his
thighs, besides other slight injuries.

Dr. Jacobsen was immediately sent
for, and he was promptly in
attendance at the pit, but for more
effectual examination of his patient
he had him conveyed to his surgery,
where he, together with his partner
(Dr. Holt), did all that was necessary
in the case, and upon their advice he
was sent to the Salop Infirmary, his
father and his employer (Mr. Richard
Jones) accompanying him. It appears
that shortly before the accident the
place where the earth fell was
examined and thought to be safe.

Submitted by Steve Dewhirst

Biggest Joy
Winsford Salt Mine in Cheshire has
installed the world’s largest Joy
Continuous Miner. (The Joy
company has now produced 5,000
JCM’s since 1948 and this is the
largest ever at 128 tonnes, it was
supplied complete with a bridge belt
conveyor and a self-advancing belt
return end system, described as a
“walking tail end”).

The machine will cut to a width of
about 4m. and a height of 4.6m.

Min. Mag. Feb. 2003

Iced Diamonds
The Diavik Diamond Openpit Mine
near Yellowknife, Northern Canada
has no roads outside the mine
perimeter. Transportation is either by
air or by driving across a designated
marked route over an “icebridge”
during the warm season. At present
working is on an island, but the pit is
being extended by building an arc-
shaped dam in the lake and pushing
back the water/ice.

Min. Mag. Feb. 2003

Highest to go!
Soon after UK Coals Clipstone Mine
in Nottinghamshire closes in April
2003, Britain’s highest conventional
pit headgear will be scrapped - unless
another use for it is found. The
headframe is 218ft. high, the shafts
677 yards deep, were sunk by 1922
and the winders were electrified in
1947.

UK Coal News

Coal Competition
The Annual World Coal Carrying
Championship was again held in
April 2003 at Gawthorpe near
Wakefield, this was the 40th and was
attended by competitors from 4
countries. Men had to carry 1 x 50kg
sack over a 1km course, women had
to carry a 20kg sack of coal over a
similar route.

Wakefield Express

150th Anniversary
The Mining Institute has produced a
150th anniversary brochure entitled
“Renaissance” to help celebrte its
150th anniversary year.

The brochure give information about
the Institute, its home of Neville Hall
in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, a brief
history of mining, and a look to the
future for coal mining and education.
For more information on the North of
England Institue of Mining and
Mechanica Engineers, to use its full
title, visit the website:

www.mininginstitute.org.uk
or get in touch via

tel/fax: 0191-232-2202
e-mail: imm@skyNow.net

Materials World, October 2002
Submitted Brian Tildesley

Dear Sir,
With regard to the Correspondence
on Halesfield and Kemberton Mines
Part 7. Ivor Brown says at one point
‘But the 25” OS map of the period
c1900 does not show a double track
at the incline top, but a pass-bye on a
single track’ etc. Now while I know
relatively little of the area, I feel that
as one who has had long experience
of relating large scale OS maps to
ground remains, I must put in my two
ha’porth.

The OS while very good at depicting
the permanent trackwork of mainline
railways, could be extremely varied
and unreliable when it came to what
they considered to be temporary or
industrial trackwork, especially
including narrow gauge plateways
and other tramways.

Strange and illogical layouts are
often depicted as a result of the
surveyor on the spot ignoring any
track that looked as if it might be
temporary or under construction.
Even something so simple as a
different type of rail might result in
one track being ignored and another
being put on the map.

Inclines are often a poor point,
though why this should be I don’t
know. The OS managed to ignore
whole loops at top and bottom or
even the second track on some
inclines, for which clear
contemporary photographic evidence
exists. One has only to look at the
OS’s attempt to map the dense
trackwork of the Dinorwic and
Penrhyn Quarries to see that perhaps
the surveyors just gave up and only
drew what they thought were the
major lines.

My point is this - just because the
OS does not depict a railway feature,
does NOT mean it did not exist! All
sources have to be considered, as
Ivor does later on when considering
ground evidence.

Graham Isherwood
Randlay, Telford

News and Letters

All items in this column submitted
by Ivor Brown
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Extracts from The West Shropshire District & Mines by Mr. Jasper More MP
published in “the Advertiser” Feb. 6, 13. 20 and 27th 1903

19th C. Visitors to the South West Shropshire Mines, No.8
Contributed by I.J.Brown

Visits to the Mines
Who to speak to, Where to stay, etc..
“Those who have known the  district for 50 years and
more include, Mr. Mores cousin, Prebendary White, of
Churchstoke; Mr. How, senior; Lord Rowton; Mr.
Mores’ father; Mr. Higgins; Mr. George Wilson; Mr.
Wardman; Mr. Atherton; Mr. Peter Bennett; Mr. Cooke
and Mr. Ridge.
These may be the only survivors of the past half
century acquainted with the district besides miners like
Mr. Powell of Shelve. The following have known the
District 30 or 40 years, Mr. More himself, Mr. Gwilliam
of Snailbeach and Mr. Tilley, landlord of the Inn below
Hope, Mr. Hulton-Harrop, Mr. H.F. Brion and Mr.
Arthur Whittall (son of Mr. More’s fathers mining
agent, and formerly his own, when mines required
separate supervision)”.

Where to stay
“Mr. Southam, brother of the Mayor of Shrewsbury,
has improved the accommodation at the Sun Inn
(opposite Romans Gravels Mine, IJB), which attracts
many visitors but it may be well to write to the landlord
first before a stranger intends to stay there since Mr.
Davies is also manager of the Pontesbury Quarry.
The Clive Arms where the landlord has an excellent
knowledge of the mining district provides a sufficient
welcome to visitors to the district between the end of
the Stiperstones and the Corndon.
The Tankerville Arms above Hope has a pleasant
sitting room and landlord and landlady.
Accommodation may also be had at the house of Mrs
Gittins near Grit Mine. Mr. More generally stays at a
school which is near Grit opposite the Clive Arms on
the way to Corndon.
Mr. Cooke, farmer at Shelve Village can also give a bed
and a sitting room and provide meals.
Near the Railway Station, at Minsterley, there is the
‘Miners Arms’ and others; at Craven Arms there are
first rate hotels to stay at and also good
accommodation at Bishops Castle”.

If a guide is needed
 “Mr. Higgins of Shelve Village, who is authorised to
show all the mines, is a man of long experience and
from whom the best general idea of the district can be
obtained”.

What to read
 “Mr. Polyglass, nephew of Sir Penrose Julyan, kindly
took down, with Mr. More, some of the miners’
statements last year (which was an exertion, added to
others, which caused the latter to break a blood vessel
on his return to London).

Sir Roderick Murchison, who wrote his “Silurian
System” at Linley, published in 1846, made Linley his
headquarters for seven years when writing this work to
which he always acknowledged that he owed his
success in life.
Mr. Moreton, the President of the Geological Society of
Liverpool has produced a book which gives some of
the workings of the mines as well as an account of the
minerals.
Professor Lapworth has made an elaborate and minute
map of West Shropshire from Chirbury to Church
Stretton, which has not yet been published.
The wife of Mr. Stanton wrote the best account of the
(Roman Gravels) mines in a French periodical.
A memoir was to be written by the Geological Survey
on the area, but the man appointed to do it died and it
was then decided to do the coalfield area first.
Evidence was given by Mr. Peter Watson to the Royal
Commission on Mining Royalties. Mr. More offered
evidence also, but “Lord Aberdare, the Chairman,
decided Mr. More had nothing to reply to.”
A tracing by Mr. H.F.Brion of 17, The Gardens,
Peckham, Rye, modeller to the London County Council
and one of the survivors with over 40 years knowledge
of Linley and Shelve Mines is the most certain and only
way of perpetuating in detail the knowledge of the
veins” (presumably Brion made the model for Mr. More
which was the prize at the 1866 exhibition, IJB).

How to get there
“Visitors can take a through ticket from Euston or
Paddington to Craven Arms or Minsterley (The
11.00am train from Euston gets to Craven Arms at
2.45pm in time for the 3pm train to Bishops Castle). The
3.35pm train from Shrewsbury to Minsterley is also a
good one. (There is a good Inn at Minsterley “The
Miners Arms”).
The mines are about 5 miles from Minsterley Station
and the conveyances are plentiful from this place.
Bakers and butchers carts also travel the district from
Pontesbury to Minsterley. There are two carriers to
both Bishops Castle and Pontesbury, the leading one
of which is an old resident living beyond the Grit, Mrs.
Pope. Mr. Watkins also drives from Weston to
Minsterley every day”.

Notes by IJB
1. These extracts were probably written about the end of
the 19th Century.
2. Mr. More also mentions other works which contain
references to the Shropshire Mines, including Harrisons
Geology of the County No.31 and works by Morton,
Phillips and Louis, Hunt, La Touche and Lapworth - also
Salmons account of lead smelting in the District, in the
Journal of the French Society of Arts.
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Rescue Practice, Huglith
12th April, 2003

Members present: Neal Rushton,
Peter Eggleston, Ian Cooper, Steve
Holding, Ian Davies, Mike Worsfold,
Kelvin Lake.

A small but keen group of club
members turned out for this rescue
practice in the Riddleswood workings
of Huglith. Setting off in the warm
spring sunshine for the rescue site it
was comforting to know that the only
person who knew where we were
going was still back at the car park!
However we managed to locate the
shaft without toooo much difficulty.

After receiving the stretcher and
waiting for a while, Steve Holding left
to help with the rigging, which
seemed to be having a few problems.
This left Ian Davies and Kelvin to
moved the ‘victim’ into the stretcher -
an interesting task. The biggest
problem is actually moving the
stretcher in a tight area once
someone is inside, without the
stretcher rolling over and  the victim
ending up face down in the mud!

We eventually got the stretcher
upright and ready to haul, however,
no matter how hard those on the
surface pulled, nothing happened!
After a couple of hours of re-rigging
and repositioning of ropes, still
nothing was moving, even when the
stretcher was lifted free of the wall.

As the victim was getting bored/
rigour mortis it was eventually
decided to abandon the rescue.

However, lessons have been learnt
and return visits have been made to
do some follow-up bolting to get the
ropes to hang better. Hopefully next
time things will go smoothly - but
then that is the point of practices,
learning by mistakes!

Kelvin

Carrying the stretcher to the shaft

While rigging the pitch and moving
large rocks away from the edge of the
shaft, some very interesting copper
specimens were discovered, with
lovely blue azurite and malacite
minerals.

Ian Cooper had ‘volunteered’ to be
the victim, so duly descended first to
injure himself. Steve Holding, Ian
Davies and Kelvin Lake (wearing the
‘Borg’ camera to record things for
posterity) followed soon after. Once
at the bottom of the stope, due to
several bats hanging or rather lying
on rocks in the lower level, it was
decided not to rescue Ian from the
bottom of the mine, but the bottom of
the stope instead.

Ian Davies rigging at the pitchhead

Steve Holding comforting the ‘victim’
(Ian Cooper), while waiting for the
hauling rope.

Steve Holding and Ian Davies
continue to comfort the ‘victim’, while
waiting for the hauling rope!

Below: Waiting for the haul .... got
any playing cards?

Pete Eggleston, Ian Davies & stretcher
2 hours later ... I seem to have lost
all feeling in my ankles!
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Ifton Mines Research
I am researching the lives of the men
who worked in the (Gertrude) Ifton
mines, 1955- 1959. I wonder if you
could possibly help?

Any information, and especially
photographs or worker’s records
would be greatly appreciated, as
would any pointers to other sources
of information. I am especially
interested in those workers living in
Chirk Green and the houses
themselves sited there.

Again, any help at all would be
greatly appreciated.

Thanking you in advance,

Christine J. Kidd

E-mail: chris_kidd10@hotmail.com

Shropshire Man Engine
From Ivor Brown:
Le Neve Foster and the Shropshire
man engine (?) Re: the query in the
last issue of “Below!”, p25 - I could
not find any mention of a Shropshire
man-engine in Le Neve Fosters ‘Ore
and Stone Mining’ 1st. 1894, 3rd.
1898, 4th. 1901 and 7th 1910, Editions.

From George Hall:
I notice under Man-engines a gentle
hint from Andy Cuckson that I might
look through my set of the
Inspectors of Mines Reports, which
are nearly complete from 1851 to
1914, in search of mention of a (true)
man-engine at a Shropshire colliery.

With all respect to the Club, I don’t
think I’m ever going to do this, there
are already too many things I want to
do in the time I have available, but if
any member would like to come down
here and go through them, they
would be welcome. Just telephone,
and we can fix a mutually convenient
date.
(George’s telephone number can be
obtained from the Editor)

Journal 8 Article
1) Could you acknowledge that I
accept G W Hall’s comments about
calling the ‘V’ tipping wagon a skip
in the Cothercott article in Journal
No.8, it reveals the ancestry of the
article, i.e. it was written initially for
railway enthusiasts who would have
no problem with that calling it a skip.

2) IB’s note re Ryan’s School of
Mining at Middletown, there are
three sites which have been
suggested though there is no
evidence for any of them. These are:
SJ 309 132, SJ 311 127 and SJ 301 126.

The first seems to be just a site of the
mine, the second is the best
possibility, it is on the 1882 6” OS as
a school, it is on the main road and it
is near the mine. The third is an
unspecified building in Middletown.

This information is from the
Shropshire Sites and Monuments
Records web site, I have yet to visit
any of them. There are papers in the
Wedgwood Collection at Keele
University which could cast more
light on this school and Ryan’s other
local activities..

Mike Shaw

Responses and
Letters to the Editor
A Model of the District from Minsterley to Linley

had been in the “chief room”. It had
to be removed from here “because it
was injured by the hot air” and
because the Museum decided only to
show minerals in this room.

By 1903 it had been removed to the
cellar of the museum “and the
problem is where to remove it”. Also
at this time Mr. More was urging that
“tracings should be taken of it by Mr.
Brion”.

At some stage it had also been
shown at Birmingham University
“under the charge of Prof. Lapworth”
but then appears to have been sent
to Linley Hall. The present writer
heard a rumour many years ago that
it was now a “crumbled ruin” but has
not been able to confirm this.

Does anyone know what happened
to the model - it sounds to have been
something special.

Ivor Brown

This model which is believed to have
shown the mines and veins of the
mining area won a prize medal at the
“Mining Exhibition at the Crystal
Palace” in 1866 but little has been
found of its history. Some
information is given by Jasper More
MP in the Advertiser of February
27th 1903, where he says that the
model was made by “his father”.
Whether the statement to have
“made it” means that it was the work
of his own hands or whether he just
paid for it to be made is not known.

Mr. More Jn, does however refer
several times elsewhere to a Mr.
Brion of 17, The Gardens, Peckham,
Rye as a modeller to the London
County Council and one who has
over 40 years knowledge of Linley
and Shelve Mines. It seems possible
that Mr. Brion actually made the
model in the 1850’s.

Mr. More Jn. added that the model
“contained the chief mineral veins of
each mine of which 30 are known in
Shelve Parish” and that it also
showed “the route of the then
proposed  extension of the railway
laid down by Mr. George Wilson of 8,
Disraeli Road, Ealing, who made 12
surveys with a view of continuing
the line from Pontesbury to
Snailbeach, on to Lydham Heath, of
which Mr. Adams, Chairman of the
Midland Waggon Company agreed
to pay the whole of the expenses
himself”. Nothing, however appears
to have come of this proposal.

The model itself was shown at the
1866 Exhibition for its mining interest,
although Mr. More says Sir Roderick
Murchison, a geologist was one of
the judges. Murchison had spent
considerable time at the More family
home, and wrote much of his
masterpiece, “The Silurian System”
there. According to Mr. More “he
(Murchison) awarded the prize for
the extreme accuracy of the model” to
the Mores. After the exhibition the
model was apparently on display at
the Geological Museum in Jermyn
Street, London for 11 years, where it
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This International Cave Rescue
Congress is to be held in South
Wales, from July 21 to July 27 2003,
under the joint auspices of the
BCRA and  The South Wales Cave
Rescue Organisation and organised
by the West Brecon Cave Rescue
Team.

The event will be held at the South
Wales Caving Club, Penwyllt,
Abercave, Swansea, South Wales.

The Director is Brian Jopling (‘Jopo’)
jopo@freenetname.co.uk

Secretary Gary Evans
GaryEvs@compuserve.com

The Objectives of ResCon03 are:
* To bring together cave rescue

teams and individuals interested
in all aspects of cave rescue for a
one week practical symposium.

Aims:
To promote the exchange of
techniques and equipment between
cave rescuers from many different
caving areas and to build upon the
valuable experiences of RESCON92
and The First European Cave Rescue
Congress, Germany 1999.
Delegates will be expected to partake
in underground workshops and be
encouraged to demonstrate their own
techniques and equipment. Some
techniques and equipment will be
more easily demonstrated on the
surface and full facilities will be
provided.

Costs will be kept to a minimum and
grant aid will be sought from national
bodies.

Pre and Post congress sport caving
camps will be organised in all major
UK caving areas so delegates can
combine a caving holiday with
RESCON03.

If you are interested in this event and
would like to be added to the circular
list please email Jopo your address.

ResCon 03 -
International Cave
Rescue Congress

Help, Events & For Sale
Notices

The Underground
Archaeology of Mining: A

Hidden Resource
A one-day seminar on the
Underground Archaeology of
Mining to be held in the Yorkshire
Dales at Grassington on October 11th
2003.

The seminar will raise awareness of
the wealth of archaeological
information, which survives
underground and is currently playing
a very small part in the
understanding of one of the oldest
and most continuous industries in
the UK. Case studies will include a
range of sites including metal mines
and underground stone quarries.

Aimed at those involved in
underground exploration and
recording and those responsible for
the management of archaeological
sites and information; the seminar
will explore main three themes:

What exists underground?
Why should underground sites
be recorded?
Approaches to recording
underground sites.

Organised by NAMHO, supported
by the Yorkshire Dales National Park.

Details and booking form available at:
www.nmrs.co.uk/seminar.htm
Or by writing to Martin Roe NAMHO
Conservation Officer, 7a Moor Close
Parade, Queensbury, Bradford, BD13
2JG

Pit Baths?
A question has been raised in the
Forest of Dean regarding the
preservation of the various pithead
baths that still stand in the area,
namely Princess Royal (under serious
threat of demolition, see last issue of
“Below!”), Northern United, Eastern
United and Cannop.

Cannop’s were built by the colliery in
1929, the rest by the Miners Welfare
Committee.

Now to the questions. When and
where where the first pithead baths
built? Is there any published material
on the subject?

We have a firm of architects working
on the Princess Royal buildings and
they would just like to put them into
a national context.

Many thanks
Ian Pope

de re Metallica images
Steve Henley has scanned all of the
woodcuts from Agricola's "de re
Metallica"and placed them on his
web site: www.mining-heritage.com
as medium resolution images. If you
want high resolution versions, he can
supply the complete set on CD-ROM
at £10 per CD to cover production
and postage costs. The resolution is
4x that of the images on the web, and
the files are in GIF format. You can
contact him via e-mail at:

steve@Silicondale.co.uk

6th International
Mining History
Congress, Japan
As the closing date for the early
registration is approaching, I would
like to remind you of the 6th
International Mining History
Congress to be held in Akabira-city,
a former coal mining town in
Hokkaido, Japan, on 26-29 September
this year.

Though it is still far from completion
and subject to change, the academic
programme in PDF form is available
from the imhc 2003 website.

In addition to sessional papers there
will be keynote speeches and
lectures by Dr L. Mercier, Prof. R.
Burt and Prof. J. Mouat.

For further information, please visit
the congress website;

www.imhc2003.com

The organisers are worried delegates
may be put off by the fear of SARS,
but wish to stress that there have
been no reported cases in Japan.
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e-mail: info@iarecordings.org or visit their web site at:
www.iarecordings.org

Mining Videos

A Tour of Clive Copper
Mine, £14.95
A comprehensive guided tour of
Clive, with Edwin Thorpe acting the
‘experienced’ expert and Kelvin Lake
the ‘novice’. The tour covers both
the upper and lower levels, plus the
Northern stope (the access to which
has completely changed).
Clive Rescue Practice, £9.95
An action packed ‘head banging’
record of a Club rescue practice,
featuring the ‘infamous’ maypole
winze traverse!
Snailbeach, £14.95
The rise and fall of Snailbeach, once
renowned as the “richest per acre of
ground in Europe”, is traced in this
production through the use of
historic photographs, animated plans
and sections, and unique
underground video footage.
Glengowla, £6.95
A tour around this amazing mineral
rich lead mine in Ireland, complete
with commentary and diagrams.

[12 mins.]

Collections from the Archives
The following tapes contain almost
all the footage recorded at the given
mine, and are intended as a resource
base, not a finished production:

C.15:Dudley Tunnel ’88 to ’89,£14.10
C.18:Donisthorpe Colliery, £11.75
C.20a:Snailbeach - Final Frontier, £9.87
C.23: Bagworth Colliery, £11.75
C.28: Morse’s Level, £9.87
C.29: SCMC in Cornwall, £16.45
C.32: SCMC in Ireland, £14.10
C.37: Dudley Tunnel - Wrens Nest

East Mine, a rare trip into the
workings during stabilisation
works.£9.87

C.41: Hem Heath Winders, £9.87
C.42 The SCMC at Onslow Park - a

record of the 1998 Club and Trust
display. £ 9.87

C.44 Nenthead Lead Mines - surface,
plus Smallcleugh, Rampgill Horse,
Capleclough Levels & Carrs
Level, £9.87

C.45 Twelve Mines of Ireland - made
for the first AGM of the MHSI it
contains excerts of C.32 with
added commentary. £11.75

C.46 Astley Green Colliery - shot
during the 1999 engine rally at the
Museum site (including views of
the huge winding engine) £9.87

C.48 Draglines - features the moving
of “Oddball” at St.Aidans
Opencast site, plus bigger
draglines at work in the North
East of England. £14.10

C.49 Annesley-Bentinck Colliery -
tour of surface, washery & rail
loading bunker. £9.87

For more details about videos contact:
I.A.Recordings, PO Box 476, Telford, TF8 7RH

Books, Videos and Events

all available from the Club at a discount

Nottinghamshire Miners
Tales
A5 pb 93pp. This one is a bit of a
gem, recording memories of working
in the pits both modern and pre-
nationalisation, supported with some
very nice photographs of surface and
underground most of which is now
lost. There is a very good picture of
Clipstone Headgear and sadly a
record of the demolition of Hucknall
No 2.

The Mines Rescue team features
very heavily with photos and well
written text regarding the accidents
they had to cope with along with
their attitudes to strikes and pit
closures.

Inevitably there is a chapter
dedicated to the 1984/5 dispute
which brought bitterness to the
County along with Union divisions.
There are now only 4 pits surviving
and the outlook seems bleak. This
book helps to keep some of the
memories alive of the communities,
working conditions and methods.
£7.95 + £1.00 p&p

Under Blorenge Mountain,
Blaenavon Industrial
Landscape World heritage
Site
By Chris Morris, PB, 72pp.
This is a glossy all colour picture
book supported by informative text.
It is nicely produced and emphasises
the drama of the subject matter.
There is a foreword by John Rodger,
Director of the Blaenavon project and
a couple of short chapters
introducing the area and subject
matter. Photos include Blaentilly No 2
Colliery a drift Mine, remains on
Coity Mountain, Big Pit, Open
Casting, Hills Pits, Social History,
Canals, Tramways and Ironworks.
Price £11.95 + £1.50 p&p

For Mining, IA and Geology Books,
new and secondhand see my website

www.moorebooks.co.uk

Mike Moore

The Mines of Yorkshire (Metalliferous and associated minerals)
By Mike Gill and Roger Burt. No.72 in
the NMRS British Mining Series.
This major research tool is the result
of over 20 years work, nothing similar
is available for any other part of
Britain. The original Yorkshire
Mineral Statistics, covering the
period 1845-1913, was published in
1982, based on national information
published annually by the
government. This new volume has
greatly enhanced that material by
including more recent statistics,

together with earlier data from mining
and smelting accounts. This volume
will be indispensable for anyone
wishing to know more about
Yorkshire's metalliferous mines.
At least two more volumes covering
Yorkshire's coal industry will follow
and work on the first of these is well
advanced.

A5 416 pp., 2 figs, 4 maps, 15 tables,
ISBN 0 901450 56 1
Price £20.00
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Diary Dates 2003Club Officers

21st-27th July: Rescon 03, Penwyllt,
Abercave, South Wales (see p.26).

19th July-30th August: SpeleoArt
Exhibition, Dudley Art Gallery and
Museum.

20th July: Charity Walk, the Caves
and Mines of Lathkill Dale,
Derbyshire.

16th-25th August: Craven PC
Gaping Gill winch meet.

24th August: Columns Open Day,
Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.

26th-29th September: 6th
International Mining History
Conference, Akabira City, Hokkaido
Prefecture,  Japan. (see p.27).

3rd October: Club AGM

4th October: Club Annual Dinner at
Nant Issa, Stiperstones. PLaces are
limited this year (max 40), so book
early - contact Mike Moore

3rd-5th October: Hidden Earth 2003
(National caving conference), Hanley
Castle High School, Upton-upon-
Severn, Worcesterhire.

17th-19th October: 3rd Symposium
on Cave Archaeology and
Palaeontology, Athens, Greece

The importance of local knowledge on
‘away’ trips ....

We have just broken through at the dig, it’s an easy walk in, the water is about
knee depth ...

 I told you it was an easy walk in ....the water is up a little tho’, still its only thigh deep ...... gets more spoty further in ...

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Librarian: Alan Robinson

Conservation Office: Vacant

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Rescue Officer:
Neal Rushton

‘Below’ Editor: Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: Alan Taylor

Chair: Steve Holding

Vice Chair: Eileen Bowen

Secretary: Mike Davies
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Bob Taylor

Assistant Sec: Sue Blattner

Training Officer: Ian Davies


